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As the seasons change from 
summer to monsoon, Myan-
mar Spring Revolution has shift-
ed its momentum. It all started 
with massive peaceful protests 
against the military where peo-
ple of all age held protest ban-
ners, singing protest songs and 
chants as they marched down 
the streets. Now, some of those 
hands that held protest banners 
hold guns and grenades. The 
free lunch box donations for pro-
testers have become dried and 
canned food for increasing inter-
nally displaced people (IDPs) in 
conflict areas. Four months into 
the failed coup, the revolution of 
Myanmar people has taken a ma-
jor turning point.

Last month, we reported about 
explosions nationwide in the last 
two weeks of April. Such bomb 
attacks continued throughout 
this month, mainly targeted on 
government offices, houses of 
junta-appointed administrators 
and military informants. When 
junta planned to force open uni-
versities and schools, we heard 
news of explosions in universi-
ties and schools’ compounds, 
and township education offices. 
In some cases, assaults on the 
administrators and informants 
were carried out by unknown 
gunmen and swordsmen, re-
sulting in deaths. Shootouts that 
killed and injured junta’s soldiers 
were also seen in Yangon in late 
May. While many think the deeds 
are done by the people’s forc-
es, some remind that the crimes 
could be committed by a group 
named “Pyu Saw Htee”, junta’s 
lackeys causing violence delib-
erately to create a bad image on 
people’s forces and to divide the 
public. However, the military’s 
interrogation team managed to 
draw up large flowcharts and pin 

May Recap
these crimes on arrested civilians 
and protest leaders. 

Since the end of April, Chinland 
Defense Force (CDF) has been 
defending Mindat from the jun-
ta’s soldiers with traditional 
hunting guns. In May, the fights 
between CDF and the regime’s 
forces escalated. As usual, Myan-
mar military used excessive forc-
es, and targeted civilians when 
it could not win with a fair fight. 
Nearby towns in Chin State such 
as Kanpatlet, Hakha and Falam 
joined in Mindat’s fight against 
the military. People’s armed re-
sistance spread to neighbouring 
region this month. A few town-
ships in Sagaing Region near 
Chindwin River saw clashes be-
tween people’s forces and the 
junta’s military. Kayah (Karenni) 
State in southeastern part of the 
country has become the latest 
area where clashes broke out be-
tween the state’s people defense 
force and junta’s soldiers. On May 
5, the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) announced the for-
mation of People Defense Force 
(PDF) as the forerunner of much 
anticipated Federal Army. The 
NUG’s Ministry of Defense laid 

out the command chains, rules 
and ethnics of the PDF members. 
However, reports from local ne-
tizens clarified that currently ac-
tive people’s forces are not under 
the command of NUG’s Ministry. 
They are operating on their own. 
In Kachin and Kayin states, eth-
nic organisations; Karen National 
Union (KNU) and Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA) continued 
their fights with Myanmar mili-
tary. 

With the widening conflict areas, 
the increasing IDPs have become 
a concern in Myanmar. Accord-
ing to UNOCHA’s Humanitarian 
Update, nearly 121,000 people 
from Kayin, Kachin, Kayah, Shan, 
and Chin states, and Sagaing 
region are displaced from their 
homes, taking refuge in safe ha-
vens. Humanitarian aid such as 
food supplies, sleeping bags, 
medicines are in need. Known 
for their generosity, Myanmar 
people who are still in safe plac-
es quickly take over their new 
roles as aid workers and donors, 
purchasing aid items and deliv-
ering to the IDPs. Unfortunately, 
the regime is now targeting the 
civilians who provide aids to the 
displaced people. Entering June, 
the monsoon approaches. Heavy 
rain and floods are common in 
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The not-so-subtle yet accurately 
portrayed graphic from our cover 
is an artwork by a contemporary 
artist who, along with his col-
leagues from local and abroad, 
has joined the fight for democ-
racy by putting on canvases the 
thoughts, the struggles and the 
sufferings of Myanmar people. 
Please visit the website: http://
myanmarartrevolution.com/ for 
more pieces created by differ-
ent artists in relation to Myan-
mar Spring Revolution. Sales of 
the art pieces on that site will 
go towards CDM funds and the 
struggling artists directly. We are 
really grateful to the artist and 
his friends for letting us use this 
brilliant graphic on our cover. 

southeastern parts such as Kayin 
and Kayah, landslides in moun-
tainous parts such as Kachin and 
Chin states. The coming months 
are going to be difficult for the 
growing IDPs. 

Another concern, the ongoing 
global pandemic COVID-19, re-
mains a major threat for Myan-
mar people since the vaccination 
plan was wrecked by the coup 
in February. In late May, subtle 
signs of inevitable COVID-19 third 
wave have knocked on the door 
of Chin State. About 100 locals 
from Tonzan township suffered 
COVID-19 like symptoms. In the 
same week, the junta’s Ministry 
of Health published the growing 
COVID-19 positive cases — about 
5% of the limited testing capac-
ity tested positive. Currently 
daily capacity is only between 
1000-2000 tests. With more 
than 60,000 healthcare workers 
on strikes, the questions remain 
how the regime will operate con-
tainment and treatment plans, 
and how effective and practical 
these plans will be.

In Myanmar, academic year 
starts on the June 1 where ba-
sic education students go back 
to their classrooms after sum-
mer holidays. This year, teachers, 
students and parents boycott 
the junta’s education system. 
Myanmar Teachers’ Federation 
reported that only about 10% of 
the basic education students 
were enrolled during the school 
admission week, and more than 
half of all teachers are on strike 
although junta removed them 
from their positions. 

On the front of National Unity 
Government (NUG), we last re-
ported its formation of 11 minis-
tries. In May, the NUG extended 
two more ministries — Ministry of 
Human Rights led by prominent 
human rights activist U Aung 
Myo Min, and Ministry of Labour 
led by Nai Thuwunna, a Mon pol-
itician formerly represented the 
Mon Unity Party. Four new depu-
ty ministers were also appointed 
in Human Rights, Labour, Edu-
cation, and International Coop-
eration ministries Even on the 

run, the NUG cabinet members 
managed to hold meetings with 
international communities to 
acquire their rightful legitimacy, 
and to support the IDPs. Howev-
er, while NUG takes time to con-
solidate its position and power, 
stakes get higher and higher be-
cause of the junta’s continuing 
atrocities and oppressions.

More than 120 days into the cha-
os, the everyday scene in Myan-
mar includes random bomb 
attacks, long queues at every 
ATM machine, late night abduc-
tions, ongoing clashes, increas-
ing IDPs, shrinking incomes and 
the economy in jeopardy. How-
ever, marching strikes, guerril-
la protests, banging of pots and 
pans are still our everyday ritual. 
Despite the junta’s attempts to 
answer our resistance with vio-
lence, we always find our ways 
to support each other. We don’t 
have modern weaponries (yet) 
but we have unity and humani-
ty, which are more powerful than 
anything the junta can buy from 
Russia or China.

About Cover Art: 

http://myanmarartrevolution.com/
http://myanmarartrevolution.com/
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2021 May
 Timeline 

May 1, 2021

May 4, 2021

May 6, 2021

May 8, 2021

May 12, 2021

May 14, 2021

May 18, 2021

May 3, 2021

May 5, 2021

May 7, 2021

May 11, 2021

May 13, 2021

May 17, 2021

The United Nations Security Council urged im-
mediate action on the consensus reached at the 
previous week’s ASEAN summit on the crisis in 
Myanmar.

NLD legislator Thet Win Hlaing was killed by a 
parcel bomb explosion along with three police 
officers who were participating in the civil dis-
obedience movement. 
The U.S. House of Representatives’ Foreign Af-
fairs Committee held a hearing on the crisis in 
Myanmar, with testimony from Kyaw Moe Tun, 
Myanmar’s permanent representative to the 
United Nations.

Myanmar mixed-martial arts fighter Phoe Thaw 
was critically injured during the bomb blast in 
Yangon, he was later arrested and accused of 
colluding to commit violent acts.

Junta declared PDF as terrorist group alongside 
with NUG and CRPH and accused them of incit-
ing bombing, torturing and killing.

NUG accused the junta of crimes against human-
ity in a new statement on the 100th day since the 
coup, and vows to bring violators to account.
A fortress from Talokmyo village in Myingyan 
township was overtaken by junta’s soldiers who 
also arrested at least 100 villagers.

Junta imposed martial law in a town in Mindat, 
Chin State. 
Despite the declaration of martial law in Chin 
State, fighting went on and six military trucks 
were seized by the Chinland Defense Force 
(CDF) in the region.

A ward administrator in Yangon was shot dead 
after mysterious bombings in Lanmadaw town-
ship. 

KIA shot down a Myanmar military helicopter in 
the northern state of Kachin.

Junta amended the nighttime curfew in Yangon 
from 8pm to 10pm. The curfew continues until 
4am as before. 
NUG announced the formation of People’s De-
fense Force (PDF) . 
More than 200 nongovernmental organizations 
called the United Nations Security Council to 
declare a ban on selling weapons to Myanmar’s 
junta.

The Myanmar Investment Commission approved 
$2.8 billion LNG-to-power projects, without giv-
ing details of the companies behind the projects 
or which countries they are from.

Thai authorities arrested three senior Democrat-
ic Voice of Burma (DVB) journalists in Chiang Mai. 
Protesters gathered  for a “flash mob” in Yangon 
to mark a milestone: 100 days since the military 
ousted their elected government.

Junta dropped the charges against detained 
Japanese reporter Yuki Kitazumi before he was 
deported.

Thuzar Wint Lwin, Myanmar’s Miss Universe con-
testant, who made it to the finals, used the pag-
eant on May 16 to urge the world to speak out 
against the military junta.
The 2020 Myanmar general election reflected 
“the true will of the electorate,” according to a fi-
nal comprehensive report by The Asian Network 
for Free Elections, an international monitoring 
group, which counters the junta’s allegation of 
electoral fraud.
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May 19, 2021

May 21, 2021

May 23, 2021

May 25, 2021

May 28, 2021

May 30, 2021

May 31, 2021

United Nations General Assembly’s meeting to 
vote on a draft resolution calling for the sus-
pension of arms supplies to Myanmar was post-
poned. 

Japan considers cutting off all official develop-
ment assistance to Myanmar, even for ongoing 
projects. 
Junta-appointed election commission said it will 
dissolve National League for Democracy party 
because of electoral fraud. 
Two bombs blasted in Sanchaung township of 
Yangon, and one member of military security 
force was killed.

People Defense Force in Kayah State seized 
Mobye police station and killed at least 18 police 
force members. 

A bomb explosion took place at a wedding in 
Thingangyun Township where four people, in-
cluding the bride, were killed by the bomb hid-
den in a wedding present. 

Myanmar national football team played against 
Japan as world cup qualifier game, faced protest 
from the Myanmar people outside of the stadi-
um. They eventually lost the game 10-0. 
An unknown armed force opened fire at military 
force in Thaketa township, Yangon; one member 
of military forces was reportedly killed. 

PDF, with the support of KIA attacked junta’s se-
curity force in Katha township.

Northern alliances : AA, MNDAA and TNLA seized 
military base camp in Kutkai, Shan State.
Junta launched airstrike in Demoso, Kayah State.

May 20, 2021

May 22, 2021

May 24, 2021

May 27, 2021

May 29, 2021

Irrawaddy reported that the age limit of 65 years 
for the positions of commander-in-chief and 
deputy commander-in-chief have been lifted 
just days after the military coup on Feb. 1.

During interview with Phoenix Television, Min 
Aung Hlaing said that junta aimed to create a 
“federal state based on multi-party democracy,” 
if possible “within a year”.
A shootout between civilian-formed defense 
force and military-defense force took place in 
Thuwanna township in Yangon, and one military 
personnel was killed.

Junta-owned TV broadcast the scene of State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, President Win My-
int and Dr. Myo Aung appearing at a court for the 
first time in Naypyidaw. 
Danny Fenster, Managing Editor of Frontier 
Myanmar, was detained at Yangon International 
airport. 

Energy companies Total and Chevron suspended 
a part of cash payments to Myanmar’s junta from 
a joint gas business. 
At least six bombs blasted in Yangon’s Thaketa 
township where a local ward administrator was 
also shot to death.  
CRPH signed an agreement with Kachin Political 
Interim Coordination Team (KPICT) to form a re-
gional government in Kachin State.

Bombs blasted took place in Kyimyindaing and 
Hlaing Tharyar townships of Yangon early in the 
morning.  
Junta blocked all the road access to get into 
Kayah State. 
NUG signed an agreement with Chin National 
Front (CNF) to cooperate in the fight against the 
military regime.
Junta imposed stay-at-home order in Sagaing’s 
Tamu township and Chin’s Tonzan township for 
growing COVID-19 cases.
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mornings arrive and the sun rises as usual
but the light is nowhere to be found
our homeland has been prisoned
freedom has been captured
fascists driven by the thirst of power
merrily committing immoral crimes to their own kin
robbing the future and raping our dreams
history is repeating itself once more
the road of revolution is paved with the blood of
patriots once more
our brothers and sisters lay down their lives
“FOR THE REVOLUTION” we bellow in agony
but this time
fascism must be eradicated from our country
once and for all
we’ve got the resolution in our fists
and we are ready to win by any means

For the revolution

4oems
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Long queues at ATMs be-
come common sight at major 
cities. Cash crunch has come to 
cause enormous pain to the peo-
ple. The mobile transactions that 
was introduced in past decade 
and zoomed during the COVID 
has rendered less useful with 
businesses and people favoring 
cash. People go as far as queuing 
for ATM at 4am (the end of cur-
few) or by spending the night at 
sites hosting ATMs to queue ear-
ly, even by taking risks of harass-
ments by soldiers. In early days 
of the coup, this cash crunch was 
not in people’s mind. However, 
its signs became obvious while 
the banks were reopened in late 
March and became full-blown 
crisis in early May. 
When General Min Aung Hlaing 
staged coup, one of his declara-
tions was that his administration, 
the State Administration Council 
(SAC) will deliver prosperity. But 
how did Min Aung Hlaing-nom-
ics turned out afterwards? The 
economy was in dangerous wa-
ters since early days, with many 
investors either halting or scrap-
ping projects. The Civil Disobe-
dience Movement (CDM) and 
general distrust stifled exports; 
eventually most businesses halt-
ed as soldiers were shooting and 
robbing protestors and bystand-
ers alike. The banks were closed 

Min Aung Hlaing-nomics: 
Cash Only Please

since second week of February, 
however, spending was uninter-
rupted as most ATMs and mobile 
transactions are easily available. 
Then, Min Aung Hlaing-nomics 
kicked in. 
One example of thinking behind 
Min Aung Hlaing-nomics was 
when a soldier guarding an area 
shot in the air in an attempt to 
disperse crowd queuing ATM at 
Mawlamyine, Mon State. When 
the crowd got bigger, the only 
solution came to much despised 
soldiery’s mind was to shoot. The 
problems were: 
1. Shooting up to fix problems 
mentality was commonplace 
across military men, including 
present and former soldiers now 
taking high places in running the 
economy, and 
2. Market problems such as cash 
crunch cannot be solved by 
shooting up the market 
The embodiment of these state-
ments is Win Thaw, the Deputy 
Governor of the Central Bank of 
Myanmar (CBM) and a former 
military officer. Since forcing 
the banks to reopen in end of 
March with threats of fines and 
arrests to bankers, CBM’s secu-
rity-over-economy policies and 
his public statements have made 
the people lost complete trust in 
CBM and the economy.
The junta saw mobile data was 
leaking proofs and records about 
atrocities committed by his forc-
es, so he put a complete ban 
on mobile data, leaving millions 
across the country without mo-
bile banking. This was the big-
gest push for cash demand. In the 
same time Myanmar Kyat (MMK) 
is losing value quickly, and the 
exchange rate reached record 
high of MMK1,700+ for 1US$ in 
mid-May, from 1US$ = MMK1,350 

in end of January. Such depre-
ciation caused panic among the 
people and led them to convert 
their savings in the forms of gold 
or US dollars, but with mobile 
money becoming less accepted, 
cash became more prized. 
No modern economy can give 
out all digital money in tangible 
cash form, however had the CBM 
showed candid attempt to ad-
dress the problem, it could have 
turned out slightly better, both 
for the people and for SAC. Yet, 
the junta sticking to “We are the 
truth” path, put the blame solely 
on people and tried to solve the 
market problems by shooting it 
up. The SAC claims the money is 
being used to support CDM and 
overall resistance and concluded 
difficult access will stifle resis-
tance. They are not wrong; sig-
nificant sum of money is actually 
being used in that way. Indeed, 
current cash crunch is hamper-
ing support towards resistance 
and humanitarian relief efforts 
as being cash-based is easier to 
isolate a regional economy from 
the national economy. Should a 
crisis happen in an area, financial 
aids from elsewhere find it more 
difficult to get to that area, and 
that is helpful for junta’s forces 
in breaking down dissent. How-
ever, none of his advisors dared 
to point out that he is further un-
dermining the already low trust 
and confidence in the economy, 
the two essential elements for 
an economy to sustain. Instead, 
CBM follows the junta and issues 
orders and statements blam-
ing the general public for cash 
crunch and threatening with 
penalties. CBM goes as far as or-
dering private banks to handover 
the bank transactions of all cus-
tomers, and contents of all bank 
safe-boxes, causing further dis-
trust in the financial system. 
In September 1987, then ruling 
junta, General Ne Win declared 
roughly 60-80% of circulated 
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money invalid without warning 
and that was among the key fac-
tors leading to 8888 Uprising. His 
apologists often defend this ac-
tion by claiming a huge propor-
tion of circulated money back 
then had fallen under insurgent 
groups and these groups would 
soon use the money to attack 
peace. Yet, even if such ridiculous 
claims were to be true, it did not 
justify scrapping money without 
warning nor replacing. Howev-
er, Ne Win arrogantly thought 
that he could bully the public. It 
didn’t work back then with Ne 
Win eventually losing power, yet 
current Min Aung Hlaing’s arro-
gance is blinding his predeces-
sor’s downfall.
In the early days of the coup, 
many people threatened to 
withdraw all money as a form 
of public CDM. However, what 
is happening now is much more 
consistent and resilient than that 
with people queuing long hours 
whether rain or hot sun. With 
fear to lose their savings, the 
market has assembled everyone 
with bank deposits. The CBM, 
however, warned against this by 
saying those who withdrawing 
their own money “unnecessarily” 
is guilty of high treason as they 
are making people lose confi-
dence in the economy, and will 
be punished to the fullest extent 
of the law. Again, market panic is 
only made worse by threats.
The cash crunch also gives rise to 
market manipulators in the form 
of agents who will take account 
transfers and hand over the cash 
at a discount rate (originally 
started at 2-3% in April but now 
hovers between 7-15% depend-
ing to states and regions in end 

of May) since cash is more valu-
able than money in banks. For 
those without bank accounts, 
mobile money services such as 
Wave Money agents are taking 
similar rates to hand out cash (i.e. 
if you withdraw MMK100,000 
from your account, you will get 
only MMK90,000). Worse, even 
under these terms it has become 
excruciatingly difficult to with-
draw because these agents have 
no cash. The validity of bank de-
posits has become increasing-
ly dubious when the CBM itself 
accepts only tangible cash in its 
sales of US dollars.
Rampant corruption is also mak-
ing the problem worse. Succes-
sive juntas have used corruption 
as a currency and the same goes 
for Min Aung Hlaing-nomics. 
However, the difference is that 
previous juntas used corruptions 
to cement their positions during 
a time of relative peace. Even at 
the immediate aftermath of 1988 
and 2007 uprisings, the areas that 
got brutally cracked down soon 
bow to the regime’s wills and 
economic activities resumed. 
Incomes generated there were 
used to build military’s power and 
crush further dissent. However, 
for SAC, no place is fully under its 
rule till now and its resources are 
being spread thin between pro-
tests and guerrilla attacks in cit-
ies and full-blown wars against 
ethnic armed groups (EAOs). 
Since staging coup, the junta’s 
priority is for the economy to op-
erate as usual. However, its own 
corruption and robberies while 
things are unsettled means they 
are counterproductive on its goal 
of having a functioning society. 
And that is without near unan-

imous resistance by the public. 
Since staging coup, SAC received 
little revenue from tax and oth-
er legitimate sources domesti-
cally. Facing increasing hostile 
populace, businesses owned by 
military, its officers and its cro-
nies see sales plummet under a 
strong boycott campaign. Poorer 
economic conditions are hurting 
the people; the SAC’s finances 
are getting kicked just as hard. 
In February, when the doctors 
initiated CDM, many patients 
proudly encourage them claim-
ing that they are willing to die 
if that means having a fighting 
chance against military dictator-
ship. We see current cash crunch 
to follow the similar phenom-
enon. Since our resistance to 
restore democracy has already 
morphed into war, this is just 
another front, i.e the economic 
warfare. And as in any struggle, 
we have to strive our best but 
also prepare for the worst. So let’s 
keep on withdrawing the money 
we worked hard for, but also be 
ready for economic collapse. In 
the long-run, cash crunch could 
be solved by printing money, 
however that will cause the value 
of Myanmar kyat to drop further. 
Then again, with or without cash 
crunch, the economy will nev-
er recover as long as SAC rules 
and MMK plummeting is inevi-
table. Unfortunately, these will 
lead further poverty and hunger 
in less conflict areas and bigger 
humanitarian disasters in conflict 
areas. However, by being reso-
lute and helping each other, we 
will uproot military dictatorship, 
and build back better.
Whether the people or the coup 
council come up victorious will 
be decided after long period of 
attrition. But in the economic 
front, Min Aung Hlaing-nomics 
is the own-goal of policy-mak-
ing for SAC, and we the people 
are more determined than SAC 
thugs.

“ Successive juntas have used corruption 
as a currency and the same goes for Min 
Aung Hlaing-nomics. ”
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Youths Deny Junta’s Education 
An interview with a Dental Final Year student
Although junta looks eager to re-
open school and universities, a 
majority of Myanmar youths are 
not willing to go back to school 
just yet. We spoke with a final 
year student from the University 
of Dental Medicine (Yangon) who 
was just a few months away from 
graduation if it had not been for 
Covid 19 first wave in 2020. Now, 
her dream of being a dentist 
looks uncertain and somehow 
unimportant.

Q: When was the last time that 
you were in your class?
A: It was March 2020. We were 
taking the first term exam and 
then COVID first wave started to 
take momentum so we had to 
stop after sitting three papers. 
There were some talks around 
going back to school between 
first wave and second wave but 
nothing really happened.

Q: Is it going to be reopened 
anytime soon?
A: I heard no such news yet. Stu-
dent Union ran a survey if any 
student was willing to go back 
to school. Out of 208 final stu-
dents, only two said they wanted 
to finish school under junta and 
get a degree. 179 of us do not 
want to complete our education 
anymore. But results were not 
shared with the management 
board and we do not know if 
they are planning to give classes 
anytime soon. 

Q: How about teachers? Are 
they willing to teach under cur-
rent junta?
A: Teachers are more balanced 
when it comes to potentially go-
ing back to normal soon. There 
is about 50% each on CDM and 

Non-CDM. Our rector U Shwe 
Toe is a major pro-military sup-
porter who is already blacklisted 
by National Unity Government 
(NUG). 

Q: What would take you to go 
back to your class?
A: First of all, the military regime 
has to transfer power back to 
the elected government. Sec-
ondly, certain teachers who have 
refused to stand with their stu-
dents and pledged loyalty to-
wards junta will have to quit or 
be sacked, including our rector. 
 
Q: How long do you think will 
go on until civilian government 
is restored?
A: We know this will not be very 
quick. It might take one year, 
two years minimum. 

Q: There are some 
criticisms among ne-
tizens on the slow 
progress from CRPH 
and NUG. What do you 
think?
A: I do feel at times that 
NUG could be doing 
things a lot faster but I 
understand their strug-
gles. And everything 
does not really depend 
on them. There are 
some young people al-
ready taking up military 
training under certain 
ethnic armed organi-
zations and I think we 
will start to see results 
sooner rather than later. 

Q: And you are will-
ing to put four years 
of your previous ed-
ucation on hold until 

then?
A: Yes. We do not want any edu-
cation or degree awarded by jun-
ta-back management. Friends 
and I even half-jokingly discussed 
career changes. We might try to 
take private vocational classes 
and start different professions if 
our dream of being a dentist is 
only achievable by sucking up to 
the junta. 

Q: Do your parents support 
your decision?
A: Yes. My parents stand by my 
decision.

Q: Did you and your friends 
also discuss studying abroad, 
leaving everything behind?
A: Not really. We all share the 
mindset that we are going to 
win. So, we are here to stay.
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An Unfolding Crisis:
Escalating Conflicts Put Myanmar’s 
Vulnerable Population in Peril
Myanmar is not new to human-
itarian crises. Even before the 
military staged a coup back in 
February, Myanmar has suffered 
many humanitarian challeng-
es – from natural disasters, de-
cades of ethnic conflict, to the 
COVID-19 global pandemic. Ac-
cording to Norwegian Refugee 
Council, almost one million peo-
ple in Myanmar rely on aid, and 
over a quarter of a million peo-

Starting from May 21, Myanmar 
military has been clashing with 
the Karenni Army, an armed wing 
of Karenni National Progressive 
Party (KNPP), and Karenni Peo-
ple’s Defence Force (KPDF) in 
Loikaw and Demoso townships 
of Kayah State. 

According to a report from the 
Irrawaddy on May 26, more than 

Myanmar military imposed a 
martial law in Mindat, Chin State 
on May 13 after the regime’s forc-
es stationed in Mindat area were 
hit hard by the attacks from the 
Chinland Defence Force (CDF). 
Since then, Myanmar military has 
terrorized the residents of Min-
dat with various means from us-
ing local youths as human shields 
to patrol the ward; cutting off 
water and food supplies to Min-
dat while it intensified attacks on 
the town with heavy machinery 

ple are residing in displacement 
camps in conflict-prone areas.

Since the Myanmar military de-
cided to take control of the coun-
try on February 1, the humanitari-
an crisis in Myanmar has spiraled 
down further. According to the 
latest Humanitarian Update by 
the Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Myanmar, a total of 121,000 peo-

70,000 people have been dis-
placed from 150 villages in Phe-
kon township of Shan State, and 
Demoso and Loikaw townships 
of Kayan State since the fighting.

Relief workers, camp manage-
ment leaders and residents 
urged the military forces not to 
fire at civilians and the IDP (inter-
nally displaced people) camps, 

and airstrikes.  

Starting mid-May, thousands are 
reportedly displaced in Mindat, 
a town that is home to 25,000 
population according to 2014 
Myanmar Census. Residents 
spoke to multiple media echoing 
the statement that about 90 per-
cent of Mindat’s population have 
fled their homes. According to 
reports from Myanmar Now and 
the Irrawaddy on May 19, about 
3000 to 8000 people are shel-

Kayah (Karenni) State

Chin State

and asked for international com-
munities to help with the basic 
needs for IDP camps. 

Despite the calls to avoid tar-
geting civilians, an aid worker 
from Pinkin Kaw Khu village near 
Kayah-Shan border, said that the 
camp sites had to be relocated 
since artillery fire landed in ini-
tially prepared camp area.

tering in the seven camps in the 
region while others are taking 
refuge in nearby forests or other 
towns and villages. Sources from 
both reports stated that emer-
gency food supplies are in need 
due to increasing population 
and the road transports being 
blocked. 

One Mindat resident also told 
Mizzima News that the locals 
are planning to set up more IDP 
camps and demanded the in-

ple are internally displaced in 
Myanmar due to clashes and in-
security in 2021.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/more-than-70000-people-displaced-as-fighting-rages-in-eastern-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/more-than-70000-people-displaced-as-fighting-rages-in-eastern-myanmar.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-cuts-off-water-and-food-supplies-to-rebel-town-of-mindat
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/food-medicine-urgently-needed-for-myanmar-refugees-fleeing-regime-forces.html
http://www.mizzimaburmese.com/article/80381
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ternational community’s help to 
declare the area as a safe zone 
so that junta’s soldiers will not 
attack aid workers travelling to 
camps. 
OCHA Myanmar’s report stat-
ed that 9000 IDPs are current-
ly staying in 16 sites, mainly in 

churches and monasteries in and 
around Mindat, and 7 sites in Saw 
in Magway Region. The report 
also said that clashes in Loklung 
village near Hakkha, the capi-
tal of Chin State, have resulted 
in displacement of around 1000 
people to neighboring villages. 

A government official from India 
told the media that about 1800 
people from Myanmar crossed 
the border in April, but as of now, 
the number has reached more 
than 15,400.

About 8500 people are report-
edly on the run in Kachin State 
since mid-March as the clashes 
between the Kachin Indepen-
dence Army (KIA) and Myanmar 
military reignited. Majority of 
these people remained internally 
displaced till now. 

On May 19, Myanmar Now re-
ported that about 3000 people 
are internally displaced in the 
town of Momauk in Kachin State 
with insufficient shelter, food in-
security and no access to health-

Since May 4, over 200 civilians are 
reportedly on the run due to the 
clashes between the Northern 
Alliance and Myanmar military 
in Kutkai township. Most of the 
fleeing people are taking shelter 
at Pyi Lone Chan Thar Monastery 
near Kutkai’s toll gate, according 
to Myanmar Now. 

The latest OCHA Myanmar’s re-
port stated that there are cur-

About 45,000 are reportedly dis-
placed in Kayin State with the 
majority of them hiding in jun-
gles and some 8000 sheltering in 
caves along Salween River at the 

care. According to a source fa-
miliar with the situation, about 
four new camps have been set 
up within monastery and church 
compounds, but as more people 
come in as the ongoing clashes 
escalate further, only basic ac-
commodation could be provided 
to the IDPs. 

On top of the looming humani-
tarian crisis, Kachin News Group 
reported on May 26 that the 
displaced population in the IDP 
camps of Chipwi township are 

rently 2800 people displaced in 
northern Shan State due to var-
ious clashes. In Hsipaw town-
ship, around 2510 have to flee 
from their homes as the fighting 
between the armed wing of the 
Restoration Council of Shan State 
(RCSS), Shan State Army-South 
and the allied forces of the Ta’ang 
National Liberation Army (TNLA) 
and the armed wing of the Shan 
State Progress Party (SSPP), the 

border with Thailand, according 
to OCHA Myanmar. As of May 23, 
around 7000 people from Kayin 
State have crossed the border to 
seek sanctuary in Thailand since 

Kachin State

Shan State

Kayin (Karen) State

being forcibly recruited to join 
Pyithu Sit (People’s Militias), a 
militia group-founded by the 
Myanmar military in accordance 
with the 2008 Constitution. One 
of the IDPs said, “Pyithu Sit has 
been informing us that one in ev-
ery household needs to join, ac-
cording to the order from above, 
and they have been collecting 
our household registration list.” 
There are currently two IDP 
camps in Chipwi township which 
host IDPs from over 10 nearby 
villages.

Shan State Army-North escalat-
ed on May 18. 

The report said that a total of 
15,151 people have been internally 
displaced in Shan State since the 
beginning of 2021.

late March, and some 1000 re-
main displaced in Mae Hong Son 
Province in Thailand.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/humanitarian-crisis-looms-for-thousands-of-idps-in-momauk
https://myanmar-now.org/mm/news/6693
https://burmese.kachinnews.com/2021/05/27/may-27-z1/
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Due to heightened security and 
deployment of troops in Sagaing 
region, there are also reports of 
residents fleeing their houses in 
the fear of impending raids and 
violence in the villages. 

The Irrawaddy reported on May 
27 that about 20,000 are inter-

Due to tightened security and 
intensifying violence in various 
regions and states, humanitari-
an response remains unattend-
ed in all conflict-affected areas. 
With a collapsing economy and 
barely-there banking system, 
many IDPs are facing food and 
health insecurity as the result of 
extended lack of access to food, 
hygiene and sanitation facilities. 

nally displaced from 50 villages 
in Kani and Mingin townships and 
have been hiding in the nearby 
forests since last week due to the 
deployments and shootouts be-
tween the Kani’s People Defence 
Force and the military security 
forces. In addition to the clash-
es, raiding, looking and killings 

The latest report from the UN 
Development program (UNDP) 
in late April said almost half of 
Myanmar’s population could be 
forced into poverty by the end 
of the year as situations in Myan-
mar continue to deteriorate. 

To quote UNHCR Regional 
Spokesperson for Asia and the 
Pacific, Catherine Stubberfield, 

Other Regions

Humanitarian Aids

committed by junta’s soldiers 
caused the mass displacement in 
Sagaing Region.   

The OCHA Myanmar report also 
said that 3900 people remain 
displaced in Mon State and Bago 
Region since February.

“No one chooses to be a refugee. 
When people’s lives and free-
doms are at risk, they flee to en-
sure their survival. It is therefore 
vital that anyone seeking asylum 
is able to access it, and that they 
are able to receive protection 
and assistance while they are 
displaced.”

“ A total of 121,000 people are internally displaced in 
Myanmar due to clashes and insecurity in 2021. ”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-20000-displaced-in-upper-myanmar-amid-junta-forces-raids.html
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Tamu, a town on India’s border, saw some coura-
geous battles of the people against the military 
started on 1 April, resulting in at least ten casualties 
of security forces. More recent fight on 11 May also 
saw several casualties from junta’s forces.

In Kayah, clashes between 
Karenni People Defense Force 
(KPDF) between junta’s forces 
began on 21 May. KPDF seized at 
least three outposts in Demoso 
and Bawlakhae with the help 
of local ethnic armed groups. 
KPDF also seized Mobye po-

lice station on 23 May, killing at 
least eighteen regime’s soldiers 

in the process.

More than 80 civilians were killed 
during the major crackdown of 
Ma Ga Dit, a key protest strong-
hold in Bago on 9 April. The peo-
ple side only had limited weap-
onry such as air guns, slingshots 
and Molotov cocktails.

Source: Myanmar Now, Irrawaddy

Clash between PDF and junta’s 
forces took place in 

Chaung Zin Village, 
Myaung Township 
on 12 May follow-
ing a murder of a 
pro military infor-
mant.

Talokmyo village, 
Myingyan town-
ship was targeted 
by regime’s forc-
es as they held 
strongly against 
them for weeks. 
24-hour-long bat-
tle on 11 May saw 

three casualties from 
military and several locals ab-

ducted.

Locals fired back with Tumi guns at junta’s sol-
diers who dispersed protesters violence in Pin-
lelbu, Katha District on 5 April. The most recent 

fight in Katha saw four casualties from 
junta’s soliders while Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA) reinforced 
People Defense Force (PDF) on 30 
May.

On 30 March, locals from Gantgaw district, later known as 
Kalay Region Defense Association (KRDA) attacked military 
reinforcement that were on route to Kalay. Regime’s sol-
diers retaliated by looting and raiding in the villages. An-
other fight broke out on 3 May and the most recent fight 
was near Nhan Khar village on 28 May.

A clash between local defense force, CDF and Myanmar military in 
Mindat, Chin state saw at least 30 junta’s soldiers killed during a four-
day-long battle that started on 24 April. Fresh clashes began on 12 
May, later turned into a massacre as regime used excessive forces, 
using human shields and even cutting off food and water supply to 
the locals.

Fighting broke out between CDF and junta’s forces twice in Kanpet-
let on 13 May and refueled again on 28 May.

The Chinland Defense Force (CDF) in 
Hakha, the capital of Chin State, resist-
ed attack by the military on 2-3 May. At least 
eight regime soldiers were killed.

On 2 April, a 
clash broke out 
in Thabyay Aye 
village, Yinma-
bin District fol-
lowing junta’s attempt to arrest 
a Burmese monk, resulting in four 
deaths of villagers and a few of re-
gime’s soldiers. 
Six locals were killed during a shootout 
between the military and a civilian-led 
security team in Kani Township,

People’s Battles 
against Regime’s Forces

Tarhan Ward’s Fortress in Kalay was 
where the people brought out Tumi 
guns for the very first time against 
junta’s forces on 28 March. Kalay 
Civil Army (KCA) managed to 
take down four of junta’s 
soldiers. Tarhan for-
tress was held until 
7 April, the day at 
least eleven pro-
testers were killed.
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Poets Dare to Die
Poets dare to die for the country. 
Poets dare to die for freedom, 
equality, justice and truth. On 
May 10, a veteran poet and for-
mer political exile, Maung Maung 
Nyein Aye, wrote a verse on his 
social media when Myanmar 
learned that the beloved poet 
Khet Thi was tortured to death: 

“Poems and poets may not sur-
vive, 
but the poets dare to die for the 
country to survive.” 

This short verse of Maung Maung 
Nyein Aye was also a tribute to 
the poets K Za Win and Kyi Lin 
Aye who had been killed during 
the crackdown of protesters in 
Monywa in March. Poet Khet Thi 
was the third poet to be killed 
by the junta during the Myan-
mar 2021 Spring Revolution. He 
was taken along with his wife 
and other family members on 
May 8, and was separated from 
them. The next morning, the wife 
learned of his death. 

Nobody ever imagined soon 
there would be the death of a 
fourth poet. Only five days later, 
a poet named Ko Sein Win was to 
die at the hands of the regime’s 
brutality. In the early morning 
when Ko Sein Win aged 60 was 
out to collect donations for the 
displaced victims of conflicts, 

he was thrown with a bucket 
of gasoline and set alight by an 
unknown assailant. His oval face 
framed by long hair, a trimmed 
mustache and beard were all 
melted away. He soon died on his 
way to the hospital. 

Myanmar’s political poets dare 
to die. They dare to stand for the 
truth and justice even if it means 
death.

Yet their legacy lives on. In the 
history of Myanmar’s resistance, 
poets know their words hold 
power to mobilize people, to ig-
nite passion for justice and truth, 
and to instill patriotism. Their 
lyricism and rhyming couplets 
come with a risk of death and 
detention, but they never fail to 
show solidarity with the strug-
gle of ordinary people, and have 
always been at the forefront of 
every resistance in history. This 
political poetry has been solid-
ified with years of oppression, 
from the British colonial rule 
to the successive military dic-
tatorship since 1962. Countless 
number of poets have been de-
tained and claimed the “enemies 
of the state” from Thakin Kodaw 
Hmaing under British rule to re-
cently killed poets K Za Win, Kyi 
Lin Aye, Khet Thi, and Ko Sein 
Win. Today, since the ousting of 
the elected government on Feb.1, 

2021, more than 30 poets have 
been imprisoned as the generals 
fear the power of the verses.

When the country was taken un-
der military rule in 1962 with the 
coup staged by General Ne Win, 
draconian censorship was im-
posed. Many artists, writers and 
poets were put behind bars un-
der the rule of Burma Socialist 
Program Party (BSPP) as they 
took part in resistance move-
ments — often criticizing the au-
thoritarian and corrupt nature of 
the state rule and the army gen-
erals. This oppressive tradition 
continued throughout the suc-
cessive military rules. Yet, poets 
managed to find ways to code 
their verses and deliver political 
messages that resonate with the 
people. They had whispered po-
ems in the dark corners of the 
tea shops. They had memorized 
their poems written with any-
thing they found in prison cells. 
Some had spent years in prison, 
and some the rest of their lives in 
exile. 

One among them was poet Tin 
Moe who longed to come back to 
his country, but died in exile. His 
famous poem named “The Great 
Guest” which he wrote in 1959 
described his longings for home 
as if he prophesied it. It reads:
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But he never made it home. Some 
poets never made it home. Some 
poets never lived long enough to 
see democracy, peace and pros-
perity coming home. Today, new 
generation poets join the rich 
history of political poetry, with 
the same old goal. Their aim is 
to fight for genuine democracy, 
equality, peace and prosperity 
come home this time. 

During the second week of Feb-
ruary, with internet shutdown 
and social media blockage, 
young poets (GenZ poets) start-

ed the political poetry campaign 
they dubbed as poem move-
ment using hashtags #Voice_
Of_Myanmar_Poet, #poem-
movement, #poetrymovement, 
#poetryagainstdictatorship and 
#poemrevolution. They printed 
out their resistance poems and 
distributed them to the people 
in the protest rallies and creat-
ed poetry walls and lampposts 
pasting the printed poems on 
the walls randomly across the 
town. These new generation po-
ets, just like ancestral political 
poets, now found the need (or a 

burden) to follow the footsteps 
of those who had started resist-
ing oppression and injustice with 
the power of the verses.

Just like the peace-loving poets 
who dared to die for freedom, 
the young poets now carry the 
newfound burden of fighting for 
freedom. For freedom and jus-
tice, Myanmar’s poets of all gen-
erations have proven that they 
dare to write, they dare to recite 
and they dare to die.

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/

https://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
https://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
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May in numbers

5529 people have been arrested 
since the military coup on Feb 1 
and 4409 people have remained 
under detention to this day, near-
ly 1,000 of which were arrested 
in May alone. The major growth 

Union Govt, S/R Govt members

Civilians

Journalists

NLD senior leaders party  
members, township chairs and 

members etc

UEC Members

Union & S/R Parliamentarians

Students

Lawyers

85

4409

3218

55

158

20

54

504

20

people remain under deten-
tion since the coup.

is seen in civilian and lawyer cat-
egories as the lawyers who had 
represented either abducted 
protesters or activists have been 
thrown into jail.  For instance, 
Thein Hlaing Tun, the lawyer for 

Dr Myo Aung the former Naypy-
itaw Council Chair, was arrested 
for a charge under section 505 (a) 
of the penal code on 24 May.
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Civilians 
Detained

Deaths

February March April May

279

23

0.82

19.36

6.93
2.89

1126 1104

542

709

194 81

840 people have been killed since the coup ac-
cording to Assistance Association for Politi-
cal Prisoners (AAPP) as of 30 May.

February March April May

Average Death per Day

Average death per day has signifi-
cantly dropped since the end of 
March as the protests shifted into 
guerrilla styles in most regions. 
Another significant factor of the 
decline is because civilians in 
certain parts of the country have 
armed themselves and put on 
fights against the junta’s forces. 

Source: Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners

Follow us on @mohingamatters @mohingamatters @mattersmohinga


