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Five months have passed since 
the military coup in the midst 
of a global pandemic. Myanmar 
people struggle between two 
deadly enemies: the military jun-
ta and Covid-19. The new vari-
ant of Coronavirus has landed in 
Myanmar where the healthcare 
system is dramatically collaps-
ing. In late June, as high as 18% of 
positive cases are found in daily 
testing capacity and the death 
toll due to Covid-19 continues 
to increase. The highest positive 
cases are found in Sagaing Re-
gion, Yangon Region and Chin 
State. With no sufficient health-
care workers and medical sup-
plies from the junta, local volun-
teers opened Covid-19 treatment 
center in Kalay, Sagaing Region. 
If we find a silver lining in this 
hardest of times, it’s the grow-
ing unity and community spirit 
among us.
When the junta is more danger-
ous than the global pandem-
ic, the people of Myanmar have 
no choice but to continue the 
revolution in various forms. The 
peaceful protests have never 
slowed down in the streets of 
Myanmar. Marching rallies, guer-
rilla strikes, people-less protests 
and online campaigns were seen 
throughout this month. Sever-
al remarkable protests such as 
the “Highland, Mainland United’’ 
themed protest on June 3, the 
“76 Flower Strike” on June 19, 
dedicated to the detained lead-
er Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s birth-
day, clearly showed that strike 
committees are in coordination. 
From Mandalay city to smaller 
townships and villages in central 
Myanmar, in Kachin State in the 
north, and in Tanintharyi Region 
in the south, the protesters con-
tinued to remind everyone that 
the revolution is still ongoing, 
our demand for federal democ-
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racy continues, and our rejection 
towards the military regime gets 
stronger. 
In parallel with peaceful protests, 
the people defense forces (PDFs) 
and guerilla resistance fighters 
are also at work. This month, at-
tacks on military informants and 
junta-appointed ward/village 
administrators were frequent. 
Bomb blasts also took place in 
the junta’s administration offices. 
In one incident, resistance fight-
ers threw a grenade inside the 
military truck, injuring at least six 
soldiers in Yangon this month. 
Although death is no laughing 
matter, many of us find comfort 
in knowing that karma returns to 
the junta’s soldiers. 
However, the Dalan (informant) 
problem remains at large. On 
June 22, Mandalay PDF members 
were ambushed by the junta’s 
forces when an informant tipped 
off the location where Mandalay 
PDF members were stationed. 
The bloody incident resulted in 
several arrests of PDF members. 
Despite the threats of dalan, lo-
cal resistance groups in Sagaing 
Region launched attacks at the 
junta’s forces, sometimes with 
the help of Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA). Similarly in Chin 
State and Kachin State, clashes 
broke out throughout the month 
of June. If we recall the clashes 
in Kayah (Karenni) State, the local 
resistance group Karenni Nation-
alities Defense Force (KNDF) and 
the regime’s forces agreed on a 
ceasefire on June 15 because of 
the growing internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in the region. 
In an interview with Russian me-
dia during his weapon-shopping 
trip to Moscow, the coup leader 
Min Aung Hlaing said that the 
State Administration Council 
(SAC) could not hold a new elec-
tion without peace and stability in 

the country. And to restore peace 
and stability, his answer is always 
to arrest, torture and kill people, 
whether it’s an 18-months-old 
baby or a 76-year-old elderly. The 
junta’s continuous crimes against 
humanity only build up stronger 
public resentment towards the 
entire institution. 
In the front of the civilian govern-
ment, the National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) has been busy form-
ing new ministries and holding 
press conferences. The NUG is 
also trying its best to attain legit-
imacy as the rightful government 
on the international stage. So has 
the SAC. But none of them has 
succeeded so far. 
In one of the press conferences, 
the NUG’s Defense Ministry 
mentioned that it will announce 
D-Day when the time comes. 
Having to witness the continu-
ous atrocities by the murderous 
junta, many of us feel that D-day 
hasn’t come soon enough and 
suspect if it ever will. Up against 
two deadly duos such as Covid 19 
and junta, we must be prepared.

“ If we find a silver 
lining in this hard-
est of times, it’s the 
growing unity and 
community spirit 
among us. ”
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2021 June 
 Timeline 

June 1, 2021

June 3, 2021

June 7, 2021

June 10, 2021

June 14, 2021

June 16, 2021

June 18, 2021

June 2, 2021

June 4, 2021

June 8, 2021

June 11, 2021

June 13, 2021

June 15, 2021

June 17, 2021

Schools reopened after a year and few students 
showed up as parents boycotted the Junta’s ed-
ucation system.

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
President Peter Maurer met with Min Aung 
Hlaing in Myanmar to share ICRC’s concerns on 
the current humanitarian situation and reinforce 
ongoing efforts to ensure space for neutral and 
impartial humanitarian action.

Foreign ministers from the 10 ASEAN members 
met with Wang Yi in Chongqing to discuss re-
gional matters, including the ongoing turmoil in 
Myanmar.

Global New Light of Myanmar newspaper re-
ported that Daw  Aung San Suu Kyi was charged 
with additional counts under the country’s an-
ti-corruption law. 
Military plane crash in Mandalay region was re-
ported and 12 people including officers from mil-
itary were killed. 
Dr Htar Htar Lin, former head of Myanmar’s 
COVID-19 immunization program, was arrested.

U.S. citizen Nathan Maung, the editor of Kama-
yut Media was released from detention in Myan-
mar and was due to fly out of the country.

Junta called G-7 memo ‘fabricated and biased’.

Junta formed a new Ministry of Cooperatives 
and Development of Rural Areas. 
A military truck was attacked by two bomb ex-
plosions in Tamwe township, Yangon, killing at 
least two junta’s soldiers.

Min Aung Hlaing attended a renaming ceremony 
of bridge in Mon State.

Up to 150 protesters took the street as a flash 
protest in the center of Yangon. 
Internet was cut off during NUG’s first ever press 
conference. 
According to her legal team, State Counsel-
or Aung San Suu Kyi has been moved from her 
home in Naypyitaw, to unknown location.

The lower house of Japan’s parliament passed 
a resolution condemning the Myanmar military 
coup.

Junta troops opened fire on unarmed civilians 
near Demoso in Kayah state, killing one and forc-
ing more than 10,000 villagers flee from their 
homes. 

During their flash mob protest, protesters in Yan-
gon celebrated Che Guevara’s birthday, and also 
burnt a flag of ASEAN.

The Karenni National Defense Force(KNDF) an-
nounced the temporary cease fire. 

Ward administrator for San Chaung township 
was shot and suffered an injury.
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June 23, 2021

June 27, 2021

June 29, 2021

Raymond, a popular rock singer passed away 
with stomach disease in the area controlled by 
ethnic armed force.

Freed journalist Nathan Maung said military had 
tortured the people during interrogation includ-
ing himself and his colleague Han Thar Nyein 
from Kamayut Media, who remained in custody.

Shoot-out between people’s force and military 
forces took place in Tamwe township, Yangon 
following a murder of a junta’s soldier.

June 20, 2021

June 22, 2021

June 26, 2021

June 28, 2021

June 30, 2021

Min Aung Hlaing left Myanmar to attend Mos-
cow Conference on International Security.

Reuters reported that Norwegian pension fund 
KLP would divest from Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone over the Indian company’s links 
to the Myanmar military.

Young protesters marched in downtown Yangon 
to pay homage to the late student leader Salai 
Tin Maung Oo, who fought against the regime 
led by the dictator General Ne Win and hanged 
45 years ago.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi warned her people to be 
careful as many COVID 19 cases in the country 
arise.

Over 2,000 detainees who were abducted during 
the spring revolution got released from respec-
tive prisons across the country.

June 19, 2021
People celebrated State Counselor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s birthday by wearing flowers on 
their heads, as a tribute to the lady. 
An explosion was heard near the United Nations 
office in Yangon. 
The U.N. resolution was adopted by a 119-1 vote 
of the General Assembly, with Belarus the only 
member voting against it. There were 36 absten-
tions.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected the Unit-
ed Nations resolution calling for an arms embar-
go on Myanmar.
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Many anti-coup protesters in 
Myanmar today doubt nonvio-
lent means alone could defeat a 
fascist army that has no respect 
for civilians’ lives including that 
of young children and women. 
Everyone, on the other hand, 
agrees a combination of dif-
ferent tactics could topple the 
coup. What started off as a non-
violent means of resistance in 
February had shifted to guerrilla 
warfare by late April. Protesters 
went from holding banners with 
quotes of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Mahatma Gandhi to quotes 
of comrades Che Guevara and Fi-
del Castro. Out of frustration and 
a dire need of protection to inno-
cent lives, civilians have started 
taking up arms as more than 800 
people died at the brutality of 
the regime’s forces.

It is certain that most people 
who join the armed training, and 
become a member of People 
Defense Force (PDF) as well as 
urban guerrilla warfare are only 
a few young able-bodied men.
The majority of the people who 
once joined nonviolent street 
protests in its heyday in February 
have now resorted to providing 
necessary support for the armed 
resistance fighters. On the oth-
er hand, finding necessary funds 
to sustain the Civil Disobedience 
Movement (CDM), nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize, has now 
become a struggle.

The United Nations’s Special 
Envoy to Myanmar, Christine 
Schwanger Burgener, warns of 
a possible civil war in Myanmar 
on May 24 if the UN Security 
Council does not take a timely 
action on Myanmar. A series of 

bomb blasts, gunshots and ran-
dom killings of the regime’s forc-
es and military informants have 
taken place across the country.
There has also been renewed 
clashes in areas that were rela-
tively peaceful in the last decade 
such as Karen (Kayin),Chin and 
Karenni (Kayah) States, and fre-
quent confrontations between 
ethnic armed groups in Kachin 
and northern Shan states has be-
come a new reality. 

With clashes leading to inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in different states and support 
needed for PDF, people now 
have different causes they need 
to provide support to.Gradual-
ly, CDM loses some support as 
resources are diverted and dis-
persed.Many CDM participants 
(civil servants on strike) and CDM 
support groups face challenges 
to sustain the nonviolent move-
ment. The central question here 
is whether we still have a chance 
at CDM until the end to topple 
the coup.

A political scientist and research-
er from Harvard University, Erica 
Chenoweth, studied hundreds of 
resistance campaigns over the 
last century around the world, 
and concluded that nonviolent 
campaigns are twice as likely 
to achieve their goals as violent 
campaigns. Although the factors 

that contribute to the success 
vary, favorable political change 
occurs if around 3.5 percent of 
the population actively pursue 
nonviolent participation. Suc-
cessful campaigns were found in 
Sudan and Algeria where nonvi-
olent campaigns led to resigna-
tion of dictators who had ruled 
the countries for decades. If only 
3.5 percent of Myanmar’s 55 mil-
lion could actively participate in 
providing sustainable support for 
CDM participants and actively 
boycotting military products, re-
fusing to recognize the legitima-
cy and to pay the bills, this will 
all contribute to the failure of the 
coup and the fall of the regime. 
Therefore, the nonviolent cam-
paign, CDM, needs continued at-
tention and support as much as 
an armed struggle.

Today, Myanmar’s CDM faces 
challenges with financial support 
that has decreased over time. A 
small number CDM participants 
have gone back to work as they 
struggle with livelihoods since 
they rely only on a humble fi-
nancial support from CDM sup-
port teams, and people around 
them. Only very committed ones 

Does CDM 
still have a chance?

“ To solve the problem of living on a hum-
ble income donated by people, some CDM 
participants have started small businesses 
selling handicrafts to food from home. ”
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stay on, and continue to refuse 
the legitimacy of the regime. On 
28 June in Karenni (Kayah) state 
alone, Kantarawaddy Times re-
ported that more than 1600 CDM 
participants from Ministry of Ed-
ucation (MOE) have been dis-
missed by the junta for refusing 
to work under the illegitimate 
military rule. Not only living on a 
small income (donations by the 
people) was hard for the CDM 
participants, but also increasing 
pressure and threats of arrest 
adds insult to injury. Some CDM 
leaders and outspoken CDM par-
ticipants have been issued a war-
rant. Some have been detained. 
Many of them have gone into 
hiding, and some are on the run 
as the regime cracks them down.

To solve the problem of living 
on a humble income donated by 
people, some CDM participants 
have started small businesses 
selling handicrafts to food from 
home. Citizens have thrown 
support despite economic hard-
ship in addition to struggle with 
different causes to contribute 
to.Social media pages emerged 
where people can find all small 

businesses of CDM participants. 
Artists also offer free logos and 
trademarks for the business run 
by CDM participants. CDM sup-
port teams have also found the 
need to sustain the CDM move-
ment by providing vocational 
classes and providing small loans 
to set up business. One young 
female banker who is doing CDM 
said she joins evening classes 
taught online for handicrafts and 
flower-arrangements, and she 
wishes to use the skills to start 
a business. There are also online 
teaching classes on how to make 
famous Kho Taung Mount Di (a 
rice noodle salad from Kho Taung 
township in Mandalay region) 
and how to market it in the right 
portion with appropriate price. 
CDM participants from Yangon 
Electricity Supply Corporation 
(Tarmwe township) are adamant 
that they will continue doing 
CDM until the end, until democ-
racy is restored in the country. 

Despite the failing economy and 
worrying situation of pandemic, 
Myanmar people have been re-
silient to resist the regime. De-
spite having different causes to 

contribute to, from armed strug-
gle, IDPs to CDMs, people remain 
persistent that they will contin-
ue this struggle to build a better 
Myanmar for the future genera-
tions. Myanmar’s CDM with re-
newed tactics for sustainability 
still have a chance to contribute 
to the fall of the brutal regime. 
Until the fascist regime has fall-
en, we must continue to come 
up with different strategies and 
different ways to sustain them.
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Euronews, UN envoy warns of 
possible civil war in Myanmar, 24 
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UN, Myanmar: Timely support 
and action by Security Council 
‘really paramount’, says UN Spe-
cial Envoy, 18 June 2021
The Diplomat, Life in Hiding: 
Myanmar’s Civil Disobedience 
Movement, 22 June 2021

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/
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Some days, I would sit by the window in my room,

I loved it...

The feeling it gave me.

When dawn came, the city rekindles its fire after last night’s calm,

Stirring in its wake, humming its melody,

And I would watch and listen,

Creating stories in my head.

In the evening, the setting sun parts a curtain in the horizon

An opening act before the magic show.

I sit by the window, the best front-row seat

Gazing up at the stars as they bop up and down the midnight blue ocean,

Manifesting and unmanifesting their extra-terrestrialness,

The moon- a heavenly addition to this incandescence.

While the earth praises its unparalleled grace

With a faint murmur and fresh aromas,

A gentle breeze from the darkness ruffles my hair, comforting me,

Whispering in my ear, asking me why I’m awake.

Still, I observed, an astonished spectator,

The window- my kaleidoscope,

Presenting a universe through its lens,

All for me to devour,

My little window of heaven.

Before

The Window
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I long to sit by the window in my room,

I miss it...

The feeling it gave me.

The window hangs on the wall like an empty 

picture frame,

Patched up with crime scene tapes the color 

of withered padauk,

Forbidden like a cursed object

As if anyone who went near it would suffer a 

terrible fate,

A symbol of freedom long forgotten.

My time near the window was rationed,

The gift of sight was contraband I couldn’t 

afford

For beyond my beloved window lay a crime 

scene,

A horrible massacre enough to last us a life-

time.

The night breeze came knocking on my win-

dow,

Asking me to open it up and let him in,

Let him caress my face, my hair, my body 

with his cold touch,

I told him it was dark,

The window had to be shut, the curtains 

drawn, the lights put out,

After

And the moon dims in synchrony,

The stars sent down a search party,

But I was nowhere to be found,

Hidden inside my house

Where their celestial glow couldn’t soothe 

me-

Scared, blinded, and silenced.

But my sense of hearing fed me screams

As man’s cruelest invention roars

Bombs exploded, shots fired, machine guns 

chattered like teeth in the dead of winter

Yet they pale in comparison

To the cry of a motherless child

Or of a mother who lost her seven-year-old 

daughter.

When summer emerged and blessed the 

earth with the first rain in April,

My sense of smelling knew

That in the place of petrichor was the scent of 

blood,

Eight hundred pools of crimson spotted the 

land

Like a disease,

Like an ugly reminder,

To whoever slaved

Under greed and power.

blue.euphoria.poetry
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It’s been five months of our con-
tinued struggle for democracy. 
During this fight the people’s 
voice is unanimous in one as-
pect: “We do not want military 
regime.” For some, in the face 
of repeated bloody crackdowns, 
the message form has changed 
from marching in the streets to 
picking up arms. However, the 
message itself is still consistent. 
Never again the people will bow 
down towards military rule. So 
while we keep on speaking up, 
one question arises, “Does our 
voice being considered at the in-
ternational stage?” 
The international community 
could play tremendous role in 
addressing ongoing crisis, and 
supports and concerns of the 
United Nations (UN) and dem-
ocratic member countries have 
been heartwarming. We believe 
that UN is doing what is right. 
However, its constraints are so 
substantial that it keeps fail-
ing repeatedly in humanitarian 
crises such as the ones in Syria 
and Yemen. UN Security Coun-
cil’s setting, which could have 
been credited with preventing 
global-scale armed conflicts in 
its creation, is finding powerless 
to stop modern-day challenges.  
While the world no longer has 
the casualties in the scale of WW1 
& 2, present-day humanitarian 
disasters are making mockery of 
the goals UN is trying to achieve. 
If the UN could not solve human-
itarian catastrophe at Syria in 10 
years, it would be preposterous 
to think it can be any difference 
in Myanmar. However, we still 
believe UN to be among the most 
important organization in seek-
ing improved situations in Myan-
mar. A lot people in Myanmar are 

The People Have Spoken. 
Hear Us! 

getting annoyed with the UN’s 
statements as these statements 
do not protect us from junta’s 
rampage. However, if engaged 
properly, we believe these will 
snowball into concrete results. 
The people will have to keep on 
making our voices heard there. 
Alongside UN, the democratic 
countries seem to support the 
cause of the people, to a varying 
degree, with Canada, US, UK, EU 
countries, Australia, New Zea-
land and Asian democracies such 
as Korea and Japan, among oth-
ers having shown genuine con-
cerns. However, for the UN and 
democracy countries to consid-
er our people’s view, it will need 
more than that. It will need to 
dialogue with our representative 
body by acknowledging the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) 
of Myanmar. While NUG has its 
problems and a lot Myanmar na-
tionals have criticisms at NUG, it 
remains, along with National Uni-
ty Consultative Council (NUCC) 
and Committee Representing 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), the 
body which represents the peo-
ple’s will the closest. However, 
the recognition towards NUG is 
still limited, possibly in part due 
to NLD government’s perceived 
implications in Rohingya geno-
cide. Allegations of civilian gov-
ernment’s complicity in Rohingya 
genocide and other war crimes 
of the generals and their forces 
committed over past five years   
are the challenges NUG have to 
address in good faith, not just to 
gain diplomatic support but to 
learn from the past, to ensure the 
perpetrators are taken account-
able and to ensure such atroci-
ties never repeat. Nonetheless, 
when it comes to commitments 

towards democratic values, the 
international community will find 
it much easier to reason with 
NUG compared to erratic military 
government, and dialogue must 
be continued with NUG, and its 
recognition must be considered 
seriously.
On individual countries, China 
is in a position to put the high-
est influence on Myanmar. It has 
strong ties with the junta’s mil-
itary and has influence over a 
myriad of ethnic armed organi-
zations (EAOs) along its borders. 
Also, being a leading investor 
and trading partner, China holds 
a strong grip on Myanmar’s legal 
and illegal economy. On the con-
trary to what many protestors 
alleged, we do not think the Chi-
nese government encouraged 
the junta to stage coup. If any, 
they should have talked against 
such madness. China has vast 
interests in Myanmar, and the 
coup will surely cause compli-
cations. Unlike Min Aung Hlaing 
and his lackeys, the Chinese re-
gime is not irrational.
However, what happened after 
coup is a different story as the 
Chinese government repeatedly 
tried to legitimize military coun-
cil’s rule, from calling the coup 
“a cabinet reshuffle” to shielding 
the junta from international re-
buke and the Chinese Embassy 
addressing Min Aung Hlaing, “the 
Leader of Myanmar.” We can un-
derstand why China would want 
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a government it can influence, 
however backing the junta will 
be a big mistake. Military-ruled 
Myanmar docilely turning to-
wards China is an unlikely sce-
nario now with the junta unable 
to install a functioning govern-
ment. Instead, what’s likely is 
a protracted people’s struggle 
against military rule. For China, 
unlike the centralized govern-
ment with clear leadership, it will 
be impossible for them to bribe 
or blackmail to pockets of armed 
citizens rising up. Ultimately, 
China and the junta will end up 
having to invest a lot to protect 
Chinese interests and that cost 
will only grow as the country 
slips towards a fail state. 
Anti-China sentiments in Myan-
mar rooted from Chinese gov-
ernment supporting Than Shwe 
regime and Chinese businesses 
perceived disregard for environ-
ment and local populace, and 
this sentiment has grown expo-
nentially since coup. Moreover, 
neither China nor junta can ma-
nipulate race issue here, as many 
Myanmar nationals of Chinese 
ancestry are sharing these views 
towards Chinese government. 
For China to pursue its econom-
ic interests in Myanmar, the only 
way is Myanmar to have a gov-
ernment which has consent of 
the governed. 
Aside China, Russia is supporting 
the military regime even more 
visibly. However, Russia is only 
helping its arms buyer, and it’s 
ties here are almost exclusively 
military-to-military. We see no 
viability for NUG to engage with 
them, but Russia can only lend 
diplomatic support to the mili-
tary council. Unlike that of China, 
Russia’s reach is limited here and 
Myanmar provides no incentives 
for its direct military intervention 
as in Syria.
Then there is ASEAN, who is best 
positioned for dialogue. How-
ever, ASEAN is a fragmented 

body and their efforts are being 
hampered by division among 
its members who want to nor-
malize the coup and who are 
condemning the atrocities com-
mitted by the junta’s forces. The 
need for a cohesive response is 
obvious, and ASEAN’s capabili-
ty and relevance will be judged 
there. Disappointingly, ASEAN 
have repeatedly failed to listen 
to the people of Myanmar, and is 
making worse by giving the plat-
form to junta’s side alone. After 
two months into issuing the five 
points consensus, junta’s troops 
are yet to (point one) cease vio-
lence and show restraint. Worse, 
despite the five points consen-
sus was declared under high op-
timism at the meeting, Min Aung 
Hlaing immediately declared that 
he will only consider the points 
after stabilizing the country, in 
direct contradiction to ASEAN’s 
statement.
Upon considering actions of in-
ternational players, we have 
come to conclusion that our 
voices are being heard by all, but 
not loudly enough and some are 
deliberately ignoring our voic-
es. Not heeding to the people’s 
voice could have serious reper-
cussions within Myanmar and 
across borders. Myanmar as a 
failed state would mean death 
and destruction for us, and it will 
not do any good for regional se-
curity, stability and prosperity. 
The international community has 
limited tools to shape junta and 
fascist military institution’s pol-
icies, and ASEAN’s engagement 
with the junta should have been 
made clear by now. However, 
influential international commu-
nity members such as China or 
ASEAN are yet to take the peo-
ple’s voice into consideration.   
Regardless, the international 
community have a significant 
role to play and we believe NUG 
should be proactively engaging 
with them. In order to do that 

the federal democratic forces 
will need to discuss strategies for 
way forward in good faith. Over-
whelming majority of the people 
of Myanmar are already in strong 
support of NUG, NUCC, CRPH 
to begin with. However, de-
cades-old ethno-religious strife 
had caused considerable distrust 
among each other and it will take 
much diligence and sincerity to 
improve understanding, so that 
the people’s representatives can 
represent people’s interests well, 
domestically and internationally.  
The external supports, for legit-
imacy, diplomacy and in other 
strategic areas, will be essential 
in uprooting military dictatorship 
and in building a federal demo-
cratic future. The military council, 
equipped with modern weapons 
openly purchased at global arms 
markets and utter disregard to 
civilian casualty, will be near im-
possible to stop without inter-
national support. But that won’t 
deter the people from contin-
ued resistance against the junta. 
Consequently, Myanmar becom-
ing a failed state is unavoidable, 
but with our own prudence and 
international support, we could 
make the time as a failed state 
to be the shortest. The task to 
convince the international com-
munity to lend their supports to-
wards we the people is ours and 
our representatives’. 

The people have clearly spoken. 
We want a federal democratic 

future. 
We reject military rule. 

Stand with us.
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A year ago, Myanmar students 
were not able to return to class-
rooms because of the raging 
Coronavirus. And this year, many 
students refuse to go back to 
classrooms as an act of defiance 
against the military junta. But 
education cannot wait, so ho-
meschooling and online learn-
ing have become alternatives for 
striking parents and students. 
This month, we talked to a repre-
sentative from Pyit Tine Htaung 
Education, a homeschooling 
project organized by a group of 
educators. Pyit Tine Htaung Ed-
ucation aims to provide an al-
ternative education solution for 
parents and students joining the 
Civil Disobedience Movement 
(CDM).

Q. When was Pyit Tine Htaung 
Education formed? And what 
are its objectives?
A.   We began to prepare home-
schooling materials for Pyit Tine 
Htaung education on May 9, and 
introduced our first classes on 
May 31. Due to the Coronavirus 

outbreak, education in Myan-
mar was put on hold last year. 
Pyit Tine Htaung wants to help 
continue education for young 
children with homeschooling 
methods. While there are many 
organizations creating oppor-
tunities for online learning, not 
many of them are designed for 
primary students. We started 
Pyit Tine Htaung to implement 
an education system which pro-
vides free quality education, ac-
cessible for everyone.

Q: What kind of education Pyit 
Tine Htaung is providing?
A: Since our goal is to promote 
homeschooling, we are consult-
ing and providing homeschooling 
and teaching techniques to fam-
ilies that have internet access, 
as well as family members who 
are able to participate in home-
schooling projects. We open on-
line classes for those who need 
help in teaching techniques.
What makes Pyit Tine Htaung 
unique is that while our curricu-
lums are based on international 

curriculums, we adjust our pro-
grams according to the children’s 
needs. With English, Maths and 
Science being core subjects, we 
also teach Computing as an ad-
ditional class. Based on the Cam-
bridge framework, the learning 
resources are mostly written in 
English, and we encourage vol-
unteers and parents to use their 
mother tongue as the medium 
of instruction. In a challenging 
time which is far from normal, 
we want to make learning fun for 
young children. In collaboration 
with other organizations, we also 
provide psychosocial support 
and human rights education.

Q: How many students are cur-
rently studying in Pyit Tine 
Haung? And how old are they?
A: Currently, we have about 200 
students, mainly primary stu-
dents between age 5 to 11 learn-
ing KG to Grade 5 (Year 1 to 6) 
education. We have also opened 
two classes for high school stu-
dents due to the requests from 
parents.

Q: How many teachers and vol-
unteers do you have?
A: We have about 50 teachers, 
including Pyit Tine Htaung mem-
bers and volunteer teachers.

Q: What is the basic challenge 
you face in operating Pyit Tine 
Htaung?
A: The biggest challenge is safety 
and security concerns. The coun-
try has been in turmoil since the 
military seized power in the coup 
d’etat. We all know that the junta 
forces will start arresting organ-
isations like us very soon. That’s 
why we built up a cover story 
where we promoted homes-
chooling as one of the preven-
tion measures against COVID-19. 
Although this is also a call to re-
sist, we do not go against the 
junta military publicly to ensure 
the sustainability of the whole 

Education 
Can’t Wait
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project. Even so there have been 
some safety and security issues.

Q: Do you receive any feed-
back from parents and teach-
ers about the challenges they 
face?
A: The main challenge for them 
is that they are not familiar with 
digital devices and technolo-
gy. Students from various back-
grounds join our online classes. 
So while some students can easi-
ly use applications like Zoom and 
Kahoot!, others who do not have 
prior experience in online learn-
ing have to struggle to adapt to 
the digital tools. In some cases, 
stable internet connection is also 
an issue.
There have been a number of in-
cidents that raised our security 
concerns. But as our safety and 
security measures, we always 
ask volunteers to use aliases, to 
turn off their cameras or wear a 
face mask when teaching online, 

and not to share any of their per-
sonal information.

Q. This month, NUG published 
an interim education program. 
What do you think of the pro-
gram?
A: The NUG is the Burmese gov-
ernment in exile, and there are 
limitations on what they can do. 
With previous education reform 
plans, the programme will hard-
ly meet the certain immediate 
needs. Proper plans for offline 
teaching/ physical classes are 
still not included in the docu-
ment. The implementation re-
quires more coordination with 
organisations on the ground. At 
the community level, we cannot 
just rely on online learning. When 
we talk about inclusion and equi-
ty in education, we need to take 
out-of-school children and less 
privileged children into consid-
eration. We hope we can fill in 
this gap. And in the future even 

if the country returns the civilian 
government the project will still 
exist, sharing learning resources 
and providing support for home-
schooling.

Q: Looking ahead, the coun-
try’s political turmoil will se-
verely impact the education 
sector. Are you ready for the 
uphill battle?
A: Amidst political and econom-
ic uncertainty, the education 
sector will face prevailing chal-
lenges. However, education is 
the only solution and our project 
shall strive against the junta.

For more information about Pyit 
Tine Htaung Education, follow 
its Facebook page @pyittine-
htaungedu.
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The Karenni 
Resistance

Kayah State, situated in Eastern 
Myanmar, is Myanmar’s small-
est state with a population of 
300,000 people. Formerly known 
as the Karenni State, it was rec-
ognized as an independent state 
and never fully incorporated into 
Myanmar until 1947 when it was 
promised a possibility of seces-
sion from the union after 10 years. 
However, the dream of Karenni 
Independence has been denied 

Despite its small scale, Kayah 
State is not short of armed forc-
es as with many other ethnic 
states in Myanmar. There are 
at least seven armed organiza-
tions in Kayah State to this day. 
Historically, the most consistent 
one has been the Karenni Na-
tional Progressive Party (KNPP), 
backed by its own army, the 
Karenni Army (KA). Since 1957, 

Since the early February, Kayah 
State has stood with the majority 
of Myanmar in protesting against 
junta’s coup. As more and more 
people took to the streets of 
Kayah, junta’s forces respond-
ed by starting to arrest people. 
In the early days, the detainees 
got released without much trou-
ble in most cases. There was also 

by the successive governments 
of Myanmar.
Kayah shares borders with Shan 
State on the north, Kayin State 
on the south and Thailand on the 
east and is home to many eth-
nicities with the Kayah being the 
majority (above 50%) followed by 
Bamar, Shan, Karen, Intha, Pa-o 
etc. Once claimed as a potential 
tourist attraction, Kayah State 
has suffered one of the highest 

the Karenni Army has been fight-
ing junta’s forces, apart from 
a brief ceasefire in 1995. Other 
prominent organizations include 
Kayan New Land Party (KNLP) 
who has a ceasefire agreement 
with military since 1994 and the 
Karenni National People’s Lib-
eration Front (KNPLF) that has 
turned into a government-spon-
sored border guard force in 2009. 

an occasion where seven people 
got arrested on February 12 and 
thousands of people started to 
gather for their release. As things 
started to look intense, Kayan 
New Land Party (KNLP) stepped 
up and negotiated with junta’s 
forces for the release of detain-
ees. However, peaceful protests 
in Kayah started to encounter vi-

Armed Groups

Background

Early Days of Protest

Less known armed forces such as 
Karenni National Peace Develop-
ment Party (KNPDP) and Karenni 
National Solidarity Organization 
(KNSO) are also splinter groups of 
KNPP. The most recently formed 
armed group in Kayah State is 
called Karenni Nationalities De-
fense Force (KNDF), a coalition of 
several anti-regime forces in the 
region. 

olent crackdown in March. Jun-
ta’s forces killed three protest-
ers in Loikaw in March and April 
which had signaled the people in 
the region to prepare for the al-
ternative ways of showing disap-
proval towards military coup.

number of displacements in his-
tory due to on-going fights be-
tween junta’s forces and people’s 
forces.
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On May 20, junta’s soldiers went 
on a shooting spree and con-
ducted arbitrary arrests of at 
least 13 people. The people de-
fense force (KPDF), a part of 
KNDF, responded by taking up 
arms, seizing security outposts in 
Demoso township starting May 
21, which later led to a full-blown 
battle that went on for nearly a 
month. People’s forces claimed 

Things went from bad to worse 
when regime’s soldiers left no 
stone unturned in their cam-
paign of cracking down civilians. 
Due to the blocked route, IDPs 
soon struggled shortage of food 
supplies and those who volun-
teered to go back into the town 
were either arrested or killed by 
junta’s forces. When the num-

Despite the existence of many 
armed organizations in the re-
gion, KNDF received little help 
from those forces except Karen-
ni Army during the recent battle 
against the military. As ethnic 
armed groups do not necessari-
ly share the same political goals 
as the newly formed National 
Unity Government (NUG) which 
represent the 2020 election re-
sults, their lack of coordination 
is understandable. KNDF did not 
specify the duration of the cease-
fire although it has promised to 
stay defiant towards the military 
regime in various ways and urged 
the public to do the same. There 
have been many examples previ-
ously where the military breaks 

An elderly man was seen with a 
white flag on his bike as he came 
home from harvesting bamboo 
shoots 

many victories in the early days 
due to the enemy’s unfamiliarity 
with the region, killing more than 
40 regime troops in the weekend 
during an ambush on a police 
station in Moebye township. The 
on-going battles forced the resi-
dents in Kayah State to flee their 
homes and take refuge in near-
by forests and villages. In retalia-
tion to heavy causalities, regime 

ber of displaced people has ex-
ceeded 100,000, the ceasefire 
decision was made by KNDF on 
June 15 after negotiations with 
regime’s soldiers and religious 
leaders. Following the ceasefire, 
some of the displaced people 
came back to town in the hope 
of comfort but only to find their 
homes destroyed and nearly two 

ceasefire agreements, hence it 
is difficult to believe the tempo-
rary peace will last. Nonetheless, 
the Karenni resistance has not 
only proved the world that the 
handmade rifles can match the 
Russian and Chinese imports but 
also inspired the whole nation to 
stay in the fight.

Reference: 
Myanmar Now
Wikipedia
Aljazeera, Villages empty, civil-
ian armed groups rise in eastern 
Myanmar, 7 June 2021

The Battles

Ceasefire

What to Come

forces carried out airstrikes and 
shelled heavy artilleries on May 
31, causing fatalities of civilians 
including KPDF members. Plac-
es of worship had also been tar-
geted as at least eight churches 
were hit by junta’s forces in an 
attempt to make such places un-
bearable for refugees. 

dozen of dead bodies who were 
killed on their way towards more 
supplies. Nearly a month-long 
battle resulted in over 100 deaths 
from junta’s forces, 50 from peo-
ple’s forces and over 100,000 dis-
placed people.
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WHO data shows that COVID-19 
cases peaked and plateaued be-
tween October and November. 
Since December first week the 
cases have declined consistent-
ly. However, the cases which re-
corded 2,571 for the week ending 

Collapse of health systems and 
lack of testing capabilities mean 
nonexistence to ridiculously low 

According to “Our World in Data”, 
the most recent available data on 
May 13 showed 3.3% of the popu-
lation in Myanmar have received 
at least COVID vaccination. The 
same data source indicates glob-
al average then was 8.8% and has 
since improved to 22.7% on June 
25.  Source: https://ourworldin-
data.org/coronavirus/country/
myanmar.

January 25 suddenly dropped to 
297 cases for the week ending 
February 8, with the coup d’état 
wiping away the testing capa-
bilities. Recorded weekly cases 
hovered between 50 to 200 for 
next 14 weeks. However, starting 

cases and deaths, in the official 
data. https://covid19.who.int/re-
gion/searo/country/mm. 

from last week of May, the cases 
began to rise. The week ending 
June 21 claims the highest cas-
es with 5,138 confirmed cases. 
Source: https://covid19.who.int/
region/searo/country/mm.

COVID-19 Third Wave
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Attacks on Health Care

Discussions and Conclusion

WHO defines an attack as any 
act of verbal or physical vio-
lence, threat of violence or other 
psychological violence, or ob-

The second wave of COVID-19 
was starting to decline at the 
end of 2020. Vaccination pro-
grams were initiated by the ci-
vilian administration in January 
and had these programs were 
to gain expected momentum, 
Myanmar would have been in a 
better position to face the third 
wave. However, the coup and its 
consequences such as civil dis-
obedience movement and, more 
importantly, the attack, arrest or 
other restrictions of healthcare 
workers had severely affected 
the health system.  COVID-19 has 
nature of straining health system 
to begin with, and ongoing health 
system collapse, could lead to di-
sastrous implications. Even with-
out COVID, breakdown of health 
system is already laying foun-
dations to future health crises 
by having disrupted eradication 
efforts in communicable diseas-
es, immunization programs and 
more. During Syrian Civil War, at-
tack on health and health system 
breakdown currently being ob-

struction that interferes with the 
availability, access and delivery 
of curative and/or preventive 
health services. Starting Febru-

served in Myanmar, caused polio 
to re-emerge, despite Syria be-
ing polio-free for two decades. 
Such scenarios, over-burdened 
by COVID-19, is not unrealistic in 
Myanmar. 
Moreover, if we expand our chal-
lenges into armed-conflict and 
economic collapse, the situation 
becomes even more dire. The 
junta’s forces are actively work-
ing to deny treatments of any-
one they do not like in cities and 
conducting blanket blockade of 
basic essentials such as medicine 
and foodstuffs to conflict affect 
areas. Destroyed livelihoods, loss 
of jobs and incomes, compound-
ed by ongoing bank crisis and 
cash crunch is also getting worse 
day-by-day. From the COVID it-
self, the new variants are prov-
ing to be far more challenging. 
In short, the virus is getting more 
dangerous and everything hap-
pening here points out to a grim-
mer future compared to during 
the second wave where over 
3,000 people died of COVID.

ary 1st to date, attack on health in 
Myanmar represents almost half 
of all such attacks globally (220 
out of 460).
March, being the bloodiest 
month, saw the highest num-
ber of attacks on health. This 
number has declined since and 
WHO data shows only 3 attacks 
in June. However, under report-
ing is suspected with local media 
frequently reporting arrests of 
healthcare workers at their resi-
dences and places of practice. 

While the junta’s forces have oc-
cupied the public hospitals since 
March, raiding for-profit private 
hospitals/clinics and charity clin-
ics to search CDM doctors or in-
jured protesters is also not un-
common.

COVID-19 outbreaks are being 
reported as clusters across the 
country and individual cases are 
starting to be visible in cities. 
The third wave is already here for 
more than a month. We will con-
tinue resisting the military dicta-
torship without a doubt, but that 
also means we need to take care 
of ourselves more diligently. 
We need help to have better 
chance against COVID, both 
within the country and from out-
side in the form of humanitarian 
aid. Individually, every citizen 
would need to pay strict atten-
tion towards the pandemic for 
our lives and for us to contin-
ue the fight against oppression. 
However, without international 
support, a perfect humanitarian 
disaster combining war, disease 
and famine looms. 
Take care everyone, protect 
against the bullets, the arrests, 
and also the virus.
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June in numbers

Over 2,000 people who were 
detained during the spring rev-
olution have been released from 
respective prisons across the 
country on June 30. Thousands 

76 people have been detained as 
hostages because the regime’s 
forces could not locate the tar-
geted individuals. Among the 
hostages, 36 people are identi-

3000+

76

people remain under detention since 
the coup

people have been detained as hostages

of people had gathered in front 
of prisons’ gates to welcome 
back their family members since 
7 am yet detainees including 
journalists and celebrities were 

fied as females, and the young-
est hostage is a 2-year-old and 
the oldest being 75-year-old. As 
of June 4, 28 detained hostages 
were released but 45 people re-

not released until 6 pm. The re-
lease today means about 3,000 
political prisoners remained un-
der detention.

main in detention. In one scenar-
io, the mother of a political activ-
ist was sentenced to three years.

883 people have been killed since the coup 
as of 29 June 2021.

Average Death per Day Average death per day has grad-
ually decreased since the end of 
March yet more than a person 
is killed by junta every day. 22 
people have been killed in po-
lice custody since February. 13 of 
them were killed within 24 hours 
of detention, four within two 
days, another four within a week 
and one within two weeks. 

Source: Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners
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