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Another month has gone. For all 
we suffered in July, August pro-
vided us a much-needed break, 
most of our loved ones have re-
covered from COVID-19 although 
we had to let go of some forever. 

In August, we were able to ig-
nite our hope for freedom once 
again. Yet we witnessed another 
type of evil, no less horrendous 
than Min Aung Hlaing himself, 
which was a group of opportun-
ists exploiting profits out of peo-
ple’s miseries during the hardest 
times. If it weren’t for those peo-
ple stocking and limiting sup-
plies on ground to drive up pric-
es of necessary supplies such as 
oxygen tanks, oxygen concentra-
tors and Covid medicines, many 
people would have been alive to-
day. Such prices have fallen back 
from the sky due to the mass im-
ports. Deaths and infected cas-
es have also decreased as the 
whole month was announced as 
public holidays due to the out-
break. Still, at least 5,000 people 
passed away with COVID-19 in 
August. Junta tried to take credit 
for the reduced number of cas-
es/deaths; however, people are 
not having any of it. If the prices 
got rocket high partly due to the 
market opportunists, the third 
wave got momentum due to jun-
ta’s mismanagement in the first 
place. We got nothing but hatred 
towards the regime.

Min Aung Hlaing formed the 
caretaker government and ap-
pointed himself as the prime 
minister in the beginning of the 
month, seen by political analysts 
as a preparatory move for Sep-
tember’s credential challenge in 
United Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA). National Unity Gov-
ernment (NUG)’s ministers have 
also geared up efforts in holding 

August Recap
onto the current Myanmar am-
bassador’s seat in UN which is 
now occupied by U Kyaw Moe 
Tun, the man who has pledged 
loyalty to the people side. Re-
gardless of the constant down-
play of UN’s role in the country’s 
future by major populace (a re-
sult of early high expectations 
unmet), the legitimacy is likely to 
bring NUG much needed diplo-
matic aid, funding and eventually 
proper ways of military weapons 
procurement. Probably sens-
ing their defeat, junta’s lackeys 
planned an assassination plot on 
U Kyaw Moe Tun who is residing 
in the US with help from a mili-
tary general’s families’ acquain-
tance. The puppet spokesman of 
the regime came out and denied 
it was their doing; however, the 
whole world knew State Admin-
istrative Council (SAC) wouldn’t 
be too unhappy had the assassi-
nation been successful.

Among the good things that took 
place in August, NUG’s raffle tick-
et campaign was quite a triumph. 
Five million USD worth of raffle 
tickets were sold through brave 
volunteers inside and outside 
the country. It was announced 
clearly that the money would go 
directly to fund people defense 
forces (PDF) and while five mil-
lion may not be enough to set up 
an army, it sure is encouraging to 
witness such amount of money 
raised in a short period of time 
that proves that people are still 
behind NUG despite occasional 
rants on social media. Another 
sustainable initiative of NUG was 
also announced and implement-
ed in the form of lottery which 
too received overwhelming sup-
port from the public, selling the 
daily tickets limit equivalent of 
65,000 USD every day. The only 
complaint the public is express-

ing is there are not enough tick-
ets. However, it is still unclear 
how or when the winning priz-
es will be transferred into the 
public’s accounts. And although 
many consider buying lottery 
tickets for the sake of donation 
instead of favorable return on 
investment, NUG must ensure 
rewarding plans are in place to 
keep this sustainable. Otherwise, 
people will eventually run out of 
money running non-stop charity. 
There were also reports of peo-
ple’s local bank accounts and 
e-wallets being frozen for being 
linked with selling or buying raf-
fle tickets and lottery tickets. The 
whole episode seems like the 
spring revolution in a nutshell 
where NUG asks for people’s 
support, people overwhelming-
ly follow instructions, junta op-
presses people, NUG having lim-
ited option or plan to protect its 
supporters. 

“ Regardless of the 
constant downplay 
of UN’s role in the 
country’s future by 
major populace (a 
result of early high 
expectations un-
met), the legitima-
cy is likely to bring 
NUG much need-
ed diplomatic aid, 
funding and even-
tually proper ways 
of military weapons 
procurement. ”
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In addition to the upcoming dip-
lomatic battle in New York, junta 
has enemies on all sides; fight-
ing against Karen National Union 
(KNU) in southeast, Kachin In-
dependence Army (KIA) in the 
north, Karenni resistance forces 
in the east, Chinland forces in 
northwest, and many local PDF 
across the country. Hundreds of 
junta’s soldiers were reportedly 
killed during many battles and 
at least 1,500 have joined CDM 
movement so far. Despite all 
that, junta is not slowing down 
on abductions and killings of 
civilians either. We have been 
through so much in the previous 
seven months under junta’s con-
trol; however, it still manages to 
keep us amazed with the level 

of brutality forced upon its own 
civilians. Interrogation stories 
were so horrible that people at 
the frontline have vowed to sac-
rifice their lives instead of going 
through interrogation if their in-
formation is compromised. One 
incident that proved that theo-
ry was when five young people 
jumped out of a building on the 
44th Street of Yangon when they 
realized they were surrounded 
by junta’s forces. Two of them 
passed away on the spot and the 
condition of the rest were still 
unknown even to the families. 

Resistance forces have also 
countered junta and its lackeys 
by carrying out occasional bomb 
attacks and “whacking” notorious 

military informers. D-day talks 
got louder and louder near the 
end of the month; however, it is 
just not possible to imagine an 
urban battle in a city like Yangon 
where businesses seem to be 
up and running once again de-
spite much-anticipated warfare. 
What we may see though is the 
normalcy people will get used 
to when they walk to the offices 
besides the smokes coming out 
of explosions on daily basis. If we 
haven’t got the gut to join the 
fights, we got to have the stom-
ach to witness some unpleasant 
scenes. We may walk into Sep-
tember just like that.

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/



4

2021 August 
 Timeline 

August 1, 2021

August 4, 2021

August 6, 2021

August 8, 2021

August 10, 2021

August 13, 2021

August 2, 2021

August 5, 2021

August 7, 2021

August 9, 2021

August 12, 2021

August 14, 2021

Min Aung Hlaing announced the formation of 
caretaker government and appointed himself as 
the prime minister. He also extended “state of 
emergency” period for another two years.

Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
U Kyaw Moe Tun sent a letter to the UN Secre-
tary General of the mass killings of innocent vil-
lagers in Kani township, Sagaing Region. 

Brunei’s Second Minister of Foreign Affairs Ery-
wan Yusof was appointed as the special envoy to 
Myanmar by ASEAN.

KBZPay, the mobile wallet developed by KBZ 
Bank, froze a number of users’ accounts who had 
been actively providing donations towards Civic 
Disobedience Movement (CDM) and People De-
fense Forces (PDF).

On the 33rd Anniversary of the 8888 Uprising, 
many people across the country came out to 
honor the revolution, and the heroes of 8888 
Uprising for fighting for our freedom since 1988. 
Residents of Yangon marched the streets with 
the message, “The bloody debt from 1988 will be 
settled in 2021.” 
At night, protest chants were heard from Obo 
prison in Mandalay, which lasted about 30 min-
utes and two gunshots were also heard.

In order to escape from junta forces, five young 
people ran up to the roof, and jumped off from 
the building into a back alley in 44th Street, Yan-
gon. Two of them were reportedly dead on the 
spot.  
On Kachin Martyrs’ Day, people across the coun-
try showed the support towards diversity and 
against dominance by a single race.

After months of cash crunch, Myanmar Now re-
ported that the Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) 
had been printing new banknotes at Wazi factory 
with the help of Russia since German company 
Giesecke & Devrient halted providing supplies. 

Imprisoned healthcare workers and civil servants 
who joined Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) 
were released from Insein Prison and Pathein 
Prison. 
Frontier Myanmar media reported that mobile 
surveillance system had been operating on MPT 
and MyTel mobile users with the artificial intelli-
gence (AI) system which tracked the keywords 
“Protest” and “Revolution” in phone conversa-
tions and text messages.

Myanmar’s ambassador to the United Nations U 
Kyaw Moe Tun said that an apparent threat was 
made against him and U.S. authorities stepped 
up his security.

Two Myanmar citizens were charged in New York 
for plotting to kill U Kyaw Moe Tun. 
A shootout took place at the compound of state-
owned broadcasting channel MRTV around 9pm 
in Yangon. Residents from nearby Sanchaung 
Township said that they could hear non-stop 
shooting sounds, and a passerby reportedly got 
injured in the crossfire.

Myanmar Now media reported that the detained 
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyer was forced 
to sign a non-disclosure agreement to stop com-
municating with local or international media or-
ganisations. 
The Karen National Union (KNU)’s Chairperson 
Saw Mutu Say Poe said that dialogue would not 
work if there was no political will to resolve the 
country’s political turmoil.

The 71st Karen Martyr’s Day ceremony was held 
by Karen EAOs, and local People Defense Forces 
(PDF) in KNU controlled area.

NLD’s Mandalay Region Chief Minister Dr Zaw 
Myint Maung was taken into an intensive care 
unit of Mandalay hospital as he was contracted 
with Covid-19.
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Six policemen were attacked by unidentified 
armed men on Yangon Circular Train, and four of 
them were reportedly dead.

August 15, 2021

August 19, 2021

August 22, 2021

August 24, 2021

August 26, 2021

National Unity Government (NUG)’s Spring 
(Nwayoo) Lottery opened at 4pm, and even 
though the sale period was till 10pm, it was an-
nounced that the lottery ticket quota for the day 
were sold out within an hour. 
Sithu Aung Myint, a prominent journalist was ar-
rested on 15th August in Yangon. He is known for 
political commentary works for local and over-
seas press and a critic of military. Ma Htet Htet 
Khine, who worked for BBC Media Action, was 
also arrested together with him.

Around 15 soldiers from Dawei-based Infantry 
Battalion 25 defected with the weapons in the 
morning. 
“Raffle Ticket” is a campaign launched by the 
NUG to find funds to support the People Defense 
Forces (PDF). Thousands of raffle tickets were 
sold by different fundraisers across the globe.

DVB News reported that there was an order for 
the pro-military thug group Pyu Saw Htee to as-
sassinate police officers as if they were being 
killed by the PDF members.

Junta posted several announcements on the 
lamp posts that urge PDFs to surrender. An-
nouncements with loud speakers were made in 
residential areas saying that NUG and PDFs were 
terrorist groups and that civilians were not al-
lowed to associate or cooperate with them.

Korean Government responded to the petition 
calling for recognition of NUG signed by 268,428 
people saying that they consistently stood to-
gether with the general public of Myanmar by 
urging the military council to stop the violence, 
demanding the release of political detainees and 
issuing special permits for Myanmar citizens liv-
ing in Korea. 
The combined forces of police and soldiers en-
tered the 122nd street, Mingalar Taung Nyunt 
Township of Yangon, and carried out an indis-
criminate shooting at innocent civilians, and one 
passer-by was killed.

August 16, 2021

August 17, 2021

August 20, 2021

August 21, 2021

August 23, 2021

August 25, 2021

CBM instructed private banks, mobile money 
services and financial institutions to take de-
tailed records of every online transaction to track 
the NUG’s Spring (Nwayoo) Lottery payments.

NUG’s interim president Duwa Lashi La said 
during a regular meeting that a battle must be 
set up to protect the people of Myanmar.

NUG test-ran the Radio NUG, aiming to keep in 
touch with people and also transmit information. 
People across the country quickly bought radios 
to listen to the Radio NUG.

36 soldiers from Magway Airforce defected with 
weapons and already arrived at a safety place. 
Junta instructed to suspend at least 40 KBZ pay 
accounts which had been making transactions in 
relation to NUG’s Spring (Nwayoo) Lottery.

NUG announced that it would take responsibil-
ity for soldiers’ service years, military ranks, and 
pension for those who will join the side of the 
people. 
The junta deployed several troops near KNU 
controlled areas, and Soe Win, deputy murderer 
in chief arrived in Thaton to command offensive 
attacks.

Junta’s forces used both infantry and air forces 
to locate PDFs, Gen-Z youths, and National Unity 
Government (NUG) members in KNU Brigade 6 
and 7 areas.
On the fourth anniversary of Rohingya genocide 
committed by the regime’s military, Myanmar 
people apologized for the ignorance of genocide 
taking place in their land and NUG vowed to seek 
justice and accountability for all crimes commit-
ted by the military against the Rohingya.
M Kawn La, the chairman of Kachin National 
Congress (KNC) was arrested by the regime in 
Naypyidaw. He is charged with Penal Code 505a 
for incitement, and is the first ethnic political 
party leader to be arrested since the coup.
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August 27, 2021

August 30, 2021

August 31, 2021

Junta announced that Dalan/military informers 
will be rewarded with payment starting MMK 
500,000 for tipping information on anti-regime 
activists, PDF and CDM. 

Sounds of explosion were heard in at least nine 
townships of Yangon since early morning.
In the afternoon, four men with pistols staged a 
robbery at Global Treasure Bank in Mayangone 
Township, Yangon. 

NUG called out eight companies for “undertak-
ing illegal investments by seeking permits and 
endorsements” from junta, and four of them 
were granted investment permits for power 
plant projects.

August 29, 2021
A joint force between Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA) and Kokang’s Myanmar Nation-
al Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) clashed 
with junta’s troops. Hundreds of casualties from 
junta’s side, including two captains and one ma-
jor, were reported.
DVB News reported that the regime launched 
propaganda campaign inside infantry forces to 
prevent its soldiers from defecting. As a part of 
the campaign, soldiers were fed with manipulat-
ed information about potential release of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi and a new election. In Chin 
State, Matupi township, a soldier killed a captain 
who read the propaganda message, then took 
his own life.

When Myanmar’s Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Kyaw 
Moe Tun, condemned the coup 
at the UN General Assembly in 
late February, people across the 
nation were shocked. He start-
ed the speech as a stranger and 
closed the speech as our broth-
er. The nation shed tears and 
became more resolute after his 
message to the people in Bur-
mese, ending with “Our Revolu-
tion Will Prevail!” chant. 
The next day, the inspired mass-
es were greeted by a hail of bul-
lets. UN human rights office de-
nounced the bloodbath then as 
“At least 18 people were killed and 
30 wounded in Myanmar today. 
We strongly condemn the esca-
lating violence against protests 
in Myanmar and call on the mil-
itary to immediately halt the use 

of force against peaceful protes-
tors.” Junta-supporters blamed 
Kyaw Moe Tun for these deaths, 
saying he was responsible for 
sending people to the streets, 
and soldiers need not to shot 
had they not protested. It’s been 
six months since, and direct kill-
ings by junta’s soldiers now sur-
pass 1000. Indirect deaths such 
as COVID deaths, made worse 
by junta’s deliberate restrictions, 
are even more frightening. More 
than five thousand are still under 
arrest, and the country is facing 
massive internal displacements 
across the country. According 
to Min Aung Hlaing, his adminis-
tration, i.e State Administration 
Council (SAC), and his support-
ers, these woes are either exag-
gerated or the responsibility of 
the people who have the audac-

ity to demand democracy, rep-
resented by the National Unity 
Government (NUG), and others, 
including the likes of Kyaw Moe 
Tun.
Over past seven months, the in-
ternational community had ex-
pressed their stances towards 
the coup in one way or another. 
However, on 14th September, 
whether the international top 
diplomatic body would play to 
junta’s tunes or heed our voic-
es will happen in a more direct 
sense with UN General Assembly 

Peoples’ Recognition vs 
International Recognition
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“ While SAC having de-facto control of 
the country is disputable, public hostility 
towards SAC and support towards its rival 
the NUG are beyond dispute. ”

(UNGA) deciding whether to ac-
cept continuation of Kyaw Moe 
Tun, representing NUG, as Myan-
mar representative at the UN or 
to be replaced by a junta nomi-
nee.
On whose credentials to accept, 
the UNGA will be recommend-
ed by the Credentials Commit-
tee consisting of nine countries, 
including China, Russia and the 
USA. Setting aside which of the 
committee members are in fa-
vour of junta or not at their na-
tional level, it is rare for the Com-
mittee and UNGA to accept the 
credentials of an ousted govern-
ment that does not control ter-
ritory, although it is not unprec-
edented, e.g. Haiti (1992), Sierra 
Leone (1997). De facto control of 
a country is an issue of criti-
cal importance in considering 
whether that administration can 
be entrusted with de jure rec-
ognition at the UN. Currently it 
makes sense why SAC would be 
seemed as having de facto con-
trol of Myanmar. However, one 
does not need to examine deeply 
to unravel such misconceptions. 
Sure, Min Aung Hlaing’s armed 
thugs are still roaming the roads 
and looting and shooting to civil-
ians when they feel like, but are 
these the definition of having in 
control in the prevailing world 
order?
Aside arguments on morality, it 
is worth noting that SAC’s sev-
en months of impenitent terror 
campaign has failed to make 
the public docile and only cre-
ated deeper resistance. After all 
this time, SAC has failed to run a 
well-functioning administration, 
gathered no cooperation from 
the public, and received next-
to-nothing tax revenue. With 
GDP down and IDPs up, it had 
achieved nothing except turn-
ing the country into turmoil, with 
previously peaceful areas got 
turned into battlefields. 
At the international level, pro-

jecting illusions of control has 
succeeded in gathering defacto 
recognition of the regional bloc 
ASEAN, and deeper recognition 
of superpowers such as China 
and Russia. However, to see SAC 
as winners, its soldiers desert-
ing en-masse and ever growing 
armed resistance shades differ-
ent perspectives.
From the fall of Afghan mili-
tary, the world has fresh mem-
ories on how would low-morale 
troops managed by corrupted 
officers turn out in the face of 
adversity. Yet it is still surpris-
ing to see quotes such as “the 
400,000 strong Myanmar mil-
itary still dwarfs all the armed 
resistance forces combined by 
multiple fold” in the interna-
tional media. Recently, Presi-
dent Biden proudly claimed of 
300,000 well-equipped Afghan 
soldiers vs Taliban forces a frac-
tion of that number and we all 
now know how that turned out. 
Just for clarity sake, we see that 
Taliban gaining control is a hu-
manitarian catastrophe which 
risk of undoing all the develop-
ment gains in Afghanistan. Yet, 
an army corrupted to the core 
do not fare will and the junta’s 
army has many similar corrup-
tion-based issues faced by the 
Afghan army. If 300,000 Afghan 
soldiers were nowhere to be 
found past month, we won’t see 
SAC’s 400,000 soldiers showing 
up under any circumstances.
While SAC having defacto con-
trol of the country is disputable, 
public hostility towards SAC and 
support towards its rival the NUG 
are beyond dispute. The peo-

ple overwhelmingly voted for 
the presently ousted parliamen-
tarians last year and the coup 
had only spurred that support. 
Moreover, the NUG has taken 
landmark steps for greater inclu-
sion of ethnic groups and other 
stakeholders, it has shown tre-
mendous efforts to amend past 
mistakes including those relat-
ed to the Rohingya genocide. 
In contrast, should SAC were to 
be given free rein, any thoughts 
of ever holding accountable to 
injustices happened in Myan-
mar can be put to rest. Although 
the efficiency, management and 
open-mindedness of NUG leaves 
much to be desired for, the peo-
ple are behind them because we 
know NUG as the realistic choice 
for a democratic Myanmar where 
human dignity prevails. As far as 
we the people are concerned, 
SAC has no legitimacy, and its 
backers can enshrine SAC only 
by deliberately ignoring the pub-
lic will.  
We can understand why the in-
ternational community might 
fear that acknowledging NUG 
could potentially embolden 
armed-resistance and thus in-
crease likelihoods of more fight-
ing. Out of good will, international 
community could genuinely feel 
more delectable towards North 
Korea-style stability over Syr-
ia-style conflicts in Myanmar. 
Perhaps the fear that Myanmar 
would become a fail state is what 
is causing ASEAN and China to 
back SAC, thinking only they can 
put the country get back in line, 
even it means slaughtering some 
people. However, that would be 
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short-sighted, considering there 
is no stability in Myanmar now 
and conflict is bound to get big-
ger with SAC’s futile attempts to 
“pacify” the population. By back-
ing SAC, ASEAN and China are 
speeding up Myanmar’s journey 
of becoming a fail state, despite 
this being an outcome both want 
to avoid. We hope wider interna-
tional community to have better 
judgement.
A fundamental rationale behind 
the military institution in Myan-
mar is that only by having mili-
tary at the centre of the country’s 
politics, economy and other as-
pects, the country can be stable 
and peaceful. This condescen-
sion, which started with General 
Ne Win’s coup in 1962 increas-
ingly failed to impress the gen-
eral public since 1988 uprising 
and the gulf between military 
and the people have grown over 
the past three decades. Past five 
years of elected civilian adminis-
tration sharing power with mili-
tary is merely a manifestation of 
decades-old sentiments and that 

proved not enough to sate the 
military’s thirst for power. This 
dichotomy is the reason why Syr-
ia-style conflicts are more likely 
than North Korea-style stabili-
ty in Myanmar, with the military 
and the people attempting to 
wrest control over the country’s 
destiny. 
Aside highly unusual cases of 
acknowledging governments 
without territory control, UNGA 
also has precedence in deferring 
making decisions altogether, e.g. 
Afghanistan (1996), Cambodia 
(1997), and leaves the seat liter-
ally empty, under risky circum-
stances such as we are in. We 
have seen this approach in World 
Health Organization (WHO)’s An-
nual Assembly and International 
Labour Organization (ILO)’s Con-
ference this year. 
However, admittedly, for UNGA 
to acknowledge a government 
without territory remained 
proved to be difficult. Despite 
our support towards NUG, the 
most realistic result we should 
seek is not recognizing SAC. 

People of Myanmar are touched 
by the fact that we are in UN’s 
top agendas since the coup, and 
appreciate UNGA’s condemna-
tion of the coup. But the public 
have also learnt to manage their 
expectations. While the notions 
of UN-led army lending military 
support under R2P (Responsi-
bility to Protect) hit the nation 
in early phase of the coup, such 
thoughts were vanished by April. 
We understand that this is our 
fight and we are determined to 
fight. 
In late February, in that speech, 
Kyaw Moe Tun also said “People 
are the deciding factor.” Back 
then, he would have predicted 
the precarious position of his seat 
six months later. These words are 
proving true in Myanmar.We only 
hope these words to still be true 
at the UN.
The People Will Prevail!
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I am aware of the creden-
tial challenge. I don’t think 

any decision will be made.
Whoever gets recognized will 
gain much greater competen-
cy. If it is NUG, more coordina-
tion and smoother diplomat-
ic discussions can be made 
with international communi-
ty. General public will be a lot 
more motivated with such 
decision which might just 
switch the winning gear for 
the revolution.

-PT, 29

A different battle for Myanmar 
will be fought in the United Na-
tions come September 14. Lead-
ers across the world will gath-
er to discuss, debate and make 
recommendations on global is-
sues. While they are at it, who 
will represent Myanmar will also 
be discussed and decided– the 
military’s representative or the 
representative of the democrat-
ically elected yet ousted govern-
ment National Unity Government 
(NUG)? We collected opinions of 
fellow pro-democracy Myanmar 
people about their takes on it.

I did not exactly know about the challenge at 
first but a quick search on Facebook showed me 

what I needed to know about it. I might be biased on 
this but I think NUG has more chance getting recog-
nized than the SAC. But again, I am not so sure what 
tricks the SAC will pull. The result could definitely help 
NUG get official recognition from the world which 
could pressure SAC to step down from the desperate 
battle they’re fighting. However, I do not personal-
ly know what Credential committee can actually do.  
I want to learn more about it. 

-Tim, 23

I am aware that UN member states will vote 
to make a decision on Myanmar’s representative 
during the upcoming UNGA.
I don’t think either NUG or SAC will be recognized 
Myanmar’s government at this point. However, UN 
still have not discarded U Win Myint and Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi led government; thus, I think they will 
continue appointing U Kyaw Moe Tun as Myanmar’s 
ambassador to UN.
If U Kyaw Moe Tun remains as the ambassador, that 
means the rejection towards the military regime and 
it will be a huge mental boost for revolution.

-Zaw, 59

I learned about the challenge 
through the news. I read there are three 

possible scenarios a) recognizing the mil-
itary regime b) recognizing NUG c) no de-
cision. I think it is impossible to recognize 
the regime but most likely UN might end 
up postponing the decision. I hope NUG 
will be recognized despite slim chances.
It will have some impact. At least 
front-liners will be motivated. Interna-
tional recognition will follow.

-Noe, 32

I am aware of the 
credential challenge. I 

don’t think any concrete 
decision will be made.
The result will not sig-
nificantly impact the 
revolution. Strength and 
unity inside the country 
is much more important 
than the internation-
al community to fight 
off Min Aung Hlaing’s 
army.

-Zaw, 29

I know credential challenge will 
take place in September, is it 14th? I 

think the result will be either recognizing 
NUG or not recognizing both counterparts.
If the decision goes to NUG, it will enable 
formal diplomatic route and easier to 
get funding and purchasing (weapons 
etc.). Regardless of the result, we must 
try harder since we have no one but our-
selves. 

-Nwe, 28

I know there is credential chal-
lenge. I think UN will remain neutral and 
wait on ASEAN which is not reliable.
If NUG gets international recognition, 
there will be more opportunities to im-
plement their plans.

-Saw, 19
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Through the leaves, you see them.
Green was the colour of our lives,
green the graves.
Say they jumped. If God were real,
they’d have grown wings.
Flown into the sky to taste
the raindrops, poised for falling—
But grey, but green. Feathers of ghosts,
littered on the ground.
This grief will hold the rest of us.
This grief will hold the rest—

M.M.P.T

44th Street
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On 14th September, the 
75th General Assembly (UNGA) 
will be held in New York. The im-
portant question for Myanmar is 
whose credentials the nine-coun-
try credentials committee will 
recognize at the assembly? The 
Caretaker government of the re-
gime or the people’s elected Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG)? 

As history repeats, Myanmar ac-
tually had a similar case at the 
UNGA of 2008 where the exile 
group, the National Council of the 
Union of Burma (NCUB) launched 
a campaign and challenged the 
credentials of the former mil-
itary government, the State 
Peace and Development Council 
(SPDC). We asked a close contact 
of NCUB who was involved in the 
credential challenge process that 
time, and compared the situation 
back then and now, and what we 
can expect from the credential 
challenge at this year’s UNGA.

Q: How important is the Cre-
dential Challenge to this 
pro-democracy movement?
A: To get a representative, to 
claim a seat at the international 
body with governments around 
the world recognizing the ci-
vilians-elected government of 
Myanmar is very crucial for the 
pro-democracy movement. It 
will open other doors of possi-
bilities and opportunities that 
the movement can take advan-
tage of. Other governments’ 
cooperation and both political 
and non-political humanitarian 
assistance will help the move-
ment become more sustainable. 
So National Unity Government 
(NUG) getting the credential is 

really important for the move-
ment.

Q: Tell us more about the Cre-
dential Challenge in 2008. Was 
it led by the exile government 
National Coalition Government 
of the Union of Burma (NCGUB) 
that ran as a parallel govern-
ment like the NUG now?
A: Actually, in 2008, it was differ-
ent. It was the National Council 
of the Union of Burma (NCUB) 
together with Members of Par-
liament Union (MPU), a group of 
MPs elected in the 1990 general 
election, that took the initiative 
for the UN campaign to discred-
it the military’s envoy in order to 
unseat the representative of the 
SPDC. The Secretary-General U 
Maung Maung of the NCUB took 
initiative to unseat the military’s 
envoy since he was resourceful. 
He had good connections, and 
was also a secretary-general of 
the Federation of Trade Unions 
of Burma (FTUB) and a member 
of the governing body in the In-
ternational Labour Organization 
(ILO). So he knew what was need-
ed to do. On the other hand, Dr 
Sein Win, who was elected from 
1990 election and led the Na-
tional Coalition Government of 
the Union of Burma (NCGUB) as 
a prime minister, thought there 
was very low plausibility that it 

was going to succeed so he nei-
ther endorsed it nor signed it. So 
there was no consensus actually 
for the launch of the UN cam-
paign among different democra-
cy forces in exile back then.

Q:  What was the response 
from the UNGA that time?
A: The UN Secretary-General was 
Ban Ki-Moon at that time. The 
UN Committee was quite fast in 
responding after we submitted 
to challenge the credentials of 
the military’s envoy. They sent us 
back the response within a week 
of what needed to be done. For 
a certain government to have a 
representative at the UN while 
discrediting the envoy of the 
country that has been taken 
power by force, there should be 
a signature of the Prime Minister 
of that government in exile. 

Q: What went wrong at the cre-
dential campaign of 2008?
A: Mainly because there was 
no cooperation and consensus 
among us. The Prime Minister of 
the NCGUB said there was little 
chance to succeed. Yet, the NC-
GUB did not find what other pos-
sibilities were there for the chal-
lenge to have worked. There was 
no attempt. I believe there were 
ways and connections to lobby, 
and seek support with interna-

Lesson 
from the Past
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tional governments that were in-
volved in the committee through 
closed-door conversations. They 
had the connections. But they 
said they already attempted for 
credential challenge in 1994, and 
there was no success. I believe 
the NCGUB failed to weigh in and 
state openly the advantages and 
disadvantages and plausibility of 
success and failure. They just said 
it was unlikely to succeed and 
ended the conversation. They 
also later issued a statement that 
they could not sign the challenge 
because no government had of-
ficially recognized the NCGUB. 
So there was little we could do.

Q: What do you think of the 
Credential Challenge this time? 
What is the likelihood of get-
ting a representative from NUG 
to the UN?
A: I think it is important to first 
see what criteria that the NUG 
has met so far for the UN com-
mittee to recognize the envoy 
they endorsed. The questions 
involved; does the NUG have the 
functions needed to be recog-
nized as the government of the 
country? Who has recognized, 
and given support to the NUG? 
What about a regional group like 
ASEAN? Has any government 
given their official recognition to 

the NUG? What is their response 
towards the NUG? What is the 
power of the NUG to persuade 
the countries that are likely to 
maintain a non-interference/
neutral role? Also, if talking about 
local support and endorsement 
to the NUG for the UNGA to con-
sider people’s will, the promises 
made by the NUG to the ethnic 
organizations and the federal-
ism that they talked about, how 
would they realize the promis-
es to get overwhelming support 
from most of the ethnic groups 
and people from the country? 
Can NUG make its way from de 
facto to de jure government? 
These are the questions we 
should ask first to determine the 
likelihood of success. It will sure-
ly take some time, I think.

Q: What are the consequences 
if the credential challenge for 
the NUG was a success? 
A: If we succeed, we can make re-
quests in the UN Security Coun-
cil and we can seek support and 
aid from the international com-
munity and to remove sanctions. 
Also, things like the Responsibil-
ity to Protect (R2P) can be a pos-
sible consideration had the NUG 
made it. But, if the NUG doesn’t 
get recognition this time, we can 
try another time correcting what 

went wrong and by coming up 
with new strategies.

Q:  What are the consequenc-
es if the UNGA recognizes the 
regime? 
A: If the UNGA recognized the 
regime, the regime had to follow 
the UN’s mandate and protocols 
to protect the civilians, and the 
SAC would be forced to follow 
some of the promises they had 
declared before like holding the 
elections that the regime prom-
ised etc…But we all know how 
likely that the regime will stay 
true to their words and follow the 
words of the UN. They will make 
excuses to avoid this, and also to 
ensure the regime can control 
the country longer.

We have to be reminded of the 
nature of politics. Some gov-
ernments just say things out of 
diplomacy saying they support 
the NUG, but no one has offi-
cially recognized the NUG so far. 
I’m no longer an active politician 
now, so this is my only opinion 
with years of work in politics. So 
everything I said does not repre-
sent an expert view and analysis. 
I’m just sharing the experience 
and lesson from the past to the 
new generation.
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When we talk about armed 
resistance, Karen people know 
better than many of us since the 
ethnic group has been resisting 

The Karen resistance goes way 
back to pre-colonial time, but it 
did not start out as an armed re-
sistance. Cambridge-educated 
Karen leader Saw Ba U Gyi joined 

the military regime for more than 
seven decades. The leading Kar-
en armed group Karen National 
Union (KNU) is known to us for its 

the pre-independence cabinet 
of Burma for different ministerial 
positions. He worked alongside 
General Aung San to prevent vi-
olence and support reconcilia-

long-term resistance and strug-
gle for the rights of ethnic people 
and a federal union.

tion among different communi-
ties in the society. To represent 
the interest of Karen people, he 
formed the Karen Central Orga-
nization (KCO) in 1930 which was 

Kawthoolei:  
The Land with No Evil

The Beginning
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later recognised as the official 
representative body of Karen 
people by then authorities.

With freedom and federal do-
minion for Karen people in mind, 
the KCO made an official demand 
for a separate state or an equal 
partner in a federal state to the 
British government. Saw Ba U Gyi 
coined the term “Kawthoolei”,  
which translated as the land with 
no evil, for an independent state 
of his people. The Karen delega-
tion, led by Saw Ba U Gyi, trav-
eled to London in 1946 and asked 
for the independence of Karen 
State, but to their disappoint-
ment, the British government 

ignored the demands. In Feb-
ruary 1947, about 700 delegates 
from Karen National Association 
(KNA), Buddhist Karen National 
Association (BKNA), Karen Cen-
tral Organization (KCO) and its 
youth wing Karen Youth Organi-
zation (KCO) attended the Kar-
en Congress and reformed KCO 
into Karen National Union (KNU) 
to unite different groups of Kar-
en people. KNU also formed 
its armed security wing Karen 
National Defense Organisation 
(KNDO), which later changed its 
name to Karen National Liber-
ation Army (KNLA), and contin-
ued to demand for self-deter-
mination, an increased number 

of seats in the Constituent As-
sembly and a continuance of 
Karen units in the armed forces. 
Despite the persistent demands, 
the Aung San-Atlee agreement in 
1947 did not bring any guarantee 
to fulfil KNU’s demands, resulting 
in the resignation of KNU’s chair-
man Saw Ba U Gyi from his minis-
terial position in the government. 
Even after gaining Independence 
from the British in January 1948, 
Karen people’s quest for autono-
my continued with non-violence 
protests since the promise for 
ethnic groups ceased with the 
assassination of General Aung 
San.

The Armed Resistance

Throughout the year of 1948, 
newly independent Burma saw 
armed conflicts all over the coun-
try as communist and nationalist 
movements rallied against the 
new government led by Prime 
Minister U Nu. From February of 
1948 onwards, armed resistance 
by the communists and ethnic 
nationalist groups broke out in 
many areas of the country, and 
KNU was one of the defiance 
groups.

The formation of KNDO under the 
KNU had always been a concern 
for the Burman leadership. The 
history of Karen soldiers fighting 
alongside the British Army during 
WWII and Japanese Occupation 
caused distrust for then Burmese 
government. Unfulfilled autono-
my vision led KNU to an official 
armed rebellion against the cen-
tral government with its armed 
wing KNDO. When the revolution 

was called, the First Karen Rifles 
(based in Taungoo) and Second 
Karen Rifles (based in Pyay) de-
serted from the Burma National 
Army. In the early months of 1949, 
KNDO occupied cities from Cen-
tral Burma and travelled down to 
the doorstep of capital Rangoon, 
as they took Insein town where 
many Karen people resided. At 
the Battle of Insein, the leader of 
KNU Saw Ba U Gyi himself stayed 
with KNDO soldiers although 
he was not an operational com-
mander. After 111 days and more 
than 100 deaths from both sides, 
KNDO retreated from Insein on 
May 21, 1949, and withdrew to 
the mountain ranges of Kawt-
hoolei. To this day, Karen people 
commemorate the armed resis-
tance which began on January 31 
of 1949 as “Karen Revolution Day‘’ 
every year in KNU controlled ar-
eas to keep up the revolutionary 
spirit.

Although KNU retreated to the 
countryside, fighting broke out 
frequently between KNDO and 
Burma military, causing vio-
lence in Karen villages. Then 
Prime Minister U Nu and Saw Ba 
U Gyi attempted to negotiate 
but it was unsuccessful. On Au-
gust 12, 1950, Saw Ba U Gyi and 
his colleagues were ambushed 
and killed by Burma military’s 
troops while they were travel-
ling in Papun District. Saw Ba U 
Gyi’s body was taken to Maw-
lamyine, and thrown overboard 
near the coast, to make sure no 
martyr’s grave could be set up. 
Despite the vicious attempt, Kar-
en people mark August 12 as the 
Karen Martyr’s Day, and to this 
day, KNU upholds Saw Ba U Gyi’s 
famous four principles of Karen 
Revolution.
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In accordance with these prin-
ciples, KNU leaders continued 
its armed revolution in the fol-
lowing decades. Burma military 
imposed a “Four Cut” strategy 
where food, funds, intelligence 
and recruits were cut off from 
KNU’s forces. The Four Cut strat-
egy and the military’s offensive 

1. For us surrender is out of the question, 

2. The recognition of Karen State must be complete, 

3. We shall retain our arms, 

4. We shall decide our own political destiny.

For a very diverse country, we 
have a very long history of divi-
sions among local communities 
as well as leadership, and KNU 
is also one of the many ethnic 
groups that struggles with divi-
sion in its community. Several 
rejections on ceasefire attempts 
and the division of religion 
among the troops cracked KNU 
from the inside. KNU saw inter-
nal rebellions in the 1970s but 

More than seven decades of ac-
tive armed conflict has caused 
mass displacement of Karen ci-
vilians fleeing from their homes 
to avoid the clashes and human 
rights abuses. Increasing dis-
placed people (IDPs) made their 
way to nine main camps on the 
Thailand border and took refuge. 
In 1984, the first group of Karen 
IDPs settled in Thailand since the 

attacks were suffered by both 
KNU fighters and civilians in 
conflict areas. Peace dialogues 
were also initiated and held be-
tween KNU’s leaders and Burma 
military’s officials, but proposed 
ceasefires were repeatedly re-
jected by KNU’s hardline leader-
ship.

the major separation took place 
in December 1994 when a thou-
sand KNU soldiers defected and 
formed Democratic Karen Bud-
dhist Army (DKBA). The Bud-
dhist troops always had the dis-
satisfaction with KNU’s christian 
dominated leadership, and trig-
gered to part ways with KNU as 
the religious tension grew. DKBA 
later on joined forces with Burma 
military to seize the KNU’s head-

Royal Thai Government allowed 
temporary refuge with basic 
needs provided for. Non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) 
and international communities 
supported Karen IDPs in Thailand 
with a wide range of relief and 
development activities. In relief 
efforts for the IDPs, KNU formed 
the Karen Refugee Committee 
to administer the refugee pop-

Fault Lines in the Forces

Saw Ba U Gyi’s  
Four Principles of  
Revolution.

A Safe Haven

quarter Manerplaw in January 
1995. The fall of Manerplaw led to 
more separation groups in KNU’s 
forces in the late 1990s: Karen 
Pace Force in 1997, Thandaung 
Peace Group and Padoh Aung 
San Group in 1998, and KNU/
KNLA Peace Council in 2007. The 
groups agreed to  ceasefire with 
the Burma military which left 
KNU with active armed conflict.

ulation. Some of the IDPs from 
camps in Thailand later resettled 
to third countries such as the 
United States, Australia and EU 
countries where refugees were 
welcomed. 

While local Karens fled from 
their villages and took refuge 
in neighbouring countries, KNU 
controlled Myanmar-Thai bor-
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Different military dictators come 
and go but KNU’s quest for 
self-determination is yet to be 
achieved. Considering the hard-
ships and human rights abuses 
that its people suffered due to 
active armed conflicts, some of 
KNU troops were willing to resort 
to ceasefire. Following the un-
successful negotiation with the 
military in 1963-64, ceasefire was 
discussed once again after three 
decades in 1994. Karen negotia-
tors travelled to Manerplaw, and 
encouraged KNU leaders to pri-
oritise the interest of Karen com-
munities which had long suf-
fered the armed conflict instead 
of involving in the national level 
democracy movement. 

By that time, the 8888 Upris-
ing, the discarded 1990 elec-
tion and the formation of NC-

When Than Shwe allowed dem-
ocratic reforms under the 2008 
Constitution, semi-democratic 

GUB had already taken place, 
and the resistance forces were 
hopeful to build a better feder-
al nation. KNU’s then chairman 
Saw Bo Mya, who also took the 
chair position in Democratic Al-
liance of Burma, already signed 
the Manerplaw Agreement (1992) 
to establish a Federal Union of 
Burma alongside NCGUB’s Prime 
Minister Dr. Sein Win and NLD 
Secretary U Tin Aung. The hard-
line KNU leadership rejected the 
ceasefire offer, which resulted in 
harsh criticisms and defection of 
KNU soldiers who later formed 
DKBA.

Again in 1995-1996, KNU dele-
gations met with General Khin 
Nyunt’s representatives a few 
times but no concrete result was 
developed. The ceasefire sta-
tus took a turn when General Bo 

governments that came to power 
attempted to restore peace and 
stability by creating dialogues 

Attempted Peace Negotiations

The NCA Dilemma

Mya made a “gentleman’s agree-
ment” with then military regime 
to cease active fightings in early 
2000s, but the agreement did not 
last long since it was discussed 
and agreed with Khin Nyunt who 
was placed under house arrest in 
2004 by General Than Shwe. Khin 
Nyunt’s fall from grace set back 
the negotiation made with KNU, 
and Than Shwe offered a cease-
fire package which KNU hardlin-
ers could not accept. By the sec-
ond half of 2000s, some of the 
armed groups separated from 
KNU came to terms with the mil-
itary regime for ceasefire, and 
transformed into Border Guard 
Force (BGF) which followed or-
ders from the military, while the 
KNU remained in the spirit of 
revolution.

among ethnic armed groups. 
KNU leadership joined those di-
alogues and eventually signed 

der area became a safe haven 
for democratic resistance forces 
in nationwide uprisings in 1988 
and 2021. When protests were 
cracked down and a coup was 
staged in 1988, then student 
leaders and activists travelled 
to KNU-controlled liberated ar-
eas where the military regime 
could not easily access. When 
the 1990 General Election results 
were discarded by then military 
regime, which promised the said 
election and power transfer, sev-
eral parliamentarian-elects of 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) and opposition forces fled 
to liberated areas in Karen State. 

After the 1988 Coup d’état, KNU’s 
headquarter Manerplaw saw the 
formation of exile government 
National Coalition Government 
of the Union of Burma (NCGUB), 
and military training of students 
who took up arms and formed 
All Burma Students’ Democratic 
Front (ABSDF). With the shared 
vision of defying the military re-
gime, KNU became a friend for 
democratic forces along the 
Thailand border. 

When history repeats itself in 2021 
with ongoing Spring Revolution, 
KNU remains a good friend for a 
new group of democratic forces, 

providing shelters for fleeing op-
position politicians, striking civil 
servants, and Generation Z who 
take up arms to fight against the 
new military regime. KNU leaders 
explicitly said that they offered 
shelters to these people because 
they empathized with the loss 
of homes and loved ones which 
they experienced in the longest 
armed revolution. The kindness 
that KNU showed towards the 
resistance fighters was respond-
ed with military offensive opera-
tions in KNU-controlled areas by 
the murderous new regime led 
by coup leader Min Aung Hlaing.
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the Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment (NCA) in October 2015 with 
the hope to bring stability and 
development for its people in 
conflict areas after more than 
seven decades. Signing the NCA 
doesn’t mean KNU has given up 
on its goal for self-determination 
and Kawthoolei. KNU leaders 
continue to advocate for the for-
mation of a federal state.

Unfortunately, all the reconcil-
iation efforts were lost in vain 
when Min Aung Hlaing staged a 
coup on the morning of February 
1. Seven months into the coup, 
the entire country saw active 
clashes even in places where no 
fighting ever broke out before. 
KNU controlled areas, which of-
fered shelters for revolting ci-
vilians, became a target for Min 
Aung Hlaing’s military with air-
strikes on Karen villages in late 
March and early April 2021. Due 
to the trespassing and offen-
sive operations of the regime’s 
troops in KNU controlled areas, 
several KNU brigades defended 
militarily to protect its civilians. 
As previously stated, KNU had 
long struggled with internal fric-

tions, and the new regime and 
sudden change of political situ-
ation caused the reappearance 
of contradicting views among its 
leadership. KNU Chairman Saw 
Mutu Say Poe initially expressed 
that he would follow the path of 
ceasefire under NCA agreement 
and a couple of commanders 
and brigadier generals echoed 
the chairman’s take, while Depu-
ty Commander in Chief of KNLA 
Saw Baw Kyaw Heh conveyed 
his willingness to militarily retal-
iate the new regime. Other KNU 
spokespersons also talked to the 
media that the chairman’s will to 
stick to the NCA was an individ-
ual view and did not reflect the 
entire armed group. 

Since May 2021, active armed 
conflicts escalated between the 
regime’s troops, together with 
Border Guard Forces (BGF), and 
KNLA’s different brigades, and 
by August 2021, the regime’s 
military troops launched attacks 
at five out of six KNLA brigades. 
KNU’s Central Committee al-
lowed its brigadier generals to 
engage militarily once the enemy 
entered KNLA controlled areas 

despite the political approach-
es and ceasefire attempts. In his 
Karen Martyr’s Day message re-
leased on August 12, Chairman 
Saw Mutu Saw Poe continued 
to express his willingness for an 
open dialogue. He said, “We can’t 
have expectations on political 
dialogues if the regime shows 
no political will to resolve. While 
the dialogue channel should be 
opened on one hand, we must 
protect Karen people and our 
land on the other hand. I’d en-
courage our people to continue 
to follow the four principles laid 
out by our leader Saw Ba U Gyi.” 
In addition to the varying views 
inside KNU, the chairman’s re-
iteration of dialogues and NCA 
path concerned some democrat-
ic forces, but others viewed that 
the 70-year-long armed conflicts 
had not been kind to Karen peo-
ple, and recently resumed clash-
es would only worsen the situ-
ation of Karen people in border 
areas, and thus, the chairman 
continued to mention the politi-
cal dialogues in his messages to 
protect his people.

Knowing its long history of resis-
tance against the previous mili-
tary regimes, its support to dem-
ocratic forces in the past, and 
now sheltering young resistance 
fighters of the 2021 Spring Rev-
olution, one would highly doubt 
that KNU would resort to an al-
liance with Min Aung Hlaing’s 
regime. In the recent develop-
ments, we have seen that KNU 
personnel Pado Mahn Mahn took 
a chair position at the National 
Health Committee, formed by 
the National Unity Government 
(NUG)’s Ministry of Health, to de-
velop a federal healthcare sys-
tem. Former Vice President of 

KNU Naw Zipporah Sein joined 
the NUG’s latest press confer-
ence as a representative of KNU 
Concerned Group, and expressed 
the group’s vision on equal rights 
for ethnic minorities, self-de-
termination and formation of 
federal union. So many changes 
took place in 2021. People in ur-
ban areas are aware of struggles 
by ethnic minority groups now 
more than ever, and the NUG has 
repeatedly promised the forma-
tion of a federal state. We will see 
what kind of role KNU will take in 
this revolution and the future of 
our country.

To Kawthoolei Dream
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According to WHO data, 399,282 
confirmed cases have been re-
ported in Myanmar and the third 
wave during June to August ac-
counted for nearly 65% of the to-
tal number.

15,389 people have passed away 
with COVID-19 in Myanmar so 
far. Third wave was responsible 
for nearly 80% of those deaths as 
26th July week alone claimed re-
cord number of 2,620 deaths. 
Reference: https://covid19.who.
int/region/searo/country/mm. 

According to “Our World in Data”, 
the most recent available data 
on August 21 showed 11.41 per 
100 people in Myanmar have 
received at least one does of 
COVID vaccination while global 
average then was 62.77 per 100.  
Source: https://ourworldindata.
org/covid-vaccinations
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August in numbers

Forty-one of those were either 
shot and killed on the spot or 
died with wounds the following 
days. Eighteen passed away in 
prisons, prison hospitals or in-
terrogation centers while one 
jumped to death in order to es-
cape junta’s abduction.

Source: Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners

Civilians
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people have been killed by junta as of 
August 31.
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in August. 
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people have remained under detention as of 
August 31.

people have been confirmed to be detained 
in August.

people have been sentenced, 26 of whom in-
cluding 2 children received death sentence.

are evading arrest warrants as junta ‘atroci-
ties continues even after seven months.

Most of them are civilians. According to Assistance Association of 
Political Prisoners (AAPP), 80% of the whereabouts of detainees are 
still unknown to families. 
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