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On the morning of September 
7, Interim President Duwa Lashi 
La of the civilian-elected Nation-
al Unity Government (NUG) de-
clared a defensive war against 
the murderous military regime 
led by Min Aung Hlaing. Back in 
early May, NUG’s Ministry of De-
fense announced the formation 
of People’s Defense Force (PDF) 
and organized several batches 
of military training to young and 
abled people. Since then, people 
of Myanmar have been longing 
for the full-blown civil war al-
though they know how destruc-
tive it will be. When the official 
armed forces of the country have 
been abusing their military pow-
er and harassing the people day 
and night, the people of Myan-
mar have no choice but to take 
up arms and fight. The declara-
tion of war was overwhelmingly 
welcomed by the public. 

People’s fighters can be divided 
into two categories: PDFs that 
follow orders of the NUG’s Min-
istry of Defense and several lo-
cal defense forces (LDFs) that 
independently operate, spread-
ing all over the country. Despite 
that, the common goal of these 
resistance forces remains the 
same: to abolish the fascist mil-
itary regime. Even before the 
declaration of defensive war, lo-
cal resistance fighters have been 
operating attacks at the regime’s 
establishments and lackeys. 
Shootouts and explosions were 
reported here and there in both 
urban and rural areas since late 
April. Increasing attacks from 
people’s fighters come with im-
mense need for arms, weaponry, 
and support. Comparing with ex-
perienced Myanmar military, the 
PDFs are not equipped with de-
cent weapons, let alone, modern 
weaponry that Min Aung Hlaing 

September Recap
purchased from Russia. NUG’s 
Ministry of Defense raised fund 
to purchase weapons and to pro-
vide military training, but a large 
number of LDFs are still in need 
for support. Netizens try to raise 
fund for them, but whenever a 
fundraising post goes viral, the 
bank accounts get frozen by the 
regime. Passing news of the re-
sistance fighters only push the 
public to donate more regardless 
of the danger it comes with.

With or without official declara-
tion of war, ethnic groups are de-
termined to fight for equal rights, 
justice and freedom of Myanmar. 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
in Kachin State, Karen Nation-
al Union (KNU) in Karen State, 
combined forces of Karenni Na-
tional Defense Force (KNDF) and 
Karenni Army (KnA) in Karen-
ni State and Chinland Defense 
Force (CDF) in Chin State clashed 
against the military regime ac-
tively. We also learned that newly 
formed PDFs joined with the eth-
nic resistance forces during bat-
tles. In Myanmar’s history, ethnic 
groups took up arms to fight for 
equal rights while Burma-ma-
jority territory remained peace-
ful. But the new regime woke 
up the people from central and 
upper Myanmar with brutal ter-
rors, which led the abled men in 
Sagaing and Magway Region to 
choose the path of armed revo-
lution. With support from Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) on the 
north, local defense forces in 
these regions ambushed the re-
gime’s soldiers and trucks. 

Known as sore losers, whenever 
the regime forces suffered at-
tacks, they raided nearby villages 
and set fire to civilians home. As 
it has become a pattern, thou-
sands of people in war-torn areas 

are displaced from their homes. 
According to United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)’s 
latest report, about 206,600 
people from Chin, Kachin, Kayah 
(Karenni), Karen, Mon states and 
Taninthayi Region are displaced 
from their home since February 
2021 due to active clashes, and 
1.7 million people from urban and 
peri-urban areas become vul-
nerable due to the deteriorating 
livelihoods. A total of 3 million 
people in Myanmar are in need 
of help.

Although the junta’s soldiers, 
lackeys and their families are 
threatened and attacked on 
a daily basis, they have not 
stopped their terror shows. Arbi-
trary arrests and deaths in custo-
dy are continued to be reported 
in September. Young students, 
artists, active citizens in com-
munities and healthcare workers 

“ The entire coun-
try is in downward 
spiral, but the peo-
ple of Myanmar 
have not given 
up on the revolu-
tion. Protests were 
staged every day, 
striking civil ser-
vants still refused 
to go back to work, 
and not to mention, 
the guerril- la at-
tacks at the regime 
establishments. ”
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are arrested and indicted with 
ridiculous charges. Some even 
passed away during interroga-
tion. It seems that the regime will 
not slow down these barbaric ac-
tives anytime soon.

In regard to the much-antici-
pated United Nations Credential 
Challenge, Myanmar represen-
tative Ambassador U Kyaw Moe 
Tun, who represents the NUG, 
will remain in his position for 
another year at the UN. He took 
part in annual meeting of Global 
Center for Responsibility to Pro-
tect (GCR2P) and gave a speech 
although he was not allowed to 
talk at the General Assembly. 
Initially, United State and China 
agreed to extend U Kyaw Moe 

Tun’s time at the UN only un-
til November 2022 but after the 
assembly, it was extended until 
September 2022, which came 
as a massive defeat for the State 
Administration Council (SAC) on 
the international stage. The UN’s 
decision sure does boost up the 
people’s spirit but we no longer 
depend on the international help 
at this point. 

After the extreme Covid third 
wave in July and August, people 
were able to take a breather in 
September. Businesses resumed 
and people tried to resume their 
work for income. But Myanmar’s 
economy is free-falling and the 
value of Myanmar Kyat plummets 
miserably, and thus, the price of 

commodity is on the rise. The en-
tire country is in downward-spi-
ral, but the people of Myanmar 
have not given up on the rev-
olution. Protests were staged 
every day, striking civil servants 
still refused to go back to work, 
and not to mention, the guerril-
la attacks at the regime estab-
lishments. Many are determined 
to support the resistance forces 
with whatever they have. From 
armed resistance to diplomacy, 
the NUG, civilians and resistance 
forces try to stay resilient to win 
this revolution. Now on to anoth-
er month.
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2021 September 
 Timeline 

September 1, 2021

September 4, 2021

September 6, 2021

September 9, 2021

September 13, 2021

September 3, 2021

September 5, 2021

September 7, 2021

September 10, 2021

September 11, 2021

September 14, 2021

About 20 soldiers defected along with their arms 
in Kalaymyo, Sagaing Region.  
Junta’s forces raided two Baptist Christian 
churches in a village in Mindat, Chin State.

Several explosions took place in Yangon’s town-
ships such as North Dagon, South Dagon, Thin-
gangyun and South Okkalapa, and one police-
man was reportedly killed during an explosion 
took place at North Dagon police station.

Court hearings of President U Win Myint and 
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi were 
postponed again to September 13 and 14, and 
the lawyers were not permitted to schedule a 
meeting with them.
In Sagaing and Magway regions, 14 People De-
fense Forces (PDF), that represent 14 townships 
and villages, formed an alliance to fight the mili-
tary regime together.

A grenade was thrown into a military truck and 
killed at least two and injured many in Sanchaung 
township, Yangon.  
Voice of Myanmar (VOM) reported that about 
a dozen towers, which belonged to military 
owned MyTel Telecom in Sagaing Region, were 
destroyed. 
Karen National Union (KNU)’s Brigade 3 and 5 
combined and seized a military outpost in Bago 
Region.

NUG issued a press statement that called for 
the international community to recognize NUG 
as the legitimate government of the people of 
Myanmar.  
More than 100 houses of the villagers were burnt 
down from Myin Thar, Kone Ywar, Thar Lin, Nhan 
Khar, Htal Hlaw (Bin) villages in Gantgaw Town-
ship, Magway Region 
Multiple news outlets reported that a car that 
was carrying money from Ayeyarwady Bank was 
robbed by seven men who were dressed as po-
lice and traffic police, and about four billion MMK 
were robbed.

About 50,000 villagers from 19 different villages 
in Pale township, Sagaing Region, fled from their 
homes this morning since they heard that the re-
gime’s soldiers would raid their villages.

ASEAN Special Envoy Erywan Yusof told Kyodo 
Online News that he requested a four-month 
long ceasefire to junta appointed foreign minis-
ter Wunna Maung Lwin until the end of 2021 so 
that humanitarian aid could be delivered.

National Unity Government (NUG)’s interim pres-
ident Duwa Lashi La declared a defensive war 
against military and announced that nationwide 
defensive attacks would target the military’s es-
tablishments.

Myanmar Kyat (MMK) has hit the lowest depreci-
ation record as one US dollar was now equivalent 
to MMK 2020.

A group of university alumni forces led the 
demonstrations at Myanmar Plaza in Yangon, 
and encouraged everyone to participate in the 
revolution against the military.

Foreign Policy reported that the United States 
and China, two big powerhouses, agreed to keep 
Myanmar’s Permanent Representative U Kyaw 
Moe Tun in his position until November when the 
Credential Committee makes a decision. 
Karen National Union (KNU)’s department of in-
formation reported that the combined forces 
of the regime military and Border Guard Forces 
(BGF) launched heavy artillery attacks and carried 
out indiscriminate shootings in Bilin township, 
Thaton District.  
Internet shutdown was imposed in some town-
ships in Sagaing Region, Mandalay Region, and 
Magway Region.
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September 15, 2021

September 18, 2021

September 19, 2021

September 21, 2021

September 23, 2021

Six students from Dagon University were ab-
ducted by junta’s forces in downtown Yangon. 
U Hla Myo Htut, the first policeman joining the 
Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) in Kalay 
Township of Sagaing Region passed away in one 
of the battles in Mingin, Sagaing Region.

At least ten houses were set on fire by junta’s 
forces in Thantlang Township, Chin State and no 
fire engines came to rescue. 
Chin Christian pastor Cung Biak Hum was shot 
dead and his wedding ring was looted by junta’s 
soldiers who cut off the pastor’s finger.

Seven youth activists and students’ union mem-
bers were detained in Yangon. 
During his trip to Kachin State, Min Aung Hlaing 
was unable to make a trip to Putao as KIA blocked 
the road between Putao and Myitkyina for three 
days beginning 19 September.

Junta’s guard soldier on Yangon-Naypyitaw 
highway checkpoint argued with his lieutenant 
supervisor before shooting him to death and fled 
away. 
During UN Assembly Meeting yesterday, U.S. 
president Joe Biden delivered the speech stat-
ing that the democratic forces in Myanmar were 
fighting the battle against the dictatorship, and 
he pledged to contribute towards a peaceful, 
prosperous future.

Junta charged the detained leader Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi, her cabinet members U Kyaw Win, U 
Soe Win, U Set Aung, and economics advisor Mr. 
Sean Turnell with Official Secrets Act and held a 
court hearing.
A ferry boat transporting civilians on Chindwin 
River between Sarlingyi and Monywa townships 
in Sagaing Region was attacked by junta’s forces. 
Ko Sithu Kaung Myat was shot and killed follow-
ing a brief back and forth firings in Bago Region 
which also saw the mother detained.

September 16, 2021

September 20, 2021

September 22, 2021

September 25, 2021

September 26, 2021

Three Burmese women were selected as Time’s 
100 Most Influential People of 2021. Ei Thinzar 
Maung, the incumbent Deputy Minister of Wom-
en, Youths and Children Affairs of the National 
Unity Government, and Esther Ze Naw Bamvo, a 
leader of the Kachin Peace Network were high-
lighted for leading anti-coup protests in the early 
days of the coup in February. A Burmese-Amer-
ican NASA scientist Daw MiMi Aung, was also 
applauded for her efforts in leading the team 
to successfully land the Ingenuity helicopter on 
Mars.

Minister of Defense, U Yee Mon, of the Nation-
al Government Unity (NUG) announced on his 
social media page that the people’s revolution, 
in particular, the armed wing, will step up the 
game.
About 20,000 people from Hakha and Thantlang 
towns have fled from their homes as the regime 
continues to launch heavy artillery shelling to the 
small towns.

Junta’s truck was detonated near Kanni Village, 
Kyaikhto Township of Mon State and caused at 
least 25 deaths and injured five.  
Global Center for Responsibility to Protect 
(GCR2P) held an annual meeting and U Kyaw 
Moe Tun representing National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) attended and gave a speech.

Three young persons including Dr. Zin Lin and 
nurse Khin Khin Kywe were detained from an 
apartment in Sanchaung, before being tortured 
and shot dead near Myaynigone flyover.  
Junta’s forces reportedly dropped bombs near 
Wanbe Inn Village and all forms of telecommuni-
cation were disconnected in Pinlebu Township.

Internet has been cut off in eight townships in 
Chin State, ten townships in Sagaing Region, 
four townships in Magway Region, two places 
in Mandalay Region and one in Kachin State ac-
cording to VOA Burmese.
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On the 7th September, the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) 
defied the ASEAN’s plea for 
ceasefire with the military re-
gime’s forces by declaring Peo-
ple’s Defensive War against the 
junta, its forces and the military 
institution. Immediately, inter-
national observers stressed their 
concerns about escalation of vi-
olence and bloodshed in Myan-
mar. One key stakeholder is eu-
phoric though, and that’s the 
people of Myanmar.

Since the formation of NUG in 
mid-April, the people have al-
ready learnt that there will be no 
respite from junta’s oppression 
by protests alone. By then, the 
3-month-old peaceful resistance 
against the military rule was be-
ing repeatedly greeted by bullets 
and brutality; people started to 
realise that keep marching like 

that will only get to our graves 
rather than democracy. That was 
the time where people across the 
country, particularly the youth, 
begin to travel to areas under 
ethnic armed groups (EAOs) to 
receive military training, to fight 
back. NUG also seems to share 
this view since its inception, with 
Ministry of Defense being found-
ed as a key ministry.

Historically, it is not like the peo-
ple of Myanmar to be so enthu-
siastic to pick up arms. In fact, 
the opposite was true. Since the 
8888 Revolution in 1988, we the 
people of Myanmar are too ob-
sessive with ideals of peace and 
non-violence. After all, the peace-
ful protests of 8888 Revolution 
spelled the end for dictator Ne 
Win’s socialist regime, and Aung 
San Suu Kyi came into Myanmar 
politics during that time under 

the banner of peaceful, non-vi-
olent resistance. However, with 
Chairman Ne Win’s repressive 
inward-looking socialist regime 
being replaced by General Than 
Shwe’s stratocracy government, 
we were only successful in jump-
ing from the frying pan into the 
fire. Despite that, the patience 
seems to have yielded fruit, al-
beit minimally, under 2008 con-
stitution and democratic tran-
sitions in 2010. The constitution 
which overwhelming favours the 
military did yield certain powers 
towards the people and our rep-
resentatives, such as the elected 
parliamentarians and the civil-
ian government. Past 10 years, 
despite facing turbulences and 
witnessing atrocities at parts of 
the country, did offer the people 
of Myanmar a taste of democra-
cy, we began to think freely and 
came to see that people need 

September 28, 2021

September 30, 2021

The depreciation of Myanmar Kyats breaks re-
cord again and plummets to 2,700 per USD. Gold 
price has also exceeded 2.2 million Kyat per tical 
and it has entered into the danger level accord-
ing to market experts.
SAC’s forces reportedly entered Lay Kay Kaw 
Myothit in Karen State which is 10 miles south of 
Myawaddy Town within Karen National Union’s 
Brigade 6 territory.

Junta’s infamous spokesperson Zaw Min Tun 
held another press conference in which he said 
SAC is accelerating peace process by meeting 
and discussing with ethnic armed organizations 
while the council is also looking at solutions for 
Kyat depreciation, high gas price and unstable 
gold market with accountability although such 
issues were created by the previous government.

September 29, 2021
Freedom House’s latest report said that Myan-
mar’s Internet Freedom index dropped 14 point 
which was “the largest decline ever recorded in 
Freedom on the Net”.

The People’s Defensive War: 
How Did We End Up Here?
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“ A lot of the people believed that if 
enough of us were to be killed, the world 
will do something. ”

not to be afraid of government 
in a normal society. As terrible as 
2008 constitution is, it was still 
a bliss compared to military re-
gime we grew up with. People 
were still not used to criticizing 
government during first years of 
military-backed USDP govern-
ment’s rule, but then by 2015, 
people started to dream of high-
er freedoms and overwhelmingly 
voted for Aung San Suu Kyi’s NLD 
party to entrust with such a task.

The NLD government then faced 
their jailors, the military, as big-
gest obstacle in their endeavor 
to bring accomplish such a task. 
In their desire to bring military 
under civilian rule, NLD gov-
ernment and Aung San Suu Kyi 
made the mortal mistake by fol-
lowing appeasement strategy 
towards the military. While at 
power, the civilian government 
repeatedly shielded the military 
from international pressure for 
its well-documented atrocities, 
often at the expense of alien-
ation from domestic and inter-
national, former and potential 
friends. Key personnel from the 
civilian administration and NLD 
party were seen building bridg-
es with the military under a false 
hope of bringing the military un-
der civilian rule and building a 
proper democracy in Myanmar. 
The harms of Aung San Suu Kyi 
for this wrong move is tremen-
dous. She will be forever asso-
ciated with Rohingya Genocide, 
even to those who know that she 
has no control over the military. 
But for all this, the army used her 
and her administration when it 
suits them, and eventually cast-
ed aside. Witnessing this, the 
people realized what following 
appeasement to the military in-
stitution means.

Then on February 1st, the army 
renegaded the pseudo-democ-
racy they organized and staged 

coup against the democrati-
cally-elected government. Yet, 
Min Aung Hlaing and his thugs 
discounted the will of the peo-
ple now exposed to heightened 
freedom. Protests started with-
in days and soon millions were 
marching down the streets. The 
people stuck to the non-violence 
at all costs, even in the face of 
repeated unprovoked lethal re-
sponse by armed forces. Origi-
nally, protestors thought non-vi-
olence protests will be enough, 
even if that means many of us 
were killed in the process. The 
tragedy of a young man who 
posted “How many death bodies 
does UN need before concrete 
intervention?” in the morning he 
got fatally shot during protesting 
was not an isolated mentality. A 
lot of the people believed that if 
enough of us were to be killed, 
the world will do something.

However, continuous brutal re-
sponse of these peaceful pro-
tests eventually pushed the peo-
ple further. By the time NUG was 
founded, our belief on demand-
ing democracy wielding protest 
signs have turned to fighting for 
democracy by wielding guns. 
Eventually hundreds of local mili-
tias under PDF (People’s Defense 
Force) names sprung up in all 
parts of the country.

For the army side, they have nev-
er renounced their love on peace, 
although their actions are always 
polar opposite. Mr. Scot Marcial, 
the former US Ambassador to 
Myanmar, was aware of futility of 
trying to negotiate with military 

rulers. In late March, he tweet-
ed “As a diplomat, I have always 
supported dialogue, but the Tat-
madaw is beyond reason. I see 
no value in dialogue with them 
until and unless they recognize 
they cannot win and make clear 
they are looking for a way out.” 
More recently the Special En-
voy of UN Secretary-General, 
Ms. Christine Schraner Burgener 
learnt this too. She tweeted “My 
consultations for an all-inclusive 
dialogue in the interest of the 
people were not welcomed by 
the military. I regret this clear 
lack of will for a peaceful solution 
which could have prevented oth-
er stakeholders from feeling they 
have no choice but to seek vio-
lent means.”

By the time NUG declared the 
People’s Defensive War, the 
junta’s forces are already be-
ing locked in wars on multiple 
fronts, both with their traditional 
adversary EAOs such as Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) and 
Karen National Liberation Army 
(KNLA), both of whom are clash-
ing heavily with the junta’s forc-
es and training to a new wave of 
pro-democracy fighters, and the 
PDFs. The attack on soldiers, po-
lices and their informers in cities 
and full-blown armed clashes in 
rural areas is a norm for Myan-
mar these days and things are 
expected to go much wider in 
scale. The PDFs are also attack-
ing any strategic assets of the 
army including the army’s busi-
nesses such as MyTel telecom-
munication towers.
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There is still a question of NUG’s 
ability to properly finance a war 
while they themselves are on the 
run and any obvious financing 
activities lead to people getting 
arrested and assets frozen. But 
the junta is not facing NUG, they 
are facing the people and more 
people are replacing the loss-
es, whether the casualties from 
armed clashes or frozen funds 
for the resistance fighters. 

The humanitarian costs of the 
clashes, however, unsurprising-
ly come from the junta’s forces’ 
sheer brutality. Whether they are 
actual PDFs nearby or mere sus-
picions, villages get torched and 
demolished with artillery shell-
ing, and villagers get slaughtered, 
sometimes in masses, and entire 
villages get looted and ransomed. 
In urban areas, deaths after sol-
diers’ raid have become more 
common. Khit Thit Media’s re-
cent release of the footage about 
three civilians getting dragged to 
the streets and shot in cold blood 
at Sanchaung Township of urban 
Yangon filled the nation with 
disgust. The junta’s propaganda 
claimed they were PDF and died 
during the shootout. But the vid-
eo shows they were executed on 
the roadside and local media fur-
ther uncovered that those killed 

were doctor and nurse on Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM). 
In the villages, such atrocities 
were a norm and happening on a 
far wider scale. The junta’s forc-
es are not just committing war 
crimes but doing so with impuni-
ty to the extent of openly issuing 
letters to the villages mandating 
that theirs will be razed due to 
PDF presence.

However, with conflict getting 
more intense and weapons more 
proliferated, more atrocities by 
unknown parties or those op-
posing junta is becoming a real 
concern too. A few months ago, 
KNLA launched an inquiry after 
evidence emerged that over 30+ 
detainees were slaughtered in a 
mass execution and dismissed 
one of its top commanders. In 
early September, a military in-
formant and entire family of four 
was shot death by unknown as-
sailants. In late September, a PDF 
group launched an attack of a 
group of 50 armed men because 
they were robbing and assault-
ing the villagers under the ban-
ner of a pro-democratic fighting 
force. Admittedly, any atrocities 
committed by anti-junta forces 
are paltry both in frequency and 
magnitude compared to those 
committed by junta’s forces. 

However, these atrocities were 
already happening. While atroc-
ities go in-hand with wars, it is 
the responsibility of pro-demo-
cratic forces and EAOs to safe-
guard human rights in conflicts, 
especially if we were to build a 
better society than the one cor-
rupted by the junta’s military 
institution. However, the signs 
are encouraging from anti-junta 
forces side on that regard with 
genuine attempts to safeguard 
proper rules of engagement and 
defend human rights in conflicts.

War is certain; uncertainty lies 
on how or when it will end. The 
people are aware that we might 
be once again jumping from fry-
ing pan into the fire. Endless cy-
cle of violence is as likely as the 
free and just society we envision. 
Regardless, people are willing 
to bet our futures and put our 
efforts in achieving our dream. 
For us, the alternative is a life of 
servitude under the military. Fac-
ing such harsh reality, we have 
forsworn the idealistic notions 
of non-violence. War is the only 
tool strong enough to break free 
of our chains, even if that means 
we are at risk of getting crushed 
in the process.
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The National Unity Government 
(NUG) declared a defensive war 
on September 7 and encour-
aged all the resistance forces on 
ground to launch attacks at the 
regime forces. But even months 
before this declaration of war, 
attacks at the regime and its es-
tablishments were carried out by 
local resistance forces here and 
there. What does this official an-
nouncement by our elected gov-
ernment mean for the local resis-
tance fighters? 

This month, we talked to a 
spokesperson from Karenni Na-
tionalities Defense Force (KNDF) 
and discussed about the active 
clashes in Karenni State, and the 
group’s opinion on the declara-
tion of defensive war. 

Q: What is the on-ground situa-
tion in the Karenni State?
A: Not a day has passed without 
fighting in Karenni (Kayah) State. 
Since May, we have had about 80 
clashes with the State Adminis-
tration Council (SAC) forces. 

Q: What do you, as KNDF, think 
about your performance in 
these clashes? 
A: In some clashes, we are quite 
satisfied with our attacks, but 
then, in other cases, the situation 
is quite different because the 
SAC is better in firepower and 
the number of troops. Lately, the 
SAC deployed more reinforce-
ment troops to our state. And we 
can’t even compare to the heavy 
artillery that they use. These are 
the challenges we have to face 
and would like to share with the 
readers.

Q: Right. So in order to tack-
le these challenges, how can 
the public or the National Uni-
ty Government (NUG) support 
KNDF?
A: We need weapons mainly. It’s 
been nearly four months now 
and we have been fighting with 
whatever weapon we have and 
we last this long because of the 
support from the public. We talk-
ed to different media outlets be-
fore that we need weapons, and 
the NUG knows it, and I’m sure 
the entire country knows that 
too. But our strength in these 
clashes is that we live in this 
state throughout our entire lives, 
we were born in this state, we 
know our territory very well. So 
that puts us in the upper hand. 
And knowing that we are fight-
ing a just war, we are far stronger 
than the SAC’s forces in terms of 
emotional strength. So what we 
need now is weapons and we’d 
like to upgrade our arms as soon 
as possible.

Q: Does KNDF have dialogues 
with the NUG?
A: KNDF and NUG have a good 
relationship. In terms of politics, 
our policy is to follow the lead of 
NUG so we can say that we have 
regular contact and a good rela-
tionship with the NUG. 

Q: NUG is the rightful govern-
ment, elected by the people, 
and it is taking a lead in this 
revolution. But for an ethnic 
armed resistance group, to 
what degree do you trust in the 
NUG? How about the Karenni 
local populations’ perspective?
A: We don’t have a choice in the 

current situation, and it is wide-
ly accepted that everyone must 
take part in this revolution. I 
don’t have a special comment 
on to what degree we can trust 
the NUG but I must say that there 
are only two choices in this situ-
ation: NUG or the SAC. So if we 
don’t have faith in the NUG gov-
ernment, it means we are sup-
porting the SAC in a way. We be-
lieve in NUG’s leadership to some 
extent in terms of the political 
roadmap that it has laid out. We 
decided to leave the trust issues 
behind because right now, it is 
more important for us to coop-
erate and topple the military re-
gime together.

Q: NUG announced the defen-
sive war on September 7, and 
many people worried about 
preparation for the war. So 
what does KNDF think of the 
declaration of war? 
A: It’s hard to tell, actually. KNDF 
was formed to fight against the 
SAC so we do not get excited 
about the declaration of defen-
sive war. But we thought about 
whether the announcement was 
made too soon before we were 
well-prepared because it could 
become our weakness. We know 
those who wait for D-Day, and a 
few who take everyday as D-Day 
such as Kayah and Chin states 
where fighting had broken out 
even before the announcement. 

D-Day: 
What It Means for 
Resistance Forces on Ground
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The major changes that hap-
pened in our Kayah State after 
the NUG’s announcement is that 
people have left their houses, 
half the towns are empty, and the 
number of internally displaced 
people (IDP) has increased. 
This is the result of the war an-
nouncement. D-Day should be 
planned in detail, and a military 
operation that should be car-
ried out secretly. NUG’s interim 
president said in his speech that 
defensive fights should be oper-
ated with every means we can. 
The talk is done and the public 
is facing reality now. Some ci-
vilians are facing more violent 
warfare while others aren’t. So 
I still think it would be better to 
have a more solid plan and make 
such an announcement. Now the 
announcement leads to more 
IDPs, our towns do not look like 
towns, and homes do not look 
like homes anymore. So that’s 
the sequel to the war declaration 
in our state.

Q: Nationwide clashes broke 
out after the announcement, 
and ethnic areas are more war-
torn. What have you prepared 
for the near future when fight-
ing will be more intense?
A: We thought a lot about it. We 
have no choice but to fight un-
til the end so the situation will 
be worse for sure. As KNDF, we 
constantly request the Karenni 
people to stay more resilient and 
vigilant. In terms of food supplies 
preparation, we want to stock 
sufficient food. And in combat, 
we have prepared to attack the 
SAC forces with more strategic 
and more disciplined manners. 

Q: With increasing IDPs in your 
state and difficulty in transpor-
tation, how should the urban 
community or international 
community help with humani-
tarian aid for Karenni State?
A: Sooner or later, the SAC will 

impose the Four Cut strategy, in 
fact, it has started blocking roads 
to travel across our state now. 
What I want to say is that the 
SAC needs to understand that 
the IDPs and the resistance forc-
es are completely different. For 
the aid groups, they should also 
be more and more cautious be-
cause the SAC has been arrest-
ing whoever they see, and even 
rice bags are destroyed. So it will 
definitely become more danger-
ous, but we need to overcome 
that, otherwise our IDPs will face 
a worse situation than they do 
now. I want to say to the urban 
community that we need to risk 
whatever it takes. Regarding the 
support from the international 
community, we have talked to 
NUG before and proposed our 
ideas. As you all know, the war is 
coming, and we know where the 
IDPs are. So we need to take the 
risk and deliver aid items, which 
is of the utmost importance. 
We’d like to encourage our hu-
manitarian supporters to take 
the risk for the IDPs. The SAC will 
never be considerate, or show 
sympathy, they are in the wrong 
from the start. So all we can do 
is to step up our safety measures 
and take the risk.

Q: How about the Covid situa-
tion there?
A: We don’t know the exact num-
ber but I heard about 50-60 peo-
ple in the camps are infected 
with Covid. No Covid death was 
reported so far. The seasonal flu 
is quite common so there is a 
chance that these people could 
be infected with Covid, but some 
take the tests and some don’t. 
For our small state, it’s quite a 
large number actually.

Q: What do you want to say to 
the urban folks who recently 
learned about the struggles 
of ethnic people only after the 
coup?

A: What we understand is that 
misunderstandings are caused 
by the poor political system. 
We never put the blame on our 
brothers and sisters in the cities, 
but now that we have faced the 
nationwide struggle right in front 
of our eyes, there are people 
who realize our struggle and we 
welcome them. If we don’t have 
a decent political system, we will 
never have equal rights. And now 
people have become more sym-
pathetic. More people now know 
about the reality of IDPs and the 
armed conflicts, which I think is 
a silver lining in the dark time. I 
would never blame our brothers 
and sisters. We feel that if the 
people in mainland bleed, we 
bleed too. So I hope the urban 
folks feel the same way and we 
should maintain this kind of spir-
it. 

Q: Final question. Do you be-
lieve in our revolution?
A: There is no way we will have 
a dialogue with the SAC no mat-
ter how hard the situation is. 
The negotiation with the SAC 
should not even be an option. 
We will fight until the end, and 
we will win this revolution, we 
believe in it. But to win this, we 
must share accurate information 
among the resistance forces, we 
must trust one another, and we 
must be smarter and cleverer to 
overcome the SAC’s cunning old 
tricks. If we can manage that, we 
will definitely win this war.

“ We feel that if 
the people in main-
land bleed, we 
bleed too. So I hope 
the urban folks feel 
the same way and 
we should maintain 
this kind of spirit. ”
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the dogs prowl, outside, the dogs howl 
nightly, they say they see their dead 
murdered in cold blood; not
more than ours, shot point-blank
by cold hearts and empty heads, they 
do not mourn.

beware
of our blood;
they are sniffing around our neighbourhoods,
among our neighbours, they are, out
for our blood,
toeing the line between protect and attack, or erasing 
on the soil unsettled by thousands of feet
our blood rages
on the streets, in our homes, what remains of
us, the sparse bodies
again are red.

some keep their windows open so they can hear
who is shouting amongst anarchy.
that is a privilege.
they shoot at our windows, they shoot into our homes. 
some say they are listening, amidst the howling
do they hear this 
do they fear.

YM

rage, as red as mars
8888, we shall not sleep.
saffron, we must not shroud.
spring, up again we stand.
8:00, we bang our pots chasing demons.
8:15, we sing our war cry for the unfortunate living. 
8:20, we chant our prayers for the unfortunate martyrs. 
be aware.

we’re inside, our doors are ratting
mere feet outside, our gates are barely standing
heaven bound, we send fireworks flaring
among karma and fateful stars, mars approaches closer 
happy new year, we scream, do not fear
the dogs are howling, be safe, the dogs are prowling.
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Our group has started fundrais-
ing since the end of February for 
civil servants who are on strike, 
also known as Civil Disobedi-
ence Movement (CDM), and later 
splitted the funds to People De-
fense Forces (PDF) since May. Of 
course, fundraising doesn’t come 
without an emotional cost and 
our own safety concern. The ex-
perience has been a roller coast-
er ride of emotions over these 
months since late February.

Every month, it has just been 
stress, stress, more stress, and 
then depression started to kick 
in. There was an occasional re-
lease of dopamine when the do-
nations were at times high. It is 
undeniable that fundraising has 
become more and more chal-
lenging as months pass by. Time 
has, again and again, tested the 
people’s resilience and willpow-
er to sacrifice for freedom and 
justice. However, our group feels 
that even after struggling with 
different types of problems and 
coping with grief and loss, the 
majority of the people have no 
desire to submit to the junta’s 
unlawful rule. People are still 

finding ways to contribute de-
spite struggling with Myanmar’s 
economic collapse and even with 
their safety at risk. Many CDMers 
are still committed to their belief 
that they will never work under 
military rule, though some have 
returned to work.

As the nation’s economy drops 
freefall due to coup-induced 
complications, the whole pop-
ulace suffers from rising basic 
food and commodities, unem-
ployment, high inflation and kyat 
depreciation. In July, the World 
Bank forecast an 18% annual de-
cline for Myanmar’s economy. 
While the data on the economy 
is helpful for statisticians and 
economists alike to make sense, 
the painful living experiences of 
ordinary citizens, especially civil 
servants on strike, under collaps-
ing economy and a failed state, 
deemed unfathomable. Major-
ity of the people are struggling 
to make ends meet. Everything 
costs more now in Myanmar. The 
value of kyat fell since USD 1 is 
now equivalent to MMK 2700, 
and the price of gold skyrock-
eted. Every imported good now 
cost double eight months after 
February’s coup; making a living 
extremely difficult.

While the price of commodities 
is on the rise, the support to CD-
Mers has been lessened. Only 
small contributions is possible to 
compensate CDMers who have 
sacrificed their earnings and lives 
in the name of justice, democra-
cy and freedom. They now de-
pend on monthly small compen-
sation of 50,000-100,000 MMK 
(25-50 USD). Without a doubt, 
CDMers are facing enormous 
physical challenges and mental 
health problems. Besides relying 
on the aforementioned month-
ly support, which is obviously 
not much, they fear arrests and 
harassment from the junta. For 
us, it’s excruciatingly difficult to 
raise 100,000 MMK (50 USD) for 
each CDMer every month. On a 
monthly basis, our group sup-
ports at least 300 CDMers from 
different ministries from the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) to 
the Ministry of Health and Sports 
(MoHS). But, many of them 
only receive financial support 
of 50,000 MMK (25 USD). Cries 
and complaints of CDMers every 
month have flooded our inboxes. 
It’s become such an emotional 
turmoil to listen to their strug-
gles, and to find ways to fund-
raise to meet their, at least, their 
basic needs. We know that they 
have left their government hous-

Confessions 
of a Fundraiser

“ While the price of commodities is on 
the rise, the support to CDMers has been 
lessened. They now depend on month-
ly small compensation of 50,000-100,000 
MMK (25-50 USD). ”
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ing, left their belongings, and lost 
their income. And now, they are 
unable to pay for rent, food and 
medicines for their family. We 
know we should not give up for 
them.

We, local fundraisers, also have 
taken so many risks. Our bank 
accounts are traced, and some 
of our comrades from different 
fundraising groups have been 
taken into custody for support-
ing CDMers and PDFs. We are on 
high alert for our own safety, yet, 
there are these freedom-and-jus-
tice-loving people (both CDMers 
and PDFs) who have sacrificed so 
much for the future of the coun-
try. We must make sure we don’t 
abandon them, so our group, 
like other groups, try every at-
tempt and strategy possible. We 
make private local fundraising 
networks, and we contact fami-
ly, friends and people abroad for 
funds. Some groups give differ-
ent incentives such as giving gift 
vouchers and other exchange 
of goods and services. One suc-

cessful campaign launched in 
August under the National Gov-
ernment Unity (NUG)’s Ministry 
of Defense was the Raffle Tick-
ets campaign, where all the pro-
ceeds went to support the PDF. 
This also came with some sacri-
fices. Local fundraising groups 
were traced, and some com-
rades who were involved in this 
campaign have been detained 
by the military. The junta is still 
tracing bank accounts and digital 
payment accounts of those who 
were involved in the campaign. 
Since it’s been extremely dan-
gerous to have multiple transac-
tions from local accounts, many 
local groups have shut down 
public fundraising and shifted 
to relying on private fundraising 
networks and networks abroad. 
All of these challenges make it 
harder for CDMers and PDFs as 
it means not enough support has 
been raised.

Yes, we are struggling. But one 
thing we all know from the be-
ginning is that this will be a long 

battle, and this is not to be giv-
en up halfway. We cannot afford 
to do so for people who have 
sacrificed their lives and for the 
new generation of the country. 
We must strive for any strategies 
possible that will overcome these 
challenges we are facing. We 
know the majority of us are still 
together in this cause. Although 
with challenges of raising funds 
every month for at least 300 CD-
Mers and monthly support of 
1,000,000-1,500,000 (500 USD) 
to PDF, our group has somehow 
managed to support them ev-
ery month. Every month, we are 
grateful that one way or anoth-
er has turned out to work. Yes, it 
has put a great risk and a huge 
strain on our mental well-being, 
but it is just a matter of time that 
justice is served. Until then, we 
must never lose hope. We must 
never submit to the junta rule and 
never forgive their violence to us. 
There will come a day justice and 
peace prevail in this country. Un-
til then we must work together. 
Viva la Revolucion!
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Many businesses in the coun-
try have migrated to Facebook 
platform in the recent years and 
we have witnessed the signif-
icant growth of e-commerce 
pages that sell everything from 
potato chips to handmade crafts 
during the waves of Covid. 
“Covid-19’s third wave hit right 
after the coup, making a lot of 
people jobless. This could be the 
main reason that more people 
have started thinking of shift-
ing their business to Facebook,” 
a seasoned retailer on Facebook 
as well as a CDMer commented 
about the current situation.

Setting up a business on social 
media may be trivial but attract-
ing followers is not. In order to sell 
something in large volume, busi-
nesses need to catch the pub-
lic’s attention and find potential 
customers out of all followers. As 
such, startups try to attract the 
traffic as much as they can by any 
means, from giving freebies and 
discount items, to airing their in-
dividual performances live. But 
not all the newbies desperately 
need to do those kinds of things. 
On August 26, every online user 
turned their attention to one 
Facebook post that was simply 
trying to sell locally-loved sun-
dried fish and prawns. The post 

hits 37.8 K reactions, 1.4 K com-
ments, and 25.5 K shares in less 
than 12 hours while the page it-
self gains 90K new likes. In that 
particular post, the owner intro-
duced herself as Aunty Win and 
revealed that she was the moth-
er of the late Nyi Nyi Aung Htet 
Naing, and she was trying to sell 
sun-dried fish and prawns to get 
spare money and to donate. She 
also added, “Please understand 
that I have to run a business in 
this ordeal” with the emoji of put-
ting her palms together, which is 
a gesture of respect. 

“As soon as I saw her page, I 
thought I would buy from her, 
even if she was selling the same 
item that I was selling,” the same 
retailer told Mohinga Matters. 
And he added “I am worried that 
the military might turn their at-
tention back to the family when 
they saw that specific post.” He 
was not alone in that regard. 
So, why did Aunty Win’s post on 
Facebook receive that much at-
tention and love from the people 
of Myanmar while many worried 
for her safety at the same time?
About seven months before 

Aunty Win created her Face-
book page, on February 28 she 
received a phone call and heard 
a shaky voice saying, “Mom, I 
was shot. I could not take it any-
more. I would not be able to 
come home.” That was Nyi Nyi 
Aung Htet Naing’s last moment 
with his mother before he died 
of a gunshot wound by the brutal 
junta’s soldiers. A widely shared 
picture of a young man lying with 
all the blood covering his body in 
front of a school in Hledan, Ka-
mayut Township, was later re-
vealed to be Nyi Nyi Aung Htet 
Naing who had gone out togeth-
er with his twin brother Ko Ko 
Aung Htet Naing to join protests 
against the coup in the morning. 
He was only 23 years old when he 
died. It was tragic for the family 
and the whole world mourned 
for his death. 

“I was trying to interview one of 
the family members of Nyi Nyi, 
but all the relatives were too up-
set about the tragedy. If I am not 
wrong, Ko Ko Aung Htet Naing 
was more emotional than the 
rest of the family”, a video jour-
nalist based in Yangon recalled 
the day of the funeral of Nyi 
Nyi. And he witnessed that Ko 
Ko even fainted as he cried. Re-
gardless, the junta has no time 
for sympathy. Regime’s soldiers 
have constantly denied their 
atrocities and target the family 
members of the fallen heroes so 
as to silence them.

A Family of Three,
Loved by Millions,  
Hated by the Junta

“ Regime’s soldiers have constantly de-
nied their atrocities and target the family 
members of the fallen heroes so as to si-
lence them. ”



15

As many feared, on September 
1, just a week after Aunty Win’s 
Facebook page appeared, securi-
ty forces stormed into her house 
in an attempt to abduct her son 
Ko Ko Aung Htet Naing. Though 
he managed to escape narrow-
ly, Aunty Win was detained as a 
hostage. The military called and 
threatened Ko Ko to turn him-
self in if he would like to free his 
mother. “The military is beyond 
evil. I can’t believe they don’t 
leave the mourning family alone. 
They already killed a boy. There is 
nothing to do with the rest. The 
mother is simply trying to sur-
vive by setting up a business. I 
was speechless when I heard the 
news that she was detained”, the 
same video journalist who cov-
ered the funeral commented.

Mohinga Matters had contact 
with Ko Ko Aung Htet Naing, the 
twin brother of the fallen hero, 
through social media for the in-
terview about his family. Ko Ko 
humbly denied our request for 
the interview by saying, “Not a 
good time for an interview,” due 
to security concerns. And he 
mentioned that he himself is on 
the run. 

“Imagine that she lost one of her 
twins, her new business was de-
stroyed by the grudge from the 
junta within a week she started, 
her other son is running away as 
he is on the warrant list, and now 
she is being detained. How low 
is the standard of this army? We 
can’t accept that kind of brutali-
ty in religious, humanitarian and 
social aspects. Those who com-
mitted such crimes should not 
be in our society.” A former po-
litical prisoner, U Tun Kyi, com-
mented about Aunty Win’s case, 
and he added, “The military has 
been conducting this inhumane 
act repeatedly for decades, since 
1962.”

The whole country has been 
protesting against the junta for 
about eight months now, and 
local resistance forces as well as 
the official military of the Nation-
al Unity Government have been 
formed. On a daily basis, news 
about raging battles between 
the military and the people de-
fense forces (PDFs), and the eth-
nic armed organizations (EAOs) 
circulate along with stories about 
the army’s massacres. Min Aung 
Hlaing-led military carried out 

atrocities wherever they set their 
feet, and questions about how 
those people responsible for 
such crimes will ever be brought 
to justice remain up in the air. 

Former political prisoner U Tun 
Kyi told Mohinga Matters, “Those 
who violate basic human rights 
are at large and nobody is able 
to take action. It’s responsible 
for the United Nations Securi-
ty Council and the international 
community. It’s like they are giv-
ing the license to kill to those in-
humane Juntas if solid action is 
not taken.” 

“How_Many_Dead_Bodies_
UN_Need_To_Take_Action?” 
That is what Nyi Nyi Aung Htet 
Naing posted on his Facebook 
before he was shot to death, and 
many are still asking the same 
question now. In the meantime, 
the whole country stands help-
less as the junta continues to tar-
get the fallen hero’s remaining 
family members.

When Nyi Nyi Aung Htet Naing was injured, he was brought 

to a nearby apartment in Hledan for medical aid. The lady who 

let in the young protesters was called Daw Lin Lin Su. As Nyi 

Nyi passed away in her house, the aunty was targeted by the 

junta for helping the protesters. She herself was later abducted 

for joining the evening protests and consequently spent three 

months in Insein Prison. She was eventually released on June 30 

along with thousands of fellow protesters. However, she tested 

COVID-positive shortly afterwards and died on 15 July with the 

complications of COVID-related diseases. If it weren’t for her 

bravery in taking in the wounded kid, she wouldn’t have been 

put into prison by the junta and possibly wouldn’t have been 

infected with the virus there. Another sacrifice that should be 

celebrated more.

Related Story

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/
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Almost every ethnic group 
in Myanmar knows deep in their 
bones that the struggle for free-
dom has been a 70-year-long 
battle since ethnic representa-
tives agreed to the initiative led 
by General Aung San to form a 
Union of Burma at 1947 Panglong 
Conference. The historic con-
ference promised Shan, Kachin 
and Chin leaders an autonomous 
border state. The day of signing—
February 12 is celebrated annual-
ly as the Union Day to commem-
orate a significant moment in 

Myanmar’s history that sparked 
conversations of federal union. 
But the assassination of General 
Aung San four months later re-
verberated the events of history 
beyond irreparable. 

The fight for freedom has been 
an ongoing battle for the Kachin 
people—a story filled with de-
cades-long armed conflicts, dis-
criminations, lost futures, ca-
sualties and the displacement 
of almost 100,000 civilians. The 
promise of autonomy was dan-

gled in front of Kachin people, 
just like many other ethnic mi-
norities, since the Japanese inva-
sion in the 1940s. After many un-
fulfilled promises, the desire for 
autonomy prompted the people 
of Kachin to initiate the Kachin 
Independence Movement to 
protect the rights of Kachin peo-
ple and restore their freedom by 
building a de facto independent 
state.

To the Kachinland
From guerrilla resistance to hopes 
of a freed land
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The Beginning of KIO/A

First 33 years of Kachin Conflict 
(5 February 1961 – 24 February 1994)

Two Kachin youths, Lance Cor-
poral Lamung Tu Jai and Lama La 
Ring who were former soldiers 
of the Burma Army contacted 
Zau Seng and his brother Zau Tu 
who were in a village in north-
ern Shan State and founded the 
Kachin Independence organi-
zation in 1960. Zau Seng was a 
former captain with Kachin Bat-
talion 1 in 1949 until he defected 
during the Karen-Bama riot and 
joined Karen National Defence 
organization (KNDO) in northern 
Shan State. Former KNDO agent 

The resistance movement had 
a rough start. KIO/A essentially 
was a guerilla force in the early 
days. Fueled by losses of rights 
and discrimination during Bur-
manization campaign by dicta-
tor General Ne Win, KIO/A rein-

was appointed as the leader of 
the KIO with his brother, Zau Tu 
becoming the first deputy leader 
and Lama as the first secretary. 
KIO began with seven Kachin 
youths, and with their connec-
tions, they formed a 27-member 
private army.0

To fund the independence move-
ment, the private army raided a 
bank in Shan State’s Lashio on 
February 5, 1960 and the politi-
cal organization also started re-
cruiting more Kachin dissidents 

forced its army and by early 1963, 
it had one brigade, six battalions 
and the numbers had increased 
to over 1,000.

In June 1963, KIA was invited for 
a peace talk in Mandalay. Initiat-

from General Ne Win’s Tatmadaw 
forces. By February 5, 1960, KIO’s 
100-member private army was 
reestablished into the Kachin In-
dependence Army (KIA), becom-
ing the KIO’s armed wing. Zau 
Seng became the commander in 
chief. February 5 is celebrated as 
the Kachin Revolution Day since 
1960 to commemorate the be-
ginning of Kachin Independence 
Movement of rebelling against 
the government. 

ed by the revolutionary council, 
KIA sent a delegate Zau Dan to 
demand three points: 
1.  autonomy for ethnic groups
2. self-determination, the revo-
lution’s primary aim
3. a treaty after secession based 

Despite the promised autono-
my and wealth-sharing failing to 
materialize for the better part of 
1950s, Kachin stayed away from 
ethnic insurgencies even though 
much of the country was riddled 
with civil conflicts between the 
Burmese central government 
and other ethnic groups. 

All came to a head in 1960 gen-
eral elections when the election 
campaign by Prime Minister U 
Nu for Clean Anti-Fascist Peo-
ple’s Freedom League (Clean 
AFPFL) promised increased au-

tonomy for the Mon and Rakh-
ine ethnics, and that Buddhism 
would become the state reli-
gion. U Nu’s Clean AFPFL won 
the election and Buddhism was 
declared as the religion of Bur-
ma in 1961, which intensified ten-
sions between the Kachin and 
Burmese government. Majority 
of Kachin, who are of Christian 
faith, took the development as 
an insult, which led to the forma-
tion of the Kachin Independence 
Organization (KIO) and its mili-
tary wing, Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA). The tipping point 

came the next year in 1962 when 
General Ne Win-controlled mili-
tary staged a coup d’état in 1962.

Insurgency
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Ceasefire was a blessing for KI-
O/A as it allowed the organiza-
tion to regroup and reinforce its 
troops and infrastructures. The 
calm after 1994 gave the gueril-
la force to transform itself. The 
organization established a de 
facto independent state within 
Kachin State and implemented 
infrastructure projects such as 
building roads, power stations, 
hospitals and schools. The head-
quarters was moved from Pa-

jau to Laiza in 2005 where they 
founded a military academy and 
designed officer-training pro-
grams. KIO/A even started in-
vesting in weapon production 
and development to produce its 
own weapons adapted from oth-
er rifle designs. 

With both Tatmadaw and KIO/A 
flourishing during peaceful years 
led to economic and technolo-
gy developments on both sides. 

17-year-old Ceasefire
During this time, the military re-
gime was also trying to transition 
into a quasi-civilian government 
in 2010. Days leading up to the 
election, all ethnic armed groups 
were demanded to give up their 
power and to transform into 
Border Guard Forces under the 
control of Tatmadaw as the mil-
itary-drafted 2008 constitution 
required only one army in Myan-
mar. 

on a mutual agreement to re-
store territory and sovereignty, 
peace, non-intervention in local 
affairs, reciprocity and co-exis-
tence. 

The demands were rejected. Ex-
pecting the peace talks to fail, 
KIA occupied nearly all of the vil-
lages in Kamaing and Bhamo ar-
eas during the talks. By the end 
of 1963, KIA was rumored to have 
20,000 soldiers. 
During 1964-1965, KIO/A military 
operations were led by “the three 
Zaus”. Commander in chief, Zau 
Seng was in charge of Brigade 
1, which consisted of Battalions 
1, 2 and 5 based in Mansi Town-
ship. Zau Tu commanded the 
1,400 strong Brigade 2, operating 
in Putao, Chipwi, Lawk Hkawng, 
Myitkyina, Bhamo and Kokant ar-
eas. Fundamentally, KIO/A was 
operating as “rebels” so there 
was no external support or ex-
tensive training for the soldiers. 
Thus, KIA forces weakened con-
trol in Kachin State and north-
ern Shan State under Tatmadaw 
onslaught. The losses were 696 
wounded, 377 killed, 2,223 sur-
rendered and 1,064 arrested by 

the Tatmadaw.

Kachin State is rich in valuable 
resources. KIO/A began to uti-
lize this by trading jade, timber, 
gold, ember and even drugs with 
neighboring countries to fund 
its military operations. Over the 
next 50 years, the freedom war-
riors struggled with its ideolo-
gy, leadership, allies and funds. 
KIO/A enemies weren’t just the 
Tatmadaw troops. The group also 
clashed with other forces outside 
and inside their own ranks. The 
Communist Party of Burma (CPB) 
was a KIA ally in 1968 in battles 
with Tatmadaw but later found 
to be on different sides. Zau Tu 
also attempted to preach com-
munist doctrine to Kachin peo-
ple and KIA soldiers. But Kachin’s 
other minorities—Maru, Lisu and 
Lashi did not accept appointing 
the majority Jinghpaw tribes as 
leaders and were frustrated with 
the leadership of the three Zaus. 
With that, KIO/A had both inter-
nal external conflicts that further 
weakened the organization.

After 1972, the leadership of three 
Zaus deteriorated by their own 

shady actions. The Zaus were re-
ported to be misusing funds from 
opium and jade trades. Zau Seng 
relocated to Thailand afterwards, 
and his influence faded when he 
was out of direct contact with 
KIA for about 10 years. Zau Dan 
was killed in the battle against 
CPB in March 1975. For Zau Tu, 
his reputation suffered when he 
banned marriage for his troops 
but he himself married two times 
in 1966 and 1973. Whilst all of 
these were happening, commu-
nist 700 soldiers led by three KI-
O/A officers disbanded in 1989 
to form New Democratic Army - 
Kachin (NDA-K). 

In the following years, KIO/A 
tried to negotiate a ceasefire 
with the Tatmadaw-controlled 
government and finally reached 
an agreement in 1994. This cease-
fire allowed KIO/A some levels of 
control in parts of Kachin even 
though all of the land and natural 
resources remain under the mil-
itary government led by another 
infamous dictator, Senior Gener-
al Than Shwe.
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Another tension-filled situation 
that continued to impact on the 
flimsy relationship between Tat-
madaw and KIO/A was the con-
troversial Ayeyarwady Myitsone 
dam. The Chinese-funded proj-
ect idea came into inception in 
2001 and the plan was to build 
a dam which will generate a ca-
pacity of 6,000 megawatts for 
China. If the dam was built, the 
environmental effects in Kachin 
State would be devastating, ac-
cording to a 945-page indepen-
dent environmental impact re-
port. Moreover, the dam would 
flood a vast terrain of KIO-con-
trolled territory.  

The National Ceasefire Agree-
ment was considered as a land-
mark ceasefire agreement pro-
posed by President Thein Sein 
government in 2015, but KIO/A 
was nowhere to be seen near it. 
In fact, at least 13 out of 21 eth-
nic armed organizations (EAOs) 
were either not invited to sign 
the ceasefire or rejected it. Eight 
EAOs signed the NCA on October 
15, 2015. KIO/A’s Chief of Staff, 
Maj-Gen Gam Shawng criticized 
the government for not mak-
ing the NCA inclusive during an 

The hatred almost all ethnic 
groups harbored for Tatmadaw 
forces is something that would 
be hard to solve with a ceasefire 
agreement. The political land-
scape of Myanmar has seemingly 
evolved from military dictator-

The ceasefire was breached in 
June 2011 by the government 
when Tatmadaw troops attacked 
KIA outposts near the Taping 
River hydroelectric project, an-
other KIO/A-Chinese project on 
the east of Bhamo Township to 
seize the project of which China 
is paying lucrative sums to the 
Kachin

A quasi-civilian government led 
by ex-military President Thein 
Sein was formed in 2010, and the 
fight between KIO/A and Tat-
madaw broke out just months 
after the administration took of-
fice in March 2011. Intense fight-

interview in 2015, and said that 
Tatmadaw, commanded by Min 
Aung Hlaing, had been insistent-
ly launching airstrikes on Kachin 
villages, derailing more ceasefire 
talks. 

The Arakan Army (AA), the Myan-
mar National Democratic Alli-
ance Army (MNDAA) and the 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(TNLA), which were in an alliance 
with KIO/A, were excluded from 
the Union-level peace talks. So, 
KIO/A declined to sign the ac-

ship to a landslide win of the first 
ever civilian government led by 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in a span 
of seven years. But civil wars con-
tinued to be infested in ethnic 
regions due Tatmadaw operat-
ing above the law in accordance 

Tatmadaw Severed Ceasefire

Saying NO to NCA

Peace Process in Peril

ing between the two sides went 
on for six months with newly im-
proved KIA troops causing many 
Tatmadaw casualties. Not to be 
one step behind, Tatmadaw re-
taliated by using its brutal Light 
Infantry Battalions as well as air-
strikes. The president ordered 
the Tatmadaw to cease its of-
fensive attacks in Kachin State in 
December 2011 but the fighting 
continued on and off until 2013. 
During 2013-2014, many cease-
fire talks were held, about 300 
meetings to be exact.

cord in support of the northern 
alliance. The more KIO/A refused, 
the more attacks seemed to be 
launched against them, leading 
people to believe that KIO/A was 
being forced to sign the NCA. On 
the other hand, KIO/A remained 
firm that a ceasefire would not 
solve anything unless it led to 
political dialogue and based on 
their experience with the 1994 
ceasefire which led nowhere, KI-
O/A was not interested in anoth-
er ceasefire agreement.

with the constitution.

Especially under the NLD govern-
ment era, the Tatmadaw troops, 
led by currently most-hated dic-
tator Min Aung Hlaing, intensi-
fied several clearance operations 
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When the military coup turned 
bloody in the beginning of this 
year, EAOs became safe havens 
for many youths, students, ac-
tivists, politicians, doctors and 
civilians fleeing from Min Aung 
Hlaing-led troops. Kachin Inde-
pendence organization head-
quarters in Laiza, on the border 

with China, was one of the loca-
tions that most resistance move-
ment participants flocked to ei-
ther enlist in the armed forces or 
for military training, or just for a 
safe refuge. 

As the second largest ethnic 
armed organization in Myanmar, 

Passing Down the Resistance Spirit
KIO/A opened its arms to wel-
come anyone who shared their 
hatred for Tatmadaw. But this 
is not the first time for them. In 
the aftermath of 8888 uprisings 
in Myanmar, KIO/A trained many 
student activists which went 
on to form All Burma Students’ 
Democratic Front, an opposition 

in ethnic regions more than ever. 
Intense fighting in Kachin State 
caused casualties on both sides 
and forcibly displaced thousands 
of civilians. “We will never forget 
that they used excessive force 
to fight us in a very unbalanced 
offensive way. This will all be re-
corded, so as not to be forgotten 
in our history,” KIO/A’s Chief of 
Staff said in 2017.

Many EAOs also complained at 
the lack of informal peace talks 
which was a vast difference from 
President U Thein Sein’s peace 
initiative. Many political com-
mentators claimed that the gov-

ernment’s handling of the peace 
process has been questionable. 
One of the comments was that 
the NLD party having pro-de-
mocracy credentials would not 
be enough to build trust. In the 
perspective of the EAOs, the NLD 
administration is still a Burmese 
government. The 21st Century 
Panglong-Union Peace Confer-
ence organized by Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi government held its 
first one in August 2016 and was 
supposed to follow with similar 
gatherings every six months. But, 
the second one did not take place 
until May 2017 and the third was 
repeatedly postponed until July 

2018. The last one was held only 
in August 2020 due to COVID-19 
outbreaks in Myanmar.

In the midst of all this, a secret 
meeting between Tatmadaw and 
the KIO/A was held in Ruili, Chi-
na’s southern Yunnan Province 
on February 1, 2018, organized by 
China. It was reportedly the first 
“military-to-military” meeting 
without the involvement of third 
parties since a 17-year ceasefire 
was broken. Unfortunately, no 
breakthrough was made during 
the meeting. 

With the military government in 
control of Kachin’s resourceful 
land over the years, exploitative 
economic projects were initi-
ated. There were many human 
rights violations that Tatmadaw 
troops committed during the 
ceasefire such as land confis-
cations, forced labor and sexual 
violence. Discrimination was ob-
vious in cases where almost all 
administrative positions in towns 
were not given to Kachin but 
Burmese.

Predominantly Buddhist Bur-
mese authorities also reported-
ly forced conversion activities 

on Kachin Christian. For exam-
ple, rewards were given to peo-
ple who convert to Buddhism 
or people were exempted from 
forced labor, or allowed lower 
prices for basic food items such 
as rice, and higher education 
chances. There were reports of 
Kachin Christians parents being 
offered free schooling for their 
children at Buddhist monasteries 
and Burmese soldiers being en-
couraged by authorities to marry 
Kachin women to convert them 
to Buddhism, according to Mi-
nority Rights Group Internation-
al. 

Repercussion of the Sour Relationship
Almost 100,000 residents of 
Kachin and northern Shan State 
were internally displaced by 
these clashes and people were 
subjected to systematic tortures, 
killing and sexual assaults. Ac-
cording to the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, total inter-
nally displaced population (IDPs) 
in Kachin State is 95,477 and that 
there are 132 IDP camps within 
Kachin as of July 31, 2021.
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armed group on November 1, 
1988. During one graduation cer-
emony (after 1988), former Chair-
man of KIO/A, Maran Brang Seng 
urged the ABSDF military grad-
uates to keep their eyes open 
to the atrocities committed by 
the military regime, and to keep 
fighting for our freedom. “Do not 
ever accept military dictatorship 
and oppression against our rights 

and freedom in any forms what-
soever,” he said. 

His message is a reminder for 
everyone living in Myanmar that 
people may come from differ-
ent backgrounds, but eventually, 
what everyone wants is the free-
dom to express ourselves and 
exert our rights without any op-
pression. 

As Kachin, that’s all they are ask-
ing for—a freed land where the 
rights of Kachin people are not 
violated; Kachin’s natural re-
sources are not exploited, and 
where residents of Kachin State 
have the complete freedom to 
roam their rich highlands.
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Disconnected The junta cuts off internet access 
in several townships (data as of 
September 27)

Reference: Htin Kyaw Aye

1. Hpakant, Kachin (Since Aug 20)
2. Ayadaw, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
3. Budalin, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
4. Kani, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
5. Mogok, Mandalay (Since Sep 15)
6. Myingyan, Mandalay (Since Sep 15)
7. Pale, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
8. Taungdwingyi, Magway (Since Sep 15)
9. Taze, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
10. Ye-U, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
11. Yinmarbin, Sagaing (Since Sep 15)
12. Falam, Chin (Sep 23)
13. Gangaw, Magway (Sep 23)

14. Kanpetlet, Chin (Sep 23)
15. Matupi, Chin (Sep 23)
16. Mindat, Chin (Sep 23)
17. Myaing, Magway (Sep 23)
18. Paletwa, Chin (Sep 23)
19. Tedim, Chin (Sep 23)
20. Thantlang, Chin (Sep 23)
21. Htilin, Magway (Sep 23)
22. Tonzang, Chin (Sep 23)
23. Kawlin, Sagaing (Sep 26)
24. Pinlebu, Sagaing (Sep 26)
25. Wuntho, Sagaing (Sep 26)
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1146
people have been killed 
by the Junta as of  
30 September 2021.

FACT

Junta has killed civilians 
from every age between 
13 to 60 without skipping 
a gap.

27%
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Under 16
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Above 60
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Age Groups Killed  
by Junta
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How People Were 
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Shoved by police car

Not only that junta has killed 
over 1,000 people in seven 
months, its forces have also 
made Russian and Chinese 
wardogs very happy with 
the number of bullets they 
have used. Among over 
1,000 deaths, 60% were 
killed by bullet wounds, fol-
lowed by interrogation tor-
ture in second.

Shot and tortured

Died of torture

Shot

Died in custody

Killed in combat

Burned alive

Killed by artillery

Beaten to death
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September in numbers

Seventy-two of those were ei-
ther shot and killed on the spot 
or died with bullet wounds the 
following days. Twenty-three 
were tortured to death during 

Reference: Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)

Civilians

Activist

NLD’s members/former govern-
ment employee

Teacher/Pastor

Student CDM/Volunteer

99
86

2

4 2

1 4

people have been confirmed to be 
killed in September.

6921
625
53

people in total have been detained by the 
junta as of September 30.

people were arrested in September alone, all 
of whom are civilians.

people have been sentenced to imprisonment 
in September.

Note: We have reported deaths and detainees list in every magazine issue based on AAPP’s database. 
Certain information can only be updated with back date; as such, there may be inconsistency in our 
previous statistics and we will try our hardest to correct those as soon as we can collect the latest data.

Follow us on @mohingamatters @mohingamatters @mattersmohinga

interrogation, one of those vic-
tims was Ko Than Tun Oo @ Ko 
Fatty from Mandalay who was 
shot in the knee and tortured 
during interrogation to the point 

that he passed away a day later 
on September 26. Ko Thet Naing 
Min from Magway Region was 
burned alive and killed in Bago 
on September 14.


