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October was not completely full 
of positives, but a few battles 
were won against the military 
junta both on ground and on 
diplomatic front. We are pretty 
sure Min Aung Hlaing must have 
scratched his head more than a 
few times.

Earlier this month, Yangon Chief 
Minister U Phyo Min Thein testi-
fied against the State Counsellor 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on corrup-
tion charge, effectively accusing 
her of taking bribes from him on 
more than one occasion which 
he could not even recall the ex-
act dates. Obviously, the plot 
was rigorously crafted to stain 
the lady’s legacy while another 
underlying purpose was to wear 
off the resistance war which, in
the junta’s mind, have been ig-
nited by her supporters. Today, 
where the People Defense Forc-
es (PDF) are made up of different 
ethnic youths with a collective 
goal for federal democracy, it is 
baffling that the junta thought 
the same old groundless charges 
and accusations against the lady 
in this day and age would slow 
down the resistance led by Gen-
eration Z.

Moreover, Min Aung Hlaing was 
omitted from the much antici-
pated ASEAN summit. Frankly, 
no “real” decision ever has been 
made in such summits, yet Min 
Aung Hlaing seemed desperate 
to attend. Hence, right before 
the event, he had signed a direc-
tive to release over 5,600 peo-
ple being detained or sentenced 
for taking part in anti-coup pro-
tests since February. It was a 
bold move, for the junta’s stan-
dard, seeking the summit entry 
ticket by allegedly following the 
five-point consensus agreed six 
months ago. The whole coun-

A General’s Dream, also a Recap
try welcomed the heroes back 
with open arms but chanted the 
spontaneous response to Min 
Aung Hlaing, “No way we would 
be thanking you”. Soon, reports 
from different parts of the coun-
try once again showed why the 
regime shall never be trusted. 
More than 100 political prisoners
were re-arrested shortly after 
their release and splitted from 
their families again, not to men-
tion the other arbitrary arrests 
happened in the background, 
including that of Ko Jimmy, 
a prominent activist and for-
mer political prisoner. Min Aung 
Hlaing had hoped to control his 
image and score diplomatic 
points with the “bold” decision. It 
did not happen.

In the meantime, European Par-
liament voted to recognise the 
National Unity Government 
(NUG) as the legitimate repre-
sentative of Myanmar, and Com-
mittee Representing Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw (CRPH) as the legitimate 
legislative body. French Senate 
also voted to recognize NUG. Lat-
er in the month, NUG managed 
to open a representative office in 
Czech Republic. Of course, there 
are still criticism around NUG on 
its failure to provide necessary 
aid for on-ground resistance 
forces and camps for internally 
displaced persons (IDP) in timely 
manner. So far, the verified data 
counted over 230 skirmishes all 
over the country with Sagaing 
boasting the highest number of 
battles. Many PDFs are funded 
via various innovative forms led 
by public-focus campaigns rath-
er than depending on NUG alone. 
As such, while we appraise NUG’s 
efforts on international front, lack 
of coordination on ground is ob-
vious. The international aid will 
help accelerate the resistance 

war; however, we cannot wait 
for the “legitimacy” until we no 
longer have resistance soldiers 
on ground. 

Still, it is encouraging to wit-
ness NUG’s efforts being rec-
ognised ahead of State Ad-
ministration Council’s ridiculed 
initiatives. Meanwhile, Min Aung 
Hlaing kept on going about his 
ground-breaking plan on build-
ing the country with electric 
trains and underground trans-
portation. Obviously, a general 
having a dream is not a crime. 
At the end of the day when Min 
Aung Hlaing finally faces trial at 
the international criminal court, 
it will be for his atrocities and 
violence against the people of 
Myanmar, not for his dream.
However, when a dictator, who 
does not lay out his plan without 
an approval from a monk, gets 
off on potentially leading an Elon 
Musk-inspired smart country, it 
is quite a stretch, to say the least.

“Obviously, the plot 
was rigorously craft-
ed to stain the lady’s 
legacy while anoth-
er underlying pur-
pose was to wear off 
the resistance war 
which, in the jun-
ta’s mind, have been 
ignited by her sup-
porters. ”
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European Parliament voted to recognise NUG as 
the legitimate representative of Myanmar, and 
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
(CRPH) as the legitimate legislative body.

NUG’s Representative to United Nations U Kyaw 
Moe Tun was honoured with John S. McCain 
Freedom Award by the International Republican 
Institute.

More than 100 soldiers raided Laythar village of 
Htigyaint Township in Sagaing Region and fired 
heavy artillery into the village. Four civilians were 
killed due to the artillery shelling.
Junta prepared for intense military operations in 
Sagaing Region and Chin State by sending rein-
forcement.
Myanmar Press Freedom In-Depth (MPFI-D) re-
leased the list of 54 journalists who have been 
detained and charged with sedition law by the 
junta.

National Unity Government (NUG)’s Spring Lot-
tery team announced 75 winners from the pilot 
project in August, and 62 of them pledged their 
reward money as contributions to the NUG .
Former Yangon Chief Minister Phyo Min Thein 
testified against the detained leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi in a corruption case filed by the junta.

2021 October 
 Timeline October 1, 2021

October 4, 2021

October 6, 2021

October 9, 2021

October 12, 2021

October 2, 2021

October 5, 2021

October 7, 2021

October 11, 2021

October 13, 2021

State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi responded 
“all absurd” on the accusation that the Yangon 
Region Chief Minister Phyo Min Thein had bribed 
her during the previous government term.

Eighteen navy personnel, who bounded for 
Ukraine in connection to a Myanmar navy frigate
construction project involving two Ukrainian 
state-owned arms companies, were denied en-
try at the Kyiv airport.
French Senate voted to recognise the NUG, and 
the issue will later be discussed at the National 
Assembly as the next step.
US Congress introduced the Burma Act of 2021, 
a critical next step in response to the Burmese 
people’s call for the US to support a return to 
democratic governance in Myanmar.

A family of four passed away in Hpa An Town-
ship, Kayin State while taking out their proper-
ties from a bomb shelter as they suffered short-
age of oxygen in the shelter.
State Administration Council (SAC) released a 
statement that 220 guns and bombs they cap-
tured on October 5 in Mandalay belonged to 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

President Win Myint said at the court hearing 
that two high rank generals threatened him to 
retire from the president position “due to poor 
health condition” on the morning of February 1, 
or otherwise, his life would not be guaranteed. 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) banned 
selling of military products in its controlled areas.
ASEAN Envoy Erywan Yusof was scheduled to 
meet with a few political parties in Naypyidaw 
yet the meeting was cancelled last minute due 
to the omission of NLD.

Monks’ protest rally in Mandalay was cracked 
down violently as junta’s forces rammed into 
them with a private car. A monk was shot and 
five were abducted.

Ministry of Planning, Finance and Investment 
(MoPFI) of NUG announced that Myanmar citi-
zens could start paying taxes online. 
A parcel bomb exploded inside Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID), injuring four policemen
including Lieutenant Colonel Zaw Than.

Two Chinese-backed LNG power plants in Yan-
gon were shut down due to financial fall out.
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October 15, 2021

October 18, 2021

October 24, 2021

October 26, 2021

October 27, 2021

October 29, 2021

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres asked to 
postpone a virtual meeting with Southeast Asian
ministers at the last minute to avoid signalling 
any recognition of Myanmar’s military govern-
ment by being in the same online room as the 
military’s envoy.

A total of 5,600 people arrested or subject to 
arrest warrants for taking part in anti-coup pro-
tests since February were released.

Ko Jimmy, a prominent pro-democracy student 
leader from 88 Generation, was arrested, and he 
was seriously injured during the arrest. He had to 
undergo major operation at a military hospital.

ASEAN’s 38th and 39th summits began without 
any representative from Myanmar.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres appoint-
ed Ms Noeleen Heyzer of Singapore as his new 
Special Envoy on Myanmar.
U Tin Tun Naing, minister for the Ministry of 
Planning, Finance and Investment of NUG, an-
nounced that NUG will start selling the long an-
ticipated zero interest-rate treasury bonds worth 
the value of $1 billion.

In Thantlang town of Chin State, regime’s forces 
were reportedly raiding the houses since 9.30am
and a minimum of 100 houses and the biggest 
church of the town, Thantlang Baptist Church 
(TBC) were set ablaze.
U Win Htein, a senior member of National League 
for Democracy (NLD), has been sentenced to 20 
years in jail for sedition. 

October 16, 2021

October 21, 2021

October 25, 2021

October 28, 2021

October 31, 2021

October 30, 2021

According to the decision by foreign ministers 
from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from 
ASEAN summit on October 26.

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners 
(AAPP) announced that 110 people, who were re-
leased on October 18, were arrested again, and 
some more fled to avoid arrests from the re-
gime’s forces.
Counsellor of the US State Department Derek 
Chollet met the Monetary Authority of Singa-
pore and discussed “ways to limit the Burmese 
military regime’s access to overseas financial as-
sets”.

ASEAN invited permanent secretary from junta’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, yet junta decided not 
to attend the summit unless Min Aung Hlaing or 
one of the ministers was invited.
NUG’s Interim President Duwa Lashi La and For-
eign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung met virtually 
with the US’s National Security Advisor Jake Sul-
livan.

The regional NLD office in Chanayetharzan 
Township, Mandalay was bombed during curfew 
hours.
NUG announced that it has formed the Central 
Command and Coordination Committee (C3C), 
in collaboration with some ethnic armed orga-
nizations (EAOs) to focus on building chain of 
command to fight against junta’s forces.

Junta plans to open the basic education schools 
in some townships across Myanmar starting 
from November 1.

“Stop Blood Money” protests to cut off the jun-
ta’s revenue streams in oil and gas sector were 
staged by Myanmar citizens in Washington DC, 
Vancouver and Amsterdam.
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As clashes break out in various 
parts of the country after the 
coup, the number of internally 
displaced persons (IDP) has pro-
liferated. But Ma Shayi (an alias) 
left her home since a decade ago 
when the conflicts resumed be-
tween the Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA) and the Myanmar mil-
itary back in 2011. She and 4000 
other IDPs from Kachin State had 
been hopeful to go back home 
in March 2021 after staying in an 
IDP camp for ten years. Unfortu-
nately, their homecoming plan 
was wrecked due to the coup in 
February. This month, Ma Shayi 
shared with us a sneak peak of 
her life as a long-term IDP and 
how the revolution impacted the 
lives of people in her camp.

Q: Please introduce yourself, 
and what you are doing.
A: I am currently living in an In-
ternally Displaced Persons (IDP) 
camp, managed by Nyein (Sha-
lom) Foundation in Myitkyina, 
Kachin State. We left our villages 
far from Myikyina when fighting 
broke out between the Myan-
mar military and Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA) in 2011. So, 
it’s been ten years since we have 
become IDPs. My grandfather is 
an advisor and a member of the 
camp committee. Since we have 
an alternating role of camp com-
mittee members, I worked as the 
camp coordinator last year, and 
now I am one of the members of 
the camp management commit-
tee.

Q: How many IDPs are taking 
refuge at the camp you’re in? 
A: We have about 100 people liv-

time. We do not have a sustain-
able plan for our food expenses. 
Abled people from the camp try 
to work as daily wagers but it 
has been very tough to find jobs 
around Myitkyina. Some of us 
only get 1–2 days jobs per month 
so it’s not sustainable at all so we 
have been trying to widen
our networks to find daily job 
tasks, but it’s not easy.

Q: How do people in the camp 
get support?
A: Each person from the camp 
receives MMK 11,000-15,000 (ap-
prox USD 6-8) per month from 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP). We get the cash support 
monthly, so we make a deal with
our regular grocers to sell us in 
advance and take the payment 
when we receive our monthly 
cash support. We are so grateful 
for our grocers! Kachin human-
itarian groups also support us 
with rice, cooking oil and food 
supplies occasionally. But it’s 
not a regular thing because they 
must split their support for other 
IDPs as well.

Q: Do you have a network of 
camp management commit-
tees in other parts of Kachin 
State?
A: Yes, we do have a network. 
When Nyein (Shalom) Founda-
tion organises training and work-
shops for IDPs, camp commit-

Home Still Far Away: 
Interview with an Internally Displaced 

Person from Kachin State
ing in our camp now. We come 
from villages quite far from 
Myikyina town. I come from 
Dapatyan Village, Waingmaw 
Township. 

Q: Due to the current fighting 
in Kachin State, have you been 
approached to accommodate
more people in your camp?
A: Yes, we have been approached 
to house more IDPs a couple of 
times. But the problem is that 
we ourselves are IDPs, and we 
have been living in a place which 
used to serve as a hostel, run by 
an orphanage, for university stu-
dents in normal times. Now that 
we have taken up the hostel, the 
orphanage can no longer rent to 
students so consequently, they 
do not have incomes anymore. 
Also, since we are about 100 
people, the space is pretty much 
occupied in full capacity. We 
have been staying here for about 
10 years now so the children have 
grown up and they cannot really 
live in the same room with their 
parents. So, we have to accom-
modate this situation in the hos-
tel. As such, we unfortunately 
cannot spare any room for the 
increasing IDPs, so the camp 
management committee had to 
turn down their requests several 
times.

Q: What are the major chal-
lenges that you face while run-
ning the camp?
A: There are so many challenges 
of course. We are grateful that 
shelter is provided for us but 
generating daily food expenses 
is the main challenge for us since 
we have been here for a long 
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“ We need support from all sides. By all sides, I mean our PDF 
fighters, who are risking their lives for this revolution, need sup-
port from the outside. At the same time, growing IDPs like us 
also need humanitarian aid, especially food supplies to survive. ”

tees use our network to share 
information, gather our people, 
and meet up at community cen-
ters to attend vocational training 
together. 

Q: As a camp committee mem-
ber in Kachin State, who has 
witnessed fighting and IDPs 
in the past ten years, what do 
you think of this current na-
tionwide armed revolution 
which has obviously increased 
the number of IDPs all over the 
country? 
A: Before the coup, only ethnic 
areas like us in Kachin State saw 
IDPs because only ethnic armed 
groups like the KIA were fighting 
with the military. Now, the entire 
country is in an armed revolution 
so it’s even harder to breathe as 
we listen to news that clashes 
break out here and there. Ten 
years ago, we left our homes and 
everything, but now people from 
other parts of the country are 
facing the same fate. Just when 
we thought we could go back to 
our homelands soon, the home is 
getting further and further away. 
It has become a labyrinth, you 
know. 

Q: Now people from the high-
land and mainland are taking 
up arms and fighting the mil-
itary on a large scale. Do you 
think the people will win even-
tually?
A: KIA has been fighting with the 
military for years and we have 
been displaced for so long. Now
we have seen that ethnic armed 
organizations (EAOs) and newly 
formed people defense forces 

(PDFs) from all over the country 
are united against the regime. 
So, I believe that unity will make 
us win this time. I keep these 
fighters in my prayers. Of course, 
sacrifices have to be made, but 
with this collective effort, I be-
lieve we will win for sure. 

Q: Now that the rainy season 
is over, intense fighting is ex-
pected. Have you coordinated 
with other camp management 
teams for increasing IDPs?
A: There were discussions in our 
network but, for us, we can’t re-
ally accommodate new IDPs. 
That is so unfortunate, but I know 
the Nyein (Shalom) Foundation 
has been managing the arrange-
ments. 

Q: Do you have any preparation 
for the near future where more 
intense fighting is expected?
A: For the past ten years, we 
have been away from our homes 
and dependent on our donors 
so, honestly, we are getting tired 
of preparing and fundraising. I 
personally feel embarrassed be-
cause we have been dependent 
on others for a long-term now. 
But with this revolution, things 
are expected to be more intense. 
So, our camp committee will 
try our best to keep our people 
safe, like building bunkers for air 
strikes. That’s all we plan to do 
for now.

Q: Kachin has always been war-
torn, and Kachin people have 
long suffered from the civil 
war. What do you want to say 
on behalf of Kachin people, as 

someone who has seen the re-
ality of active conflict?
A: I have a lot to say, really. Our 
country has long suffered from 
the civil war, and now is the dark-
est time for our poor country. We 
need support from all sides. By 
all sides, I mean our PDF fighters, 
who are risking their lives for this 
revolution, need support from 
the outside. At the same time, 
growing IDPs like us also need 
humanitarian aid, especially food 
supplies to survive. With this mil-
itary regime, we do not have any 
other choice but to fight back. 
That’s why we are fighting. I’ve 
seen people inside the coun-
try helping each other but it has 
been getting more and more 
difficult. I just hope that we get 
support from the international 
community as well. 
Q: Would you like to add any-
thing apart from the ques-
tions?
A: Yes. I am really worried for the 
future of the children in my camp. 
We used to send our children to 
schools before but now with the 
coup, they can no longer go to 
school. And obviously, we can’t 
send them to schools operating 
under the military regime. We 
have lost so much, our homes 
and our future. I’m already old so 
I don’t want anything for myself, 
but I really want a better future 
for the children. Access to edu-
cation will create better oppor-
tunities for them. I wish we could 
provide education for them.
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Thantlang, located in Chin State, is a small town with a population of less than 10,000, nearly all 
of them have fled their homes recently to escape warfare. Junta’s forces set the empty town 
on fire for the second time on October 29, which reportedly reduced at least 160 houses and 
two churches into ashes. In Chinland, building houses take time and don’t come cheap due to 
the limited resources and high transportation fees. Regime’s soldiers have disrespected the 
region and destroyed what locals cherish the most.
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This month, two issues dominate 
Myanmar political landscape: the 
junta’s diplomatic setbacks and 
his troops’ savagery towards ci-
vilians. This time last month, the 
former seemed unprecedented, 
and the latter seemed inevitable. 
Yet, it was the mere happening of 
the former and the brutality and 
scale of the latter that grabbed 
the attention. It has been nine 
months since the coup, and after 
this time, we at Mohinga Matters 
and wider Myanmar populace 
cannot help but feel our voices 
being ignored by the interna-
tional community. We can un-
derstand how the international 
response has to be carefully cal-
culated during first quarter of the 
coup, however, since May the di-
rections should have been clear-
er.

Since the coup, the internation-
al community seemed to have 
thought the military will emerge 
triumphant after slaughtering 
enough number of people or the 
junta could be reasoned with. Of 
those international actors, none 

were more misinformed than 
our neighboring powerbrokers 
and key players, primarily ASEAN 
and China. Since the early days of 
the coup, ASEAN and China re-
peatedly ignored the will of the 
Myanmar people and attempt-
ed to legitimize coup leader Min 
Aung Hlaing and his administra-
tion, the State Administration 
Council (SAC). ASEAN meetings 
were repeatedly used as photo 
ops by SAC officials, and the Chi-
nese Embassy in Myanmar called 
Min Aung Hlaing “the leader of 
Myanmar”, in a deliberate con-
tradiction to the people of Myan-
mar. Perhaps ASEAN and China 
thought that negotiating with 
terrorists is the reasonable way 
to reduce harm, or the victor was 
obvious in their eyes.

Nonetheless, the people of 
Myanmar did not bow down to 
military, no matter how blood-
ied our heads are. Eventually 
the people fought back. While 
the people originally started 
with nothing but will, with peo-
ple comes other resources. Now 
even the mainstream experts 
are acknowledging the resis-
tance against military junta have 
gained momentum and will be 
difficult to crush. Entire country, 
even the traditional powerbas-
es of the army where most of its 
recruits are drawn from, are in 
heated conflict against SAC. The 
junta’s army is being stretched 
out thin across the country, fac-
ing historical heights in deser-
tions and low morale. It is report-
ed that 250 out of Myanmar’s 
330 townships witnessed various 
incidents ranging from battles, 
bombings and defections, be-

tween February and September. 
For October, it gets even more 
intense and this will continue to 
do so for the foreseeable future. 
The people of Myanmar did not 
break, despite being taken light-
ly by the army and international 
community.

For the SAC’s side, the illusions of 
legitimacy bestowed upon them 
failed to spark rationality and co-
operation and only empowered 
Min Aung Hlaing to treat interna-
tional community defiantly. Min 
Aung Hlaing tried to delay five-
point consensus immediately 
upon his return from that “land-
mark” ASEAN meeting, and the 
Chinese envoy’s visit to Naypy-
idaw resulted no breakthrough. 
The junta’s impudence become 
exemplary when SAC defiant-
ly announced its frustration to-
wards ASEAN for not getting in-
vited to the ASEAN Summit this 
month. That move by ASEAN, 
which The Economist described 
as “a bare minimum in other parts 
of the world, but the most severe 
sanction that ASEAN has handed 
down to a fellow member state 
in over five decades of diploma-
cy” reflects the sad state we are 
in. Nonetheless, the junta is dis-
appointed with this slight, and 
after this insult his supporters are 
decrying about leaving ASEAN to 
focus on internal crackdowns. 
Apparently, ASEAN would have 
satisfied with token concessions 
such as 15 minutes courtesy call 
with Aung San Suu Kyi, but for 
the junta that is trying to block 
all voices of the ousted national 
leaders, to the extent of impos-
ing gag orders to lawyers of Aung 
San Suu Kyi and President Win 

Six Months into Five-
Point Consensus: 
Our Voices Remained Unheard
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Myint to prevent from sharing 
information about their views, 
audience with international dip-
lomats is a no go. Over past five 
years, Aung San Suu Kyi adopted 
appeasement strategy to blood-
thirsty military leaders and that 
led to her reputational and polit-
ical harms. Similarly, since Feb-
ruary till last month, ASEAN and 
China were seen pursuing this 
tested and failed strategy.

However, even ASEAN and China 
seem to have learned negotia-
tion with the generals from Nay-
pyidaw is giving all concessions 
without anything in return and 
we are delighted to see tougher 
tones. Still, the people are being 
ignored. While ASEAN did not 
invite the junta or his ministers, 
they are still not engaging offi-
cially with the government the 
people back, the National Unity 
Government (NUG). Instead, by 
claiming to invite a non-political 
representative, they issued in-
vitation to the junta’s underling, 
the civil servant loyal to the junta 
appointed Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs. After all, ASEAN’s symbolic 
gesture of not inviting the junta 
is merely a gesture.

Meanwhile, the junta is deliber-
ately targeting civilian populace 
across the country. In the major 
cities, the junta’s troops loot, ar-
rest and gun down civilians with 
impunity; outside major cities, 
villages and towns got burned 
downed after systematic loot-
ing. As we are writing this article, 
entire nation is grieving on the 
artillery shelling and torching of 
Thantlang Town, Chin State by 
Min Aung Hlaing’s thugs. This 
does not come out of the blue; 
massive troops gathering in 
Northwest of Myanmar is well 
publicized. Local media have 
been reporting how the junta’s 
forces are preparing the larg-
est military operation to date in 

Chin State and Sagaing Region. 
A week before the torching of 
Thantlang, Mr. Tom Andrews, 
the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in 
Myanmar, warned that Myanmar 
could be on the eve of an even 
greater human rights catastro-
phe and loss of life, citing exactly
these military campaigns. He 
said, “We should all be prepared, 
as the people in this part of 
Myanmar are prepared, for even 
more mass atrocity crimes. I des-
perately hope that I am wrong”.

Unfortunately, he wasn’t wrong, 
and the humanitarian catastro-
phe will become only bigger with
indiscriminate carnage of the 
army. The military and its sup-
porters are even threatening in 
impunity that any village or town 
will be next Thantlang if the peo-
ple refuse to bow down. For all 
the reasoning, patience and ne-
gotiations with SAC by ASEAN 
in past nine months, the present 
and future of Myanmar is burning 
bright, literally.

Therefore, on behalf of the peo-
ple of Myanmar, we implore the 
international community, to not 
to ignore our voices. By now it 
should be clear whether contin-
ued dealing with SAC can be jus-
tified morally, or pragmatically, 
i.e. whether an administration 
that keeps shooting, looting and 
burning the people they intend 
to govern can install an effective 
government. SAC does not un-
derstand negotiations and un-
less they are cornered, there will 
be no commitment from their 
side. Since getting the five-point 
consensus in late April, there has 
been no action from the junta is 
committed to spreading death 
and suffering alone. From the 
people side, there was no armed 
resistance of this sort back then. 
But with atrocities unabated, 
what choice do they have. We 

believe that Myanmar as a fail-
state is the last thing wanted by 
our neighbouring countries, but 
that is inevitable with SAC and 
the people wresting control
over the country.

In recognizing our voices, ac-
knowledging our representa-
tive, the NUG is a first step. We 
are convinced that NUG will be 
more reasonable and respectful 
of international rules and norms 
than egotistical junta. The inter-
national community could work 
together with the fledgling NUG, 
not just to address immediate 
problems in Myanmar, but also to 
prevent future cycles of violence. 
Nowadays, shootings and bomb-
ings have become the norm, 
previously everyday civilians are 
forming resistance forces across 
the country, and weapons pro-
liferation is just a matter of time. 
All these issues point out how 
unstable things could be during 
and after the struggle against 
the military junta. Continued vi-
olence is something the people 
of Myanmar abhor. We will keep 
up the fight against the junta and 
safeguard our future is a free and
just democratic society. For the 
sake of our future and regional 
stability, please stop ignoring us.

“In recognizing our 
voices, acknowl-
edging our repre-
sentative, the NUG 
is a first step. We 
are convinced that 
NUG will be more 
reasonable and re-
spectful of inter-
national rules and 
norms than egotis-
tical junta.”
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Author’s note: I wrote this for my grandmother who is on house arrest along with my aunt and my 
great-grandmother. It’s been nine months. The last time I saw her was on Thadingyut, over the phone. 
She had tears in her eyes, happy tears I like to believe, from seeing her grandchildren. And I was crying 
too, but they weren’t particularly joyous. She had thinned, there were bags under her eyes, her hair was 
frazzled, her face lackluster, like toys in a forgotten dollhouse. No one should see their beloved family 
member like this, turned into a shadow of who they used to be. I miss her. And I fervently wish I can see 
her again someday. This is why the revolution must prevail- so that we can live under a free roof where 
no soul should have to pay with their lives for righteousness.

porcelain has layered your skin
where soft ivory used to be,
and cheap white paint has coated your hair
once where silver met the sea.

your face has been set in plaster
over the chryselephantine
with caged eyes, a staged smile,
and sad, hollowed-out cheeks.

the colors have dwindled off your lips,
your tears ran them awash,
and it breaks my heart to watch you fade,
a soul once lightcast.

-blue.euphoria.poetry

dollhouse tragedies
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In the past eight months, Myan-
mar has sunk into a rabbit hole 
of staggering crisis on top of an-
other after greedy military men 
decided to forcibly take control 
of the country. Being dubbed 
as Asia’s final frontier, many 
viewed Myanmar as an exciting 
and promising country to have 
emerged from the isolation in 
the past few years. Last year, 
the World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank predicted 
that Myanmar’s economy is set 
to grow at around six percent in 
2021 despite the impact of the 

global COVID-19 pandemic. Now, 
Myanmar is facing its worst eco-
nomic crisis in the aftermath of 
the coup since February 2021 and 
amid the pandemic. 

The United Nations warns that 
Myanmar is free falling straight 
into a failed state while dealing 
with ‘triple crises’. The UN esti-
mated that 215,000 people have 
been displaced from their homes 
since the February 1 coup, and 
the post-coup instability, the 
escalating clashes in numerous 
regions across the country and 

economic collapse have contin-
ued to increase the number of 
people who are in need of emer-
gency help.  

We have complied a list of orga-
nizations, charities, campaigns, 
and fundraisers which have tire-
lessly dedicated their time to 
extend their hands towards the 
people of Myanmar during these 
challenging times.

The National Unity Government/Committee Representing Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw (NUG/CRPH) represents a legislative body 
consisting of elected lawmakers that people of Myanmar voted 
for during the 2020 general election. CRPH has founded an official 
fundraiser network called CRPH-OFP on April 26 which vetted the 
organizations and charities and presented them all in one page for 
the donors to have direct access to credible support groups. 

Website: https://ofp.crphmyanmar.org/
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/crph.ofp.official/

SupportMyanmar is a website that features fundraisers which have 
been verified by strong local networks in the country. 

Website: https://ISupportMyanmar.com

For Myanmar People: 
Lend a Hand

1
2

Directories

https://ofp.crphmyanmar.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/crph.ofp.official/ 
https://ISupportMyanmar.com
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Mutual Aid Myanmar (MAM) is a collective which supports 
the government personnel who have joined the CDM move-
ment in an effort to bring down the administration of the mili-
tary regime in Myanmar. The organization consists of activists, 
academics and policy makers. 

Website: https://www.mutualaidmyanmar.org/

We Pledge CDM Myanmar is an intermediary channel which serves as a plat-
form for donors to directly communicate and donate to ‘‘civil servant heroes’ 
who continuously choose to stand on the right side of history. This is mainly for 
the international donors, and the donors can select among nine currencies and 
Paypal options for those unavailable currencies. 

Website: https://cdmmyanmar.org/

People’s Soldiers is founded with the main objective to protect and provide for 
the soldiers and officers who wish to defect and stand together with the peo-
ple for justice. Between February and August, around 3,000 soldiers, police and 
military officers have defected so far, and check out the website to help sup-
porting defected soldiers and their families, and advocating more defections. 

Website: https://www.peoplesoldiers.org/support

Crowdfunding campaigns
-Support Workers in Myanmar Under Attack
https://gofund.me/4e9c3c68
Fundraising by Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA) for the CDM partici-
pants on the ground. APALA works directly with Myanmar labor organizations and 
their umbrella organizations. Donations will go towards the general strike funds of 
various unions in Myanmar.

-Myanmar CDM Supporters
https://donorbox.org/myanmar-cdm-supporters
An Australia-based crowdfunding campaign initiated by Oversea Myanmar Group 
and supported by Australia Burma Community Development Network. 

1
2

4
3

Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)

https://www.mutualaidmyanmar.org/ 
https://cdmmyanmar.org/ 
https://www.peoplesoldiers.org/support 
https://gofund.me/4e9c3c68 
https://donorbox.org/myanmar-cdm-supporters 
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ZigWay.co - a fintech social enterprise based in Yangon, with the vision to eradi-
cate poverty for 20 million people in Myanmar by 2030. The donations are accept-
ed via local channels for those inside the country, for international donors, there 
are bank transfers and PayPal feature available. 

Website: https://www.zigway.co/

Advance Myanmar is a UK-based organization founded and run by a team of 
individuals with decades of experience in humanitarian and human rights in 
Myanmar. They are currently helping to provide emergency food aid, mobile 
healthcare and COVID-19 relief to internally displaced people.

Website: https://www.advancemyanmar.org/

Global Movement for Myanmar Democracy (GM4MD) was formed by the 
Myanmar diaspora and friends of Myanmar in the wake of the February coup. 
GM4MD aims to support the CDM participants and other humanitarian assis-
tance for the vulnerable population in Myanmar. 

Website: https://www.gm4md.org/home

Crowdfunding campaigns
-Crisis Relief to People in Myanmar by GlobalGiving
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/crisis-relief-to-people-in-myanmar/ 

-Fighting for democracy and saving lives in Burma by Burma Campaign UK
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/saving-lives-during-the-military-coup-in-bur-
ma

-Help us buy rice for Myanmar families in need by a Sweden-based team, raising 
money to support 3000 bags of rice for 3000 families in need in Myanmar.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-feed-families-in-need-during-the-coup

1
2

3
4

Humanitarian Assistance

https://www.zigway.co/
https://www.advancemyanmar.org/
https://www.gm4md.org/home 
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/crisis-relief-to-people-in-myanmar/  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/saving-lives-during-the-military-coup-in-burma 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/saving-lives-during-the-military-coup-in-burma 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-feed-families-in-need-during-the-coup 
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Health & Medical Aid

1
2

3

4

Myanmar Free Ambulance Foundation is a local non-profit organization, 
composed of dedicated volunteers from across Myanmar and around the 
world who aim to provide better access to healthcare, aid and relief re-
sponses. The organization helps with food, clean water, shelter and basic 
necessities for refugees and IDPs.

Website: https://myanmarfreeambulance.org/

Medical Action Myanmar (MAM) is a non-profit initiative started by two 
doctors who previously worked for Médécins sans Frontières Myanmar be-
tween 1994 and 2009. MAM’s main goal is to improve access to quality health 
care in Myanmar, targeting poor, marginalized and vulnerable people. 

Website: https://mam.org.mm/

Crowdfunding campaigns
-Emergency Covid-19 Relief for Myanmar by Australia Burma Communi-
ty Development Network
https://chuffed.org/project/emergency-covid-19-relief-assis-
tance-for-myanmar

-Urgent Funding Needed for Emergency Medical Supplies & Services in 
Myanmar by GM4MD
https://givebutter.com/JYXD52

Raise Three Fingers for Democracy
A campaign hub founded by artists and creatives in Myanmar to bring the 
global art community together and highlight the unfolding human rights and 
humanitarian crises caused by the military coup.

Website: https://www.threefingers.org/shop 

Other Campaign

https://myanmarfreeambulance.org/
https://mam.org.mm/ 
https://chuffed.org/project/emergency-covid-19-relief-assistance-for-myanmar 
https://chuffed.org/project/emergency-covid-19-relief-assistance-for-myanmar 
https://givebutter.com/JYXD52 
https://mam.org.mm/ 
https://www.threefingers.org/shop
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Ethnic Regions

Kachin State
-Kachin Relief Fund
https://kachinrelief.org.uk/ 
An organization based in the UK, providing assistance in emergency relief re-
sponse, health for IDPs and disadvantaged locals, education for children and 
advocacy, activities and awareness to promote human rights for the Kachin 
people in Myanmar.

Website: https://www.threefingers.org/shop 

Karenni (Kayah) State
-Karenni Crisis Appeal
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCam-
paignPage.action?charityCampaignUrl=karennicrisis
A crowdfunding campaign initiated by Karenni Student Development Pro-
gramme (KSDP), raising funds to provide with necessary assistance for Karenni 
families who are internally displaced from fresh clashes within the Karenni State.

Chin State
-Chin Leaders of Tomorrow
https://chinleaders.org/
A Chin youth-led organization, established with the aim to cultivate and em-
power emerging leaders from Chin State by providing opportunities, education-
al resources and training to best serve underrepresented communities.

Karen (Kayin) State
-Karen Women’s Organization
https://womenofburma.org/ 
https://karenwomen.wordpress.com/2021/03/31/call-for-donations-for-
idps/ 
A leading ethnic women’s organization working in protection of women, girls 
and children in the most vulnerable areas of Karen State. Starting from March 
31, KWO has been raising funds to support the internally displaced population 
in Karen State who are in urgent need of food and supplies.

-Drum Education and Cultural Heritage Outreach
http://drumecho.org/ 
https://ktwg.org/ 
A charity based in the U.S which helps to preserve and promote the linguistic 
forms of the indigenous people in Southeast Asia. The organization supports 
Karen Teachers’ Working Group, a community-based organization working to 
improve access to and quality of basic education for ethnic Karen children in 
Karen areas and Thai-Myanmar border areas.

1
2

3

4

https://kachinrelief.org.uk/ 
https://www.threefingers.org/shop 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?charityCampaignUrl=karennicrisis
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.action?charityCampaignUrl=karennicrisis
https://chinleaders.org/ 
https://womenofburma.org/ https://karenwomen.wordpress.com/2021/03/31/call-for-donations-for-idps/ 
https://womenofburma.org/ https://karenwomen.wordpress.com/2021/03/31/call-for-donations-for-idps/ 
https://womenofburma.org/ https://karenwomen.wordpress.com/2021/03/31/call-for-donations-for-idps/ 
http://drumecho.org/
https://ktwg.org/  
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Since a large-scale earthquake 
of February coup that shook 
and devastated the country, 
the art community of Myanmar 
has been at forefront at the an-
ti-coup movement. The authors, 
Stephen Duncombe and Steve 
Lambert of the Center for Artis-
tic Activism coined that “Artistic 
Activism is a dynamic practice 
combining the creative power of 
the arts to move us emotionally 
with the strategic planning of ac-
tivism necessary to bring about 
social change.” The authors fur-
ther stated that, “although it may 
seem that art and activism are at 
odds with one another as the art
moves emotions and the activ-
ism moves material worlds de-
manding a change, they are in 
fact, complementary.” Art is a 
necessary stimulus to create an 
emotional effect and to inspire
changes, which the Myanmar art 
community has been doing since 
Day 1. The Myanmar art commu-
nity is a diverse group not only 
consisting of artists using differ-
ent mediums, but also art cura-
tors and art gallery owners who 
have been contributing to the 
movement.
The Myanmar art community’s 
contribution adapts through 
changing developments in the 
movement. It first appeared as 
a protest art form in February 
when artists provide free protest
art for the protesters. Short-
ly after protests erupted on the 
streets of Myanmar, a large Face-
book community emerged with 
artists providing free protest art 
and protesters requesting partic-
ular art they want to use in their 
protest and on social media to 

grab attention from the interna-
tional community and to increase 
awareness of what is happening 
in the country. When shootings 
started like wildfire from the end 
of February and increasingly in 
March, art community provides 
emotional support and emotion-
al haven for people to grief and 
process with increasingly violent 
trajectory. The art continues to 
motivate people to keep on de-
manding justice and to let go 
of fear regardless of pain and 
grievances caused by violence 
committed by the regime forces. 
Art curators, gallery owners and 
even artists, themselves, started 
fundraising by selling their art 
pieces on discount to support 
the remaining families that met 
the tragedy of having lost their 
beloved family members in the 
protest.

Since the beginning of an armed 
struggle in late March, the art 
community has been very in-
volved with fundraising for peo-
ple defense forces in the for-
ests and for refugees who have 
been displaced by the clashes in 
their areas. While there are col-
lective art groups like RaiseTh-
reeFingers and Brush4Justice to 
bring attention and to fundraise 
for Myanmar, there are also in-
dividual artist storytellers that 
use their work to give emotion-
al support asking for donations 
via a channel like Telegram. One 
such individual artist was comic 
artist Harry of the FB page “Shit-
ty ArtWorks”. His comic strips are 
created to challenge a certain 
behavior harming the movement 
such as fake news, to encour-

age behaviours that will sustain 
and push the movement forward 
such as introducing various fund-
raising platforms. In addition, the 
role art curators and gallery own-
ers have been also very important 
as the funds they received from 
art exhibition and art pieces sold 
have been donated to the cause. 
One such example is Kalasa Art 
Space which donated funds to 
covid victims in July from the 
proceeds of art sale supporting 
the artists at the same time.

Myanmar’s 2021 anti-coup move-
ment is inclusive of different fab-
ric and layers of the society that 
are against injustice and oppres-
sion. Art community has provid-
ed an overwhelming contribu-
tion to the cause —playing their 
role using art as a powerful tool 
to trigger changes and love for 
justice. As revolutionary wind 
flows in different directions, the 
art community remains flexible 
with these changes, never stop-
ping their love and commitment 
for justice.

Myanmar Art Commu-
nity’s Contribution to 
the Movement

“The art continues 
to motivate people 
to keep on demand-
ing justice and to let 
go of fear regardless 
of pain and griev-
ances caused by vio-
lence committed by 
the regime forces.”
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We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/

http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
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People’s Resistance War
Against Military Junta

Number of Types of Attacks

Artillery

Mine Clearancce

Grenades

Bomb attacks

Landmines

Clashes 126

93

12

2

2

1

attacks against junta’s forces were recorded in October

Note: The data is based on verified information from various media agencies as well as NUG’s press re-
leases. The actual battles on ground may be higher than reported here. The graph does not include at-
tacks on individuals and properties.
Key References: www.nugmyanmar.org; Salween Press, KNDF, The Kokang

237

http://www.nugmyanmar.org
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October in numbers

Reference: Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)

Civilians

Activist/
Former Political Prisoner

NLD’s member Teachers/Volunteer

Student Other

72
51

3

2 4

3 9

people were confirmed to be killed in 
October alone.

7024
103

people in total have remained under deten-
tion as of October 31.

arbitrary arrests took place in this month.

Follow us on @mohingamatters @mohingamatters @mattersmohinga

1222 people have been murdered by the Junta 
since February 1.

29%
4%

29%

37
7

6
5

4
3
3

2
2
1
1
1

22%
13%

3%

Under 16

31 - 45

Above 60

16 - 30

46 - 60

n/a

Age Groups Killed by Junta

Kachin
Naypyitaw

Shan
Kayah

Yangon

Magway
Bago
Chin

Mandalay
Tanintharyi

Sagaing

Ayeyarwady


