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We were handed many reality 
tests in November, keeping us 
in check what we are up against. 
Challenges came in many forms. 
Homes of various people fight-
ing in the revolution have been 
seized and nationalized. Bank 
accounts of those supporting 
the resistance movement keep 
getting frozen. Prominent mem-
bers of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD)’s cabinet have 
been charged and slapped with 
lengthy sentences. Even worse, 
hundreds of freedom fighters 
across the country, especially in 
Yangon and Mandalay have been 
abducted by regime forces. One 
of them was Phyo Zeya Thaw, a 
former elected parliament mem-
ber and key personnel of resis-
tant movements led by National 
Unity Government (NUG). Every-
one who is against the military 
coup has had to cope with in-
tense psychological experience. 

November was also the darkest 
month when it comes to the rule 
of law in the country. Obvious-
ly, there is no point of expecting 
any justice coming out of a mil-
itary coup. However, what we 
witnessed was rather shocking. 
NLD’s Kayin State Chief Minister, 
Daw Nang Khin Htwe Myint was 
sentenced by junta’s court to 75 
years. It is not surprising given 
Min Aung Hlaing’s extreme ha-
tred and jealousy towards “elect-
ed” representatives of the peo-
ple. Yet, the judge who had given 
the verdict reportedly paid hom-
age to the former minister and 
begged for forgiveness as she 
had no option but to follow com-
mands of the military. American 
journalist Danny Fenster was also 
sentenced to 11 years for a crime 
built up on an embarrassing error 
of regime soldiers who thought 
he was working for Myanmar 
Now, the arch enemy of every-
one with dark political motives. 
He was later released but the 
whole thing was shameful for 
junta’s judicial sector. 

On battle front, it’s interesting to 
see some action in Rakhine State 

Recap
as regime soldiers reportedly 
clashed with Arakan Army (AA) at 
least twice in Maung Daw Town-
ship. Their last encounter was in 
2020. Mr Yohei Sasakawa, the 
Chairman of Nippon Foundation 
who had previously brokered the 
ceasefire agreement in Rakh-
ine State once again stepped in 
and requested peace. Following 
that, AA released the regime sol-
diers kept as captives in a move 
seen by many as a peace sign in-
stead of calling for more battles. 
As much as we would like to see 
junta being attacked on all bat-
tle front, we have to understand 
about 84,000 people remain dis-
placed across around 200 sites 
in Rakhine and Chin states due 
to conflicts between regime 
soldiers and AA in the previous 
years. Those people deserve a 
break. 

Clashes were witnessed in many 
parts of the country as usual, 
with Sagaing Region being the 
highest. The numbers of casual-
ties reported in battles are not 
always the most accurate, but 
the deaths of regime soldiers 
have been fairly consistent in the 
recent months, November re-
corded nearly 2,000 causalities. 
Junta has also not been shy away 
from exploiting the advantage 
of weaponry as its forces were 
frequently seen conducting air-
strikes with recently bought he-
licopters from Russia in Sagaing 
and Magway regions, resulting in 
killing of unarmed civilians. The 
number of internally displaced 
persons (IDP) in Myanmar has 
reached 605,000 as of November 
15 according to UNHCR; nearly 40 
percent of which was a result of 
the military coup on February 1.   

In the diplomatic race, the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) 
still has got the upper hand. Min 
Aung Hlaing was barred from 
participating in ASEAN-China 
special summit while NUG’s Min-
ister Dr. Tu Hkawng was invited 
as a plenary speaker at ASEAN’s 
third climate and disasters resil-
ience summit. Another success 

of NUG was the sale of treasur-
ing bond. Just on the first day, 
the sale exceeded over 7 million 
USD as people allegedly caused 
traffic in some of the interna-
tional banking systems, rushing 
to purchase zero interest bonds. 
Majority of NUG supporters be-
lieve NUG has done tremendous-
ly in terms of legitimacy and in-
ternational relations although 
its efforts are yet to have a great 
impact in on-ground resistance 
war. Current activities are super-
vised by local People Defense 
Forces (PDF) and lack of coordi-
nation or funding from NUG with 
such forces remains a huge issue. 
Regardless, we have survived 
November, ten months since the 
coup. Not a day since February 
1 has been positive. Our phys-
ical and mental strength have 
been put on a different test each 
month. We have learned to cheer 
for blood and death. We have ar-
rived in December stronger than 
ever.

“The number 
of internally dis-
placed persons 
(IDP) in Myan-
mar has reached 
605,000 as of No-
vember 15 accord-
ing to UNHCR; 
nearly 40 percent 
of which was a re-
sult of the military 
coup on February 
1.”
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Junta’s attempt to reopen schools across the 
country amid Covid-19 met with protests and 
boycotts. 
Min Aung Hlaing amended Television and Audio 
Broadcasting Law, incorporating “broadcasting 
on internet” in the same legislation as well as 
adding prison time in addition to cash compen-
sation if violated.  

2021 November 
 Timeline November 1, 2021

November 4, 2021

November 7, 2021

November 9, 2021

November 12, 2021

November 3, 2021

November 5, 2021

November 8, 2021

November 10, 2021

November 11, 2021

Thein Aung, Chief Financial Officer of military 
owned MyTel telecom as well as a high-ranking 
army veteran, was killed in an attack carried out 
by an unknown party. 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF)’s spokes-
person said USD 372 million transferred by the 
IMF for COVID-19 vaccination went missing un-
der the control of State Administration Council 
(SAC).

SAC soldier Min Min Soe from Phekhon Battal-
ion 336 raped a 62-year-old woman from Nant 
Phalon village, Kutkai Township in Northern Shan 
State.

The detained American journalist Danny Fenster 
was sentenced to a total of 11-year jail time.
Daw Khin Mi Mi Kywe, the wife of NLD’s Yangon 
Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein, testified that 
she had helped her husband prepare bribes for 
the detained leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

NLD’s Kayin State Chief Minister, Daw Nang Khin 
Htwe Myint was sentenced by junta’s court to 75 
years of imprisonment and her colleague Munic-
ipal Minister U Than Naing was given 90 years. 
Arakan Army (AA) and junta’s forces encoun-
tered and exchanged some firings in Maungdaw 
Township for the first time since last year.
Min Aung Hlaing and his justice department are 
said to be drafting Anti-Foreign Interference Bill 
which would be passed soon.

NUG’s Minister for Federal Affairs Dr Lian Hmung 
Sakhong’s home in Hakha Town of Chin State and 
the house of Mahn Johnny, former Chief Minis-
ter of Ayeyarwaddy Region, who is now taking 
arms in a liberated area, in Kyon Pyaw Township 
of Ayeyarwaddy were sealed by regime soldiers. 

The former secretary of Dagon University’s Stu-
dent’s Union Ko Sithu Aung Tin, who was abduct-
ed on September 14 along with fellow students, 
was charged with the sedition act 505A of Penal 
code and sentenced to 10-year imprisonment.
Owner of Myint Myint Khin, famous traditional 
snack brand from Mandalay, was arrested by jun-
ta soldiers. 

On the anniversary of the 2020 General Election, 
protesters came out to the streets roaring “Min 
Aung Hlaing will never get to rule us”. 
Ma Thinzar Zaw, a member of Dagon University 
Students’ Union, was sentenced to 10-year im-
prisonment by the military court.

Regime forces launched airstrikes with military 
choppers on villagers in Shin Myaung Area, near 
Kani Township of Sagaing Region.

Financial statement of Kirin Group mentioned 
that the profit from its joint venture with junta‘s 
Myanmar Brewery is 49.4% lower in terms of Jap-
anese Yen and 43.9% lower in terms of Myanmar 
Kyats compared to last year. 
The 20-minute shootout between SAC’s troops 
and Arakan Army (AA) took place for the second 
time in Maungdaw Township, the northern part 
of Rakhine.
A new mom, Aklui, 27, was reported to have been 
raped by three regime soldiers in front of her 
husband in Chin State’s Tedim Township.
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November 14, 2021

November 16, 2021

November 18, 2021

November 20, 2021

November 22, 2021

Kachin Independence Army (KIA) took control of 
three regime outposts in Kachin State’s Hpakant 
Township.
Japanese diplomat Sasakawa, China’s Special 
Envoy of Asian Affairs Sun Guoxiang, and Thai-
land’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Don Pramudwinai arrived unannounced in 
Myanmar and set to meet Min Aung Hlaing. 

Regime soldiers announced that people are 
banned to ride motorbikes with a passenger in 
various parts of the country, and anyone found 
violating the rule will be shot without question 
commencing on November 20. 

National League for Democracy (NLD)’s promi-
nent member and parliamentarian Phyo Zeyar 
Thaw was abducted during a raid of Yadanar 
Hninsi Housing in Yangon.

In Yangon, four youths were abducted during a 
raid of Royal Thuka Condo in Hlaing Township, 
another four in Ahlone Township also met with 
the same fate. A similar raid also took place in 
North Dagon according to netizens.

SAC troops raided the clinic operating in a church 
in Naungyar, Loikaw Town of Kayah (Karenni) 
State. The junta’s forces arrested priests, nuns, 
doctors, nurses and some people from the 
church.
Min Aung Hlaing was barred from participating 
in ASEAN-China special summit to commemo-
rate the 30th Anniversary of ASEAN-China dia-
logue relations. Meanwhile, NUG’s Minister of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Conservation Dr. Tu Hkawng was invited 
as a plenary speaker at ASEAN’s third climate 
and disasters resilience summit.
On the first day of opening, the National Uni-
ty Government (NUG)’s treasury bond sales 
reached nearly 7 million dollars since both locals 
and Myanmar expatriates across the globe over-
whelmingly purchased.

November 15, 2021

November 17, 2021

November 19, 2021

November 23, 2021

November 25, 2021

In Kachin State’s Mohnyin Township, the military 
dropped bombs from the aircraft near Hnamchi 
and Thayet mining areas around 2am.
Danny Fenster, the American journalist, who was 
sentenced to 11 years of imprisonment three days 
ago, was released and deported back to the US.
Junta’s convoy carrying Dr Htay Aung, the Min-
ister for Hotel and Tourism who was at Chaung 
Tha beach for the opening ceremony of tourism 
season, was detonated with landmines.

Junta media announced that a total of 43 Peo-
ple Defense Force (PDFs) members and 8 people 
supporting PDFs were arrested; one youth was 
caught dead during the arrest. All of them were 
arrested in relation to the famous shootings in 
Bargayar, Htantapin, Thanlyin Bridge, and North 
Okkalapa Bridge of Yangon.

Around 11am, three combat helicopters carried 
out airstrikes on villages in Yinmabin Township 
of Sagaing Region where PDF members were ru-
mored to be staying at.  A 13-year-old kid from 
Ywarthar Village was injured due to the indis-
criminate shootings.

259 civil society organizations (CSOs) sent letters 
to Interpol representatives to bar Than Hlaing, 
Chief Police of SAC from attending Interpol Gen-
eral Assembly.
The 19-year-old Phone Myint Aung, who was 
detained by junta soldiers on November 22 in 
Botahtaung Township, Yangon, died in the cus-
tody.

Kachin Independence Army (KIA)’s spokesper-
son Colonel Naw Bu said that soldiers from KIA 
battalion 26 were attacked by the regime with 
airstrikes using new Su-30 fighter jets recently 
purchased from Russia in Inndawgyi area of Mo-
nyin Township.
A small group of peaceful protesters in the pro-
motion area of Myanmar Plaza shopping mall in 
Yangon was chased and reportedly beaten by 
the guards. Due to the violent response by the 
mall’s security guards, the public boycotted the 
Myanmar Plaza.
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November 26, 2021

November 28, 2021

Despite the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
advocating the Myanmar junta to stop the Ro-
hingya oppression activities, the State Admin-
istration Council (SAC) further imposed the law 
regarding the movement of Rohingya minorities. 
Under the new law, Rohingya people will be re-
quired to bring Form 4 in order to travel from one 
city to another.

Monywa Aung Shin, the officer in charge of the 
central information committee of NLD, passed 
away with the recurring heart attack. The 
76-year-old was arrested by Min Aung Hlaing’s 
forces on February 1 and only released on Octo-
ber 18. He passed away 41 days after his release.
Argentina’s judiciary agreed to open genocide 
case committed by Myanmar military towards 
Rohingya people back in 2017.  The case was 
brought in Buenos Aires by a UK-based Rohing-
ya group.
To commemorate the 101st National day, pro-
tests were observed throughout the country 
such as Yangon, Mandalay, Kalay, Bago, Naung-
cho, Launglon, Sarlingyi, Pakkoku, Magway, Bu-
dalin, and Hpakant where internet was banned. 

November 27, 2021

November 30, 2021

Thantlang Town of Chin State suffered the ninth 
time of fire breakout within three months. The 
fire started around 4:30pm and burned down 
Saint Nicholas Church, making it the fourth reli-
gious building turned into ashes under Min Aung 
Hlaing’s regime.
In Yangon’s Pazundaung Township, a couple in a 
Toyota van was shot by regime soldiers around 
10pm because they failed to stop for inspection. 
The man on board passed away on the way to 
the hospital.

The State Administration Council (SAC)’s court 
was scheduled to give its verdict in the State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial today; 
however, the ruling was postponed to Decem-
ber 6 and the regime pressed new corruption 
charge against the detained leader.
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Humanitarian Support to 
Myanmar, Deal or No Deal (with the junta)?
It has been ten months since 
Myanmar was thrown into cha-
os. Since the group of power-lust 
madmen led by Min Aung Hlaing 
robbed the people of their free-
dom, humanitarian and develop-
ment agencies warned of mas-
sive drawback in hard-fought 
development gains of past de-
cade and looming humanitarian 
crisis. Over these ten months, 
the general direction of these 
warnings has come true and only 
the severity needed recalculation 
based on further unfortunate 
developments. The World Bank 
suggested 10% drop in GDP in 
their reports in March, and it has 
since downgraded to 18% fall by 
July. UNDP warned that half of 
the population falling below pov-

erty line by early 2022, and WFP 
suggested that millions more will 
become hungry. There has not 
been updated release of recal-
culations on these two terrifying 
scenarios. However, consider-
ing these two predictions were 
made in early months of the coup 
where armed conflict, COVID and 
general economic and livelihood 
insecurities are yet to hit us this 
hard, it is only likely that the sit-
uation now to be much grimmer. 
Even the July’s calculation of 18% 
drop in GDP now seems like an 
economic boom, compared to 
now.

With the worsening humanitar-
ian conflict, the international 
community would have to face 

a situation of whether they will 
deal with the junta to deliver 
humanitarian aid to the much 
needed people of Myanmar. This 
is a question obvious since ear-
ly days of the coup, but in much 
sooner period, the choice will 
have to be made. 

Since Min Aung Hlaing staged the 
coup, United Nations in Myanmar 
have set up policy not to deal with 
the State Administration Council 
(SAC), except for humanitarian 
crises and in addressing pan-
demic problems. It makes sense 
that every path must be explored 
to help the people of Myanmar. 
However, after ten months, can 
we be proud of the fruits from 
this limited coordination? In 
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these ten months, internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) reached 
to a record high, including in the 
areas which haven’t seen conflict 
for decades. Meanwhile, COVID 
third wave devastated peoples’ 
lives and livelihoods, across the 
country. These are the only two 
areas where UN in Myanmar de-
cided to deal with SAC. Still, UN 
couldn’t deliver much help to 
IDPs nor to the people dying like 
flies during COVID third wave.

Just to make things clear, we do 
not think the blame lies with UN 
or other agencies who are try-
ing their best to deliver human-
itarian aid to people in need. If 
anything, we are inspired by the 
humanitarian workers tirelessly 
working to bring whatever avail-
able support to the people.  The 
culprits are Min Aung Hlaing and 
his thugs torching entire towns 
and villages, shooting down any 
civilians in sight and blocking hu-
manitarian aid trying to be de-
livered by individual Samaritans 
and aid agencies. 

However, having said that, any 
notion of enhancing cooperation 
with SAC, (thereby bestowing le-
gitimacy to it) even indirectly, in 
the hope that humanitarian as-
sistances could be delivered will 
be a fool’s errand. Humanitarian 
assistances will soon be agenda 
to be blackmailed for by SAC. 
Giving pressure to UN agencies 
and NGOs began as soon as the 
coup begin and is expected to 
worse overtime. If Bashar al-As-
sad, successfully arm-wrestled 
tens of millions of dollars in aid 
money from the UN, via business 
and charity entities controlled by 
his family and close associates, 
despite international sanctions, 
SAC is not at fault for dreaming. 

Meanwhile, while future cash-
flows enjoyed by Assad is still un-
certain, SAC is already prone to 

to Myanmar and agreed by Min 
Aung Hlaing during the meeting 
in late April, was ignored by the 
junta immediately upon return-
ing to the country. Seven months 
since that “landmark” consensus, 
no implementation gets closer 
all because of the stubbornness 
of the SAC. Back in 2008, junta 
Than Shwe stopped humanitar-
ian assistance to natural disas-
ter to hide his administration’s 
incompetence. To compel more 
narrow-minded Min Aung Hlaing 
to allow humanitarian assistance 
to provide relief on the disaster 
of their own making would be 
beyond naïve. 

As things stand, the most viable 
way for international aid agencies 
to help the people of Myanmar 
is to bypass the SAC as much as 
possible, and we are convinced 
that much efforts have been give 
into this. Will a practical solution 
be reached? Only time and who-
ever remained alive will tell.

looting the existing aid money. 
Recently, International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) reported that they 
are clueless about $372 million 
COVID relief fund delivered to 
Myanmar days before the coup, 
saying “it’s not possible for the 
Fund to ascertain whether the 
regime is using the funds as they 
were intended, namely, to tackle 
COVID and support the most vul-
nerable people”. 

For the people of Myanmar, 
both the blocking of humanitar-
ian assistance, and stealing from 
whatever limited internation-
al aid allowed, are eerily akin to 
Min Aung Hlaing’s predecessor 
Than Shwe’s handling of Cyclone 
Nargis back in 2008. When the 
largest natural disaster in a gen-
eration hit the country, leaving 
200,000 dead, Than Shwe did 
not allow international aid agen-
cies to help some four million 
survivors, and the little aid which 
was eventually allowed into the 
country are confiscated by the 
military and sold in markets, with 
easily identifiable packaging un-
removed. Back then, in response 
to calls for allowing humanitar-
ian aid, a military propagandist 
named Ko Ko Hlaing wrote in 
state-owned newspaper that 
“People from the delta region 
(which faced the most devasta-
tion) do not need humanitarian 
aid, they have enough fishes and 
frogs in the rivers to survive on”. 
Ko Ko Hlaing is currently Minis-
ter of International Cooperation 
at SAC cabinet, and we can only 
guess on what his stance will be 
on international cooperation in 
humanitarian assistance. 

Long story short, it should be ob-
vious by now that what humani-
tarian support means to the SAC. 
Even the ASEAN five-point con-
sensus, which includes arguably 
low-hanging fruit of ASEAN pro-
viding humanitarian assistance 

“Even the ASEAN 
five-point con-
sensus, which in-
cludes arguably 
low-hanging fruit 
of ASEAN providing 
humanitarian as-
sistance to Myan-
mar and agreed by 
Min Aung Hlaing 
during the meet-
ing in late April, 
was ignored by the 
junta immediately 
upon returning to 
the country.”
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Since the military coup, we have 
encountered unlawful convicts, 
arbitrary arrests, and ridiculous 
sentences. Not that the previous 
government had a completely 
robust judicial system, but the 
way justice system has been 
used in the military’s propagan-
da scheme is beyond outrage. 
We spoke with one of the most 
respected lawyers of Myanmar, 
who requested for anonymity, 
to hear his opinion of the past, 
the present and the future of the 
country’s judicial system.

Q: Throughout your career, 
have you ever seen any real im-
provement in the judiciary sec-
tor in our country, under the 
previous military regime, NLD 
government and now under 
the coup?
A: Not really. Judiciary pillar has 
always been under the influ-
ence of the military since 1988, 
(through State Law and Order 
Restoration Council - SLORC and 
after that is State Peace and De-
velopment Council - SPDC) till 
President Thein Sein’s adminis-
tration in 2010. I would say the 
military took direct control of the 

judicial sector through 1988 to 
2010. In 2010, a so-called demo-
cratic government was installed 
in which general-turned-politi-
cian Thein Sein took power and 
only appointed people with army 
background in judiciary. As you 
all probably know, under SLORC 
and SPDC, the Chief Justice was 
U Aung Toe and other important 
members of the high court were 
General Thein Soe, Colonel Htun 
Htun Oo and Colonel Myint Aung. 
When U Aung Toe retired in 2010, 
the former Colonel Htun Htun Oo 
was appointed in his position. 
At that time, the head of the su-
preme court was Tha Htay, the 
blood brother of the General Thar 
Aye in the army. So, throughout 
the Thein Sein’s administration, 
the justice department had bias 
towards the government and 
the army. So, after 2015, the gov-
ernment elected by our people’s 
will, were they able to change 
the judiciary system in our coun-
try? The government could not 
touch the supreme court judges 
as the constitution stated that 
they can only be impeached by 
the respective Hluttaws. That’s 
why, once the judge is appoint-

ed, it’s very difficult to fire them. 
That’s the judiciary side.

Now, let’s look at the Union At-
torney General office. It has also 
been under the military’s control 
since SLORC. But during dem-
ocratic transition, the president 
can appoint the attorney general 
in his power given by the consti-
tution.  At the end of Thein Sein’s 
administration, Tun Tun Oo (not 
the same person as above), a for-
mer brigadier general in the army 
and deputy attorney general was 
appointed by the president and 
approved by the Union Parlia-
ment as Union Attorney General 
under U Htin Kyaw’s administra-
tion in 2016.  We (advocates in 
Myanmar) witnessed that U Tun 
Tun Oo was trying to fulfill the 
wish of the president by trying 
to give position within his power. 
However, there was always a line 
he could not cross when face-to-
face with the army. For an exam-
ple, as we all know, the case of 
Reuters journalists, the accus-
er was the army. Army sued the 
journalists for trying to whistle 
out the massacre they had com-
mitted in Indin Village, Rakhine 
State in 2017. The prosecutor in 
that case was the lawyer working 
under the Union Attorney Gen-
eral office. I would say that they 
failed to stand by the truth in 
that case. Every time there was 
head-to-head tension between 
the government and the army, 
they (Judiciary and Attorney 
General) turned their favor to the 
army, always, even under “dem-
ocratic government”. So, I can’t 
even imagine how bad those two 
pillars (Judiciary and Attorney 
General) will get after the mil-

Justice Never 
Existed in Myanmar: 
An Interview on the Rule of Law  
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itary coup. It’s already obvious 
in many cases now that the de-
cisions have been made unjust-
ly. In conclusion regarding your 
question, I would say, there was 
not any improvement through-
out my journey in this industry. 

Q: What were your expectation 
of judiciary system after the 
2015 general election?
A: We, the lawyers, believe in 
democracy system and the solid 
rule of law. When 44 NLD mem-
bers joined the Parliament in 
2012 via by-election, the lawyers 
envisioned to get a better judi-
ciary system. As a result, there 
was the “Yellow Ribbon Cam-
paign” by lawyers in an attempt 
to prevent Moe Kya Shwe Ko, (a 
term describing ex-military per-
sonnel assigned to management 
level in government sector) in our 
field. The campaign was halted 
when the election came. In the 
post-election, the elected dem-
ocratic government tasked us 
with legislating the “Bar Council 
Act”, all our focus turned to work 
together on it. 
When the Bar Council Act was 
formed back in 1929, it was stat-
ed that 11 out of 15 members of 
the Council must be the elected 
members which was later re-
pealed in 1989 by SLORC. Since 
then, non-elected members got 
involved in the Bar Council. The 
NLD government’s main task was 
to amend the act. While some 
lawyers tried to amend the Act, 
others argued to rewrite it. Our 
efforts paid off because in 2019, 
Bar Council Act was successfully 
amended, and 11 elected mem-
bers took their oath in 2020. 
That’s the major achievement of 
lawyers during 2015-2020. 
Another success of us under 
the NLD administration was the 
establishment of Independent 
Lawyers’ Association of Myan-
mar. Through that association, 
we were able to form the Human 

Rights committee and Pro bono 
committee that helped us prac-
tice the law for those who need-
ed it, especially in human rights 
abuse cases and freedom of ex-
pression cases. That’s our pro-
fessional ethic and we tried our 
best. 

Q: Were you satisfied in the 
legislation done by two terms 
of democratic government be-
tween 2010 - 2020?
A: No, not at all. I honestly don’t 
want to say the weakness of the 
NLD-led government back then 
especially this moment as NLD 
party now is struggling to fight 
for democracy. I had disagree-
ment with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
especially on the case of free-
dom of expression. But now I am 
supporting those defending Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi as we have 
to lay our belief in her. Howev-
er, back in NLD led parliament, 
I did not agree with some laws 
they amended because I did not 
think all of them benefited the 
public. It’s because the nominat-
ed candidates do not represent 
the public on ground that’s the 
main weakness of the legislation 
during the NLD term. 

Q: How did you feel when you 
heard about the military coup? 
A: I felt all our efforts were 
dashed on February 1. The law-
yers’ associations have been tied 
down since then and our jobs be-
come limited. Some associations 
have been transformed as social 
organizations and only able to do 
humanitarian assistance given 
the situation. However, some of 
us are taking risks to give legal 
assistance to those who need it. 
Doesn’t matter who they are, we 
help everyone especially related 
to political turmoil. 

Q: Some victims especially 
former ministers of NLD have 
been met with obscene ver-

dict and sentenced to multiple 
years in prison under the ruling 
of military court. What is your 
opinion on it? 
A: I would say it is not new. Peo-
ple may not realize it given the 
10 years interval of democrat-
ic process. But such unlawful 
things had happened since the 
70s. All the political cases back 
then were brought to the mili-
tary court where all three judges 
were army officers. No record, 
no witness and no lawyers were 
allowed. If someone agreed to 
confess the crime they did not 
commit, they were sentenced 
on the spot for three years. If the 
“crime” was not confessed, they 
were still found guilty, and the 
sentence was multiplied. What I 
meant is we have been through 
this; we had a short break under 
democratic transition and now 
the wheel has turned back. 

Q: Danny Fenster, the American 
Journalist was sentenced for 11 
years in prison and three days 
later, he was released. Junta 
cited humanitarian reason for 
his release. What do you make 
of it?
A: The whole thing shows that 
the SAC lacks dignity. But here, 
one thing I would like to add is 
you might remember two cases. 
One under Thein Sein’s admin-
istration was a foreign journalist 
flying a drone in Naypyitaw and 
another one was journalists Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, under 

“I felt all our ef-
forts were dashed 
on February 1. The 
lawyers’ associa-
tions have been 
tied down since 
then and our jobs 
become limited.”
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NLD government administration. 
Journalists from both cases were 
sentenced in prison but released 
by the presidents’ amnesty due 
to international relationship rea-
sons. That means the judicial 
sector did not release them, but 
the administration did. Look, 
they were not guilty in the first 
place. What I would like to say is 
that the administrative sector in-
terfering with the judiciary’s de-
cision in Myanmar is not new at 
all. 

Q: What is the obvious weak-
ness of judicial sector in Myan-
mar in your opinion?
A: Corruption and fear. All the 
judges follow command from 
the army. I witnessed once 
someone at sergeant level of 
military intelligence scolding a 
township level judge. Everybody 
is scared and do as the army of-
ficers wants whether it is lawful 
or not. There has always been 
fraud in this field, after the upris-
ing of 1988 was the worst. When 
their hands were tied and power 
is limited by the military, judges 
turned to make their professions 
out of corruption. When money 
became the main drive, morals 

and sympathies were replaced 
with fear and greed. I am pretty 
sure if everybody in the industry 
can get rid of greed and fear, the 
judicial system will get better in 
our country. 

Q: What is your advice to heal 
the judicial system to the next 
generation? 
A: In our Yellow Ribbon Cam-
paign mentioned above, we at-
tempted to get rid of the army’s 
influence in the judicial system. 
All the heads of the judicial pil-
lar must share democratic vision. 
Any individual or organization 
which is acting in the best inter-
est of powerful people, instead 
of the public, should not be in the 
judicial sector. In addition, every 
judge should not be involved in 
bribery. You are scared when you 
are in corruption. In my opinion 
and my will, I would like to pro-
mote jury system in Myanmar. Of 
course, it may be costly but it’s a 
suitable system to check and bal-
ance. 

Q: For the new-blood lawyers, 
what is your instruction for 
them through your lifetime ex-
perience in this field?

A: General Aung San said, “Not 
every law is just, and every jus-
tice is not a law”. Same for me 
as well, I don’t think every law is 
just. In my opinion, the laws ben-
efit those who rule. The existence 
of the law, judiciary, army, police 
force, correction center and the 
court in our country are for the 
authorised class to oppress the 
powerless class. To me, each 
law should be meant to negoti-
ate and fight between each class 
until the discrimination end. If 
lawmakers keep their own ben-
efits at heart, we are going to fail 
to protect those who need legal 
assistance. Even when the mili-
tary is out of the picture, we will 
not get a proper judicial system 
instantly. As lawyers, our duty is 
to selflessly provide pro-bono 
services, protect human-rights 
defenders and try to abolish and 
amend unjust laws that don’t 
benefit the pubic. We need to 
keep pushing until the actual 
representatives of the law-abid-
ing citizens are able to legislate 
the laws. 

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/

http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/


11

Exactly a year ago in November 
of 2020, the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) dominated 
the 2020 General Election with 
a successive landslide win. Out 
of the total 1,117 contested con-
stituencies, the NLD won 920 
seats, at least 82 percent of total 
seats with over 27 out of the 38 
million eligible voters reported-
ly casted their votes for the NLD 
party. The win was wholeheart-
edly welcomed by the majori-
ty of the civilians and both local 
and foreign election monitors 
also acknowledged the landslide 
victory of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-
led political party. The military, 
led by Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing, however announced that 
the election results and elector-
al process would be scrutinized 
and reviewed after the military’s 
proxy political party, Union Sol-
idarity and Development Party 
(USDP), claimed massive vot-
er fraud. The following months 
after the election results were 
filled with tension and more ac-
cusations from the military with 
allegations of unjust and fraudu-
lent practices. All came to a head 
on the early morning of February 
1 with the military arresting State 
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, President U Win Myint and 
other leaders, effectively seizing 
power of Myanmar in a coup.

Myanmar is currently going 
through an unprecedented but 
also a precedented time as the 
nation is no stranger to surviv-
ing under the military’s rule. But 
it is also an unprecedented time 
as the country is experiencing its 
largest nationwide armed resis-
tance against the forces of the 
regime, with the people of Myan-

mar calling for a return to de-
mocracy. As Myanmar navigates 
through an uncharted realm, it 
is important to take a moment 
to celebrate the last time Myan-
mar people tasted the budding 
democracy and glimpse of hope. 
Despite its shortcomings, it can-
not be denied that the NLD party 
and its leader Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi were the pioneers in intro-
ducing the taste of democracy 
to the general public in modern 
Myanmar, and they were essen-
tially the beacon of hope for peo-
ple from all walks of life.

NLD’s Role in Myanmar’s Mod-
ern Democratic Transition

The NLD has always been a force 
to reckon with the daughter of 
Myanmar’s founding father for 
independence, General Aung 
San being at the helm. The party 
was formed in the days after the 
8888 uprising and went through 
a rollercoaster of political obsta-
cles which ended with the mili-
tary government placing Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi under house 
arrest after winning the 1990 par-
liamentary elections. The party 
took at least 59% of the vote and 

won 392 out of the 492 contest-
ed seats. Despite the constant 
oppression from the military 
government, the NLD party con-
tinued to thrive among the peo-
ple and garnered major support 
from the public. 

The NLD re-entered the polit-
ical landscape during the 2012 
by-elections and continued to 
grow with about 200,000 par-
ty members registered as of 
2014. Going into the 2015 Gener-
al Election, the party continued 
on with its steady campaigning 
across the country, promising 
a new Myanmar for the people. 
That same election also gave the 
citizens the chance to exercise 
their rights as citizens of a bud-
ding democratic country to cast 
a vote. The 2015 General Election 
results were dominated by a his-
toric landslide win by the Nation-
al League for Democracy party, 
taking a total of 887 seats—86 
percent of the seats in the par-
liament. 

Five years later on November 8, 
the NLD dominance continued 
on with taking a total of 920 seats 
in the parliament, 33 more seats 

The NLD’s Unfaltering Dominance 
in Limited Democracy
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than the previous election during 
the 2020 General Election. The 
NLD’s landslide wins are not sur-
prising as many people of Myan-
mar are hungry for a change af-
ter struggling to make ends meet 
under the authoritarian system. 

People’s Unwavering Support 
for NLD

During the 2015 General Election, 
the NLD won over 80 percent 
of seats and around 70 percent 
in ethnic states despite being a 
political party with Bamar ethnic 
majority. The NLD party being a 
lighthouse guiding the people 
towards democracy was a decid-
ing factor for the majority of NLD 
voters. 

During the 2020 General Elec-
tion, the NLD exceeded expecta-
tions in ethnic regions as well by 
outperforming both the military’s 
proxy party, USDP and smaller 
ethnic parties in Kachin and Chin 
states. The NLD won at least 23 
out of the state’s 30 constituen-
cies in Kachin State and won at 

least 20 out of 21 constituencies 
in Chin State. As usual, the NLD 
continued on its dominance in 
Bamar ethnic regions, from Yan-
gon, Magway, Mandalay, Bago, 
Ayeyarwady, Tanintharyi and 
Sagaing regions and even man-
aged to flip the area known as 
military’s town, Meikhtila. 

Stealing Power

To be frank, the military also 
knows the influence that the 
NLD party has over the people 
of Myanmar, and when the NLD 
won extra 33 seats during the 
last election, Min Aung Hlaing-
led military knew they needed 
to come up with a plan to derail 
the increasing dominance of the 
NLD. Cue the military staging a 
coup three months after the gen-
eral election, accusing the sec-
ond landslide win of the NLD as 
the result of election fraud. Some 
six months after the coup, the 
military junta officially cancelled 
the results of the 2020 General 
Election, citing more than 11 mil-
lion cases of fraud in the election. 

Junta-appointed Union Election 
Commission chair U Thein Soe 
was quoted by the media, say-
ing that the NLD attempted to 
take state power from non-NLD 
parties and candidates by mis-
using COVID-19 restrictions. The 
comment that the military gov-
ernment continuously used was 
“it was not free and fair”. The iro-
ny was that the military staging 
the coup to seize control of the 
power was in fact “not free and 
fair”. The Myanmar military can 
steal power from the National 
League for Democracy, but the 
power and influence that NLD 
holds were given to them by the 
people. They can keep on forci-
bly stealing power, but power 
will never be given to them by 
the people. 
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JUNTA'S  ATTACK  ON  JOURNALISM

Freedom of press has always been a threat to Myanmar’s successive military generals. Previous regimes
silenced media organisations by imposing censorship and revoking publication licenses; hence, the
news and media industry gradually declined over the decades. When pre-publication censorship was
lifted in 2012, journalists and writers were eager to write and publish without any scrutiny. As a result,
privately owned media organisations, as well as the number of journalists grew in the past decade. But
that did not mean we had a complete freedom of press. Even under democratic government,
authorities; both civilians and military alike, tend to sue and imprison journalists and writers for reporting
against their agenda. However, even with the limited freedom, Myanmar media flourished over the past
year until Min Aung Hlaing staged the coup and started detaining reporters and raiding their offices. 

Initially, junta arbitrarily arrested reporters who covered the nationwide protests, but later on, media
offices were raided, and detained journalists are now convicted with charges such as sedition law,
counter-terrorism law, telecommunication law and immigration acts. Despite all this, media outlets
continue to report the important news each day from various parts of the country. With the help of
information, communication and technology, Myanmar never goes dark thanks to the journalists. 

In November, the detained American journalist Danny Fenster was sentenced for 11 years of
imprisonment, but released and deported three days later. However, local journalists and reporters
remain in detention. In the latest press conference, General Zaw Min Tun, the regime’s chief
spokesperson, said that “We only arrest journalists who get involved in criminal activities. We do not
arrest them for doing their jobs.” Contrary to what he said, here, we summarize the junta’s attack on
journalism since February. 

journalists have been arrested

As of November 15, 2021

107 

87 19 
male female

remain in detention37 

Among the detained journalists 

29 8 
male female

A total of 12 media houses were 

8
Revoked 
publishing 
license

Charged with
Penal Code
505 A

3

1

journalists were convicted7 

5 2
released imprisoned

The arrests affected

46 media outlets

29 freelencers

Source: ReportingASEAN

Reporters
70.09%

Multimedia
Journalists
11.21% 

Editors
13.08%

Executives + Admin
5.6%
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In the Spring Revolution, Myan-
mar women from all walks of life 
are taking part in every aspect 
starting from peaceful demon-
strations to taking up arms 
against the junta. To this day, not 
only female political activists but 
also women of ethnic origins are 
enduring the agony of military’s 
sickening employment of patri-
archy. 

Endless reports and news came 
out that women of young and old 
age have been targeted as vic-
tims of rape and inhumane tor-
ture when they get arrested or 
simply resided in conflict areas, 
minding their own businesses. 
Regime forces committed ver-
bal and physical abuse, sexual 
harrassments, unwarranted arbi-
trary arrests and imprisonments 
towards revolutionary women. 

As of November 2021, Women 
Peace Network (WPN) reported 
that 1,380 women have been de-
tained and subject to sexual as-
saults. From the record of WLB, 
over 100 women and LGBTQ had 
fallen during the revolution from 
February to November this year. 
These are the consequences of 
the patriarchy, which is the root 
of fascist dictatorship of the mili-
tary. Yet the effects of patriarchy 
on women in Myanmar do not 
just come from the military. Pa-
triarchal norms are dribbling and 
deep-rooted both consciously 
and subconsciously in minds of 
the general public all over Myan-
mar. Hence, it is impossible to 
separate the Spring Revolution 
and feminism movement. 

In Myanmar, feminism move-
ments tend to get mixed up 

with other political motivations 
and acts defined by male domi-
nated institutions. For instance, 
during the colonial period, the 
feminist movements and wom-
en’s roles were only to preserve 
nationalism which was decided 
by male-dominated institutions. 
The movements solely focus 
on liberation from colonialism 
rather than promoting individu-
al’s rights or a specific group of 
people. Now, the revolutionary 
women of the Spring Revolution 
understand that it is important 
for feminists to continuously give 
birth to their own ways of move-
ments for women from all walks 
of life, not the way shaped by 
politicism and men. 

That is why one of the most prom-
inent and historic movements, 
the Sarong Strike, was creat-

Persistent Patriarchy 
All Around the Revolution
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ed by women protesters during 
the Spring Revolution. There is a 
handful of absurd traditional be-
liefs in Myanmar society relating 
to women’s clothings; one being 
women’s sarongs are regarded as 
lowly garments and men are not 
supposed to walk under them. 
Therefore, hanging of women’s 
sarongs (hta-mein in Burmese) at 
the protest defense line is meant 
to not only defeat the military 
dictatorship but also uproot su-
perstitions taking hold of Myan-
mar society. Although there are 
extensive reports by media how 
terrorist military troops feared 
sarongs, the discriminating belief 
is still largely viewed by the pub-
lic, not just the regime soldiers. 
Arguments and heated discus-
sions had to be made to use sa-
rongs on defense line of protests.

On International Women’s Day 
in March, a male protest lead-
er was heard saying, “We should 
feel bad for the elders. It’s not 
okay to hang women’s sarongs 
to protest.” That young protest 
leader was argued fiercely by the 
fellow female demonstrators. 
At last, sarong lines were raised 
to the highest on International 
Women’s Day by women leader-
ship together with support from 
open-minded young male pro-
testers, in an agreement with local 
elders. That incident happened in 
Yangon, the most developed city 
in the country. A female protes-
tor also mentioned, “In our area, 
around evening when sarongs 
lines were about to be removed, 
older women from apartments 
told young men not to cross un-
der those lines and to walk on 
pavements as they would impair 
the virtue of men (hpone).”  Even 
after the symbolic Sarong pro-
test, like world media depicted, 
perspectives of the general pub-
lic remained unchanged.

Ma Aye Myint Aung Aung from 

Women’s Alliance Burma dis-
cussed that Sarong lines protests 
were definitely not encouraged 
in some states of Myanmar. Lo-
cals disliked women’s sarongs 
being raised like flags because 
they believed that it could impair 
the virtue (hpone) of not only 
soldiers but also other men. This 
clearly shows that that there are 
limitations in integrating femi-
nist movements in this revolu-
tion since people’s perspectives 
and their willingness towards 
the movement depend on their 
class, ethnicities, and origins.

Another absurd belief regarding 
women’s dressing is that women 
victims are committed of rape 
because of the way they dress. 
In November, a few rape cases 
committed by regime soldiers 
were reported. In one case, a 
62-year-old woman from Shan 
State was raped by a soldier. A 
new mother was also raped by 
three junta soldiers in Chin State. 
In earlier months, a young nun 
was raped by regime solders in 
Shan State. Did the soldiers rape 
the women because of their 
clothings? Obviously not. A rapist 
commits the crime because he/
she wants to. Despite all the ev-
idence pointing that rape is not 
stimulated by the way women 
dress, majority of Myanmar soci-
ety is still holding on to this de-
grading belief. 

There is no place for this kind of 
cheap beliefs in the future Fed-
eral Democratic Myanmar. On 
November 2, women from ev-
ery state marched to revolt with 
a slogan in Burmese which read 
“We will dress as we want, do not 
come and rape” along with the 
hashtags “It’s a dress not a yes”, 
“Nobody asked what my rap-
ist was wearing”. Revolutionary 
women declared that it is time to 
remove this disgusting concept 
and belief forever from this soci-

ety while we struggle to form a 
new nation. Rapists are the sole 
responsible persons for rape cas-
es; the way women dress does 
not invite the sexual violence. 

In addition to physical harass-
ments, women in politics are 
being attacked on social media 
as hateful messages are sent to 
these women to this day. Hu-
manitarian and ethnic minority 
activist Esther Ze Naw wrote on 
her Facebook page, as part of 
#16DaysofActivismMovement, 
“I am facing verbal abuse until 
now. Although my skin has got-
ten thicker, I want to warn that 
this is still the biggest challenge 
for the women who are interest-
ed in politics”. 

Considering the incidents men-
tioned above, it is obvious that 
patriarchy has not left Myanmar 
society; it is still thriving and con-
tinues to oppress women in the 
revolution in one way or another. 
Feminists in this Spring Revolu-
tion are committed to eradicate 
two things: dictatorship and pa-
triarchy in Myanmar society. We 
must encourage our fellow sis-
ters to observe various kinds of 
oppression all around us, and re-
volt against the patriarchy hand 
in hand.

Feminists in Myanmar will have 
to keep on struggling to custom-
ize revolutionary methods that 
represent women of all classes, 
ethnicities, and origins, unlike 
elite feminism or copy-pasting 
Western feminism to the Spring 
Revolution. While the entire 
country unites to fight against 
the military regime, the women 
need to emerge stronger against 
the society’s patriarchy beliefs 
and double standards which dis-
criminate against us.
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Climate crisis is one of the most 
discussed topics of the 21st Cen-
tury though little action has been 
taken. Many youth activists and 
indigenous protectors of the 
earth have been campaigning 
that this issue should not be ad-
dressed as a future problem, but 
a present one. After all, there is 
no planet B for us. The biggest 
event held this year in regards to 
the climate crisis was the COP26. 
It was the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference held 
in Glasgow, Scotland, the United 
Kingdom, from 31 October to No-
vember 13, 2021. The summit was 
to accelerate actions towards 
the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change. World 
leaders from over 100 countries 
attended the summit. No del-
egation from Myanmar was in 
sight. The Union Minister of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Conservation 
(MONREC), Dr. Tu Hkawng, told 
BBC-Burmese that it was a huge 
loss for Myanmar to have missed 
the chance to send a civilian del-
egation to such an important 
event of our time.

Myanmar is one of the countries 
that are most vulnerable to the 
climate crisis according to the 
Global Climate Risk Index. Be-
tween the period 2000 and 2019, 
Myanmar was one of the three 
countries most affected by the 
impacts of extreme weather 
events and will continue to be 
so. Myanmar, as a developing 
country, is also recognized as a 
country more vulnerable to dam-
aging effects of natural disasters 

due to lower coping capacity. 
Yet, the climate danger is only to 
be exacerbated by the February 
coup. The political economy of 
Myanmar is based on an explo-
sion of her rich natural resources 
and biodiversity. From colonial 
rule to successive military rules, 
and even the civilian government 
to some extent, has heavily relied 
on exporting natural resources 
as raw materials from precious 
gemstones to forestry and wild-
life. The only concern the gen-
erals, who staged a February 
coup, hold firmly is to cement 
their power in expense of dam-
aging both civilians and natural 
resources. Unfortunately, the cli-
mate crisis is a matter Myanmar 
currently does not have a luxury 
to pay attention to and to work 
on. Nevertheless, it is a matter 
Myanmar cannot ignore. 

Despite being absent from a dis-
cussion at the climate summit, 
a short film on how local ethnic 
communities have played a vital 
role in managing and preserv-
ing forests in order to keep their 
forests intact was shown in the 
climate conference, the British 
Embassy in Myanmar reported. 
The view of the importance of 
the role played by the local eth-
nic groups, which is also known 
as indigenous framework in oth-
er places in the world, has been 
shared by Dr. Tu Hkawng and a 
renowned Karen environmental-
ist Saw Paul Sein Twa. Salween 
Peace Park, conserved by indige-
nous knowledge of the Karen eth-
nic community, was co-founded 
by Saw Paul Sein Twa. This initia-
tive using indigenous knowledge 

to preserve forestry won the 
Salween Peace Park an Equa-
tor Prize Award in September 
2020. Before the coup, it seemed 
Myanmar was ready to talk about 
the climate crisis and the vital 
role indigenous knowledge plays 
in protecting the environment. 
However, things started to turn 
backwards.

The goal of the COP26 is to keep 
cutting emissions until they reach 
net-zero by mid-century and to 
keep the temperature rises with-
in 1.5C below 2C. More than 40 
countries have pledged to shift 
away from coal. More than 100 
countries have signed the Global 
Methane Pledge to reduce emis-
sions. Over 130 countries have 
pledged to stop and reverse de-
forestation by 2030, and more 
than 141 countries have promised 
to end and reverse deforestation 
by 2030. There are also financial 
pledges to support rainforest 
countries by rich countries. Yet, 
Myanmar did not have a chance 
to promise or to pledge for any 
of them. 

Myanmar, under the coup, has 
been unable to control histor-
ical exploitation of her natural 
resources from illegal deforesta-
tion and mining of minerals and 
gems. 

Many local media and social 

A Climate Crisis?
An Issue Myanmar Does Not 
Have a Luxury to Work On
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media pages of People Defense 
Forces (PDF) as well as spokes-
persons of ethnic armed groups 
(EAOs) have reported the issue 
of mining of gold along Irrawad-
dy River and the illegal defor-
estation transported in military 
trucks. Dr. Tu Hkawng spoke to 
BBC-Burmese that one of the 
ways his ministry can work for 
the protection of the environ-
ment is to work with the PDF to 
stop illegal deforestation by the 
military, and for his ministry to 
send letters to businesses to stop 
deforestation. In October 2021, 
the MONREC issued an official 
announcement to recognize lo-
cal PDFs’ zealous effort to safe-
guard the natural resources from 
the military. In Magway region’s 
Kyaukhtu Township, the Kyaukh-
tu PDF detained a vehicle that 
came for illegal logging in the 
area on November 4 and warned 
over 50 people who were re-
sponsible that the PDF would 
take severe actions against ille-
gal logging. Also in June, the Kani 
PDF of Sagaing region report-
ed that illegal logging had been 
carried out by the military from 
the protected area, Alaungdaw 
Kassapa National Park of Myan-
mar, which is also recognized as 
ASEAN Heritage Parks. Earlier in 
March, a local from the park area 
said there were more than 30 
times that those military-owned 
big trucks with loads of precious 

wood passed the town back and 
forth, and they could do nothing 
but witness it with tears.

The threat of environmental de-
struction and exploitation by 
the military is a huge concern 
for Myanmar since the coup. 
Exploitation of the natural re-
sources especially in the north 
of Myanmar along the Irrawaddy 
River has dramatically increased. 
On February 23, the drone photo 
shows that the Malikha river has 
turned muddy from its original 
turquoise blue. In March, Karen 
National Union (KNU) issued an 
announcement that the military’s 
infantry-73 has been using their 
absolute power to commit heavy 
illegal loggings in the area full of 
precious wood in six big trucks. 
In May, the Gwanyaung Gwansar 
Regional Heritage Conservation 
Committee issued a statement 
denouncing the extraction of 
natural resources including gold 
in Putao District, Kachin State, 
with the use of heavy machin-
ery. Committee Member Zaw 
Mai said, “It has been long since 
our region started seeing illegal 
gold mining and land grabbing. 
The situation has worsened since 
February 1.”, reported by Eleven 
Media. On November 30, Kachin 
Independence Organization 
(KIO) warned against illegal min-
ing of gold along the Irrawaddy 
River.

Climate crisis is a man-made cri-
sis and needs cooperation among 
us to address the issue and miti-
gate the damage that will affect 
millions of lives and habitats. 
Myanmar is at risk in the man-
made crisis that she has con-
tributed very little to but is most 
vulnerable to bear the brunt of 
a crisis that is largely created by 
wealthier nations. It is report-
ed that 23 wealthy countries are 
responsible for 50 % of the his-
torical carbon dioxide emission, 
and one of the biggest questions 
at the UN Climate Summit was 
whether these countries should 
compensate developing, once 
former colonies, for the damage 
caused by the wealthier former 
imperialist nations. A first step 
for these wealthy and developed 
countries could be to recognize 
the National Unity Government 
(NUG) of Myanmar, and to dele-
gitimize the military. Working 
with MONREC and our various 
local initiatives based on indig-
enous framework for environ-
mental protection could be the 
next. As long as the military is in 
power, the climate crisis will be 
an issue Myanmar cannot afford 
to solve. Even worse, Myanmar 
does not seem to have a luxury 
to pay attention to and work on it 
as much as we want to since the 
illegal coup was staged on Feb-
ruary 1.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/14/infographic-what-has-your-country-pledged-at-cop26?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-aljazeeraenglish&utm_content=later-22264379&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkin.bio
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/14/infographic-what-has-your-country-pledged-at-cop26?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-aljazeeraenglish&utm_content=later-22264379&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkin.bio
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/11/12/climate/cop26-emissions-compensation.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytimes 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/11/12/climate/cop26-emissions-compensation.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytimes 
https://monrec.nugmyanmar.org/announcement-15-2021/ 
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/heritage-conservation-committee-opposes-illegal-resource-extraction-in-putao
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/heritage-conservation-committee-opposes-illegal-resource-extraction-in-putao
https://www.mizzimaburmese.com/article/92660
https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews
https://www.facebook.com/monywagazette
https://www.facebook.com/thanlwinkhetnews
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Katha, Sagaing: 7 attack s
Mainly by PDF

Kale, Sagaing: 10 attacks
Mainly by PDF

Gantgaw, Magway: 8 attacks
Mainly by PDF

Matupi, Chin: 6 attack s
Mainly by CNA/CD F

Yesagyo, Magway: 8 attacks
Mainly by PDF

Tigyaing, Sagaing: 7 attacks
Mainly by PDF

Pekon, Shan: 8 attacks
Mainly by KA+KND F

Demoso, Kayah: 7 attacks
Mainly by KA+KND F

Thaton, Mon: 3 attacks
Mainly by KNLA

Launglon, Tanintharyi: 3 attacks
Mainly by PDF

195
attacks against junta’s 
forces were recorded in 
November

Key References: Khit Thit Media, Ministry of Defense - NUG

2%1%

41%

56%

Artillery Bomb attack

Clash Detonated  
with landmines

Casualties by Region
Types of Attacks

35

27

52

1085

11

36

227

200

41

42

114
SAC

PDF

12

10

37

Yangon

Tanintharyi

Mandalay

Shan

Magway
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Sagaing

Kayin

Chin

Rakhine

Kayah

Bago

Ayeyarwady

Mon

People’s Resistance War
Against Military Junta
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Civilians

IDP Volunteer

Students Teachers/Volunteers

Medical trainer CDM Staff

61
1,300 

51

1

4 2

1 2

unarmed people were confirmed to be killed 
in November alone.

people have been murdered by the junta as of 
November 30.

7668
343 

people in total have remained under detention as 
of November 30.

people have been sentenced in prison.

26%
3%

41%

21%

7%

2%

Under 16 Shot dead

Rest of the 
country

Sagaing

31 - 45 Tortured to death

Above 60 Die in interrogation or 
shortly after release

16 - 30

46 - 60

n/a

Age Groups Killed  
by Junta

Types of Murders By Region

18%

16%

66% 27
34

Reference: Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)

Follow us on @mohingamatters @mohingamatters @mattersmohinga


