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December came in harsh with a 
violent crackdown where jun-
ta’s military truck full of soldiers 
rammed into a guerrilla protest, 
killing at least three youths, and 
injuring the rest severely in Ky-
imyindaing Township of Yan-
gon. The incident reignited 
much-needed spark in revolu-
tion spirit that had been some-
what quiet along with rare chilly 
breeze of winter among people 
from urban settings. The loathe 
towards the regime and Min 
Aung Hlaing was shown once 
again through the sounds of 
banging pots and pans. But it 
was not enough to stop junta and 
its atrocities which was proved 
when 11 villagers of Done Taw Vil-
lage in Sagaing Region were tied 
and burned to death two days af-
ter Kyimyindaing incident. All the 
victims were civilians who had 
fled their homes due to battles 
and ended up in this tragedy.

Then came December 10, the 
Silent Strike of the month, the 
whole country channeled a com-
plete silent mode commemorat-
ing Human Rights Day. Empty 
streets clearly irritated the re-
gime and its friends since it re-
minded them of the support they 
have in the country. Hence, they 
did not fail to retaliate by turn-
ing on the business owners and 
then some. At least 89 detain-
ees who participated the Silent 
Strike inside the Insein Prison 
had to live through a nightmare 
as they were reportedly beaten 
until some lost consciousness 
before all of them were put into 
solitary confinement. Moreover, 
the heroes were denied of med-
ical treatment and permission 
to meet families – basic human 
rights stripped off of those who 
tried to honour the very day. With 
the heartiest salute to those sac-
rifices, the whole world acknowl-
edged the strike was a significant 
success. 

Just when we were calling for the 
release and attention for the de-
tainees inside Insein Prison, news 
came out that regime soldiers 
had raided Lay Kay Kaw Town of 
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Karen State and abducted sev-
eral people seeking refuge un-
der Karen National Union (KNU) 
in mid-December. Much antici-
pated battle broke out when the 
troops refused to leave the area, 
and as usual, Min Aung Hlaing’s 
forces faced quite a defeat in the 
land of Kawthoolei, and again 
as usual, they resorted to using 
airstrikes – at least three round 
of airstrikes dropping multiple 
bombs were witnessed. Leaving 
over 4,000 people displaced and 
stranded on the Thai border, the 
battle has not totally come to 
an end. As of writing this, fresh 
clashes are still reported from 
the area. 

December literally did not give 
us a break with endless kill-
ings of junta reported in various 
parts of the country. Airstrikes 
were not limited on Karen State 
alone because Karenni (Kayah) 
State also witnessed multiple 
attacks from the sky throughout 
the month. Junta’s forces fre-
quently used military choppers 
to drop bombs, shoot people 
and transport troops. Based on 
which, we could speculate that 
regime’s forces are losing ground 
in the region, but it is horrible 
for Karenni people who have not 
been home since the fights broke 
out months ago. On top of that, 
a total of 35 people were killed 
and burned by State Administra-
tion Council (SAC)’s soldiers near 
Moso Village in Hpruso Township 
on Christmas Eve. The victims in-
cluded children, women and two 
staff from Save the Children. The 
bodies were burned to the point 
that some of them have not 
been identified to this day. Peo-
ple were terrified by the massa-
cre but not surprised because we 
knew junta was capable of such 
horrendous murders given all the 
lawlessness they showed over 11 
months. However, the interna-
tional community seems to be 
just realizing it. They have made 
more drastic measures towards 
condemning the regime since 
then.
Still, it does not mean Nation-
al Unity Government (NUG) has 

received an overwhelming rec-
ognition around the world. The 
people’s government is some-
how struggling to step further in 
diplomatic race while it has also 
failed to contribute much to-
wards on-ground operations. In 
the battle of Lay Kay Kaw, NUG 
was criticized heavily due to its 
lack of cooperation and support. 
Minister of Defense U Yee Mon 
has had to come out defending 
their policy and requested peo-
ple’s patience. For a minster of 
defense, he did a pretty good job 
defending its own ministry. Re-
gardless, it is obvious that peo-
ple rely on the people defense 
forces (PDF) more than they do 
on NUG in the revolution. But of 
course, NUG is the key to funding 
and arms, as well as a glimpse of 
hope towards the ultimate fed-
eral government. Hence, their 
latest introduction of cryptocur-
rency as the alternate option for 
fundraising has been welcomed 
widely by the public.   

Now what’s next in the 2022? We 
have become more pragmatic 
than we were eight months ago. 
People have come to terms with 
the possibility that this dreadful 
war may go on for a few years. 
Coexisting with explosions and 
bloodshed have become the 
new normal. We are no longer 
expecting the US or NATO’s ar-
rival on our soil nor the ICC’s 
arrest of Min Aung Hlaing. Our 
people now have practical goals 
and missions to support NUG 
and PDF while we try to go about 
normal business most of the day, 
which is the only way we can 
fund our own government and 
arm our soldiers. Just like that, 
we enter 2022, the year we are 
determined to defeat the military 
regime and its dystopian dreams.

“People have come to 
terms with the possi-
bility that this dread-
ful war may go on for 
a few years.”
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U Nyi Pu, Chief Minister of Rakhine State and five 
other cabinet members were indicted with An-
ti-Corruption Law at a court inside Sittwe Prison. 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and regime 
forces clashed in Hpakant Township of Kachin 
State.
UN’s credential committee has deferred the 
decision over the rival claims to Myanmar and 
Afghanistan’s seats, keeping U Kyaw Moe Tun, 
Myanmar’s current envoy to UN in the same 
place.

Local resistance force in Myaung Township of 
Sagaing Region (CDSOM) announced that it has 
controlled all five toll gates in the area.
Minister of Defense U Yee Mon said that the NUG 
has connected with about 90% of active resis-
tance fighters in the country during his interview 
with People’s Spring media. 
Internally displaced persons (IDP) camps in 
Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township were burned 
down by junta’s forces.

A youth’s protest march in Yangon’s Kyimyin-
daing Township was rammed by a military vehi-
cle, killing at least five youths at the scene with 
over 15 youths arrested.
People ended the day by hitting pots and pans 
again in several townships across Yangon to-
night to honor the youths whose lives were un-
justly taken this early morning.
Condemnations towards SAC come from inter-
national community and various armed organi-
zations including Commander-in-chief of Arakan 
Army (AA), Major General Twan Mrat Naing.

A total of 11 villagers were tied and burned to 
death by regime soldiers in Done Taw Village, 
Sarlingyi Township, Sagaing Region. 
Junta appointed foreign minister Wunna Maung 
Lwin met with Cambodia’s president Hun Sen on 
an official visit. 
13 civilians were abducted by the regime sol-
diers after Sein Pan protest rally had dispersed 
in Mandalay.
A cargo flight from Uzbekistan Airways, carrying 
up to 40 tons of banknote papers, landed at Yan-
gon International Airport.

2021 December 
Timeline December 1, 2021

December 4, 2021

December 5, 2021

December 7, 2021

December 2, 2021

December 3, 2021

December 6, 2021

December 8, 2021

State Administration Council (SAC) announced 
that its forces had arrested 33 members of Peo-
ple Defense Forces (PDF) along with explosives 
in Mandalay Region during November 3 to De-
cember 1.
A clash took place between SAC and the joint 
force of Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)’s 
Brigade 1 and PDF In Kyaikhto Township.

Ko Hnin Aung, a prominent student leader as well 
as former member of All Burma Federation of 
Students’ Unions (ABFSU) was shot and killed by 
Pyu Saw Htee, pro-military thug group, in Kant-
balu Township of Sagaing Region for failing to 
stop his motorbike for inspection.

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and 
President U Win Myint were sentenced to prison 
terms of four years on charges of inciting dissent 
and breaking Covid rules under a natural disasters 
law. Later in the day, Min Aung Hlaing pardoned 
two out of four years from the imprisonment.
Min Aung Hlaing met with the 94-year-old pa-
tron of the National League for Democracy (NLD) 
U Tin Oo. 
Regime soldiers reportedly opened fires towards 
the neighborhood in Chanmyatharsi Township 
of Mandalay following an explosion, and killed a 
five-year-old girl playing in her house. 
Junta’s forces used military choppers and heavy 
artilleries to attack Depayin Township of Sagaing 
Region. 

In Chan Aye Tharzan Township of Mandalay, a 
military car rammed into three youths who were 
on their way to join a protest rally.
Facebook announced that it will take down pag-
es and groups that affiliate with Myanmar mili-
tary. 
Sagaing People Defense Force (SPDF) an-
nounced that large enterprises using highway 
roads in Sagaing Region will be required to show 
the digital slips of tax payment to the National 
Unity Government (NUG).
Karen National Union (KNU) officially released a 
statement that its forces are coordinating fights 
with PDF against Min Aung Hlaing’s army. 
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December 11, 2021

December 9, 2021

December 13, 2021

December 15, 2021

December 17, 2021

News came out that 89 detainees in Insein Prison 
who joined Silent Strike were reportedly beaten, 
tortured and kept in solitary confinements. 
NUG announced today that it has officially ap-
proved trading of stablecoin USD Tether (USDT) 
in order to smoothen the trade and payment 
systems in the country.

Mandalay Chief Minister, Dr. Zaw Myint Maung 
who had been scheduled to testify as defense 
witness in the trial of State Counselor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi at the Naypyidaw court was not al-
lowed to travel by junta.
The clashes between Kokang’s Myanmar Nation-
al Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the 
regime forces escalated in Shan-North’s Mongko 
district.

Much anticipated clashes broke out in Lay Kaw 
Kay Town as the regime forces launched heavy 
artillery towards KNLA’s base around 11am.
More than 40 young people were arrested by re-
gime forces in Bago City in the past few days for 
associating with PDFs.

The Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi was forced to put on the formal prison 
uniform, white top and brown longyi, by Myan-
mar Prisons Department during the trial.
In Gantgaw Township of Magway Region, regime 
forces launched an aerial attack at Hnan Kha Vil-
lage where Yaw People Defense Forces (YPDF) 
and alliances were having a meeting with over 
200 participants.

December 10, 2021

December 12, 2021

December 14, 2021

December 16, 2021

Regime’s lackeys threatened business owners 
across the country that they will face conse-
quences such as license revoked or even prison 
sentence if they join Silent Strike on December 
10.

The whole country channeled silent mode to 
commemorate Human Rights Day, junta re-
sponded by sending out soldiers to ransack shops 
that were closed. Detainees inside Insein Prison 
joined the strike as well.
Arakan Army (AA) released a statement, warning 
Arakan people to stay vigilant due to the esca-
lated signs of warfare, citing regime forces’ more 
frequent interferences in the region.

Myanmar diaspora from South Korea, Japan and 
New York, United States held public rallies and 
fundraising events to support the resistance 
movement. 

Junta’s forces entered Lay Kay Kaw Town in KNU’s 
Brigade 6 territory and conducted searches and 
arrested those taken refuge in the area.
Ko Soe Naing who had been abducted by regime 
soldiers on December 10, the Silent Strike Day 
for taking pictures on the streets in Yangon was 
killed during interrogation.

Battles continued in Lay Kay Kaw Town of Karen 
State, Demoso and Loikaw townships of Karenni 
(Kayah) State and Mingin Town of Chin Sate and 
Lashio of Shan State. 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
was denied permission to visit the prisons multi-
ple times by Min Aung Hlaing’s military.
The hearing of genocide case committed by Min 
Aung Hlaing’s military began in Argentina’s judi-
ciary.

December 18, 2021
Irrawaddy News reported that 100 urban guerril-
la fighters in Mandalay City have been arrested 
from November to December 16. 
Military proxy party Union Solidarity Develop-
ment Party (USDP) announced that the political 
party has been cooperating with the military in 
security matters, aiming to restore peace and 
stability in the country. 

December 19, 2021

Thantlang Town of Chin State suffered the ninth 
time of fire breakout within three months. The 
fire started around 4:30pm and burned down 
Saint Nicholas Church, making it the fourth re-
ligious building turned into ashes under Min 
Aung Hlaing’s regime.
In Yangon’s Pazundaung Township, a couple in a 
Toyota van was shot by regime soldiers around 
10pm because they failed to stop for inspection. 
The man on board passed away on the way to 
the hospital.
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December 20, 2021

December 22, 2021

December 24, 2021

December 25, 2021

KNU issued an official order allowing all seven 
brigades to launch offensive attacks on any jun-
ta’s soldiers forcing into the KNU’s territory. 
Junta’s forces made several attempts at launch-
ing attacks both on land and air onto MNDAA’s 
outposts in Shan State.
Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that eight 
Myanmar military cadets have been trained at 
the National Defence Academy of Japan as of 
December 10. 

Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, India’s Foreign Sec-
retary, has started two-day official outreach to 
Myanmar by visiting Naypyidaw.
SAC shut down the office of the United Nation’s 
(UN) Special Envoy for the country, reasoning 
that the term of the envoy, Ms Christine Schra-
ner Burgener, is over.

Three more fighter jets from the regime forces 
dropped three bombs on Lay Kay Kaw. KNU iter-
ated international community to impose “No fly 
zone”. 
Foreign embassies in Myanmar condemned the 
airstrike by calling it “serious human rights viola-
tions committed by the military regime”.
Indian Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shring-
la was denied meeting with the detained State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 

A total of 35 people were killed, and the bod-
ies were burned by Min Aung Hlaing’s soldiers 
during their arson attack on the Christmas Eve 
near Moso Village of Hpruso Town, Karenni 
(Kayah) State. 
A third round of airstrikes in ten days was con-
ducted by SAC’s forces near Lay Kay Kaw Town. 
Fifty-nine civil societies issued a joint statement, 
urging the UN Security Council, the UN Gener-
al Secretary and the international community 
to take actions against the Min Aung Hlaing-
led military regime by imposing arms embargo, 
letting the International Criminal Court handle 
Myanmar issue and continuing to put a stop on 
money flowing into the military-associated busi-
nesses. 

December 21, 2021

December 23, 2021

December 26, 2021

December 27, 2021

Nine dead bodies of villagers tied and shot, in-
cluding two underage children, were found in 
Hnan Kha Village where regime troops entered 
and stationed on December 19. 
Regime forces used fighter jets while clashing 
with MNDAA in Mongko Town of Shan State. 
KNU warned a high possibility of airstrike by re-
gime forces on Lay Kay Kaw Town and urged the 
United Nations to declare “No Fly Zone” in the 
area.

Junta’s forces used a Mi350-type military heli-
copter in the afternoon to attack the local PDF in 
Natchaung Village of Sagaing Region.
The chief minister of Kayin State under the NLD 
government, Nan Khin Htwe Myint, was charged 
with another sentence, adding up to a total of 80 
years in prison. 
In Kachin State, Hpakant Township, regime forc-
es clashed against Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA) around 2-3pm.
Multiple airstrikes on Lay Kaw Kaw Town were 
conducted by SAC’s forces around 10:30pm.
Min Aung Hlaing said the new election is to be 
held in August 2023 and he has no intention of 
having a dialogue with any (political) organisa-
tion that has been formed beyond 2020 election, 
meaning he has no plan to sit down and negoti-
ate with NUG or PDF.

Ko A Sai K, a journalist from Federal News Jour-
nal, passed away due to heavy artillery shelling 
from junta in Lay Kay Kaw Town – the second 
journalist killed by Min Aung Hlaing’s regime this 
month.

Yangon University’s third year student Ko Aung 
Phone Kyaw, who was arrested by regime forc-
es on December 26 in Tarmwe Township, died at 
the interrogation center due to severe torture of 
regime soldiers. 
President Biden signed the “National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022”, which 
includes amendments that could provide some 
support to Burma’s pro-democratic movements 
including support to recognize the National Uni-
ty Government (NUG). 
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December 28, 2021

December 30, 2021

Two staff of Save the Children identified among 
the victims killed and burned on Christmas Eve 
in Hpruso Town, Karenni (Kayah) State. Myan-
mar’s ambassador to the United Nations, U Kyaw 
Moe Htun, sent an open letter to the United Na-
tions to take actions against the military for the 
massacre.

Magway Region Chief Minister Dr. Aung Moe 
Nyo along with three other members of Magway 
Region government ministers were convicted 
with lengthy prison sentences for corruption.
Clashes resumed in Lay Kay Kaw Town, Karen 
State.

December 29, 2021

December 31, 2021

In Rakhine State, 33 out of 76 Muslims who were 
arrested last week in Taungup Township and 
charged for “traveling illegally” have been found 
guilty of Immigration acts and sentenced to one 
year in prison.
A directive circulating on the social media de-
scribed that Htun Htun Oo, junta’s chief justice 
has instructed his lackeys not to accept the ar-
rest warrant for Min Aung Hlaing, who is want-
ed for genocide case against Rohingya people 
at the Argentina’s court, via any delivery modes 
including DHL.

Military regime clashed with resistance forces in 
Demoso Township in Karenni (Kayah) State since 
early morning, and used airstrikes as the clash 
accelerated. The entire country welcomed the 
new year 2022 by chanting “We will win this rev-
olution” and curse words at the coup leader Min 
Aung Hlaing at midnight.
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Peaceful Negotiations: 
Hip or Hypocritical? 

It’s the turn of the year, a joy-
ous occasion elsewhere. In most 
places globally, overall, 2021 
showed recovery in economic 
and social aspects alike, even if 
new variants emerged to remind 
us we aren’t free from COVID yet. 
In Myanmar, we mark the end 
of 11th month under military re-
gime, with all measures of prog-
ress, whether visible measures 
such as GDP or life-expectancy 
or abstract ones such as free-
speech, going backwards. Near-
ly a year since Min Aung Hlaing 
robbed the country of its future 
and people’s refusal to submit 
to his injustice, the country is in 
chaos, armed conflict is spread-
ing in a scale unknown since 
World War 2, giving rise to pro-
portionate internally displaced 
persons (IDPs). In the cities, 
those who are more fortunate 
than IDPs would be regarded as 
under grievous misfortune by in-
ternational peers, with econom-
ic downturn and pandemic af-
fecting our lives and livelihoods 
in the midst of wanton arrests, 
torture and killings by State Ad-
ministration Council (SAC)’s sol-
diers. In light of this ongoing tur-
moil, calls for peaceful resolution 
through negotiation comes out 
occasionally, although many are 
skeptical of such a breakthrough. 
This month, we ponder on the 
feasibility of negotiations.

As far as we notice, peaceful res-
olution has frequently been the 
catchphrase of international pol-
iticians, experts and rights advo-
cates, in any conflicts. So it comes 
little surprise that such calls are 
among the first to popped up 

since February. However, after 11 
months, it is about time to reflect 
the practicality of such actions, 
rather than mindlessly shouting 
out about peace like a sit-com’s 
hippie. Having said that, it’s not 
that we at Mohinga Matters are 
abhorrent of peaceful resolution, 
rather we find such outcome 
nigh impossible with SAC. 

Min Aung Hlaing’s military insti-
tution have repeatedly shown 
to be irrational long before the 
coup and consistently after the 
coup. Since staging the coup 
which is illegal according to the 
2008 Constitution which military 
institution itself had drawn to its 
liking, SAC have refused every 
single calls, domestic and for-
eign, for peaceful resolution with 
illusions on their ability to pacify 
any resistance through military 
might. In early February, when 
people first staged protests, the 
chants of those in the coun-
try’s heartlands and most pop-
ulous regions are for the release 
of the elected parliamentarians 
and for the parliament to con-
tinue. In hindsight, people were 
only asking for the restoration 
of quasi-democracy granted un-

der 2008 Constitution, despite 
knowing its limitations. 

However, what happened next 
changed everything. SAC’s 
troops, sticking to their usual 
MO, slaughtered peaceful pro-
testors. In response, peoples’ 
demand changed to uprooting 
military institution once and for 
all, protestors go to EAOs (Ethnic 
Armed Organizations) to receive 
military training, armed conflicts 
between SAC’s military, and ma-
jor EAOs, particularly Kachin In-
dependence Army (KIA ), Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA) 
and Myanmar National Demo-
cratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) 
broke out, people’s militias under 
umbrella term People’s Defense 
Forces (PDFs) burgeoned to at-
tack SAC forces across the coun-
try, and with SAC’s deliberate 
targeting of civilian populations, 
war crimes have become more 
frequent, even by Min Aung 
Hlaing’s military’s standards. 

If there was a time peaceful nego-
tiation could have worked, it was 
during February and March. Iron-
ically March 27 is a historic day 
for Myanmar. That day, renamed 
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as Armed Forces Day by prior 
juntas to glorify themselves was 
originally celebrated as The Rev-
olutionary Day, for it marked the 
day people of Myanmar initiated 
armed revolution against fascists 
during WW2. Yet on March 27 
of 2021, the highest number of 
peaceful protestors were slaugh-
tered in the streets of Myanmar, 
while Min Aung Hlaing and his 
thugs celebrated their victory. 
Since then, people became disil-
lusioned with peaceful resolution 
and our struggle against military 
took another turn.

For the SAC side, negotiation 
has never been on their agen-
da, even at the present when its 
military is facing a toll like it has 
never faced. Never in its history, 
the junta’s military have faced 
this many fronts, including in his-
torically peaceful cities and from 
ethnic Bamars, where most re-
cruits were drawn traditionally. 
Thus, with neither side willing to 
negotiate, any calls for negotia-
tion sounds as noble as they are 
senseless.

It’s not that Myanmar politics is 
not used to negotiation. The 2008 
Constitution and power-sharing 
government of past 5 years is the 
biggest example of negotiation, 
compromise and why the people 
of Myanmar have become cyni-
cal of such practices. The Con-
stitution, despite its many flaws 
and shackles on our freedom, 
was a blast compared to what 
was before. The democratization 
started, even if only partially, for 
the first time since Dictator Ne 
Win staged coup in 1962. De-
spite atrocities in pockets of the 
country, free speech flourished 
(anyone who would say other-
wise by pointing about two Reu-
ters journalists could validate our 
claim by comparing the status of 
free speech now) and people are 
getting exposed to liberal ideas. 

Every management literature 
on negotiation will say trust 
is essential for that to hap-
pen, and negotiation is about 
gives and takes. What could 
the people possibly negoti-
ate with bloodthirsty military 
regime that does not want to 
give anything but wants ev-
erything? Aung San Su Kyi her-
self had paid with her legacy 
to demonstrate what negoti-
ation with junta and his thugs 
could lead to. 

The EAOs also have shown no 
sign of trust in SAC’s talks. Ei-
ther those directly engaged in 
armed conflicts against SAC 
or those who are not on active 
shooting have demonstrated 
their bitter distrust to junta’s 
military institution, way before 
anyone else.

So with SAC, EAOs and the 
people not inclining towards 
peace through talks, what 
could happen next? We be-
lieve that the current move is 
all about strategy rather than 
idealistic calls for peace. We 
still believe that peace through 
talks could still play a vital role 
in the future, when the junta’s 
military is beaten enough to 
come to senses. Once again, 
strategy among anti-junta 
forces whether EAOs or ousted 
parliamentarians and Nation-
al Unity Government (NUG) or 
a myriad of PDFs will be the 
most important aspect for that 
to happen. On the other hand, 
on the presently highly unlike-
ly and undesirable prospect 
of junta gaining tighter con-
trol, we can completely forget 
about any peaceful resolution. 

Overall, it was a progress, despite 
regrettable episodes not unno-
ticed. The compromise of that 
constitution also led to scenarios 
where the blames were put on 
civilian government led by Aung 
San Su Kyi for atrocities commit-
ted by the junta’s military, despite 
civilian administration having no 
power over it in accordance with 
the constitution. With no legal 
authority over the military, the 
civilian government tried to per-
suade the junta into changing its 
ways and to bring military under 
civilian government’s authority 
by amending the constitution. 
In their futile pursuit of reconcil-
iation with the junta, atrocities 
committed by the junta’s mili-
tary were repeatedly shielded 
by Aung San Su Kyi and her ad-
ministration from domestic and 
international pressures, none 
more graphically cited than her 
appearance at the International 
Court of Justice, defending the 
genocide committed by the mil-
itary against Rohingyas. In the 
end, Aung San Su Kyi and her ap-
peasement strategy to change 
military institution by gradu-
al, peaceful negotiations failed 
miserably. Despite her getting 
branded of supporting genocide, 
she could not amend the consti-
tution, nor achieve peace with 
EAOs, not for her lack of commit-
ment, but because of her naive-
ty in reaching compromise and 
sheer vileness by the military in-
stitution and its head Min Aung 
Hlaing.
In all its troubles, the opportu-
nities for peaceful negotiation 
does not stop there. Months into 
the coup, politicians in hiding re-
vealed that, in January 2021 Min 
Aung Hlaing asked for the po-
sition of president in the next 
administration from Aung San 
Su Kyi and President Win Myint, 
threatening coup for failure to 
comply. We all know what hap-
pens next.
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The military regime’s forces attempted a
surprise check to Lay Kay Kaw at 9am with
at least 40 soldiers commandeered by
Lieutenant Colonel Htin Lynn Zaw. 

A municipal police pretended to join Civil
Disobedience Movement, and entered Lay
Kay Kaw to get information about people in
the town. He later went back and reported
the names to Myawaddy Police Station.
Afterwards, the local military commander
asked Karen National Union (KNU) for
permission to conduct a search for the
defected police. When KNU allowed it,
regime forces swept the area but no one
was arrested.

The same commander's patrol visited Lay
Kay Kaw again and threatened the residents
that they would raid the town as a military
operation next time.

About 200 personnel of army soldiers from
Battalion 560 raided Lay Kay Kaw with four
fronts from four different entries
commandeered by Brigadier General Myint
Htun Naing. Residents started preparing to
flee from the area as they worried for
worsening tension between the regime
forces and Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) in the area. 

Junta forces not only attempted surprise
checks, but also tried to check residents'
mobile phones and arrested if they were
suspicious. At least 30 people including
ousted NLD lawmakers U Wai Lin Aung, Dr
Wai Phyo and striking civil servants were
arrested during the raid. KNU intervened
and demanded the release of those who
had been arrested. 

Despite KNU’s intervention, junta forces
continued the notorious man-haunt
operation in Lay Kay Kaw including KNLA's
restricted areas, which started the battle
between regime forces and KNLA. In an
interview with DVB, residents witnessed at
least 10 dead bodies of regime soldiers on
the street.

The combined forces of regime soldiers and
Border Guard Force (BGF) continued to
clash against the alliance of KNLA, People
Defense Forces and Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA). About 4000 people
have been displaced. 

KNU warned a high possibility of airstrike by
regime forces on Lay Kay Kaw Town and
urged the United Nations to declare “No Fly
Zone” in the area.

Multiple airstrikes on Lay Kaw Kaw Town
were conducted by SAC’s forces around
10:30pm.

Three more fighter jets from the regime
forces dropped three bombs on Lay Kay
Kaw. KNU appealed the international
community to impose “No Fly Zone”. 

A third round of airstrikes in ten days was
conducted by SAC’s forces near Lay Kay
Kaw. 

OCTOBER 31

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER 7

DECEMBER 13

DECEMBER 14

DECEMBER 15

DECEMBER 16

DECEMBER 21

DECEMBER 23

DECEMBER 24
DECEMBER 25

T H E  B A T T L E  O F  L A Y  K A Y  K A W

NUG's Ministry of Foreign Affair appealed for
urgent Humanitarian assistance to
displaced people. Clashes resumed in Lay Kay Kaw. Seven

junta soldiers, who traveled with private
cars, were arrested with weapons.

DECEMBER 30

SOURCES: KAREN INFORMATION CENTER,
SALWEEN PRESS, IRRAWADDY, KNU, NUG 

KNU warned the public in Kawkareik and
Myawady of ongoing heavy artillery attack
and potential airstrike by the regime. 

DECEMBER 31

9
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“I will Try Again” 

The bombs are louder than my scream, Mom 

May be that’s the reason God cannot hear my prayers 

Let me try again when these planes go away 

If my heart keeps beating till then.

- Hnin

--a tribute to Lay Kaw Kaw Town, 
a place provided shelter & safety 
that I desperately needed 
when nowhere else was safe for me-- 

10
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Months ago, international or-
ganizations predicted that a 
humanitarian crisis loomed for 
Myanmar, but in the last quar-
ter of 2021, we witnessed prolif-
eration of displaced people, and 
urgent need for humanitarian 
assistance due to escalation of 
conflicts. Whether or not to en-
gage with the murderous regime 
is the major ethical question that 
both local and international non-
profit organizations face after 
the military coup. 

This month, we talked to a co-
ordinator from an internation-
al non-government organiza-
tion (INGO) which has an active 
MOU with the Ministry of Health 
and Sports (MoHS). We talked 
about how the NGO works have 
changed since the coup, and the 
dilemmas that NGOs/INGOs face 
in times of crisis.

Q: What is your role in the or-
ganization?
A: My role is in providing technical 
assistance to the partner organi-
zations such as local non-prof-
it organizations, international 
non-profit organizations, and 

the government officials. My 
role does not necessarily involve 
ground work, but I am in charge 
of operations of a local organiza-
tion that works in the fields pro-
viding healthcare services.

Q: What are the target areas of 
your organization? And what 
sort of services do you provide?
A: We are more of an organiza-
tion that works for advocacy but 
not excluding providing technical 
assistance. We provide technical 
assistance and training of new 
tools to the partnered organiza-
tions and government officials. 
For example, new tools that are 
used in WHO may not be familiar 
in Myanmar, and that’s where we 
came in to bridge the gap. We 
are mostly in the healthcare sec-
tor, and with the MOU we have 
with the government, our work 
is mainly in Yangon and Naypy-
idaw.

Q: After the coup in February, 
how did your work transform 
since medical workers from 
MoHS were the ones who ini-
tiated the Civil Disobedience 
Movement (CDM)? 
A: It disturbed our work com-
pletely. If our main task is to 
provide technical assistance to 
other local non-governmental 
organizations and international 
organizations, we can contin-
ue our work. But, since we have 
many programs working with the 
government staff, all the activi-
ties got halted. The government 
officials who acted as our point 
of contact are often senior level 
officials who also joined CDM. So 
since February until now, we have 

had no formal communications 
with the department anymore as 
an organization. All the programs 
designed to collaborate with the 
MoHS had stopped. Other pro-
grams that we planned to launch 
in 2021 were also moved to other 
countries.

Q: What’s the status of MOU 
since there is no engagement 
and no collaboration?
A: The MOU is still valid, but we 
no longer have engagement with 
the government. INGOs still have 
MOU with the MoHS, but there 
are just no meetings or engage-
ment from both sides now. We 
used to have many consultation 
meetings with government part-
ners and other NGO partners, 
but not anymore. Even the big 
ones initiated by WHO and the 
UN are no longer there. As far as I 
know, there is no formal commu-
nication from any NGOs and IN-
GOs to the State Administrative 
Council (SAC) now. There might 
be some interpersonal friend-
ships between the people, but 
no more work-related communi-
cations happening. 

Q: Since there are no oper-
ations for the public sector, 
what about the provision of 
technical assistance to local 
NGOs? Does your organization 
still work with them?
A: We still support private sector 
health organizations that do not 
have any partnership with the 
SAC. The medical workers who 
left the job to join CDM had re-
ferred their patients to private 
healthcare service providers 
before they left. With the refer-

The NGO Dilemma: 
An Interview on Supporting 
Myanmar in the Time of Crisis
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rals, we continue to support lo-
cal private healthcare providers 
like neighborhood clinics. Also, 
there is a new trend in our IN-
GOs and NGOs settings, that we 
are trying to give support to the 
private sector since the pub-
lic sector collapsed. Before the 
coup, many INGOs and NGOs 
alike had to think of sustainabil-
ity which means partnering with 
the government programs. In or-
der for us to design a successful 
program that has a good impact 
and is sustainable for a long term, 
we need to design programs that 
are binded in the programs of the 
government. Since this has col-
lapsed, many now have shifted 
to supporting the private sector.

Q: As you may know, there were 
criticisms made against the 
INGOs in the beginning of the 
coup as there was no response 
from them either against the 
coup or to the escalating crisis. 
Why do you think INGOs re-
sponded slowly? 

A: It is largely due to the policy 
although no organizations oper-
ate similarly. When the coup was 
staged, the views of the locals 
and of the foreigners from the 
headquarters were very differ-
ent. As an organization, we are 
trained to stay neutral in such a 
political crisis, and the main task 
is to provide service to our ben-
eficiaries. Many INGOs, in the 
beginning, tended to stay low 
profile and chose to be neutral. 
So, there were criticisms on that 
matter. Next, I personally think 
that many INGOs are intended 
for development projects since 
they sprung out during the last 
five years for programmes in-
tended for development or for 
system or policy changes. There-
fore, they are not designed or 
familiar with emergency or cri-
sis response. They were ill-pre-
pared. Local response was much 
quicker than those of INGOs and 
NGOs. Also, in the beginning, 
leadership positions at INGOs 
thought this would quickly be 
over after the protests and riots. 
They expected that there would 
be negotiations, and the crisis 
would be over in no time.

Q: What kind of challenges do 
you face in the current political 
climate while providing techni-
cal assistance to local organiza-
tions from the private sector?
A: It’s been really difficult be-
cause it is almost impossible for 
the private sector to exist on its 
own without support from the 
public sector. For example, when 
we want to set a new guideline, 
we would need endorsement 
from the government. Without it, 
it will just be used internally in the 
organizations. Also, for the MOU 
we have with the government, 
it only lasts two years. Some or-
ganizations’ MOU have expired. 
The SAC was not so strict with 
the MOU before, but these days 
they have been asking for MOU 

if any project activities are to be 
implemented in the areas. During 
Covid third wave, some organi-
zations wanted to help with re-
sponse and relief efforts, but the 
SAC kept asking for MOU. If we 
wanted to help with Covid re-
sponse, they asked us to sign a 
new MOU with the SAC. These 
are the challenges we are facing. 
There are also taxation that we 
had to follow. The biggest prob-
lem as an organization is, I think, 
taxation. It is alright for an indi-
vidual to avoid paying taxes to 
the SAC as a form of CDM such 
as electricity bills and license for 
private vehicles. But for organi-
zations, they cannot avoid pay-
ing big taxes such as licenses for 
organizations’ vehicles and elec-
tricity bills. Every organization 
varies how they decide. Some try 
to avoid paying, but some pay.

Q: Have you ever faced person-
ally or heard of any frustrations 
working in this sector?
A: Of course. INGOs and NGOs’ 
responses are often very de-
layed. For example, in 2015, there 
was a big flood. People that were 
so quick to respond to the disas-
ter were locals and local charity 
groups rather than INGOs and 
NGOs. INGOs and NGOs only 
came when the emergency cas-
es ended and started to build re-
habilitation centers. When Karen 
refugees were in need of help 
during the past few days with the 
intense fighting in Lay Kay Kaw, 
not many INGOs went there for 
rescue. And it is even worse now 
that what happened in Karen-
ni State with the two staff from 
Save the Children. It will be hard-
er now for the INGOs to engage 
in emergency response. The 
main problem is their response is 
very slow due to the policy and 
regulations. Most INGOs also fo-
cus on development projects. So 
there is a big gap between peo-
ple’s expectations of the INGOs 

“Some regions 
have been labeled 
as red zones, and 
many staff were 
told to move out of 
the areas, and some 
operations have 
stopped in the ar-
eas with escalating 
violence. For me, I 
think this is only a 
matter of another 
horrendous crime 
committed by the 
SAC.”
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and what they can really do. Also, 
many INGOs do not have MOUs 
which allow them to provide 
emergency or crisis response. I 
think only a few in Rakhine State 
have that. MOU also limits what 
we can do and not do, especially 
when the political situation sud-
denly changes. 

Q: How is your response to 
the latest massacre in Hpruso, 
Karenni State, that involved 
two staff from Save the Chil-
dren? Should the staff working 
on the ground be better pro-
tected? What are the protec-
tion measures like in INGOs/
NGOs?
A: To be honest, there are many 
rules and regulations for safe-
ty and security from the INGOs/
NGOs. We are often trained even 
before this crisis. There are many 

precautions and measures for 
safety and security. Some re-
gions have been labeled as red 
zones, and many staff were told 
to move out of the areas, and 
some operations have stopped 
in the areas with escalating vio-
lence. For me, I think this is only 
a matter of another horrendous 
crime committed by the SAC. In-
humane act by the SAC.

Q: Do you think having a logo 
of the INGOs/NGOs would have 
saved them?
A: We actually thought about it 
and discussed this over and over. 
But, we concluded that it is still 
not safe even if we have the lo-
gos on our vehicles. The soldiers 
don’t care and they don’t un-
derstand. They can do whatever 
they want.

Q: How could INGOs have done 
better?
A: With the MOU we have, we can 
only focus on delivering better 
services for beneficiaries in our 
existing programs without any 
risks. So it is understandable that 
many people are frustrated over 
how INGOs and NGOs have been 
responding to the escalating hu-
manitarian crisis. But if we really 
want to engage in the response, 
then we have to sign a MOU that 
allows us to do such activities. 
Then, the question arises— are 
we going to engage with the 
SAC? That is a difficult question 
as we all know. But, I think the 
UN and other big humanitarian 
agencies have other mandates 
that will permit them to engage 
in an urgent humanitarian crisis. 

We write everyday to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

freedom-memoirs/

http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
http://mohingamatters.com/freedom-memoirs/
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For rest of the world, New Year is meant to be
hopeful, something to look forward. For a
country at war, this time of the year is not the
happiest for all of us. We mourn for our
brothers and sisters who gave their lives. We
continue to fight for many who are behind
bars, and others who are on the run and
finding for shelters. But we believe that this is
a good time to ponder what comes next for
our country. We collected opinions of fellow
freedom fighters about the journey of taking
back control of our nation.

Call me pessimistic because I do not think
we will win the revolution by next year.
Right now, it’s end game for both sides so
nobody wants to negotiate anymore. The
resistance forces have strong will, but
firepower is not balanced so more
casualties are expected, more people will
be in peril of instability. Everybody knows
the election in 2023 is nothing but a
pretence so I’m not intrigued by that. We
are now in 11th month. One side is a
dehumanised, fully armed institution, and
the other side, NUG, is very slow in action
despite people’s support. I wonder, maybe
we should find an armed dealer so that
we can buy weapons for PDF fighters. 

-PP, 30

I think a big change might have happened next
year. I don’t think the SAC will last long for the
next year, but it will try its best to stick to the
power though. We will need to fight our best to
get rid of the regime. I don’t believe in whatever
Min Aung Hlaing said. Even if he managed to
hold election in 2023 as he intended, it will be just
a sham.

-Noe, 32

No major changes, but I think Min Aung
Hlaing will offer cunning give-and-takes, like
making EAOs to choose between its people
and NUG/PDF. But the revolution will not die
out for sure. EAOs will continue its jobs. On
the other hand, NUG should be more
transparent than they are now. Next year,
situation will continue to be intense. More
loss should be expected. Min Aung Hlaing’s
reign can last longer. They have better
firepower so if they use heavy weapons,
things will get uglier, but it also depends on
how desperate the military will become. I
think it’s important for resistance forces to
follow the command of EAOs because they
are more experienced. NUG should take a
lead in creating transparent dialogues
among resistance forces. I think, this
revolution will take three years, or five years
in worst case scenario. I can’t predict the
future because things change swiftly but
dialogues and negations within alliance
forces is important.

-Tina, 26

 I guess I’m quite optimistic. We will see
more explicit support for NUG from the
international community. And more
defected soldiers from the military. In this
day and age, propaganda inside the
army bases will not work for a long time.
So I feel that anyone with basic principle
of mankind will switch sides. I don’t think
our revolution will succeed by next year
but PDFs will take control of more
territories in the country. Even if Min Aung
Hlaing is not removed by 2023, there will
definitely be fewer territories where he
can host his so called “election”.

-Lann, 33

There are many armed groups now so next year this
time, NUG maybe discussing in details with EAOs
and PDFs to how to move forward as a federal
government. No chance Min Aung Hlaing will be
alive (or in power) to hold the so-called election in
2023. But of cos, we can’t afford to stay calm. 

-Zin 25

I think things will not improve. It will be just as
intense as now. Min Aung Hlaing will
postpone the election again, but If he doesn’t,
it will just be a one-sided election where he
formed a new cabinet and continue doing all
the nonsense.

-Ko Myo, 33
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On December 13, Ministry of 
Planning, Finance, and Invest-
ment from the National Unity 
Government (NUG) of Myanmar 
announced cryptocurrency as 
an official currency to be used in 
Myanmar, voiding the announce-
ment by the Central Bank of 
Myanmar (CBM) on the crypto-
currency as the illegal method of 
money payment back in Novem-
ber 15, 2020. The cryptocurren-
cy in question is USDT which is 
a stablecoin, designed to always 
be worth 1 USD, maintaining 1 
USD in reserves for each teth-
er issued. Even on global scale, 
there are debates on the legality 
and use of cryptocurrency. With 
this declaration, people specu-
late whether it could really work 
in Myanmar as the major pop-
ulation of the country still has 
low digital and financial literacy 
level. Thereby, we have talked 
with some people in Myanmar 
from different background, from 
a tech geek to an enthusiastic 
NUG’s supporter to gain insights 
from people on their under-
standing of this latest financial 
tool forced upon us. 

Obviously, this introduction of 
USDT by NUG was born out of the 
ongoing risks Myanmar people 
face when relying on local bank 
transfers to donate towards Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM), 
People’s Defense Forces (PDF), 
and Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs). Bank accounts of those 
who actively support such orga-
nizations have been constantly 
frozen by respective banks, as 
ordered by State Administration 
Council (SAC). 

During our conversation with a 
supporter who has been con-

tributing towards the revolution 
against the military junta, she 
believed that stablecoins can 
be a good alternative to support 
CDM, PDF, and IDP camp. She 
said, “People would definitely 
rely on crypto as a safer meth-
od for the fundraising. Nway-Oo 
lottery (Spring Lottery) is just an 
example on the common enthu-
siasm most Myanmar citizens 
share on fighting against the mil-
itary regime”. However, she add-
ed, “There is a question of how 
much pro-democracy move-
ment supporters can distribute 
this currency through commu-
nity, and the risk where telecom 
companies and internet service 
providers are monitored by jun-
ta.” That being said, she said she 
would definitely be using USDT.

We also talked to someone on 
the run as she had to flee from 
Myanmar for safety on this mat-
ter. She also welcomed the 
NUG’s introduction of stablecoin. 
She said, “It is a great move not 
only for the present time but also 
for the future towards e-govern-
ment, but the biggest concern 
is the lack of financial literacy 
among Myanmar people while 
local and global scammers could 
loom large along with the trend”. 

Gen X (people born between the 
mid-1960s and the early-1980s) 
are wealthier populations in 
Myanmar, and therefore, she 
thought there is a need for ed-
ucating them about the crypto-
currency knowledge in order to 
receive a considerable amount 
of funding for this revolution. 
Though elderly generation could 
usually perform simple digital 
transactions such as transfer-
ring money from e-banking, they 

have to rely on advanced ser-
vices such as bill payments on 
younger generations. For their 
lack of knowledge on digital lit-
eracy, the older people usually 
prefer traditional methods, such 
as visiting to banks and relying 
greatly on cash. 

Furthermore, the issue with 
crypto is that they are intangi-
ble assets unlike cash, and that 
may result in trust issue for dig-
ital money like USDT. With mo-
bile banking crisis created by 
the reckless actions of Min Aung 
Hlaing on executing the coup, 
older generation will need more 
convincing to adopt crypto as 
their trust issue on digital money 
system is significantly shaken. 

The lady on the run concluded, 
“The success of the adoption for 
cryptocurrencies among the el-
der users who are certainly more 
loaded than youths depend on 
providing awareness trainings to 
them. I really wish cryptocurren-
cies be utilized to the point that 
we can eventually flip the mid-
dle finger to untrustworthy local 
banks”.

Other people we talked to are 
not very optimistic. While talking 
with a middle-aged respondent, 
he perceived cryptocurrency 
as one of the digital currencies 
which carry potential risks for 
frauds among users with limited 
digital literacy. Despite the con-
cern, he still thinks digital cur-
rency could be the best way to 
raise funds from the public who 
want to support the NUG. He 
said, “Although Myanmar people 
may be prone to scams and fish-
ing due to limited knowledge, 
we can never underestimate the 

Cryptocurrency: 
NUG’s another unrealistic dream?
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willpower of our people who 
have survived the atrocities of 
the coup for over ten months. 
Learning a crypoto technology 
may not be too complicated. So 
I strongly believe that Myanmar 
people will figure out the way to 
use cryptocurrency”. 

As the respondent himself has 
once been a victim of the vio-
lence by the junta’s subordinates, 
he understood that the SAC will 
once again find the ways to 
monitor and shut down anyone 
supporting NUG through digital 
currencies. Thus, he worries for  
personal safety of crypto users. 
He pointed out, “The responsi-
ble stakeholder, here probably 
NUG’s Ministry of Planning, Fi-
nance and Investment, should 
provide awareness sessions to 
people with limited digital and 
financial literacy, predominantly 
Gen X, on how to use the digital 
currencies, the pros and cons, for 
USDT stablecoin to become us-
able among Myanmar people”.

Two more interviewees with 
strong academic background, 
currently residing abroad, both 
acknowledged the usefulness of 
USDT stablecoin for NUG’s fund-
raising strategy. They said, “Since 
USDT is tethered to the US cur-
rency, we can also expect reli-
able stability of currency values 
without fluctuating. With SAC 
randomly arresting people and 
freezing bank accounts, stable-
coin could become the only scal-
able way for NUG to get dona-
tion from abroad without getting 
bogged down by the financial 
regulations, as NUG has previ-
ously faced the challenge of re-
trieving USD 9 million donations 
from GoFundMe campaign.”

One key advantage of digital cur-
rencies, such as USDT stablecoin, 
is that the government oversight 
is more lenient towards them 

than any financial institutions, 
thereby people can freely buy 
USDT as they wish and transfer 
to NUG at liberty. But the pair 
is still concerned because even 
if USDT stablecoin is decentral-
ized, the telecom infrastructure 
remains under the hands of the 
junta. Despite the fact that USDT 
allows some offline wallet/trans-
action capabilities, there poses a 
huge security risk when the ci-
vilian-elected government NUG 
could not control the mobile in-
frastructure. Therefore, the op-
timism on USDT to become the 
dominant currency in Myanmar 
is relatively low, and it is very 
unlikely that digital currency will 
become the most popular pay-
ment method in Myanmar, tak-
ing over local bank transfers and 
cash payment. 

From our interviews with the 
participants, we have come to 
an understanding that despite 
their limited knowledge on the 
digital currencies, Myanmar peo-
ple warmly embrace with NUG’s 
announcement of USDT as an 
official currency, and have high 
willingness to buy in support of 
NUG. However, for stablecoins to 
become to widely used in Myan-
mar, it will need many awareness 
sessions and training supports to 
the users. Crypto-users should 
also be wary of potential risks, 
such as scams, and SAC’s threats. 
The lack of control over telecom 
infrastructure could also pose as 
a challenge as users’ information 
can easily be traced by the junta 
with the help of internet service 
providers. Challenges may arise, 
but people’s common hatred on 
the junta will not stop them from 
buying NUG bonds. 

As one of our respondents re-
plied, “When there is a will, there 
is a way.” We all have the will to 
fight against the military regime 
till the end, and that determi-

nation alone will not prevent us 
from supporting pro-democracy 
movement in Myanmar. 

Currently, Binance, a cryptocur-
rency exchange platform, allows 
payment via local mobile bank-
ing, and we could potential-
ly consider that as a method to 
buy USDT. However, we should 
be cautious on solely relying on 
that method as the local banks 
can easily trace our payment his-
tory which are supposed to be 
the confidential information, and 
leak information to the junta. We 
could still rely on our friends and 
families overseas to buy digital 
currencies, and support NUG as 
it will be a safer method for our 
own safety. 

The Silent Strike on December 10 
proved how much we wanted to 
topple down the junta although 
the coup has been lasting for al-
most eleven months. To quote 
a Chinese proverb, a journey of 
a thousand-mile begins with a 
single step. Our first journey of 
a thousand-mile began back in 
February, and now we are some-
where in between the first mile 
and the thousand mile. From 
long queues at atm machines to 
cryptocurrency, we have come 
far, but we  need to keep moving 
to reach our final milestone of 
“Federal Democracy” in the end. 
We got to keep staying strong 
despite all the challenges and 
difficulties we have faced in the 
past, present and future. Myan-
mar people’s beloved Aung San 
Suu Kyi once said, “We will surely 
get to our destination if we join 
hands”.
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PEOPLE 'S  RESISTANCE  WAR  AGA INST  MILITARY  JUNTA

Source: Assistance Association for Political Prisoners,
Khit Thit Media, NUG's Website 

NUMBER  OF  SKIRMISHES  BY  DATE

242

skirmishes took place in December 
between regime forces and 
EAOs and PDF

94

battles took place in Sagaing Region
alone

80

resistance fighters have fallen

13

states & regions saw clashes except
in Ayarwaddy and Rakhine

2004

junta's soldiers were killed 

SAC & BGF PDF, KIA, KNLA, 
KNDF, CDF, CNF &

MORE
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