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A year ago today, we woke up to 
the news of coup d’état staged 
by Min Aung Hlaing, and internet 
shutdown. No one with logical 
explanation could make sense 
of the coup because it uprooted 
the 2008 Constitution entirely 
no matter how much Min Aung 
Hlaing convinced the world that 
the power seizure was legal and 
legitimate. A year after the coup, 
the country is in complete chaos, 
yet he kept on blabbering how 
the State Administration Council 
(SAC) would restore peace and 
stability in his new year speech. 

But what is peace when the en-
tire country is raging with wild-
fire of armed resistance? Eth-
nic armed organizations (EAOs) 
and local people defense forces 
fought together against the SAC 
forces in ethnic areas. Notably in 
January, Loikaw Town of Karenni 
State was heavily targeted by the 
regime forces. Resistance fight-
ers from Karenni State shared 
that SAC forces used both small 
and heavy artillery on ground 
fighting, and used fighter jets and 
helicopters for aerial attacks. The 
wildfire of clashes in Karen State, 
started by the raid at Lay Kay 
Kaw Town last month, continued 
to spread all over the state. Base 
camp of Democratic Karen Bud-
dhist Army (DKBA), one of the 
Karen EAOs which transported 
aid for internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs), was also raided by 
the joint forces of the regime and 
Karen Border Guard Force (BGF). 
Battles also broke out in North-
ern Shan State where the regime 
forces and Ta’ang National Liber-
ation Army (TNLA) engaged. The 
central plain region continued to 
suffer the atrocities committed 
by the regime. Aerial attacks and 
torches on villages were reported 
in Sagaing and Magway regions 
this month as retaliations for the 
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resistance attacks. Regardless, 
such wildfire of armed resistance 
will not be put out any time soon.

The proliferation of conflicts only 
means the increasing number of 
IDPs in the country. In the recent 
data released by United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, 
a total of 406,000 are currently 
displaced from their homes due 
to the instability and insecurity 
since the coup in February 2021, 
with the highest number of IDPs 
in the southeastern part of the 
country. 

While rural areas are war-torn, 
cities across the country showed 
the pretense of peace, yet the 
frequent guerilla attacks of urban 
underground groups took off the 
mask. Since we are living in the 
time of survival of the fittest, ur-
banites have no choice but to 
operate their lives as normal as 
possible. Yet, the hatred towards 
the military and distaste towards 
the soldiers loom large. People 
who still have jobs donate their 
incomes to support to resistance 
forces and to provide humanitar-
ian aid for their brothers and sis-
ters in the forest. 

Turning a blind eye on the peo-
ple’s suffering, Prime Minister of 
Cambodia and current chair of 
ASEAN Hun Sen came and shook 
the blood-soaked hand of Min 
Aung Hlaing, claiming to help re-
store peace in Myanmar. Plane 
and ship from Iran and Russia 
arrived in Myanmar, delivering 
arms and weapons this month. 
While the United Nations was 
busy issuing statements, Min 
Aung Hlaing’s kins have been 
bluntly and effectively helping 
him killing more people. On the 
bright side, after months of lob-
bying, France’s TotalEnergies and 
the US Chevron finally decided to 

officially terminate their projects 
with Myanmar Oil and Gas Enter-
prise (MOGE), and similar deci-
sion was followed by Australia’s 
Woodside Petroleum.

Termination of foreign projects 
means that people will be unem-
ployed in the free-falling econ-
omy. According to the Interna-
tional Labor Organization (ILO)’s 
latest report, about 1.6 million 
jobs were terminated in 2021, 
destructing the livelihoods of 
factory workers and construction 
workers. World Bank’s Myanmar 
Economic Monitor reported that 
the nations’ economy shrank 18% 
in the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and 
that there was no hope of recov-
ery due to the instability and the 
pandemic. As the military regime 
goes down, it takes the entire 
country down with them. Yet, 
the people continued to resist 
the regime with whatever ener-
gy and resource they have left. 

Looking back at the post 12 
months, we have raised the stake 
extremely high. We have invest-
ed so much in this revolution, we 
have given so many lives, wheth-
er dead or alive. We are past the 
point of no return. With faith in 
the revolution and in our victo-
ry, we get ready to face further 
hardship and longer journey. 

“While rural areas 
are war-torn, cities 
across the country 
showed the pre-
tense of peace, yet 
the frequent gue-
rilla attacks of ur-
ban underground 
groups took off the 
mask.”
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Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing gave a new year 
speech, saying that new steps will be taken for 
peace this year and all stakeholders will be invit-
ed to discuss peace.

Battles broke out in Min Lat Pan and Phalu Gyi 
villages of Myawaddy Township in Karen State 
entire day between regime’s forces and joint 
forces of Karen EAOs.
Junta’s airstrikes against local resistance forces 
were witnessed in Wetlet Township of Sagaing 
Region. 

Reports came out that there were disharmonies 
going on within Min Aung Hlaing’s army as Myan-
mar Economics Holding Limited (MEHL) failed to 
provide dividends to the soldiers. 
In Nant Kham Town, the northern part of Shan 
State, a battle broke out between Ta’ang Nation-
al Liberation Army (TNLA) and junta’s forces.

The SAC issued an announcement that the elec-
tricity can be cut off any time between 7am to 
11pm in the whole country. Junta also announced 
that it would start charging 20,000 MMK tax on 
the purchase of phone sim cards as well as more 
tax would be imposed on the internet services.
Killing of nine Chin ethnic people, including a 
13-year-old boy, who were detained as local 
guides by the junta troops, took place in Matupi 
Township.

SAC’s forces dropped air bombs in Karenni 
(Kayah) State. The Karenni National Progressive 
Party (KNPP) issued an emergency statement 
calling on the international community to take 
immediate action against the aerial attacks. 

2022 January 
Timeline January 1, 2022

January 3, 2022

January 5, 2022

January 6, 2022

January 8, 2022

January 2, 2022

January 4, 2022

January 7, 2022

January 10, 2022

News came out that a plane from Iran’s Qeshm 
Fars Air carrying 12 Iranians had landed in Naypy-
idaw on December 30, dropping military equip-
ment. 
Netizens paid tribute to the new year 2761 of Kar-
en calendar and vowed to work harder to achieve 
the collective goal of a federal democratic state.
U Htay Aung, a pro-military supporter, was sent 
to Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
countries by the junta in an attempt to mitigate 
the pressure for the genocide ahead of ICJ trial.

A clash broke out again on the south side of 
Myawaddy, about ten miles away from Lay Kay 
Kaw.
Regime forces launched airstrikes on Gahe vil-
lage, Inndaw Township, Sagaing.
Only five countries such as Russia, Cambodia, 
Belarus, Serbia and North Korea sent courtesy 
messages to State Administration Council (SAC) 
on the Annual Independence Day despite having 
diplomatic relations with 125.

Clashes between regime’s soldiers and local re-
sistance forces took place in downtown Loikaw, 
displacing thousands of people.
The joint local forces of Chin State such as 
CDF-Zotung, CDF-Lautu and CDF-Matupi had 
to defend the intruding junta’s troops in Matupi 
Town.
Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen met with 
Min Aung Hlaing in two-day Myanmar visit, the 
first by a head of government since the coup.
The Chinese Embassy in Myanmar contacted the 
NUG and urged not to attack Chinese-invested 
businesses and projects in Myanmar.

State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi was sen-
tenced to four more years in prison by the SAC-
run court: two years for possessing an unlicensed 
walkie-talkie, two years for breaching Coronavi-
rus restriction. 
An outpost of Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA) in Phalu Lay Village, which have been 
transporting aid for the IDPs, was attacked by 
regime troops with both land and air forces.
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January 14, 2022

January 11, 2022

January 16, 2022

January 18, 2022

January 20, 2022

A total of 67 Karen civil society organizations 
(CSOs) wrote an open letter to U.S President Joe 
Biden and France President Emmanuel Macron 
in an attempt to impose economic sanctions on 
natural gas tax payments to Myanmar junta.
SAC held the 11th press conference in which its 
spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun said that the 
military arrested about 10,000 resistance fight-
ers.

Special Task Agency of Burma (STA) blasted two 
bombs at Htoo gas station owned by crony Tay 
Za, and the entire station was burned down. 
In Karenni (Kayah) State, regime forces launched 
aerial attacks with two fighter jets at Nan Mae 
Khon  Village. 

Regime forces and Karen National Union (KNU)’s 
forces continued confronting in Brigade 1 and 5 
territories. 
Two reporters and one office staff of Dawei 
Watch media were abducted in Dawei Town of 
Tanintharyi Region.

Sagaing based Special Attacking Force (SAF) re-
ported that their production of 9-bullets shot-
gun has been finally accomplished after testing 
the production for over two months.

January 12, 2022

January 13, 2022

January 15, 2022

January 17, 2022

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen proposed 
the formation of Troika, a commission consisting 
of representatives from Cambodia, Brunei and In-
donesia which aims to facilitate ceasefire and to 
bring peace to Myanmar. 
Regarding Aung San Suu Kyi’s sentence on Janu-
ary 10, the European Union (EU) released a state-
ment that, “the trial was politically motivated” 
and “these proceedings are a clear attempt to 
exclude democratically elected leaders, includ-
ing Aung San Suu Kyi and the National League for 
Democracy, from the inclusive dialogue process 
called for by ASEAN’s Five Point Consensus”.

The joint army of junta’s soldiers and border guard 
forces (BGF) raided Bo Salone Station of Demo-
cratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) in Myawaddy 
Township of Karen State.
Another Qeshm Fars Air owned flight departed 
from Iran arrived at Naypyidaw airport, dropping 
off military equipment for the second time in a 
month. 

Junta’s fighter jets dropped bombs in Htigyaing 
Township of Sagaing Region while clashes inten-
sified in Karen State as the junta’s attack on Bo 
Salone base camp of Democratic Karen Burmese 
Army (DKBA) continued.
The ASEAN’s Foreign Ministers Meeting in Siem 
Reap to be held on January 19 in which junta’s 
representative was invited got postponed “indef-
initely” because Malaysia’s foreign minister and 
Singapore prime minister opposed to the idea of 
engaging with the regime.

Regime forces used fighter jets during the clash 
against Chin resistance forces in Tedim, Chin 
State.

Regime’s Air Force attacked an IDP camp of the 
people who had fled nearby villages of Hpruso in 
Karenni (Kayah) State.
Philippine Foreign Minister Teodoro Locsin said 
that NLD leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was es-
sential to Myanmar’s democratic transition and 
should be involved in talks.

January 19, 2022

January 21, 2022

U Kyaw Soe Naing, a former NLD Parliament 
Representative from Nganzun Township, was 
arrested by SAC in Ywarthigyi village, Sagaing 
Region.

Oil giants TotalEnergies and Chevron finally an-
nounced that they are withdrawing from their 
gas project in Myanmar.
Junta media announced that its court sentenced 
the 88 Generation activist Ko Jimmy and NLD 
MP Phyo Zeyar Thaw to death.
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January 24, 2022

January 26, 2022

January 27, 2022

January 29, 2022

January 31, 2022

More than 100 Myanmar people were arrested in 
Thailand for illegal immigration, caused by insta-
bilities on Myanmar side of border. 
A ship from Russia named Captain Yakubovich 
(AZSCO) arrived in Thilawa Port, dropping heavy 
weaponry, explosives and artillery shells, then 
left the port immediately.

In Khin-U Township of Sagaing Region, six peo-
ple from Shwe Yamin Village were murdered 
in cold blood by State Administration Council 
(SAC)’s soldiers. 

The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) 
began the first four-day “people’s congress”.
U Hanthar Myint, the central executive member 
of the National League for Democracy (NLD), 
was released from prison citing his deteriorating 
health. 
At least two households were arrested and 
seized for speaking out in favor of Silent Strike in 
Yangon and Pyin Oo Lwin.

Netizens expressed tribute to the fifth anniver-
sary of the assassination of U Ko Ni, the legal ad-
visor to the State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the National League for Democracy (NLD) as 
well as an expert on constitution law.
China’s UN ambassador said that the UN Securi-
ty Council’s primary goal in strife-torn Myanmar 
should be to avoid more violence and a civil war.
Lin Ka Taw Police Station from Magway Region’s 
Myaing Township was reportedly raided and oc-
cupied by the local People’s Defense Forces.

Junta media announced the extension of “State 
of Emergency” for the next six months with vid-
eo footage of Vice President U Myint Swe at a 
meeting of National Defense and Security Coun-
cil. 
US, as a part of coordinated action with the UK 
and Canada, imposed targeted sanctions on 
junta appointed Attorney General Thida Oo, Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Tun Tun Oo and An-
ti-Corruption Commission Chairman Tin Oo. On 
business side, Jonathan Myo Kyaw Thaung, the 
CEO of KT group; Tay Za, notorious crony who 
deals arms for the junta, and his two adult sons 
received the sanction.

January 23, 2022

January 25, 2022

January 28, 2022

January 30,2022

About  20 houses from Nat Gyi Village in Sagaing 
Region’s Kani Township were torched and de-
stroyed after the junta forces advanced along 
the Chindwin River.
Artisanal oil wells from Magway Region’s Myaing 
and Pauk townships were reported to have been 
burned down by regime’s soldiers.
Fighting between EAOs and the military were 
reported in Chin and Shan states, and Sagaing 
Region.

Min Aung Hlaing’s Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications revised the new cybersecurity 
law to strengthen the state’s control over the in-
ternet such as social networks and online trans-
actions, and added a clause to penalize the use 
of VPN in the country.
Sweden Embassy in Yangon released a state-
ment which condemned the death sentence on 
pro-democracy activist Ko Jimmy and NLD MP 
Phyo Zeyar Thaw. 
Pro-democracy people planned for another day 
of Silent Strike on February 1 with closures of 
shops and businesses. 

Australian energy giant Woodside Petroleum an-
nounced that it will officially exit from Myanmar, 
ending the contracts with Myanmar Oil and Gas 
Enterprise (MOGE).
Junta’s court in Nyaung Shwe Prison sentenced 
former Shan State Chief Minister Dr Lin Htut and 
Minister for Planning and Finance U Soe Nyunt 
Lwin for 16 years of imprisonment.

The NUCC held press conference after its 3-day 
virtual people’s congress. The congress issued a 
10-point statement calling for the military junta 
to be prosecuted at the International Criminal 
Court and also called on the international com-
munity and the UN for the establishment of safe 
havens in conflict-prone areas. 
The Karen National Union/Karen National Lib-
eration Army Brigade No.5 made an announce-
ment, asking the civil servants working for the 
military council to leave the township between 
February 1 and 10.
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The Price to Freedom,
and One Way to Reduce It
This issue for January 2022 
means that it has been exactly 
one year since the military stole 
our future. Since then, the loom-
ing threat of violence by the mil-
itary that had never gone away 
over past decade gets more viv-
id, and its scale had grown expo-
nentially. On the final days be-
fore last year’s darkest moment, 
we would like to take a step back 
and analyze how we got this far, 
and how domestic and foreign 
players reacted to the enfolding 
events in Myanmar.

Before analyzing how things 
turned this way, we would like 
to present a snapshot of the dip-
lomatic and domestic events 
surrounding Myanmar in early 
this month. In January 7 and 8, 
Cambodian Prime Minister and 
Chairman of ASEAN Mr. Hun 
Sen paid a visit to Myanmar; af-
ter meeting with the junta Min 
Aung Hlaing (addressed as the 
Prime Minister of Myanmar by 
the Cambodian strongman), Mr. 
Hun Sen declared the mission a 
success by claiming, “I have vis-
ited Myanmar to contribute to 
avoid the country from violence 
and civil war through ceasefire, 
and humanitarian crisis through 
aids”. Proudly and defiantly 
against the skeptics, he went on 
to say, “Those who are against 
ceasefire means you want peo-
ple dead and wounded by war. 
Those who are against humani-
tarian assistance mean you want 
people to die without food, med-
icine and vaccinations to prevent 
COVID-19”. For those who are 
completely ignorant on the past, 
present and future of events un-
folding in Myanmar, such state-
ments might have been a result 

of naiveté. However, for a key 
international player such as the 
ASEAN Chairman, it was an ab-
solute travesty. Ceasefire or not, 
violence had never stopped here, 
and if anything, Hun Sen’s vis-
it only emboldened the junta’s 
troops. At the very moment Hun 
Sen and Min Aung Hlaing were 
having a good time together in 
Naypyidaw, Min Aung Hlaing’s 
troops were rampaging the civil-
ian populace across the country, 
the most notable being air and 
artillery strikes on Loikaw Town, 
marking the first time where a 
state capital faced such assault. 
For the humanitarian assistanc-
es in the forms of food, medi-
cine and COVID reliefs Mr. Hun 
Sen mentioned, either his for-
eign ministry did not brief him 
on how Min Aung Hlaing and his 
thugs are blocking all of those 

things or his view of humanitari-
an assistance differs greatly from 
the rest of the world. Since then 
both the attacks and other atroc-
ities continue unabated across 
the country, exactly just as be-
fore the “successful” visit. While 
we understand that few is free 
from inflating success, blatantly 
portraying large scale killing and 
torturing as peace and humani-
tarian support is something out 
of the world. Likewise, remarks 
by China’s ambassador to the UN 
in a few days ago, stating “The 
world must work to avert more 
violence, bloodshed and even 
civil war in Myanmar”, only made 
the people of Myanmar think 
what we were having all this time 
if these were not violence and 
civil war.
From the wider international 
actors, majority of politicians, 
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thinkers and activists are not 
impressed about the trip. With-
in ASEAN, Malaysian Foreign 
Minister discloses split opin-
ions regarding the visit. Like-
wise, among others who do not 
find the visit beneficial, a flurry 
of statements and media inter-
views came out. However, China 
was quick to commend the re-
sults of the trip, by standing firm 
on its call of Min Aung Hlaing as 
the leader of Myanmar. Japan, 
whose primary interest is in bal-
ancing China’s influence and 
couldn’t be picky about who they 
associate with, follows suit. 
From us of the Mohinga Matters, 
the above portrays what was 
happening in Myanmar since 
February 1, 2021. In the midst of 
international stakeholders delib-
erately backing the junta, as in 
the case of Hun Sen, China and 
Russia, or vehemently decrying 
the junta’s abuses while not able 
to slow down junta’s onslaught, 
as in the case of much of the civ-
ilized countries, the armed con-
flict gets wider in scope. More-
over, while evidences of junta’s 
atrocities surface regularly, any 
hope of stopping them, let alone 
getting them accountable, re-

ceiving submarine from China. 
The options for us within the 
country is clear since Febru-
ary 1, 2021, and that’s between 
fighting and subjugation. We 
chose to fight out of despera-
tion, however we sustain that 
way out of courage.

Throughout our struggle, we 
notice that international me-
dia and experts view have 
shifted remarkably in one 
year. Over 2021, during Febru-
ary and March, hardly anyone 
thought we could resist the 
military. By April and May, the 
most sickening lines at the in-
ternational media is how the 
junta’s 500,000 strong mili-
tary dwarfs all resistance forc-
es combined. By August and 
September, observers came 
to realize that the resistance 
against military have gained 
strong base and would not be 
easily extinguished. Right now, 
at one full year, the resistance 
is getting stronger, and most 
observer would have to agree 
that the military institution, 
which have plagued the nation 
since General Ne Win staged 
a coup in 1962, is facing their 
biggest ever threat. For an 
army that is hampered by de-
cades of corruption and abuse 
of power, facing this magni-
tude of challenge means high 
desertions and low morale. 
When it comes to armed con-
flict, ethnic armed organiza-
tions, and newly-formed and 
poorly equipped people de-
fense forces are beating jun-
ta’s military across the country. 
Still, the price of our struggle is 
high. As the junta’s troops de-
liberately target civilian popu-
lation, the price comes in term 
of smoking villages, looted 
houses and mass graves for 
the civilians.
However, we believe that the 
international community have 

mains distant. The internation-
al community have incessantly 
talked about peace and warned 
against humanitarian disaster 
in Myanmar over past one year, 
yet a failed state scenario of 
armed conflict being compound-
ed by collapse in economic and 
social (the most notable being 
health) aspects have taken firm 
roots. Never before in Myanmar’s 
post-colonial history we have 
witnessed this large-scale turbu-
lence, with lives and livelihoods 
perishing at the hands of junta’s 
soldiers in every hour.

However, surprisingly the peo-
ple’s spirit remains upbeat. The 
atrocities committed by junta’s 
soldiers failed to pacify the peo-
ple, and instead serve as recruit-
ment and fundraising drives. 
Since the formation of National 
Unity Government (NUG) in mid-
April, people have already de-
termined that the armed strug-
gle is the only way and we have 
to keep fighting even without 
anyone’s help. The calls for in-
ternational armed-intervention 
ceased even before that. Most 
importantly, the people of many 
ethnics become willing to look 
beyond racial and religious di-
visions and came to see mili-
tary rule as the biggest threat 
to freedom of everyone. As the 
Economist put sarcastically, the 
generals have united the country 
– against themselves. This men-
tality of self-reliance and over-
coming ethnic strife is already 
proving to be influential factors 
in our struggle towards a free 
and just society. For the people, 
let alone towards the yammering 
of Hun Sen, most no longer care 
at the military hardware deliv-
ery towards the junta by friendly 
countries, whether a Russian ship 
arriving to Yangon and delivering 
weaponry to the junta, as report-
ed in the local media, or when Min 
Aung Hlaing held a ceremony re-

“When it comes 
to armed conflict, 
ethnic armed or-
ganizations, and 
newly-formed and 
poorly equipped 
people defense 
forces are beat-
ing junta’s military 
across the coun-
try.”
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an important role in reducing hu-
manitarian costs of our struggle. 
Most countries around the world 
is not acknowledging Min Aung 
Hlaing’s administration as the 
government of Myanmar. Ever 
increasing sanctions and repu-
tational costs have forced even 
western oil and gas firms such 
as Total and Chevron (which had 
been major source of legitimate 
foreign currency for successive 
juntas, and had little problem 
dealing with previous junta Gen-
eral Than Shwe) to withdraw 
from Myanmar. Without the in-
ternational community putting 
pressure to junta these wouldn’t 
have happened. The NUG seems 
to be fully aware of that and they 

are seen exploring every way in 
expanding their legitimacy and 
restricting that of the junta’s ad-
ministration. However, it is also 
important that the people of 
Myanmar understand this. Back 
in early 2021, the realization that 
no foreign military-intervention 
would come is a pivotal moment 
in our march towards freedom, 
likewise understanding to effec-
tively engage with internation-
al community to restrict junta’s 
fund and influence would be 
equally important. 

Earlier this article, we claimed 
that Myanmar is turning into a 
failed state now. Since we the 
people of Myanmar determined 

to resist military rule at all cost, 
that became unavoidable. How-
ever, with our prudence and grit, 
and with the support of interna-
tional community, we can en-
sure fail-state scenario will last 
shortest. We will pay the price 
for freedom no matter the cost, 
however, having more effective 
sanctions against the junta’s mil-
itary would mean a reduction in 
our costs, paid in terms of our 
livelihoods, sweat and blood.
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In one year of resistance, we 
have discovered our real friends 
and foes along the way. Alliances 
and friendships are formed. Old 
friends part their ways for differ-
ent beliefs, but new friends work 
together with the common goal 
of defying the military regime. 
In the 2020 General Election, 
policy reform advocate Laphai 
Maw Htun Aung ran for a seat 
in the parliament, representing 
Shan Nationalities League for 
Democracy (SNLD) and compet-
ing against some of his current 
colleagues from the National 
Unity Government (NUG). A few 
months after the military coup, 
Laphai Maw Htun Aung joined 
the civilian-elected NUG, took 
the position of Deputy Minister 
for the Ministry of Electricity and 
Energy (MOEE) despite politi-
cal differences with the Nation-
al League for Democracy (NLD) 
members who are majority in the 
NUG. This month, we talked with 
Deputy Minister Laphai Maw 
Htun Aung; from his decision to 
join the NUG to milestones that 
his ministry has achieved, and 
the future of our revolution. 

Q: We’ve known you from your 
candidacy in the 2020 Election 
representing Shan National-
ities League for Democracy 
(SNLD). What made you join 
the National Unity Government 
(NUG)?
A: It’s simple. I want to take part 
in this revolution from any way 
that I can. And this may be the 
last chance for our generation to 
move towards the path of fed-
eral democracy. I see that this is 
the real chance to be free from 

military dictatorship, and that’s 
why I joined NUG. As you know, 
I contested in 2020 Election from 
SNLD, but my work has always 
been about policy reform and 
governance reform for the past 
10 years, regarding natural re-
sources, extractive industry, and 
public financial management. 
In 2020, I decided to run in the 
election with the SNLD, but I did 
not consider NLD because look-
ing at its track record, I did not 
like some of their policies, and I 
didn’t feel that they were com-
mitted to federal democracy. 
That’s why I contested in North-
ern Shan State, representing the 
SNLD. I didn’t win the seat, and 
only ranked as first runner up 
because election frauds took 
place in my constituency. Not 
committed by NLD but by other 
political parties. So I was in the 
middle of the reporting process 
for election fraud. Just one week 
before the first court hearing for 
my case, the military coup took 
place. Since then, I’ve been ex-
plicitly rejecting the coup both in 
Northern Shan State, and on my 
personal Facebook page. When 
CRPH and NUG were formed, I 
was advising them. 

Like I said before, I don’t agree 
with the NLD in many policy ar-
eas but I have had good rela-
tions with the Central Executive 
Committee and Central Commit-
tee members, and MPs. So I was 
advising them from the outside 
after the coup, before I officially 
took NUG position. I did not see 
any other platforms emerged af-
ter a while, so I thought, by tak-
ing an official position at NUG, 

I will be able to do something, 
speak something at least. The 
main reason, above all, is that 
I want no regret in the future 
about what I could have done. In 
this critical time of our country, I 
want to give it my all, using all my 
capacity and doing all my best, 
despite what kind of result we 
will get at the end of the day. So 
with that spirit, I joined the NUG. 

Q: When you joined the NUG, 
we thought you would be work-
ing in the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation (MONREC), con-
sidering your background. But 
some of us were surprised that 
you took a role in MOEE. So 
why is that? 
A: Yeah, many people saw me in 
MONREC. Actually, oil and gas as 
a part of the extractive industry, 
is also one of my expertise so I 
do not have a problem working 
in this ministry. Also, in terms of 
responsibility-sharing among the 
ministries, NUG focuses more on 
the collective effort in winning 
this revolution, rather than for-
malities in respective ministries, 
and that’s fine with me. So I ac-
cepted the position of Deputy 
Minister of MOEE at the NUG.

Shouldering People’s Hopes and 
Fighting the Legitimate Battle: 
Interview with an NUG Minster
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Q: What kind of success have 
your ministry have carried out 
since its formation?
A: I’d rather call them as small 
milestones, but we can also take 
these as success. First of all, the 
public is more enlightened than 
ever. I’ve always been an advo-
cate for public financial manage-
ment, like how the authorities 
have been using the public funds. 
If we want to cripple the military 
regime, we have to cut its income 
sources, and they have three 
sources of income. The first one 
is its income from natural sourc-
es such as selling of oil and gas, 
jade and gemstones, forests and 
lands, etc. The second source is 
tax and revenues such as income 
tax, commercial tax, municipal 
tax, and electricity bills. The last 
one is international aid and sup-
port such as development loans. 
We need to stop these incomes 
for the military. Based on these, 
our ministry has done a lot, and 
the public willingly has joined the 
boycotts such as boycotting the 
electricity bill, tax payments as 
a form of civil disobedience. The 

public showed the illegitimacy of 
the State Administration Coun-
cil (SAC), and showed disobedi-
ence. These are our milestones 
of course. In terms of cutting in-
come sources from sales of nat-
ural resources, TotalEnergies has 
withheld a part of the payables, 
not all, to the SAC, and recently 
both Total and Chevron decided 
to suspend their operations in 
Myanmar due to the deteriora-
tion of human rights situations. 
This is, yet again, another mile-
stone. Internally, our ministry 
has also managed to reform and 
worked together with People’s 
Administration Teams as well. 
Besides, we were able to do oth-
er things which cannot be said 
publicly.

Q: Regarding the boycott of 
electricity bills, some people 
are frustrated because the re-
gime used force to collect elec-
tricity bills. So what would you 
advise to these people?
A: If the household’s electricity 
bills are more than 10 lakh Myan-
mar Kyats, we advise the house-
hold owner to switch to a solar 
system. For families that can af-
ford, if they can spend about 20 
lakh, they can switch to a solar 
system which can run the water 
mortar as well. But this solution 
is for the households that can 
afford, of course, with their own 
compound and all. For those 
with apartments, we understand 
there are limited options for 
them. Our main strategy in this 
boycott is 1) to not pay the bill, 2) 
to delay the payment as long as 
possible and 3) to disrupt the re-
gime’s cash flow as much as we 
can. So, we encourage the public 
to not pay the bill until soldiers 
come in and cut the cables at 
their homes. It’s still very diffi-
cult for those who live in apart-
ments. In those cases, we advise 
the public to negotiate and pay 
electricity bills but only for like 

three months, then stall for a few 
months to delay the payment. So 
these are the tactics we encour-
age the public to use.

Q: We have heard reports 
about the military regime’s 
environmental crimes such as 
extracting natural resources, 
illegal logging, etc. Regarding 
these, does your ministry take 
records and then report to in-
ternational organizations? Like 
the way the Ministry of Human 
Rights does to the regime’s 
crimes against humanity. 
A: No, we haven’t done anything 
like that. But under the MONREC, 
people’s defense forces (PDFs) 
have been providing security 
for nature reserve areas. Under 
MOEE, we have been trying to 
protect the artisanal oil wells in a 
more systematic way. But no, we 
do not have a reporting system 
for environmental crimes yet.

Q: As far as we know, NUG 
doesn’t really have strong-
holds, so how will MOEE oper-
ate its service provisions?
A: Actually, we do have control 
of some areas in Sagaing, Chin, 
Karenni states. In those areas, 
NUG has started providing ser-
vices for education and health-
care by working together with 
People’s Administration Teams 
and local PDFs, but they are only 
operating on townships basis, 
and not on a large scale though. 
The SAC is also using aerial at-
tacks so they have to operate 
discreetly, but what we can say 
is that there is a growing num-
ber of contested areas, and NUG 
is able to work in semi-operated 
areas as well. So in the future, 
MOEE will try to provide services 
in these areas depending on the 
situations.

Q: Does NUG have an overall 
strategic plan? How do you see 
the NUG’s management prac-

“There were peo-
ple who publicly 
said the protests 
would disperse in 
three months, and 
some so-called “ex-
perts” even said by 
June, July (of 2021) 
the CDM move-
ment will also be 
shattered, but the 
people have proved 
them wrong.”
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tices? Are you satisfied with it?
A: Each ministry has strategies – 
both long and short terms, and 
NUG has a common strategy as 
a government, led by the prime 
minister and the president of-
fice. We have been putting more 
effort in strategic coordination. 
The thing is that we do not have 
an office, so that is a bit of a set-
back. Still, I think our strategic 
implementation has improved 
a lot more than before, and it 
has become measurable – bet-
ter prioritization and coordina-
tion. While we are able to mobi-
lize more revenues on one hand, 
the implementation has also 
improved. In particular, we can 
see more recognition on the in-
ternational stage. This is my per-
sonal view on current NUG’s op-
erations. Honestly, I’m not fully 
satisfied but we must not forget 
we are a government that start-
ed from zero. Having to start a 
government organization out of 
nothing, and now, although not 
very visible, there are operations 
starting on ground, impacting 
the public. So this means that our 
hard work has been slowly paid 
off. 

Q: In last month’s issue, we col-
lected some opinions from our 
readers. Some genuinely be-
lieve that a significant change 
will take place in 2022, and the 
SAC will be removed. Others 
think that this year will not be 
so much different from 2021 
because the SAC has more fire-
power although our armed re-
sistance has grown. So what do 
you see for our revolution this 
year? 
A: I personally believe that the 
people who put their faith and 
work their best will win. The pub-
lic has been very explicit about 
where they stand. They no longer 
accept the military and its bully-
ing culture. People have reached 
a point where they do not care if 

the country has collapsed, as long 
as they do not have to live under 
the military regime. This is the 
most intense thing. The military 
can longer threaten the public 
with the notion such as federal-
ism means collapse of the coun-
try, etc. At this point, the public is 
ready to live in chaos, which they 
think is even better than military 
rule. Sure the SAC has better 
firepower than us, no doubt. But 
considering the increasing inter-
national recognition, the grow-
ing strength of PDFs, and the 
most important thing is the peo-
ple’s spirit, we have a very prom-
ising chance. There were people 
who publicly said the protests 
would disperse in three months, 
and some so-called “experts” 
even said by June, July (of 2021) 
the CDM movement will also be 
shattered, but the people have 
proved them wrong. My view 
is that the side that commits to 
the cause and puts more effort 
both mentally and physically 
will dominate 2022, and it is our 
side. There is no one who sup-
ports SAC with his/her income. 
It is us, the NUG and PDFs that 
the public is supporting. I believe 
that the side that receives sup-
port from the people will get the 
upper hand in the long run. So I 
can’t say we will definitely win in 
2022, but this year, we will see 
more clearly which side actually 
has a higher chance to win this. 

Q: It’s been a year since the 
coup. The country is in a cha-
otic situation, and the econo-
my is free falling. I’m sure you 
are well aware. But the people 
keep on resisting the junta de-
spite all the hardships. So what 
would you like to say to them?
A: We have invested so much in 
this revolution that we are at the 
point of no return. Moving and 
pushing forward with the revolu-
tion is the only answer to over-
come the current political and 

economic problems. We must all 
come to terms with this inconve-
nience because it’s the truth. It’s 
inevitable that we will suffer a lot 
this year because whatever poli-
cies that SAC imposes, they neg-
atively impact the country, such 
as increasing the price of inter-
net packages this month, block-
ing the cross-border trades etc. 
These policies negatively affect 
small and medium enterprises. 
So it’s inevitable that we will en-
counter more hardships because 
of the SAC. But like I said before, 
we have invested so much in this 
revolution, so once we make up 
our mind to fully commit to the 
revolution, we will be strong 
enough to face all these hard-
ships. 

Q: Since our content is dis-
tributed in English, we have 
readers from the internation-
al community. As a minister of 
the civilian-elected National 
Unity Government (NUG), what 
would you like to say to them?
A: Our Spring Revolution is 
unique. Our enemy is someone 
who is ten times more ruthless 
than Saddam Hussein or Gadda-
fi. The way Min Aung Hlaing and 
his fascist army have been killing 
their own people in cold-blood, 
and committing various forms of 
atrocity is beyond what al-Assad 
did or Gaddafi did. Against this 
regime, our resistance is legiti-
mate, and it is a necessary resis-
tance. Because if we don’t fight, 
the civilians will not have any 
protection against this regime. 
As you know, the United Nations 
Security Council has been inef-
fective, and so has the ASEAN. 
When you look at the bigger pic-
ture, the resistance force inside 
the country is extremely import-
ant to win the revolution. So it 
is important for the internation-
al community to work together 
with the NUG, whether in terms 
of humanitarian assistance or de-
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mocracy/federal affairs. We are 
facing problems that the West-
ern countries have faced de-
cades before, such as the emer-
gence of fascism, Nazism, Italian 
fascism etc. How did the West 
solve these problems? Not by 
negotiation. When one side was 
using extreme force and weap-
ons, leaders of the Allies did not 
think of negotiation as an answer 
for democracy and human rights. 
They responded with military ac-
tions to restore democracy, hu-
man rights and humanity. Maybe 
we can say history repeats itself. 
Looking at Myanmar’s situation, 
it is the same. So don’t just sup-
port us with lip service. Because 
on SAC’s side, Min Aung Hlaing’s 

allies provide support physical-
ly. So the international commu-
nity which has been reiterating 
peace and democracy must un-
derstand Myanmar’s unique situ-
ation very well, and support the 
NUG and other resistance forces 
such as Ethnic Armed Organiza-
tions (EAOs) effectively. This is 
my message to the countries in 
the West who have consolidated 
democracies.

Q: Would you like to add any-
thing?
A: Uprisings and revolutions are 
not new for Myanmar because 
we’ve seen 1974 U Thant funer-
al crisis, the workers’ protests, 
protests that emerged after the 

banknote cancellations, the 8888 
Uprising, students’ protests in 
1996-97, then 2007 Saffron Revo-
lution, and even as recent as 2015 
Students protests. We have wit-
nessed different forms of upris-
ings and protests. But this time 
is different. We see that all eth-
nic groups, all religious groups, 
people from all social classes join 
this revolution. This unity shows 
that this is the turning point for 
our country. While our citizens 
are taking part in this revolution 
in any way they can, the inter-
national community must rec-
ognize this unique characteristic 
and support the people.

Financial Backbones of Myanmar 
Military Regime’s Empire
Deep dive into the money flowing into the military machine, and the current situation a year after the 
military coup.

Body
For the better part (or the worst 
part) of Myanmar history, the 
country has been under the con-
trol of the military regime. The 
military rule in Myanmar began in 
1962, and for almost 50 years, the 
regime had a stronghold of the 
country and the developments. 
The military, known as Myanmar 
Armed Forces, already received 
the biggest budget allocations 
from the national budget. Before 
the military staged a coup d’état 
again on February 1 of 2021, the 
majority of the general public 
had little knowledge about how 
the military also ran mega lucra-
tive business ventures which are 
completely woven into the fab-
ric of Myanmar people’s lives. As 
Year 2 under the new-but-same-
old military regime rule in mod-
ern Myanmar begins, let’s deep 

dive into the intricate and secre-
tive network of businesses which 
continued to bankroll the military 
regime’s empire.

National Security to National 
Crony Capitalism
The military rule in Myanmar ini-
tially lasted for 49 years between 
1962 and 2011 before the country 
was dragged back into the dark 
age in 2021 again. After the coup 
d’état in 1962 by General Ne Win, 
the military fully jumped into 
national economics on top of 
politics and state bureaucracy. 
For years, the mechanism with-
in the military was for the bat-
talions to be self-sufficient and 
to have stakes in local business 
ventures to finance themselves. 
By early 1990 as the military 
government began privatiz-
ing state industries, the military 

formed its first ever conglomer-
ate, Myanma Economic Holdings 
Limited (MEHL), with ventures 
spread out in banking, construc-
tion, mining, agriculture, tobac-
co and food and beverage sec-
tors. The second conglomerate, 
Myanmar Economic Corporation 
(MEC) was formed in 1997 to bet-
ter control the heavy industries 
which can directly profit the mili-
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tary from mining, manufacturing 
and telecommunication sectors 
as well as valuable natural re-
sources. Over the years, Myan-
mar Economic Holdings Limit-
ed (formerly known as Union of 
Myanmar Economic Holdings 
Limited before privatization) and 
Myanmar Economic Corporation 
have several subsidiaries and 
businesses that they owned as 
well many joint-ventures with 
foreign entities as well. Operat-
ing directly under the Ministry 
of Defense, both organisations 
control everything from financial 
to recreational sectors. 

On top of all these, the military 
was still allocated a significant 
amount from the national bud-
get. In the financial year of 2019-
2020, the military received about 
US$ 2.4 billion from the national 
budget. In May 2020, the Nation-
al League for Democracy (NLD) 
government reduced the Min-
istry of Defense budget request 
by US$ 7.55 million. Despite the 
cut, it probably wouldn’t make 
a dent in the military’s empire 
as the Ministry of Defense was 
generating significant revenue 

through two of its conglomer-
ates. The revenues are also kept 
off the record, so nobody could 
estimate how much the military 
was earning until after the 2021 
February coup when more inves-
tigations were conducted into 
the military’s empire.

Glimpse into Military Business-
es Prior 2021 February Coup
Many international human rights 
organisations and the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council set 
up investigations and fact-find-
ing missions into the lucrative 
economic network of the mili-
tary, following the violence to-
wards the Rohingya population 
in Myanmar by the military. 

The UN Fact-Finding Mission on 
“Economic interests of the Myan-
mar military” published on Sep-
tember 16 of 2019 revealed MEHL 
and MEC own at least 120 busi-
nesses involved in everything 
from construction to pharma-
ceuticals, manufacturing, insur-
ance, tourism and banking, and 
at least 26 of their subsidiaries 
hold licenses for jade and ruby 
mining in Kachin and Shan states. 
The report also revealed that at 
least 14 foreign firms from seven 
nations had been supplying mil-
itary support to Myanmar since 
2016 and about 45 companies 
and organisations in Myanmar 
donated over 10 million dollars 
to the military in the weeks fol-
lowing the beginning of the 2017 
clearance operations in Rakhine 
State. The report brought to light 
that these business partnerships 
and revenues were giving major 
foundations for the military to 
continue operating and carry out 
human rights abuses as they like. 

In September 2020, Amnesty In-
ternational also published a re-
port exposing the details of the 
connection between MEHL and 
military forces. The report ex-

posed that both MEHL and MEC 
had 381,636 former and current 
top senior military leaders as in-
dividual shareholders and 1,803 
institutional shareholders con-
sisting of regional commands, 
divisions, battalions, troops, and 
war veteran associations. Be-
tween 1990 and 2011, MEHL re-
portedly paid its shareholders 
nearly 108 billion kyats (approx. 
US$ 18 billion at the time of the 
reporting based on the offi-
cial exchange rate). The report 
named South Korean listed enti-
ties—steel-maker POSCO, prop-
erty developer Inno Group and 
clothing exporter Pan-Pacific; 
Chinese Wanbao Mining; Jap-
anese beverage company Kirin 
Holdings; RMH Singapore with a 
tobacco operation; and two lo-
cal entities—a logistics company 
Ever Flow River Group Public Co., 
Ltd and Kanbawza Group which 
is involved in jade and rubies 
mining as main business part-
ners of MEHL. Amnesty Interna-
tional credited Justice for Myan-
mar, a covert group of activists, 
for providing leaked documents 
and shareholder reports.

Revenues from State-Owned 
Enterprises
After the 2021 February coup, 
the state-owned enterprises, 
which were formerly under civil-
ian oversight, became under the 
control of the military regime. 
As the military took control of 
all government bank accounts, 
including of those state-owned 
enterprises such as Myanmar Oil 
and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), all 
of these become direct sources 
of income to continue funding 
the military’s empire, Justice for 
Myanmar highlighted in a report 
detailing the list of military-con-
trolled businesses on February 4, 
2021. 

MOGE, one of key state-owned 
enterprises, reportedly brings in 

“The report ex-The report ex-
posed that both posed that both 
MEHL and MEC MEHL and MEC 
had 381,636 for-had 381,636 for-
mer and current mer and current 
top senior military top senior military 
leaders as individ-leaders as individ-
ual shareholders ual shareholders 
and 1,803 institu-and 1,803 institu-
tional sharehold-tional sharehold-
ers consisting ers consisting 
of regional com-of regional com-
mands, divisions, mands, divisions, 
battalions, troops, battalions, troops, 
and war veteran and war veteran 
associations.associations.”
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about 50 percent of Myanmar’s 
foreign exchange. The state-
owned enterprise has four joint 
ventures with foreign companies 
for four offshore gas projects—
Yadana Project with French To-
talEnergies; Shwe Project with 
South Korean Posco Internation-
al, Zawtika Project with Thai PTT 
Exploration and Production, and 
Yetagun Project with Malaysian 
Petronas. Other state-owned en-
terprises which also bankrolled 
the military regime are Myan-
ma Gems Enterprise (MGE) and 
state-owned Mining Enterprises. 
According to Justice for Myan-
mar, MGE controls all aspects of 
the gemstone industry in Myan-
mar, and the regime receives a 
share of revenue from all gem-
stones sold. 

Other earnings that the military 
regime could benefit from are 
from land rentals, telecommu-
nication fees and businesses in-
volved in trade such as port op-
erators, transport and logistics 
companies, and Myanmar Na-
tional Airlines according to Inde-
pendent Economists for Myan-
mar (IEM). All of these ventures, 
including the natural gas, jade 
and metallic minerals, bring in 
about an estimated US$ 2.5 bil-
lion per year. 

Since the 2021 February Coup
In the aftermath of the military 
coup led by Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing in 2021, many or-
ganizations and activist groups 
started publishing detailed in-
formation of the lucrative mon-
ey-making network to raise more 
awareness on how the military 
operates, and how its top se-
nior generals continue to stay 
wealthy. Burma Campaign UK 
compiled a list of all of the prod-
ucts and brands associated with 
the military-owned and affiliat-
ed businesses to share with the 
general public to directly or indi-

rectly fund the military’s empire. 
Justice for Myanmar has also 
been at the forefront of exposing 
the complex web of businesses 
and entities which are owned 
and affiliated with the military so 
that the international communi-
ty can impose targeted sanctions 
to cut off the finances of the mil-
itary at the right places. 

On March 2, 2021, Justice for 
Myanmar published an elabo-
rate list of entities and individu-
als that need direct internation-
al targeted sanctions. The latest 
(current) list updated on June 10 
showed that there are 133 mili-
tary-owned businesses; 138 sig-
nificant business associates of 
the military, and 32 state-owned 
enterprises, and details of the 174 
local and foreign directors of mil-
itary-owned businesses. Subsid-
iaries of MEHL and MEC normally 
bring in about US$ 200 million 
annually from domestic sales, 
according to an article from The 
Irrawaddy on May 5, 2021.

Within a year under the military 
rule, the United States, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, the European Union, 
Canada and New Zealand have 
taken the initiatives to impose 
targeted sanctions on the mili-
tary generals who are involved 
in the coup, the state-owned 
businesses, subsidiaries of the 
military conglomerates and in-
dividuals involved in the arms 
trades. Just a day before the an-
niversary of the coup, the United 
States, the United Kingdom and 
Canada imposed the latest round 
of sanctions against two judicial 
officials, the Myanmar Supreme 
Court’s chief justice and the 
chairman of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, involved in prose-
cutions against deposed State 
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi. The U.S also imposed a total 
of seven individuals and two en-
tities. They are identified as the 

army’s procurement directorate, 
which it said buys weapons over-
seas; an alleged arms dealer, Tay 
Za, and his two adult sons; and 
KT Services & Logistics Company 
Ltd and its Chief Executive Jon-
athan Myo Kyaw Thaung. This is 
on top of the 23 entities, includ-
ing MEHL, MEC and MGE and the 
junta’s ruling body, The State Ad-
ministration Council, which were 
already sanctioned as of January 
27. 

Justice for Myanmar pointed out 
that these sanctions are great, 
but accused the international 
governments of being inconsis-
tent in their approach in a press 
release on January 28. Region-
al countries such as Australia, 
India, Japan and South Korea 
which have major dealings with 
the military businesses have not 
imposed any sanctions as well. 
The key state-owned enterprise, 
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
(MOGE) which generates the 
most significant revenue for the 
military regime, has yet to be 
sanctioned by any internation-
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share our experience,
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al players as well. However, the 
international oil giants such as 
French TotalEnergies, American 
Chevron and Australian Wood-
side Petroleum announced in the 
last week of January 2022 that 
they are all withdrawing from 
projects in Myanmar over the 
deteriorating humanitarian situ-
ation since the coup. Many oth-
er international companies have 
also withdrawn from the coun-
try—French renewable power 
producer Voltalia; South Kore-
an steelmaker Posco; McKinsey; 
Coca-Cola; Norwegian pension 
fund KLP; Norwegian telecoms 
company Telenor; British Amer-
ican Tobacco; Adani Ports and 
Royal Dutch Shell Plc. 

The Ministry of Commerce of 
the National Unity Government 
released a list of nine entrepre-
neurs who are helping the mil-
itary to buy weapons. The NUG 

accuses the nine of being “sup-
porters of terrorism” in the list, is-
sued on January 25. The nine are: 
Aye Ko (AK Group of Companies, 
Family Aye Ko Construction, A.K 
Construction & Industry, Clarity 
Construction & Trading and Ax-
iom Mandalay High Way Con-
struction Company); Dr Naing 
Htut Aung (International Gate-
way Group of Companies Ltd); Dr 
Aung Moe Myint (Dynasty Group 
of Companies); Sit Taing Aung 
(Suntac Group of Companies and 
Yatanarpon Aviation Support Co 
Ltd); Tun Hlaing (STE Global Trad-
ing Company); Jonathan Kyaw 
Thaung (KT Group and Ky-Tha 
Group); Aung Hlaing Oo (MCM 
Group of Companies); Tay Za 
(Htoo Group of Companies); and 
Zaw Win Oo (Trident Marine Co 
Ltd). As of January 31, only Tay Za 
and Jonathan Kyaw Thaung have 
been sanctioned by the United 
States alone. 

Bring Down the Empire
For the entire empire of the mil-
itary regime to fall, more efforts 
need to be taken by the inter-
national players who still have 
major dealings with the military 
and state-owned enterprises. 
Domestically, the general pub-
lic needs to take more initiatives 
in attempting to unwoven the 
military-owned/affiliated prod-
ucts and brands from the fabrics 
of daily lives. Myanmar Armed 
Forces has managed to build 
a 50-year-old business empire 
which has provided them with a 
strong foundation to stand on, 
but it doesn’t mean it can’t be 
dismantled. Every beginning has 
an end, and the Myanmar mili-
tary regime’s empire won’t last 
forever as well. 
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January 29th marks the fifth anniversary of the assas-
sination of U Ko Ni, the legal advisor to the State Coun-
sellor Aung San Suu Kyi and the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) as well as an expert on constitution 
law. U Ko Ni was shot and killed at the Yangon Interna-
tional Airport on this day five years ago. The image of 
him holding his grandson while the gunmen held the 
pistol on his head remains vividly on everyone’s minds. 

U Ko Ni consistently lobbied to abolish the mili-
tary-drafted 2008 Constitution and develop a new one 
while he was also the mastermind behind creating the 
role of state counsellor as Daw Aun San Suu Kyi was 
barred from becoming the president by 59 (f) clause 
in constitution. The culprits of his murder included a 
professional hitman and three former military officers, 
two of whom were charged and sentenced in prison, 
but one has evaded capture to this day. 

It was the worst kept secret that Min Aung Hlaing’s 
military had a hand in the killing of U Ko Ni; howev-
er, then court decided the defendants were acting on 
their own and not motivated by the institution. Military 
supporters and so-called extreme nationalists openly 
celebrated the murder and even hailed the murders 
as heroes while the government in power (NLD) itself 
and the public were left stunned and helpless. Behind 
closed doors, just after the murder, Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi said Ko Ni’s being “taken away from us” was a 
terrible blow and a warning to those left behind.

While the entire justice system 
turns a blind eye in finding the real 
culprits of the assassination, there 
wouldn’t even have been any-
body to convict if it weren’t for a 
taxi driver called Ko Nay Win who 
happened to be near the scene on 
the day of the incident and chased 
the gunman with a brick. Ko Nay 
Win delayed his escape route and 
hence paid the ultimate price of his 
life as he was shot twice and killed. 
Thanks to his ultimate sacrifice, the 
murderer was caught and so were 
his conspirators.

Remembering the Martyrs
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With one year anniversary of the 
February coup, many scholars and 
journalists have reapproached 
the subject of Myanmar people’s 
persistent fight against the mili-
tary coup. The central question 
to this subject seems to be what 
Myanmar people want beyond 
this. And followed by some inter-
esting questions on whether our 
fight is for the State Counselor 
Aung San Suu Kyi and her politi-
cal party, the National League for 
Democracy (NLD). Is our fight for 
democracy solely for the State 
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi and the NLD? Is that how the 
world has understood us so far? 
This essay argues why our an-
ti-junta resistance goes beyond. 

It is undeniable that the State 
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and the NLD party have a huge in-
fluence on the Myanmar people, 
and the populace have appreci-
ated some progress they expe-
rienced in the past five years. It 
was apparent in the November 

2020 election result: the land-
slide victory of the former ruling 
party, winning 82 percent of the 
contested seats in both bicam-
eral Parliament and the state/
regional parliaments, even in 
ethnic states defying predictions 
that the party will lose support. 
However, it would be utterly in-
correct to say Myanmar people’s 
fight for democracy is merely for 
a return to the status quo in the 
past. In fact, we want more than 
that. We want the entire struc-
ture changed. We want outdated 
values, habits and belief systems 
changed. We want a new society 
that is firmly footed on justice, 
equality, and self-autonomy for 
Myanmar’s diverse communities.
Many call this a Federal-Demo-
cratic state. 

In the beginning of the mass 
demonstrations on streets of 
Myanmar in February, some an-
ti-coup chants included “Which 
party did you vote for?, followed 
by an answer, “NLD, NLD”. Some 

remained silent when this part 
came, and some refused to join 
the chant. A fundraiser support-
ing People Defense Forces (PDF) 
based in Yangon, who has been 
actively participating in the an-
ti-military movement since Feb-
ruary, said, “I want the freedom 
and opportunities back that I 
enjoyed during the time of the 
democratic transition. Although 
it was nowhere near satisfactory 
in terms of rights and develop-
ment, it was way better than the 
junta.” During February marches 
on the street, she chose to remain 
silent when this particular chant 
came along, and murmured that 
she disliked this particular seg-
ment since she believes there 
were people who voted for oth-
er parties and those who didn’t 
have the same opportunities and 
rights even under civilian rule. 
And she was not the only one. 
There are many young people 
who are fighting for more than 
a political party but for equality, 
justice and freedom for all.

To a Future Beyond the Status Quo
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On March 31, 2021, a new Feder-
al Democracy Charter was issued 
after the announcement of abol-
ishing the military-drafted 2008 
constitution. The National Unity 
Government (NUG) was founded 
shortly afterwards. In the gov-
ernment, there are lawmakers 
and politicians who are non-NLD 
members and some represent-
ing youth, women and ethnic 
groups. The National Unity Con-
sultative Council (NUCC), found-
ed on March 8, first announced 
the charter. In the video interview 
on the views of young people, 
including youths from Kachin, 
Karen and Shanni backgrounds 
on the charter, they welcomed 
the proposed Federal Army. The 
youth interviewed agreed that 
self-autonomy, self-determina-
tion and equality are very im-
portant for the country’s future. 
In the seven basic principles 
of the proposed Federal Army, 
not only peace, security, human 
rights, justice are emphasized, 
but also highlights were put on 
rejection of any form of discrim-
ination based on race, religion, 
skin, sex and gender. This is what 
Myanmar envision as the future 
beyond this anti-coup resistance. 

A member of a PDF that received 
combat training from the Karen 
National Union (KNU) and the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
said in an interview, “The strength 
of this anti-coup resistance lies 
in the power of the collective 
people. Now everyone, not just 
from conflict-torn places such 
as Kachin, Rakhine and Karen, 
are fighting against the military, 

the whole populace is rising and 
more politically conscious. When 
we look at the pain of the people 
before, it was the pain of Karen, 
Kachin and Rakhine people, and 
there were some reasons to think 
most Bamar ethnic groups did 
not suffer. But now, everywhere, 
and every person in this country 
has shared the same pain. This 
oneness led us to think in terms 
of all of us existing in one body. 
So if any part hurts, the whole 
body hurts. We now understand 
that the military is, and has been 
the source of this pain.”

The NUCC held the first people’s 
assembly for three days from 
January 27 to 29, 2022, and rat-
ified the Charter Part I and Part 
II interim constitutional arrange-
ment. Not only is the NUCC more 
inclusive with 33 member orga-
nizations ranging from ethnic 
armed organizations to civil soci-
eties, it also emphasizes “collec-
tive leadership”. Collectiveness 
is a silver lining that Myanmar 
founded under unjust military 
rule. An ethnic Kachin activist 
and youth leader, Esther Ze Naw, 
listed under the Time 100 most 
influential people for 2021, of-
ten said the need for a structur-
al change. She also exhorts the 
revolution for outdated rules and 
values that discriminate against 
groups such as youth, women, 
non-Buddhist, and non-Bamar 
ethnicities. 

When asked what Myanmar peo-
ple envision as the future beyond 
this, a Yangon-based fundrais-
er beautifully crafted her words, 

“Myanmar I envision is a safe and 
enjoyable place for everyone and 
anyone. None of the citizens’ 
rights were restricted under the 
pretext of politics. Our environ-
ment and livelihood is not threat-
ened by corruption. It would be 
nice to have every kid smile and 
run about.” And another eth-
nic Chin and Christian anti-coup 
protester said, “I hope that the 
future brings justice to the entire 
country, that ethnic minorities 
are not discriminated against, 
and that everyone is given the 
rights and freedom they deserve. 
I believe that youths today are 
more educated, open-minded, 
and aware of the importance of 
certain issues. So I hope Myan-
mar youths envision a future to 
share together with minorities”.

According to Association for Po-
litical Prisoners (AAPP), more 
than 1500 have been killed by 
the Myanmar military since the 
February 2021 coup. Myanmar 
economy and public facilities 
have collapsed, many states and 
regions have now witnessed 
their communities destroyed. 
The number of the internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) is likely to 
increase with mounting violence 
and the attacks on the civilians. 
Far from hearing our voices and 
understanding our pain, the in-
ternational community still mis-
understands the core of our an-
ti-junta resistance. Our fight for 
democracy is not only to get rid 
of the fascist military regime, but 
also to abolish the entire struc-
ture and systems rooted in dis-
criminations against any groups.
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skirmishes were witnessed
leading up to the resistance

war. Sagaing Region recorded
the most battles before and

after September 7. 
 

PEOPLE 'S  RESISTANCE  WAR  AGA INST  THE  MILITARY  JUNTA

clashes have been recorded
as of January 31, 2022 since

September when NUG
declared the resistance war
against Min Aung Hlaing's

regime 

7371

384

5534

deaths of junta's forces have
been reported

244

resistance fighters were lost

Kachin: KIA, PDF
Karenni (Kayah): KA, KNDF, PDF

Kayin: KNU, KNLA, PDF 
Chin: CNF, CNDF
Mon: KNU/KNLA

Shan: MNDAA/PDF
Sagaing: PDF

Mandalay: PDF
Magway: PDF

Naypyitaw: PDF
Bago: KNLA/PDF

Yangon: PDF
Ayeyarwaddy: PDF

Tanintharyi: PDF

ACTIVE  RESISTANCE

FORCES  BY  REGION

Source: Ministry of Defense, NUG
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