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After one year of the coup, we 
thought to ourselves, what’s 
more to come? Seriously, we 
cannot be surprised anymore. 
Yet, the world keeps proving us 
wrong. The month that started 
with a silent campaign, went on 
to witness the loudest screams, 
challenging stabilities of both 
domestic and international at-
mosphere. 

Internally, the resistant war 
slightly took a turn during Feb-
ruary, more blood than usual was 
spilled on the side of the people. 
Major blows came in as multi-
ple casualties of local resistance 
forces were reported in different 
locations. As one, the completion 
ceremony of military training of 
a local people’s defense force 
(PDF) in Yinmarbin Township, 
Sagaing Region was ambushed, 
resulting in hundreds of peo-
ple including children detained 
and PDF members killed. An-
other heartbreaking scene took 
place in Moebye Town of Karen-
ni (Kayah) State where dozens of 
PDFs and medics were brutally 
killed in a battle. Min Aung Hlaing 
may hold an empty parade an-
nually, speak nonsense weekly 
but he is also killing people every 
day. We must recognize him as a 
serious criminal that he is instead 
of portraying him as a mental-
ly challenged personality on lo-
cal media. And in both incidents 
above, airstrikes were used by 
the junta excessively. 393 days 
have passed since the coup. “No 
fly zone” has not arrived. Once 
we thought we would be saved 
by the UN within a week under 
Min Aung Hlaing’s reign. That 
was cute.  

If there is one thing the UN con-
tinuously gets right throughout 
the year, it’s collecting and pre-
senting data during disasters. 

Recap
The number of humanitarian 
catastrophe across the country 
keep on rising and has achieved 
all-time high in February. Ac-
cording to United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR), the coup has displaced 
451,400 people by February 21, 
2022, with Sagaing Region be-
ing responsible for one-third of 
the portion while Kareeni State 
(Kayah) sadly follows in second 
with nearly 100,000 displaced 
people despite being a relative-
ly small region that had zero in-
ternally displaced persons (IDPs) 
pre-coup. More heartbreaking 
headlines can be found under the 
same category such as Diarrhea 
affecting nearly 300 IDP children 
camped beside Thaung Yin River; 
Lay Kay Kaw IDPs face isolation 
difficulties after testing positive 
for COVID-19; Karenni IDPs Could 
Face Starvation Soon; Thousands 
of people flee as fighting intensi-
fy in Putao etc. 

The trial on genocide against 
Rohingya has resumed and the 
State Administration Council 
(SAC) has been allowed to rep-
resent Myanmar by International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) as its pres-
ident noted “that the parties to 
a contentious case before the 
court are states, not particular 
governments.”. The lackeys of 
SAC still took advantage of the 
platform by marking during the 
opening speech that they were 
the legitimate government of 
Myanmar before going on to ob-
ject that “The Gambia could not 
bring the case to the ICJ as it 
had no direct link to the events 
in Myanmar” while the foreign 
minister of the National Unity 
Government (NUG) Daw Zin Mar 
Aung said in a statement before 
the hearing that it would be a 
“profound injustice to the Ro-
hingya if the military were to be 

both their abusers and have any 
voice in the court.” Although the 
outcome of the trial will eventu-
ally slap them in the face, SAC 
will consider this representation 
a diplomatic score. 

Elsewhere on the internation-
al section, it’s been defeat after 
defeat for Min Aung Hlaing and 
friends.  During the latest round 
of sanctions, European Union 
(EU) designated 22 military of-
ficials and the state-owned 
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
(MOGE). Meanwhile, the Cam-
bodian Prime Minister’s Hun Sen 
impatience grew with his coun-
terpart from Naypyidaw over the 
lack of coordination. And SAC’s 
mentor Putin has also got him-
self rather occupied and may not 
be too available for his minion 
from Myanmar anytime soon.   

On personal account, it’s heart-
breaking how the situation in 
Ukraine has escalated during the 
recent weeks. The whole coun-
try of Myanmar is reminded of 
the events that had happened to 
us a year ago. Making Molotov 
cocktails, removing road signs to 
confuse the enemy, long-queues 
at the ATMs, desperate calls for 
UN’s help, all these happening in 
Ukraine have been painfully fa-
miliar. While we sympathize with 
Ukrainians over their freedom 
lives being on verge of getting 
robbed by another power-crav-
ing armed thug, we are also en-
vious of all the media coverage 
and aid the whole event is get-
ting. Meaningful sanctions have 
been imposed against Russia, 
powerful weapons have been 
donated to Ukraine along with 
millions of cash, and even volun-
teers have been encouraged to 
fly in and take up arms. Although 
the people of both Ukraine and 
Myanmar are putting on sepa-
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rate fights for our own freedom, 
at least Ukraine is given a prop-
er stage, with gloves and referee 
under monitoring of the whole 
world. We are on our own. 

March last year was the month 

Min Aung Hlaing killed the high-
est number of peaceful protest-
ers across the country and it 
changed the rhythm of our resis-
tance for good, convincing us the 
armed revolution was the only 
option. As we enter into March 

again, we are past the point of no 
return, resolute and unswerving, 
ready to keep on fighting regard-
less of the help that may or may 
not come.  
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The entire nation participated in the Silent Strike 
to mark that one year of life under the military 
coup.
In Kyaukpadaung Township of Mandalay Region, 
a man set himself on fire to protest in front of an 
electricity supply office with a note which said, 
“May the people get 24 hours electricity. We 
don’t want to go back to 2001/2002”. 

31 Myanmar migrant workers in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia were pressed charges for protesting in 
front of the Myanmar Embassy according to NLD 
Malaysia representatives. 
Regime forces launched heavy artillery shelling 
to So Baw The village of Demoso Township in 
Karenni State, injuring four civilians and destroy-
ing two homes and a church. 
A clash broke out in Maungdaw Township of Ra-
khine State as the regime troops entered Arakan 
Army (AA)’s territory.

KNU’s spokesperson said that the EAO has no in-
terest since the military has already broken the 
NCA. 
A Myanmar citizen/Telenor user filed a com-
plaint against Telenor Group with the Norwegian 
Data Protection Authority for breaching the Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of the EU 
by selling the company to a military-linked com-
pany including the data of 18 million users.
Regime forces launched aerial attacks at eight 

KNU reiterated junta personnel, and regime 
troops, including Border Guard Force (BGF) sol-
diers and their families to leave KNU territories.

In Karenni State, three clashes broke out in one 
day, destroying civilian homes and a church. An 
artillery shell also fell into an IDP camp, and in-
jured a man.
Nine students from Hpa-an University and one 
car driver were accused of en route to a liberated 
area to receive military training. Junta court sen-
tenced 12 years of imprisonment. 

2022 February 
Timeline February 1, 2022

February 4, 2022

February 7, 2022

February 9, 2022

February 10, 2022

January 3, 2022

February 5, 2022

February 6, 2022

February 8, 2022

In Mandalay City, regime soldiers forcibly cut off 
electricity cables in response to the electricity bill 
boycott by the people.
In Madura Village, Myinmu Township of Sagaing 
Region, junta soldiers arrested and killed three 
villagers. 

Junta forces burned down NLD parliamentarian 
U Naing Naing Win’s house in Tamu Township, 
Sagaing Region. 
Myanmar Now reported that regime forces 
torched hundreds of civilian homes in four villag-
es, and killed four civilians during the raids from 
February 3 to 5 in Pale Town of Sagaing Region.

Regime troops clashed against AA in three differ-
ent locations in Maungdaw Township.
Katha PDF and junta forces clashed in Katha 
Township, near the border of Sagaing Region and 
Kachin State, from 9am to 12pm. Local PDF said 
that at least 20 regime soldiers were killed, but 
only two resistance fighters were injured. 
Junta invited all ethnic armed organizations 
(EAOs), NCA signatories and non-signatories 
alike to have a peace dialogue.

Political prisoners inside Yangon’s Insein Pris-
on boycotted food provided by the prison from 
February 1, and planned to continue till Febru-
ary 12, to show solidarity with the people outside 
who staged the Silent Strike on February 1. The 
detainees survived on dried food provided by 
their families. 
In Kalay Town of Sagaing Region, U Aung Lwin 
Oo, 53, was beaten up and arrested by junta sol-
diers on February 1, and died during the interro-
gation. He was cremated on February 8 accord-
ing to Myanmar Now.
Demoso, Hpruso and Loikaw townships in Karen-
ni State experienced mobile phone services and 
internet connection after February 1. 
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February 13, 2022

February 11, 2022

February 15, 2022

February 17, 2022

February 20, 2022

Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO) report-
ed that junta forces torched Thantlang Town of 
Chin State as a retaliation for its lieutenant gen-
eral stepping on a landmine and losing a limb. 

After the PDF’s attack at the pipeline control fac-
tory, regime soldiers raided a village nearby and 
arrested 24 villagers.
Moebye PDF from Shan State told Myanmar 
Now that the regime deployed 200-300 troops 
and two armor vehicles in Moebye Town, which 
is only a four-hour drive away from Naypyidaw. 

Fighting intensified between Moebye PDF and 
junta forces. Junta troops launched seven aerial 
attacks, and injured seven civilians.
Youth leader Ko Nan Lin, who has been in con-
tact with detained political prisoners, received a 
letter from Insein Prison which said that the pris-
on warden does not provide adequate health-
care for detainees who came from interrogation 
centers with severe injury and wounds. 
NLD and SNLD refused to disclose the political 
parties’ financial records, fundings and inventory 
list to the regime.
Battle broke out between junta soldiers, Pyu 
Saw Htee members and local resistance forces 
in Khin-U Town of Sagaing Region.

In the aftermath of PDF’s attack at the gas pipe-
line, 20 more villagers from a nearby village were 
detained. A total of 25 villagers are in detention 
as retaliation.

February 12, 2022

February 14, 2022

February 16, 2022

February 18, 2022

Two dead bodies, burned beyond recognition, 
were found in 3 Mile Pa Kye Village in Loikaw 
Township, according to Karenni Nationalities De-
fense Force (KNDF).
NUG’s acting president Duwa Lashi La wrote an 
open letter to Norway Prime Minister Jonas Gahr 
Store to intervene in the sale of Telenor Myanmar 
to a junta-linked company.

The coup leader Min Aung Hlaing hosted a Union 
Day event with North-Korean style parades in 
Naypyidaw. The public agreed not to post any-
thing about the event so that it would not get at-
tention. 
Junta released 26 civilians who were arrested as 
suspects from the Arakan Army (AA). Some of 
them were detained for nearly three years.

Nahtogyi PDF announced that it launched two 
artillery shells to regime soldiers who were pro-
viding security at the China-Myanmar gas pipe-
line control factory in Nahtogyi Town. 
Japan based Kirin Brewery Company announced 
to withdraw the operation once it has terminated 
partnership with military conglomerate MEHL.

A military plane crashed in southern Sagaing Re-
gion, and killed the pilot. Junta media announced 
that the crash was caused by “technical failure”.
Two students from Dawei University received 
seven years of jail time for donating money to 
PDF, junta court sentenced. 
Norway’s Minister for Trade and Industry Jan 
Christian Vestre told the Norwegian parliament 
that it was unable to stop Telenor’s transfer of us-
ers’ data to the military-linked company.

Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) Bat-
talion-2 released that 15 resistance fighters died 
in the clashes in Moebye.
People’s Force resistance group announced that 
it launched a guerrilla attack at the military air 
base in Hmawbi Township, Yangon Region.

February 19, 2022

Denko petrol station, owned by prominent cro-
ny U Chit Khaing, in Hpa-an Town was reported-
ly blown up by resistance fighters.
Two local PDF groups operated an attack at an 
army base in Pakokku Town of Magway Region.
In Pay Le Village, Kantbalu Township of Sagaing 
Region, six civilians were killed after the raid by 
regime soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee members.
All Burma Federation of Students Union (ABFSU) 
released that three detainees in their 20s, one 
female and two males, were reportedly raped 
during interrogation in Mandalay Palace interro-
gation center.
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February 23, 2022

February 25, 2022

February 28, 2022

Due to the airstrike launched by junta forces, 
three civilians died and five injured in Nan Mae 
Khon Town of Karenni State.
In Pathein Prison, detainees chanted “Revolution 
must win” to honor the Six Twos protest on Feb-
ruary 22. Five leaders received solitary confine-
ment for leading the act of defiance.

The NUG condemned “the unprovoked act of 
war directed against Ukraine” and showed soli-
darity with the people of Ukraine.
Myanmar Now reported that the junta has 
formed and armed 80 groups of Pyu Saw Htee 
in Sagaing Region according to leaked meeting 
minutes. 
Yangon Revolution Force confirmed that a young 
man was arrested after this morning’s guerrilla 
protest in Yankin Township although the detain-
ee was not a part of the protest.

Children taken as hostages in Chin Pone Village 
of Yinmarbin Township were released, but nine 
dead bodies, including the body of a 19-year-old 
woman, were discovered.

February 22, 2022

February 24, 2022

February 26, 2022

Anti-regime forces organized “Regathering for 
Six Twos Revolution” (22.2.2022).
EU imposed sanctions on Myanma Oil and Gas 
Enterprise (MOGE) which is the main income 
source for the junta. The sanction also included 
22 junta personnel, state-owned No. 1 Mining 
Enterprise, privately owned Htoo and IGE com-
pany groups. 

Regime forces launched aerial attacks at Nan 
Mae Khon for the second day.
In Kalay Town of Sagaing Region, a 40-year-old 
Chin woman and her two teenage daughters 
were detained by junta soldiers, and the next 
day, burned bodies were discovered by Chinland 
Defense Force (CDF).
A lieutenant general from the regime’s military 
joined CDM, which marked the highest ranked 
military personnel switching sides.
In an interview with Voice of America Burmese 
Section, junta’s spokesperson said that the SAC 
supported Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

During the military training completion ceremo-
ny in Yinmarbin Township of Sagaing Region, 
the regime’s choppers dropped 50 troops. The 
soldiers raided and torched villages nearby, and 
took about 80 kindergarten children as hostag-
es.
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When Mohinga Matters team 
had a pitch meeting for this 
month’s magazine, this article 
was planned differently. Back 
then, we wanted to take more 
positive outlook towards the role 
international community could 
play in Myanmar. Constant-
ly checking with the reality, we 
never hoped for military inter-
vention nor for weapon support 
towards our revolutionaries. But 
we believed UN and internation-
al community has fruitful role 
to play despite its cumbersome 
bureaucracy, and that we the 
people of Myanmar and our rep-
resentative NUG only need to en-
gage wisely and unyieldingly, to 
get effective and realistic results 
such as the sanctions to cripple 
junta’s grip. We also have our fair 
share of disappointments at the 
international community’s mea-
sures, however our expectations 

are more modest to begin with 
and consequently so we disap-
point less. 

However, Putin’s war against 
Ukraine changed everything from 
the global order itself to our little 
article. Our platform is dedicated 
towards promoting issues about 
Myanmar, and we try to be posi-
tive in doing so. Yet in light of this 
impunity against international 
norms, we begin to question our 
previous positive-stance. 

Having faced the onslaught 
against our lives and freedom, 
we feel the pain of our Ukrainian 
friends, and terrified for the pros-
pects of freedom and democra-
cy in Ukraine, in Myanmar and 
around the world. What’s hap-
pening in Ukraine is of a huge 
concern for us in Myanmar and 
all other places facing the tyran-

ny and atrocities for it foreshad-
ows bigger problems for people 
facing oppression everyone. 

The world as we know it so far 
managed to keep the façade of 
having some checks-and-bal-
ances. While atrocities and tyr-
anny are still happening in every 
corners of the planet, the increas-
ing integration among states 
means anyone’s reckless actions 
do not go without consequenc-
es. Even at times when these 
consequences are so marginal or 
merely symbolic, we have always 
believed that, over time, these 
little moves could have accumu-
lated into something bigger. 

However, Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine has potential to com-
pletely disrupt this. Putin declar-
ing war at the very time when 
UN Security Council is meeting 

Freedom Interrupted Once Again: 
How Putin’s invasion of Ukraine may affect our strug-
gle for democracy in Myanmar
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to prevent exactly that and the 
council’s president, Russia, veto-
ing the resolution to deplore the 
war is graphic enough for anyone 
watching to think UN as a fang-
less and irrelevant organization. 
With this war and the manner 
of its declaration, Putin was not 
merely attacking Ukraine, he is 
deliberately targeting rules and 
norms that glues prevailing in-
ternational order and the insti-
tutions entrusted with keeping 
these values alive.

At the states level, while the ini-
tial stages were not encouraging, 
it is commendable on the speed 
of decision-making as times ma-
ture, issues such as SWIFT bank-
ing system, which was originally 
reluctant by key countries such 
as Germany, were agreed upon 
fairly quickly, and financial, hu-
manitarian and lethal aids were 
flowing in every day. Howev-
er, after five days of onslaught, 
we are still fearful for the future 
of Ukraine, and that of the in-
ternational order. Should Putin 
succeed in capturing Kiev and 

forcing the government out, we 
would have bullies and tyrants 
around the world feeling em-
powered and busy pushing little 
guys around. However, occu-
pying a country and emerging 
victorious aftermath are not the 
same. The people of Myanmar 
have known that long since. With 
the way Ukrainians are resisting, 
we can expect Putin to never get 
control of Ukraine, just as Min 
Aung Hlaing is unable to control 
Myanmar. The sad thing is, for all 
the inspiring tales of the people 
of Ukraine and Myanmar resist-
ing oppressors, the costs would 
be exceedingly high, without 
timely and decisive support from 
the international community. 

It is understandable why the in-
ternational community might 
find less appetizing towards even 
the tougher sanctions, let alone 
for the direct military involve-
ment. We are all rational people 
who do not want our hands dirty 
or our amenities reduced. How-
ever, such short-term focused 
rationality fails in the face of ir-
rational people such as Putin or 
Min Aung Hlaing. Rational peo-
ple of Myanmar thought that 
Min Aung Hlaing dared not stage 
coup as the power-sharing ar-
rangement of 2008 constitution 
give the perks and influence to 
the military and the responsibil-
ities and the blames towards the 
civilian administration, and yet 
the perceived slights of the low-
ly civilians were enough to seek 
ruins him. Likewise, for Putin, the 
prospect of gaining a little more 
territory was enough for him to 
face destitution and high hu-
man costs. During WW2, before 
the USA entered active conflict, 
President Franklin Roosevelt an-
nounced his country as the Arse-
nal of Democracy, and massive-
ly help the allies’ forces against 
Nazi Germany. Such scale of sup-
port is not expected nor required 

in the 21st century, however such 
kind of thinking might go a long 
way in both protecting democra-
cy at the world stage, and getting 
the problems solved under short-
est time and allowing the world 
to get back to usual business.

If the democracy-lovers have a 
lot of reservations on measures 
against Putin’s aggression, juntas 
are simpler. Alongside with some 
of the most hardcore dictators 
such as those from North Korea, 
Syria and Venezuela, Min Aung 
Hlaing regime has already open-
ly sided with Putin for protecting 
Russia’s sovereignty and pro-
viding balance of power to the 
much needed global order. The 
bad news for the oppressed peo-
ple of around the world is that 
the dictators already shunned 
by most of the international 
community now will look up to 
Russia even more, and Putin’s 
Russia, which has been increas-
ingly cut off from the rest of the 
world, will have the support to 
build on. Already strong cooper-
ation between dictators and Pu-
tin would become more deeply 
entrenched in the future. For the 
oppressed people, we will come 
to see reduced attention from in-
ternational community as the ur-
gent nature of Ukraine grabs im-
mediate attention deservingly. In 
a way, for the oppressed millions 
who are frustrated by the state-
ments of the UN and internation-
al community, we might come to 
see having these statements and 
words of kindness are still better 
than having no attention at all, as 
with reduced international atten-
tion comes higher impunity by 
the juntas. With Russian troops 
busy bombing Ukraine, Min Aung 
Hlaing’s troops are busy burning 
down villages and killing at wan-
ton. Local media reported that 
the junta’s soldiers raided a pri-
mary school, captured over 80 
students and used them as hu-

“The sad thing is, 
for all the inspiring 
tales of the peo-
ple of Ukraine and 
Myanmar resisting 
oppressors, the 
costs would be 
exceedingly high, 
without timely 
and decisive sup-
port from the in-
ternational com-
munity. ”
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man shields in past few days in 
central Myanmar. However, news 
such as will barely get to main-
stream global media now. For the 
crisis in Myanmar, any hope of 
diplomatic resolution would be 
a forgone conclusion as the junta 
becomes more empowered and 
the international community’s 
attention gets lower. Worse, at 
the same time the junta is get-
ting brazen, the UN and interna-
tional diplomats, with their at-
tention focused on Ukraine, will 
only push for half-hearted rou-
tine measures such as calling for 
peace and dialogue without any 
means for bringing the junta to 
open dialogue honestly. More-
over, if we consider the econom-
ic impact stemming from war in 
Ukraine towards the people fac-
ing war in Myanmar, the com-
bined effect of this myriad of fac-
tors would be devastating.

However, for all these dangerous 
future lies ahead, this will not spill 

the end for our march towards 
achieving a society where free-
dom and human dignity prevail. 
People of Myanmar have giv-
en up on any hopes of reaching 
compromise and win-win result 
with the junta and military insti-
tution. What we have been seek-
ing now is a lose-lose condition. 
In the end, the side which can be 
more resilient against massive 
losses, in terms of money, lives, 
and traumatic experiences will 
live to see another era. We have 
no intention of giving up. How-
ever, how many of us will live to 
see the world we long for will be 
influenced by how much mean-
ingful outside help we can get 
from the international commu-
nity. We at can understand why 
direct military intervention or le-
thal aids are not possible. How-
ever, the fact that it took a year 
to sanction Myanma Oil and Gas 
Enterprise or ministers the jun-
ta appointed on the day of the 
coup is absurd; additionally, it 

took the same period for west-
ern oil and gas companies to an-
nounce withdrawal from Myan-
mar, while incomparably bigger 
stakes in Russian oil and gas 
were divested under a few days 
of Putin’s invasion. We doubt Min 
Aung Hlaing’s administration has 
the strength to withstand even a 
fraction of sanctions slapped to-
wards Putin’s, and unlike Russia’s 
role in the global supply-chain, 
that of Myanmar is negligible. So 
enough with the call for restraint 
and dialogue, and make the junta 
restrain himself and open to dia-
logue.

The fight towards shaping our 
future is ours and we will keep 
fighting. No matter what. Our 
thoughts are with the people of 
Ukraine, Syria, Yemen, Ethiopia, 
and everywhere facing violence 
and injustice.

We write weekly to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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The Day We Fought and Cried:
a first-hand account on the Moebye Battle, 
Karenni (Kayah) State

Do you think the number of dead 
soldiers were too many? Imagine 
all the other injured comrades we 
put on our shoulders and carried 
out of battlefield. That number 
of casualties would have been 
twice if there were no medical 
rescue rangers who were brave 
enough to join us in the combat 
zone. 

We, on behalf of our rangers, are 
forever grateful and indebted 
to the front-line medical team 
of Dove KK, brothers and nurs-
es from Moebye Rescue, rang-
ers from Medic unit DMO and 
the fallen Dr. Aung Gyi (Dr. Swan 
Htet Aung) and a medic Myat 
Min Khant who paid the ultimate 
price for our survival in this bat-
tle. 

The clash started quite early on 
the morning of 17 February. Re-
gime’s soldiers including a tank 
marched from three directions. 
We lost a fighter but still in con-
trol in the morning. However, 
when the junta’s soldiers got 
trapped under our offense in the 
afternoon, its Moebye Battalion 
422 base started firing heavy ar-
tillery towards us. I do not know 
how many spare bullets they got, 
but we were shot endlessly from 
all directions. It’s when our com-
rades started getting severely 
hurt. At first, two comrades were 
hit. After they were treated with 
emergency bandage by Dr. Aung 
Gyi and another medical ranger 

on the spot at the scene, front 
line rangers of Dove KK and Moe-
bye Rescue went to the frontline 
and grabbed them. They man-
aged to carry the injured and 
bring them back to the medical 
unit. More and more arrived later. 
The medical team started being 
busy.
 
Then, I heard a voice through 
walkie-talkie, “Sayar, the doc-
tor is dead, we cannot grab his 
body”. Dr Aung Gyi got hit by 
the heavy artillery while he was 
tying up a patient. The news im-
mediately broke me and another 

leader nearby. But we could not 
tell anyone to make sure the mo-
rale was not lost. The voice ap-
peared again on icon “Eight more 
are hurt, and another eight more. 
There is not enough space on the 
car.” There was only emergency 
car left that’s for the transpor-
tation of doctors and nurses. A 
doctor shouted, “Take that car, 
prioritize the patients, not us”. 
Dove KK team members and 
Moebye Rescue team once again 
sacrificed their own lives, col-
lecting bodies on the front line as 
the shelling of artillery flew past 
them. Just like that, bodies ar-

Note: The following article was originally written in Burmese and shared by Facebook user Tag Vincent 
who was on the frontline during the battle in Moebye Town in which at least 18 soldiers and medics lost 
their lives trying to save one another against the junta’s deadliest weapons on February 17, 2022. We 
have been granted permission to translate and use the piece through Dove KK Medical Force.
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rived one after another. 

And then there was a familiar 
face, it was our medical ranger, 
Myat Min Khant who was ac-
companying Dr Aung Gyi and 
shot with the heavy weaponry 
60mm as he was picking up an 
injured comrade. He and oth-
er fallen rangers left us a lesson 
for the upcoming battles that we 
must not stay in groups during 
an open battle when the ene-
mies are nearby. When they no-
tice us in groups, it’s quite con-
venient for them to shoot with 
artillery 60mm which does not 
fire just one bullet, but four at a 
time. We must disperse from the 
targeted space, or we must wait 
for a while to pick up bodies or 
injured. Failing that, Dr. Aung Gyi 
and medic Myat Min Khant along 
with our rangers lost their lives in 
the same location in desperate 
attempts to save one another. 

All of us felt so helpless by that 
time. The doctors and nurses 
were handful with patients in-
side. We put the dead body of 
Myat Min Khant outside the clin-
ic so that the doctors and nurs-
es did not know that one of their 
colleagues was dead. “He does 

doors of the one-story building 
unit and instructed rangers out-
side to mobilize. In that situation, 
if an artillery lands on it, no one 
could be able to find the bones of 
those inside the building. 

The dead bodies of the a few 
comrades remained outside 
under a shade. A soldier did 
not even move away from his 
friend’s body. He was praying 
as he cried. I assured our rang-
ers that we would escape from 
here whatever happened. By 
that time, the air-force changed 
the strategy to specify the tar-
get. Since their tank was ruined 
and many of their soldiers were 
killed, the fighter jets retaliated 
by targeting us on ground and 
firing continuously. Some rang-
ers got shot and left on their own 
again. Heartbreaking scenes. I 
could overhear shouts and cries 
from radio. We are really grateful 
for Sayar Sky from Dove KK and 
fellow rangers for picking up our 
injured soldiers at the front line 
and coming back to us safely. 

Soon, it got dark. The battalion 
commander of the teams arrived. 
He seemingly struggled to pull 
himself together as many sol-
diers of his were dead. I told him 
that we need to do something to 
escape from here. The only way 
to escape was through the fields. 
There were patients who must 
be transferred to a hospital. The 
doctors and nurses deserved so 
much credit. They did minor op-
erations on many patients inside 
a room with flashlights of the 
phones. The injured and rangers 
with massive hemorrhage get to 
live today because of the medi-
cal team. It was over 8pm now. 
The battle became a little calm-
er. We moved to transport peo-
ple immediately. There were only 
two cars only enough for pa-
tients, doctors and nurses. When 
the doctors and nurses eventu-

not even look like him anymore”, 
his friends were crying beside the 
dead body. Then another voice 
appeared on walkie-talkie which 
I was too afraid to pick up at this 
point. “Another one is shot and 
killed”. I got really worried about 
Dove KK and the front-line med-
ical team. Our clinic also nearly 
became the fire zone where mul-
tiple artillery had already landed 
in close range. Here we had only 
five doctors and nurses treating 
our patients. Then the leader of 
the rescue team arrived. I had a 
feeling he had more bad news, I 
was sad to be right. He said, “My 
brother and two cousins from 
PDF are dead now”. 

I tried to cheer him up but failed. 
We would have to save many 
more people here. It was 4:30 
pm then. We were trapped in the 
center of the battle and so was 
our medical unit. There was no 
way to escape. We were being 
attacked from all directions. We 
requested reinforcement to fight 
the enemy from the other side so 
we would be allowed one route 
out to save all the patients. 

I wished they stopped shooting. 
But my wish did not come true. 
Our rangers arrived again crying 
“Sayar, our friends were hit and 
left there. I could not even grab 
their bodies”. The heavy weap-
ons kept firing from the junta’s 
forces continuously. We could 
not even care anymore. It was 
over 6:00 pm. Min Aung Hlaing’s 
military was not done with its 
cruelty. Fighter jets arrived. Four 
of those, one scout, one bomb-
er and two fighters. I ordered my 
rangers to disperse. There were 
still many wounded patients in-
side the unit. The doctors and 
nurses were so brave, they re-
fused to leave them. I think they 
would still try to save lives even 
if they had been shot or injured. 
They closed all the windows and 

“Then the leader of 
the rescue team ar-
rived. I had a feel-
ing he had more 
bad news, I was 
sad to be right. He 
said, “My brother 
and two cousins 
from PDF are dead 
now”. ”
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ally came outside of their med-
ical unit and saw the bodies of 
Dr. Aung Gyi, their medical team 
member and other rangers, they 
broke down in tears hysterically. 
So did we. 

Still, we must retreat. We turned 
off the car lights and drove off 
carrying the doctors and nurses. 
The dead bodies had to be car-
ried on foot. When it got over 
10:00 pm, we felt a little safer. 
After 11:00 pm, we started try-

ing to collect the remaining dead 
bodies. Only one ranger whose 
body was cut in half was found. 
No one else was there.

Later, Min Aung Hlaing’s soldiers 
contacted our team and sent the 
pictures of our comrades’ dead 
bodies via internet. They even 
took the photos of everyone with 
lightning so as to mock us. We 
saw the lifeless image of Dr. Aung 
Gyi first and one after another. 
All together 18 photos. We could 

not control our tears. Our fallen 
heroes did not even get to close 
their eyes and receive much-de-
served rest. Junta’s soldiers were 
freaking cruel, they did not even 
respect the dead. 

With tears and heartbreaks 
haunted all night long, we prom-
ised ourselves to move on for-
ward for another morning. 

The Revolution Must Prevail.

Since he carried out the mili-
tary coup on February 1, 2021, 
Min Aung Hlaing has been hard 
at work, amending laws and 
undoing almost everything the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) government previously es-
tablished in the name of reform. 
Some actions might have been 
ignited out of pure despite for 
then government body led by 
the State Counsellor Aung San 
Suu Kyi; however, a few have 
been deliberately amended or 
repealed so as to use as a means 
of weapon in Min Aung Hlaing’s 
quest towards autocracy in ad-
dition to his superior military 
means on ground.  More than 63 
laws have been amended or add-
ed new provisions since.
We look back at some of the re-
vised laws and most commonly 
used legislations against civilians 
since February last year. 

• Amendments to the Law 
Protecting the Privacy and 
Security of Citizens

Less than two weeks into the 
military coup, The Law Protect-
ing the Privacy and Security of 
Citizens (2017), or the “Privacy 

Law” was amended by suspend-
ing three key sections on Febru-
ary 13, 2021. The suspended sec-
tions include the following:

Section 5: Search seizure, and 
arrest without civilian observa-
tions
Section 7: Indefinite detention
Section 8: Wide-ranging individ-
ual privacy rights 

Suspension of those sections 
effectively allows Min Aung 
Hlaing’s forces to enter and ar-
rest civilians without judicial 
oversight, witnesses and detain 
them indefinitely without the in-
tervention of court proceedings 
as long as State Administration 
Council (SAC) remains in power. 

• Amendments to the Ward 
or Village-Tract Administra-
tion Law

On the same day, the notorious 
Ward or Village-Tract Adminis-
tration Law that had been used 
by the continuous military reigns 
as a weapon to harass people 
and demolished by the previous 
NLD government was restored. 
The key highlight of the amend-

Legal Weapons of Min Aung Hlaing
ments is the following point: 

(g) receiving and granting the in-
formation of guest list for over-
night guests from other wards 
or village-tracts, inspecting the 
guest list and taking action if 
failed to inform the guest list.

It has allowed Min Aung Hlaing’s 
soldiers to conduct midnight 
searches, raids and abductions 
without liability for any legal re-
percussion and resulted in the 
arrest of thousands of civilians 
from peaceful protesters to fund-
raisers of local resistance forces.

• Amendments to the Elec-
tronic Transactions Law

Failing to legitimize the ill-fad-
ed draconian Cybersecurity Law 
on February 9, 2021, SAC instead 
amended the existing Electronic 
Transaction Law (2004) – the “ET 
Law” in order to allow govern-
ment confiscation of personal 
data and a ban against sharing 
various types of information on-
line. Exception introduced in the 
sections such as government ac-
cess to personal data and Inter-
net posts.
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Exceptions provide Min Aung 
Hlaing’s forces freedom to inter-
cept communications whether 
electronic or postal, access per-
sonal data wherever located, de-
mand information from telecom-
munications service providers 
and arrest and detain individuals 
for posting content online. 

• Amendments to the Coun-
terterrorism Law

Min Aung Hlaing signed an 
amendment to the Counterter-
rorism Law on August 2, 2021 in-
troducing harsher penalties for 
supporting anti-regime activi-
ties. Under the amendment, the 
jail term is increased from three 
to seven years for “acts of exhor-
tation, persuasion, propaganda 
and recruitment of any person to 
participate in any terrorist group 
or activities of terrorism”. 
The amendment is not necessar-
ily made to target the ones that 
are actually fighting his forces on 
ground but to instead oppress 

the general public who would 
post online in favor of the resis-
tance that could be alleged as 
“exhortation, persuasion, propa-
ganda and recruitment to join 
any terrorist group.”

• Amendments to the Broad-
casting Law

Min Aung Hlaing introduced 
amendments to the Broadcast-
ing Law on November 1, 2021 to 
restrict and punish free press in 
the country. The major change 
of the legislation is the increased 
penalties including prison time 
for up to five years for violations 
such as broadcasting without a 
license; reporting after a license 
has been revoked; and attempt-
ing to secure multiple licenses. 
The law previously applied only 
to radio and television but now 
expanded the remit to include 
“any other technology” that peo-
ple use to access radio and TV 
broadcasts, meaning broadcast-
ing via internet has become pun-

ishable as well. 

• Amendments to the Union 
Tax Law 

SAC amended the Union Tax Law 
2021 on January 6, 2022 to in-
crease the commercial tax rate 
over the sale of Sim cards and 
internet services. According to 
the changes, 15% commercial tax 
is now levied on income of inter-
net services while a one-time tax 
of 20,000 MMK is now levied on 
each sale and activation of a SIM 
card.  

It may not be as severe as above 
amendments but still serves as a 
major blow to the general public 
and businesses that rely on inter-
net. Many believe the move was 
to disarm the “Click to Donate” 
campaigns as well as to reduce 
sharing of Min Aung Hlaing’s 
forces’ atrocities online in gener-
al. 
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Staking All-in: An Interview 
with IT Staff-Turned-Resistance Soldier

Taking up arms to fight back the 
junta is not an easy decision for 
the youths who are taking mil-
itary training in liberated areas. 
Many of them had comfort-
able lives before the junta stole 
their future, and now, sleeping 
in one’s own bed is a luxury that 
many Myanmar youths cannot 
afford. Not everyone is wired 
for the task of fighting, but jun-
ta’s atrocities push the youths to 
take the rough path with little to 
no chance of return. 

David is one of the youths in a 
liberated area. The 28-year-old 
led an ordinary life of a compa-
ny employee before the junta 
pressed charges against him for 
taking part in anti-coup protests 
in 2021. In this month’s issue, Da-
vid shared his journey in finding 
a safe haven and navigating his 
role in this revolution.

MM: What was your life before 
the military coup?
David: I was just a company em-
ployee in Yangon. As a senior staff 
member, I was working on pur-
chasing and distribution for an 
IT company, mostly office work. 
As the eldest son in the family, I 
was the breadwinner. My family 
is originally from Myeik, Tanin-
tharyi Region, and I lived a pretty 
simple life. I would work during 
office hours, and then paint oc-
casionally when I have free time. 
I was an ordinary guy.

MM: How do you end up where 
you are now?
David: Well, just like any youth 
who could not accept the mili-
tary coup, I took part in anti-coup 
movements after February 1. Be-

fore there were protest rallies, 
I was, of course, taking part in 
social media campaigns, like ev-
eryone else. I was living in the 
Gyo Gone area in Yangon, so if I 
remember correctly, on Febru-
ary 6, Ma Ei Thinzar Maung took 
the lead for a marching rally, and 
since then I have joined the pro-
tests. Later on, my neighbors 
noticed my anti-coup activities. 
And in late February, the regime 
started arresting people, then 
my name was listed in the war-
ranted list, and I was charged 
with Penal Code 505-A, the no-
torious sedition law. So I was not 
able to live in my home anymore. 
By crashing at friends’ places, I 
still participated in guerilla pro-
tests in March and early April, 
but eventually I had to flee to a 
safe place in late April because 
I no longer felt safe. I wanted to 
go home, back to Myeik. I asked 
a family that I know to share a 
ride with me. So I traveled with 
them. But things didn’t go as I 
planned. I thought Myeik would 
be safe because it was my home-
town, but it was way worse. The 
junta lackeys and soldiers were 
arresting many youths there. A 
case was opened against me 
in Myeik somehow. So, I had to 
flee to Dawei, five hours drive 
north of Myeik. There, I met a lot 
of young people like me: youths 
who fled for their lives, striking 
civil servants who joined the Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM), 
etc. I felt less lonely there.

MM: Did you get any military 
training?
David: I did. I mean it’s only nat-
ural to get military training, after 
witnessing what the junta has 

done. By mid 2021, I completed 
urban guerilla training provided 
by All Burma Students’ Demo-
cratic Front (ABSDF), trained by 
Major General Khin Kyaw. Unfor-
tunately, just after our training, 
Maj-Gen Khin Kyaw was arrested 
by the military. After the military 
training, I came to realize that I 
didn’t like armed conflicts and 
fighting, and I am not even wired 
for it. There are times, I just want 
to go home, maintain my office 
job, earn money and then sup-
port the cause, just like many 
others are doing now. While I 
want to take part in the revolu-
tion, I also want to have my life 
as normal as possible. But I guess 
the universe has other plans for 
me.

MM: Did you take part in any 
mission? 
David: As I said, I wasn’t very 
keen on fighting on the ground, 
so I tried to be more useful in lo-
gistics. After the training, I went 
back to Myeik, mostly in hiding, 
and tried to raise funds. But, in 
September, I was tasked to de-
liver some items to Yangon from 
somewhere in Mon State. It 
was a dangerous task because 
around that time, regime forces 
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arrested resistance fighters, and 
traced more and more fighters. 
But since I could not fight on the 
ground, I felt the need to do the 
job, and I was sure I could man-
age to stay discreet. So I took a 
trip to Yangon. In fact, I was de-
livering some items for Ko Phyo 
Zeyar Thaw.

MM: How did you find Yangon 
after leaving the city in April?
David: Oh I couldn’t stop think-
ing about wanting my old life 
back. I saw people going out 
and about. I wanted to be like 
them, enjoying my life while I 
can, right. I wanted to meet up 
with some friends to catch up 
and everything. But I didn’t want 
to cause any danger to them so I 
chose not to meet them. During 
that time, I thought a lot about 
re-joining my old job, earning 
money, and supporting CDM, 
etc. But I feel that I’ve been too 
involved in the revolution and I 
don’t want to harm the company 
and my colleagues in any way. As 
I said previously, I am the eldest 
son of the family, so I really want 
to make money and support my 
mother but I told myself that I’d 
compensate for my family when 
we win the revolution. Anyway, 
after the delivery mission, I came 
back to Tanintharyi but not long 
after, I heard that Ko Phyo Zeyar 
Thaw was arrested. All the more 
reasons I should not go back to 
Yangon or any city.

MM: Do you think you’d keep 
your office job if you did not 
face any legal charges by the 
junta?
David: I did what many youths 
my age did, but somehow, all 
the roads led me here – away 
from home and away from my 
loved ones. It feels like I cannot 
change my fate. It’s not that I’m 
sad about my life. It’s just, as 
human beings, we need metta 
(love) from family and friends. I 

never intended to stay long term 
in the forest, but here I am. When 
I went to Yangon for the delivery 
task, I wanted to meet my friends 
but I couldn’t. As if the freedom 
to be surrounded by my loved 
ones has been taken away from 
me. I feel like a shadow… I don’t 
see myself going back to society 
in the near future, but only when 
our revolution is won. No mat-
ter how much I wanted to stay 
in the supporting role, the situa-
tions put me into the corner, so I 
guess I must stay in a place like 
this. At least, I can stay less anx-
ious here. Whenever I feel like 
missing the old life, I think about 
my comrades from the military 
training. There were about 52 of 
us in our batch, and only few-
er than 10 people are alive and 
free now. About 20 died while 
operating missions in Khayan, 
Mandalay, Bago, and Yangon. 
I checked Facebook profiles of 
my deceased friends, and they 
remind me not to give up on our 
revolution. Thinking about them 
made me become more coura-
geous, like I don’t care about any 
danger that I’d face anymore. 

MM: We heard that you are an 
artist and sold your paintings 
for fundraising. How did it hap-
pen?
David: Actually, I am not a pro-
fessional artist. I don’t have any 
formal education in art but I 
paint for leisure. I never sold my 
paintings. But what happened 
was really funny. A month before 
the coup, I bought a new phone 
with Aeon Microfinance, and af-
ter the coup I could not pay for 
the loan I took. The microfinance 
company waited until mid-2021, 
but it eventually reached a point 
where I could no longer post-
pone the payment. I didn’t feel 
like borrowing money from oth-
ers because I’ve been out of job 
and I don’t see myself having in-
come in any foreseeable future. 

So I decided to sell some paint-
ings I had, and it was actually a 
friend from Japan who bought 
them to support me. So it was 
the start of selling my paint-
ings. After the mission to Yan-
gon, I came back to Tanintharyi. 
With Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw being 
arrested, I was anxious with my 
own security again. So I moved 
to this liberated area in late No-
vember. I was reconnected with 
my childhood friend who has 
more connections. So with his 
help, I was able to sell my paint-
ings for fundraising. So far, my 
works were displayed for sale in 
fundraising events in London and 
Singapore. I’ve been able to raise 
MMK 2,000,000 (approx. 1,000 
USD) to support CDM, PDF and 
IDPs from the sales. I don’t have 
any restriction with the fund I’ve 
raised. Whether they are for strik-
ing civil servants, or PDF fighters 
or displaced people, I’m ready to 
donate. 

MM: What do you see for the 
future of revolution? And what 
do you want to do?
David: We don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen because Min Aung 
Hlaing will not give up easily for 
sure. Both resistance forces and 
the military will have to fight until 
we are exhausted. But we must 
not give up because with each 
military coup, our country has 
gone backwards for decades. We 
can’t afford another rewind. We 
can’t lose this time. That’s why 
I want to keep doing what I can 
for the revolution. I will revolt un-
til the military is gone. After that, 
I want to be part of the recon-
struction process. I’ve been plan-
ning to teach art to Karen chil-
dren at the place I live now, and I 
will keep creating art and raising 
funds for our people.
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Destruction of many social and 
economic aspects of Myanmar 
has been evident since the Feb-
ruary coup in 2021. One of the 
alarming costs of the coup is 
protection of the cultural heri-
tage sites. On February 17, Myan-
mar’s commander-in-chief and 
chairman of the State Admin-
istration  Council (SAC) and his 
team attended the inauguration 
of the proposed project of build-
ing a replica of the dynamited 
Haw (Palace) of Mong Keng Tong 
(Kyaing Tong in Burmese), Shan 
State. It was the Haw Long Pal-
ace of Shan Saopha (“Sky Lords”/
hereditary prince) built in 1906 
with intricate interiors of curved 
and lacquered teak together 
with Victorian-style concrete 
buildings. On November 9, 1991, 
the Haw was dynamited by the 
military’s State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SLORC) and 
a hotel was replaced.

During the civilian rule in 2017, 
Shan State Heritage Restoration 
Committee was founded in an 
attempt to build a replica. Before 
realizing the aim, the military 
coup was staged by the junta on 
February 1, 2021. One year later, 
the junta chief, Min Aung Hlaing, 
took this opportunity to achieve 
his political ambition. Successive 
military rules have never been in 
favor of protection of cultural and 
natural heritages of the country, 
instead the military regimes ex-
ploit them to their benefit. Far 
from being preserved by conser-
vationists with the right and most 
updated techniques, Myanmar’s 
thousands of cultural heritage 
sites were neglected under mil-
itary rule. Very often, archeolog-
ical sites and cultural artifacts in 
Myanmar were being politicized 
by the military regime. In fact, 

they were selectively politicized 
to foster the legitimization of the 
military regime, and to serve its 
political ambitions (Philip, 2010). 
Many cultural contributions from 
other ethnic groups were omit-
ted from the history, and some 
were destroyed or neglected. 
Only a handful of Shan Saopha’s 
‘Haws’ survive the military rule 
such as Nyaung Shwe Haw of 
Hsipaw, Shan State. 

Furthermore, in an attempt to 
reconstruct the national identi-
ty of the country as Burma and 
Buddhist, the previous military 
regime, the State Peace and De-
velopment Council (SPDC) de-
liberately allow the Mon cultur-
al heritage site in Bago (ancient 
Mon city known as Hamsavati/
Hanthawaddy) to deteriorate and 
omitted the cultural contribu-
tions of Mon ethnic group. Gov-
ernment schools only teach les-
sons on cultural significance of 
a dominant ethnic and religious 
group, and Buddhist architecture 
is often Burmanized regardless 
of different architectural styles of 
Myanmar’s diverse ethnic groups 
that follow Buddhist faith. Her-
itage sites are often exploited 
for junta’s grasp for power such 
as performing hti-hoisting tra-
ditions (building new crowns for 
pagodas) to remain in power. 
UNESCO only inscribed Bagan in 
2019 although it was first regis-
tered for World Heritage Site sta-
tus in 1995. It was recognized as 
a World Heritage Site only when 
Myanmar had reversed some “in-
appropriate conservation inter-
ventions” for the military junta 
has long ignored experts’ advice 
on restoration efforts.

During the civilian rule and qua-
si-civilian rule since 2011, Myan-

mar started to engage in bilat-
eral relationships with foreign 
governments and established 
cooperation in the field of cul-
tural heritage protection. Foreign 
assistance poured in when the 
country started opening up in 
2011 with military-backed Thein 
Sein’s quasi-civilian administra-
tion. More projects were imple-
mented, and social enterpris-
es and local non-governmental 
organizations were founded 
under the National League for 
Democracy(NLD) rule. Organiza-
tions like Doh Eain and Yangon 
Heritage Trust were founded to 
protect Myanmar’s colonial her-
itage in Yangon. Many foreign 
governments have also provided 
assistance in the field of cultur-
al protection. By 2019, the U.S. 
investment in the conservation 
for ShweNandaw Monastery 
(historic curved teak monastery) 
near Mandalay was $1.1 million. 
Since 2011, projects from training 
to preservation have been sup-
ported by the Italian, Swiss, Jap-
anese, Indian and Chinese gov-
ernments. 

With the coup in February 2021, 
Myanmar’s efforts on heritage 
conservation are back to square 
one. Myanmar currently has two 
world heritage status, Pyu Cities 
and Bagan, although the coun-
try has registered eight sites for 

Myanmar’s Heritage under Threat
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the status in 1996. Myanmar also 
ratified the Convention for the 
Protection of Cultural Property in 
the Event of Armed Conflict (The 
Hague Convention) and Protocols 
to the Conventions in 1956, and 

the World Heritage Convention 
in 1994 although no significant 
efforts were taken under succes-
sive military regimes. Myanmar’s 
tangible and intangible culture 
are under threat from natural di-

sasters to human disasters. Cul-
tural heritage will continue to be 
neglected and will be used only 
for political ambitions if the mili-
tary coup is not reversed. 

Junta’s Revenge, Scorching Earth 
Trails 

World War II’s scorched earth pol-
icy has always been the junta’s 
favorite ultimate retaliation tac-
tic, and since the February 2021 
coup, the junta troops have been 
working overtime to put through 
the people of Myanmar a literal 
hell by burning down entire com-
munities in regions which show 
the most defiance. 

Body
Myanmar military regime is no 

stranger to war crimes and hu-
man rights violations in exerting 
its control over the people that 
they are sworn to protect. Myan-
mar and the people are also no 
stranger to extreme violence 
which has been going on across 
the nation, since the country 
gained independence in 1948. 
Before the February 2021 coup, 
the majority of people had little 
knowledge about the atrocities 
that the Myanmar military troops 

had been committing, espe-
cially in ethnic regions, around 
the country. Ethnic minorities 
in Myanmar such as the Karen, 
Muslim Rohingya and Chin com-
munities know first-hand on how 
their homes were burned to the 
ground as they flee for their lives. 
After the coup, these horrible ex-
periences were extended to the 
rest of the country with the ma-
jority of the arson attacks being 
reported everywhere the military 
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left their trails. 

The latest report from Data for 
Myanmar on February 24 showed 
that approximately 5,231 civilian 
houses in 154 locations had been 
torched by the junta troops and 
its affiliated groups between 
February 1, 2021 to February 23, 
2022. 

A village of 1000 population re-
duced to mounds of ashes
Residents of Kinma, a village 

about 18 miles from Pauk, a 
town in central Magway Region 
bordering Chin State, left their 
homes on June 15 when they 
heard the junta troops were ad-
vancing towards the village. They 
left food and water for five elder-
ly people who were unable to 
run with them with the hopes to 
check back on them in a few days. 
But when the military troops en-
countered an empty village upon 
arrival, they decided to burn 
down houses, just to show that 
they could. Nearly 80 percent of 
the village were burned down 

and destroyed, and this incident 
also killed an elderly couple and 
caused the entire village to take 
refuge in the forest. 

This was the first documented 
crime against humanity and a 
war crime that the military had 
committed since the coup, so the 
spotlight was on them more than 
before. True to their lying ways, 
the state-run media reported 
on the incident by blaming the 
arson attack on the “terrorists” 
even though many residents saw 
uniformed soldiers setting their 

Sagaing Region held the record of highest number of houses torched at 3,126 as of February 23. 
However, the junta troops under the control of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing committed the 
first arson attacks on June 15, 2021—just a mere four months after the military took control of 
the country in Magway Region’s Pauk Township.

homes on fire. 
Razing villages
Since June 15, the junta troops 
slowly employed the tactic of 
burning down houses in the 
communities they came across 
for several reasons—to either 
create an environment of terror 
for fun or to use it as retaliation 
tactic against the civilians every 
time they clashed with the local 
armed resistance forces. 

In Sagaing Region’s Yinmarbin 

Township, eight houses from 
Ban Bwe village were set on fire 
on June 22 a day after the junta 
troops clashed in the area with 
the local People’s Defense Force, 
leaving about 40 people home-
less. In southern Shan State’s Pe-
kon Township, at least 88 hous-
es from Moebye were destroyed 
with 20 houses burned down 
and others damaged by heavy 
and light artillery fire of the jun-
ta troops during the fighting with 
the Karenni forces on July 10.  

September of 2021 became the 
month that the junta troops am-
plified scorched earth tactics. 
At least six incidents of arson 
attacks were reported across 
Sagaing and Magway regions as 
well as Chin State. In Magway 
Region’s Gantgaw Township, 
about 30 houses from Myintha 
village were torched in the after-
math of the fighting between the 
local PDF and the regime forces 
on September 9. On Septem-
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ber 10, another 36 houses were 
burned down in another part of 
Gantgaw Township in Hnan Khar 
village. The village was subjected 
to more arson attacks on Sep-
tember 30 when more than 60 
houses were burned down as 
well. 

Sagaing Region experienced a 
revenge arson attack on Sep-
tember 24 when about 23 houses 
from Kyee Khone village in Taze 
Township were burned down 
in two incidents. The arson at-
tacks were in apparent retalia-
tion for the killing in the village 
on September 22 of U Ye Myint, a 
member of the hardline, pro-mil-
itary Pyusawhti group, his wife, 
daughter and two young grand-
children.

Chin State’s famous hill in ruins
A hilly town on the western 
area of Chin State became a 
scorching ground for the jun-
ta troops after the Chin armed 
forces seized a military outpost 
in Thantlang Township. Home to 
10,000 residents, Thantlang first 
experienced the arson attacks 
on September 18, when at least 
10 houses were burned down by 
the junta soldiers and one Baptist 
pastor was shot dead for trying 
to put out the fires. Throughout 
the remaining months of 2021, 
Thantlang recorded several ar-
son attacks even after the town’s 
residents had all fled. 

On October 29, the military de-
stroyed more than 100 houses, 
including the Thantlang Baptist 
Church, the biggest in the town, 
a Presbyterian church, a CB Bank 
branch, and an office of Save the 
Children, after bombarding it 
with artillery and setting houses 
on fire. It was reportedly in re-
prisal for the shooting dead of a 
soldier by the Chinland Defense 
Force for trying to break into a 
shop. This event drew the atten-

tion from several ethnic armed 
groups and international em-
bassies, calling on the Myanmar 
Tatmadaw to cease violence 
against the people. As usual, the 
Min Aung Hlaing-led army de-
nied responsibility for Thantlang 
and blamed the arson on resis-
tance groups. “Our security forc-
es and civil servants tried to stop 
the fire, but they could not do so 
as the People’s Defense Forces 
attacked them. It was the PDFs 
who burnt the town, not our 
Tatmadaw,” State Administra-
tion Council Spokesperson Ma-
jor General Zaw Min Tun said on 
October 30. 

Between November 2021 and 
February 2022, a total of 23 ar-
son attacks were reported to 
have occurred in the deserted 
Thantlang town with the lat-
est attack reported on Febru-
ary 13. Since August 2021, junta 
forces have torched about 900 
of its over 2,000 buildings in 
Thantlang. February 13th attack 
was the 25th attack the town 
had faced and followed an inci-
dent in which the commander 
of Infantry Battalion 269, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Myo Zin Tun, 
lost a leg when he stepped on a 
landmine that he had reportedly 
planted. Soldiers began torching 
houses in the town immediately 
after the incident. 

Standing tall in the middle of 
billowing smokes
Sagaing Region has been the 
first region to take up armed 
resistance against the military 
government, and it is also the 
region where its residents have 
to endure a lot of arson attacks 
from the military regime forces. 
As mentioned above, Sagaing 
Region has the highest num-
ber of residents’ homes being 
burned down to the ground as of 
February 23. Sagaing Region has 
34 townships, and almost all of 

the townships have experienced 
the junta’s scorched earth tactic. 

Before December 2021, the re-
corded arson attacks in Sagaing 
Region had been on a smaller 
scale with a few dozens of hous-
es torched in villages where the 
local PDFs and the junta forces, 
including the pro-military militia 
Pyu Saw Htee members, were 
clashing. Circumstances took a 
dire turn on December 13 when 
about 100 houses at Kaebar vil-
lage in Ayardaw Township were 
burned down in an attempt to 
draw out local PDF members 
who were rumored to be residing 
in the village. 

With local PDF forces within 
Sagaing Region becoming more 
cohesive in 2022, more clash-
es were reported with the junta 
troops, meaning increasing ma-
jor arson attacks were reported 
in February. Between January 
31 and February 1, soldiers and 
members of the paramilitary Py-
usawhti group raided Myit Yoe 
Out village in Mingin Township in 
which they detained more than 
30 residents to use as human 
shields. The junta forces were re-
ported to have torched four hous-
es at Myit Yoe Out, more than 150 
houses at Bin village and another 
four dwellings at Oat Nae Bote 
village, a Bin village resident told 
DVB News on February 2. About 
the same time in Pale Township, 
more than 1,200 houses from 
four villages, Mwe Tone, Pan, Min 
Taing Pin, Hlaw Gar and Kine Twin 
were torched during the raids in 
the area by 150-strong junta forc-
es. These arson attacks have re-
portedly displaced about 10,000 
residents according to the RFA 
Burmese report on February 
7. Mingin, Taze and Yinmabin 
townships were also targeted in 
repeated arson attacks between 
February 5 and 13 in which hun-
dreds of dwellings from seven 
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villages were razed. 

On February 16, the military 
made a statement to refer to the 
arson attacks in Pale Township’s 
Zee Phyu Kone village. The re-
gime said more than 30 houses 
were burned down in the village 
after fighting on February 14, and 
it was helping to relocate home-
less families at the village mon-
astery and was providing them 
with security. The regime blamed 
the PDFs for the fire. On Febru-
ary 18, about 20 junta forces and 
Pyu Saw Htee members raided 
Chaung U village, about a mile 
from Zee Phyu Kone, and torched 
about 300 of its 350 houses, a 
resident told RFA Burmese. The 
resident said the arson attack on 
Chaung U was in retaliation for 
the PDFs involvement in fighting 
at Zee Phyu Kone. 

The military has yet to end its 
rampages across Sagaing Re-
gion at the time of reporting on 
this story. Data for Myanmar re-

ported on the total number of 
houses being burned down in 
Myanmar as of February 23 as 
5,231, and just a day after the re-
port was published, more news 
outlets reported that additional 
700 houses from three villages in 
Sagaing Region’s Shwebo Town-
ship were razed between Febru-
ary 24 and 25, and almost an en-
tire village from Taze Township 
were burned down during the 
third arson attack by the junta 
troops. 

Against all odds
Apart from Sagaing Region and 
Chin State, Magway Region 
and Kayah State were the ar-
eas which experienced the sec-
ond highest arson attacks due 
to intensifying clashes happen-
ing between the junta troops 
and the alliance of local PDFs 
and ethnic armed groups. As of 
February 23, 2022, a total of 626 
and 311 houses respectively from 
Magway Region and Kayah State 
were torched and destroyed by 

the regime forces. 

Kayah State is currently going 
through one of the worst human-
itarian crises with at least half of 
its 300,000 population having 
been displaced due to constant 
airstrikes from the regime troops, 
and clashes between two sides. 
Magway Region also had its vil-
lage tract and artisanal oil wells 
being burned down by regime 
forces in an attempt to scare the 
residents from supporting the 
PDFs or sheltering them.

With revolution still ongoing, it 
is unfortunate, but the regime 
forces will continue to burn ev-
erything and everyone down to-
gether with them. As the saying 
goes, fight fire with fire. If our 
people are burning, the people 
and the resistance efforts will 
make sure they burn along with 
us and suffer through the same 
thing people of Myanmar are go-
ing through.

Before and after of Chaung-U village in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township, before image cap-
tured by Google Earth on July 3, 2021, and after image captured by Planet Labs on February 20, 
2022. (Source: RFA Burmese)
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