Recap
The month of June showed that
the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing
has all it takes to surpass his predecessors/dictators’ cruelty in
Myanmar’s history. In the first two
weeks of the month, we were fed
fake news that the pro-democracy activists Ko Jimmy and Ko
Zeyar Thaw who have been given
the death penalty by the junta will
be hanged in the coming days.
The whole country was devasted
by the news. On one of the days,
rumors came out that those two
political prisoners were going to
be hanged by the dawn and nobody was able to sleep as if us
being awake would prevent the
junta from committing the unthinkable. Thankfully, they both
are now very much alive, yet nobody can straight away deny the
junta will ever do it.
The last time the death penalty
actually took place in Myanmar
dated back to 1976 when student
leader Salai Tin Maung Oo was
murdered by the original dictator Ne Win (One of our stories
honors Salai Tin Maung Oo this
month). No military head in between these years dared enough
to follow Ne Win’s footsteps, although they are also guilty of no
less crimes in sentencing student
leaders and political activists to
the longest prison terms and
destroying their lives. Now, Min
Aung Hlaing is showing signs that
he is prepared to make Ne Win
proud. We are fully aware that if
he wanted Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo
Zeyar Thaw dead, the murders
could have taken place during the
arrest, interrogation, or even in
prison. Hundreds of people, if not
more, have died in similar fashion
where the bodies were not even
returned to their families and
nobody could really complain. It
seems the junta is more interest-

ed in making a statement with
the cunning hope that the news
of execution upheld would send
shivers down everyone’s spine
and put our defying mentalities
to bed instead of actually wanting them both dead. The thought
of our leaders walking up to the
gibbet for the last moment of
their lives may be too much to
bear, but we are proud to have
passed the test. If the regime decides to kill these two heroes, the
defiance will only grow stronger and greater than Min Aung
Hlaing and co. have ever seen.
And then the news broke out
that State Counsellor Aung San
Suu Kyi has been moved inside
Naypyitaw Prison. Of course,
we were heartbroken by just the
thought that the lady would be
left alone without help and proper access to basic needs like water and food. Similarly, Min Aung
Hlaing has cleverly plotted it to
weaken the mindsets of the resistance forces because even
“our ultimate leader” would be
kept as an average prisoner, and
hence there is “nobody to save
us”. Once again, we are delighted
to prove the regime wrong. Since
February 1, our revolution has
been initiated, led, and carried
out by the people and it will continue until it is necessary with or
without a public figure to babysit
us through the journey.
It’s the worst kept secret that
Min Aung Hlaing desperately
long to become the president of
the country, as he thirsts for even
the slightest sense of legitimacy
during his reign. His ideal route
to the presidency is through the
military-controlled election to be
held in August 2023. To ensure
his goal, Min Aung Hlaing must
have his men in the Union Soli-
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darity and Development Party
(USDP), the military proxy party.
During USDP’s annual convention held this month, we learned
that a rift took place among the
leaders as the current chairman
U Than Htay, who is supposedly
not the biggest fan of Min Aung
Hlaing becoming the president,
demanded the extension of his
already expired five-year leadership. However, we all know that
Min Aung Hlaing will crush everything that stands in his way.
And military-raised people like
Than Htay are no match for his
cunningness. If there is anything
Min Aung Hlaing would fail to
break, it is the people and their
determination to take him and
his regime down.
A couple of weeks ago, a video
and pictures retrieved by Radio Free Asia (RFA) shocked the
whole country as the content
showed how the regime’s soldiers bragged about their murders during the spring revolution. In the video, three regime
soldiers had conversations about
how they killed civilians – one
said he killed twenty-six while
another one said five, explicitly describing how they chopped
bodies off or slit throats. It only
proves that just taking out one
or two leaders will not restore
humanity in this chaotic and inhumane institution, we must
remove it altogether from our
politics and eventually from our
society. In our interview with an
urban guerilla ranger this month,
he says he loathes killing and he
is forced to do it in the best interests of the cause. It is a known
fact but still, it is reassuring to
know that people with the highest moral values are on our side.

2022
June 1, 2022
According to a new report by the International
Crisis Group (ICG), a full-scale conflict in Rakhine State between the junta troops and Arakan
Army (AA) forces could escalate to be the worst
violence the state has seen in years and put the
lives of millions of ethnic minorities at risk.
The Kachin Women’s Association of Thailand
(KWAT) published a report on June 1 called “New
Threats from the Air” which revealed that nearly
6,000 people have fled their homes and approximately 25 have been killed in Kachin and northern Shan states by junta forces between November 2021 and April 2022.

June
Timeline

June 2, 2022
Junta forces in full-force reportedly raised a
white flag and distributed food to refugees living
in San village in Kyaukhtu Township, located on
the border of Magway Region and Chin State.
Karen National Union (KNU)’s Brigade 2 released
a statement on June 2, warning SAC’s forces not
to interfere with administrative affairs in Taungoo
District. It came shortly after the regime’s soldiers intruded KNU’s territory in Thantaung Town,
Bago Region.
June 3, 2022

June 4, 2022

The junta court sentenced two resistance leaders Ko Jimmy, 88 Generation democracy activist, and Phyo Zeyar Thaw, former NLD lawmaker,
with death penalty. The two were arrested separately last year, and were accused of planning
armed attacks at the junta’s lackeys.

Major General Gunmaw of Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) condemned the junta’s decision of
death penalty on two resistance leaders.
June 6, 2022
In its statement released after the consultative
meeting for provision of humanitarian aid to
Myanmar, ASEAN announced that aid provision
will be implemented in collaboration with the
junta-led “Myanmar Task Force”.
A WHO staff member called Myo Min Htut was
shot and killed on his way back from work in
Mawlamyine City, Mon State. Mawlamyine’s
People Defense Force (PDF) claimed responsibility for the attack and said the man was not only
associating with the military and informing it of
the actions of PDF in the region, but he was also
a sex offender toward underage girls.

June 7, 2022
The National Unity Government (NUG)’s interim president Duwa Lashi La issued a statement
that the government has formed “People’s Police Force”, and the primary purpose is to hold
accountable of people who commit war crimes,
crimes against humanity and human rights violations against the people of Myanmar.
The World Bank issued the latest Global Economic Prospects report which included over 150
countries, yet Myanmar is nowhere to be found
among its predictions due to the constantly
growing uncertainties around the country.

June 8, 2022
The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), the military proxy party, held a twoday convention in Naypyidaw on June 8-9 with
tightened security where 400 executive committee members were present. News broke out
the next day that the convention ended with a
rift in the leadership.
Junta’s Ministry of Telecommunications confirmed to Khit Thit media that it had meetings
with mobile operators on May 11 and June 8 to
implement the registration of IMEI (International
Mobile Equipment Identity) numbers.
ATOM, formerly known as Telenor Myanmar, announced that the company is planning to invest
US$330 million in the telecoms sector during the
next three years and will enforce data privacy in
line with domestic and international laws.

June 9, 2022
SAC’s Ministry of Health issued a statement that
those who have passed the matriculation exam
yet not met the criteria to enter the medical universities will be encouraged to apply for the entrance anyway and they will be given consideration.
June 10, 2022
Democratic Party for New Society (DPNS) chairperson U Aung Moe Zaw boycotted the upcoming
election prepared by the military regime, claiming
that it is an attempt to slow down the momentum
of the spring revolution, and to divide the democratic forces and unity among the people.

3

June 11, 2022
Severely attacked by the resistance forces in various parts, the military regime, through its media,
demanded the people’s defense force and resistance fighters to lay down their weapons and
surrender. The announcement also said that the
fighters are welcome back to public life.
The International Institute for Strategic Studies
(IISS) hosted a special session for Myanmar in its
security summit Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore. Titled “Myanmar: Finding a way forward”,
the panel included five discussants including UN
Special Envoy for Myanmar Noleen Heyzer, Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah, and
Derek Chollet, Counselor of the US State Department.

June 14, 2022
At a press conference, Arakan Army (AA)’s spokesperson Khaing Thukha confirmed that hundreds
of soldiers defected into AA, and the group welcomed the defectors, helped them refuge in a
safe area.
In a 40-page report titled “Losing a Generation:
How the military junta is attacking Myanmar’s
children and stealing their future”, U.N special
rapporteur Tom Andrews said that the international community must “reengage and refocus”
on Myanmar to prevent a looming crisis which will
result in a “lost generation” of children who were
already suffering since the 2021 military coup.

June 15, 2022
Junta appointed foreign minister Wunna Maung
Lwin was not invited to ASEAN-India Foreign
Ministers meeting which will be held on June 1517.
Rumors spread on Myanmar social media that
two resistance leaders Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeyar Thaw, and two other men who received death
sentences, would be executed at 4am the next
morning. The unconfirmed information stirred up
public anger.

June 16, 2022
The coup leader Min Aung Hlaing met with Pa-O
National Liberation Organization (PNLO)’s vice
chairperson Khun Tun Tin. The pair exchanged
views on multiparty democracy, federalism and
nation-building.
In response to the junta’s confirmation for the
execution of four men including two prominent
resistance leaders, several student and youth
unions launched a campaign across Yangon declaring serious revenge is unavoidable if the execution was to be conducted.

June 17, 2022
Radio Free Asia retrieved a video and photos
from a mobile phone owned by one of the regime’s soldiers, and reported the contents. In
the video, three regime soldiers had conversations about how they killed civilians – one said
he killed 26 while another one said five, explicitly
describing how they chopped bodies off or slit
throats. The man who claimed to have killed five
people said that he enjoyed killing, and called
himself “an expert at killing”.

June 18, 2022
The Ministry of Education of the NUG held an
outstanding award ceremony and student fair in
Sagaing Region.
The NUG introduced NUGPay: its own payment
system, mobile wallet with digital currency using
blockchain technology. The NUGPay was created
to bypass the regime’s banking system.

June 19, 2022
The detained leader Aung San Suu Kyi turns 77.
Guerrilla protesters in Yangon took to the streets
with banners which read, “We wish you well,
Aung San’s daughter”, and “Suu turns 77” to commemorate her birthday.

June 20, 2022
Tweeting to his 53,000 followers, AA’s chief Twan
Mrat Naing blamed the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) for the abduction of two teachers in Maungdaw Township on June 16. ARSA responded that the group was falsely accused, and
called on AA Chief that he was attempting to halt
the Rohingya repatriation process.
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June 21, 2022
A total of 459 local civil society groups and Myanmar diaspora communities wrote an open letter
to French President Emmanuel Macron to refuse
to authorize TotalEnergies’ use of exemptions to
EU Sanctions.

June 22, 2022
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was moved from house
arrest to solitary confinement in a prison in Naypyidaw. According to Khit Thit media’s report, the
coup leader Min Aung Hlaing ordered his lackeys
to make sure that Aung San Suu Kyi will never reappear in the state’s political scene.

June 23, 2022
Junta sent directives to Myanmar embassies across the world to withhold passports of
pro-democracy Myanmar citizens when they renew their passports.

June 24, 2022
At the UN assembly, Myanmar Ambassador U
Kyaw Moe Tun urged the international community to grant Responsibility to Protect (R2P), and
raised the urgency to take the Myanmar military
accountable for its crimes against civilians.

June 26, 2022
Protesters across the country commemorated
Salai Tin Maung Oo, a student leader who was
executed by hanging 46 years ago on this day
under General Ne Win’s regime.

June 27, 2022
Dr. Tayzar San, one of the prominent protest leaders, received the Park Jong-Cheol Human Rights
Award given by the Republic of Korea.

June 28, 2022
AA announced that the regime had arbitrarily
arrested 45 civilians in four townships, including
five underage youths.

June 29, 2022
ASEAN Special Envoy and Cambodian Foreign
Minister Prak Sokhonn began his second visit to
Myanmar. His ministry claimed that the trip aimed
to “contribute to building an environment conducive to an inclusive political dialogue through
the meetings with all parties concerned”.

June 30, 2022
Daw Win Mya Mya, parliamentarian-elect from
the NLD who was arrested after the coup, received three years of jail time with Penal Code
505-A for sedition.
Junta media announced that the coup leader
Min Aung Hlaing met with representatives from
Thai Royal Armed Forces to discuss the repatriation of youths and CDM civil servants at the Thai
border.

5

Extrajudicial killings:

justified or condemned?
Dalan is a term that has been
frequently seen in the news related to the armed resistance in
Myanmar. Dalan is slang for an
imposter in the Burmese language, in the context of the resistance, people refer to the civilians or government staff that
coordinate with the military to
spy on the people’s movements.
As more and more civilians get
mauled by the regime with the
help of Dalans, people decide to
take the matter into their own
hands and take out the most notorious military informers in their
own regions. Eighteen months
deep into the coup, hundreds of
people have been shot, butchered, and beaten to death in the
name of “Dalan clearance”. Most
of them were identified as military informers but some cases
indeed sparked controversy.
Earlier this month in Yangon’s
North Dagon Township, a Myanmar Idol singer and a female
companion were shot dead, although the singer was regarded as a military cooperator, the
woman’s family came out and
denied such accusations. Certain
stories like that instill more fear
into the public as well as the international community if such
extrajudicial killing may turn into
the massive bloodshed among
civilians taking out each other
on the base of hatred. Mohinga Matters sat down with one
of the members of the People’s
Defense Forces (PDF) that have
been involved with “Dalan clearance” operation in a region close
to Yangon.
MM: Please tell us about your
life before the coup and how
you have started to involve with

the resistance movement?
Ranger: I was a social welfare
worker before the coup. I drove
ambulances in our independent
community help team. I was
saving lives, not the other way
around. I had never been a member of the National League for
Democracy (NLD), I was more like
a pro-development youth activist. I helped out during the 2020
election at the polling station as
well. When the military staged
the coup by saying the election
was rigged, it was an absolute lie.
Hence, I participated in peaceful
protests along with thousands of
fellow citizens in my town. Long
story short, we soon realized the
people’s government wouldn’t be
reinstalled with peaceful ways,
we were forced to take up arms.
Started as an urban guerilla activist, I am now a member of the
People’s Defense Force (PDF),
under command of the Ministry
of Defense (MOD), National Unity
Government (NUG).
MM: Did you encounter Dalans
in your town? What was your
experience?
Ranger: During peaceful demonstrations, Dalans were taking
notes and photographs of participants. And using that evidence,
they made our lives miserable,
either by blackmailing or reporting to the military forces. When
the street protests shifted into
the armed resistance, most of
the people have not been able
to join the movement, obviously.
And yet they also don’t get to live
peacefully due to the Dalans who
threatened to submit their photos from the protest days to the
police unless they paid money.
It was not a one-time payment
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either, Dalans would always
come back for more money. I
myself also was not able to escape the danger from Dalans.
Although they did not know I
was already involved with urban
guerilla activities, they targeted
me for leading demonstrations
in the early days. I was forced to
flee home. About 50-100 people were abducted in my town.
Twenty were killed, four of them
during the protest crackdown,
and the rest in interrogation centers. All of them took place because of Dalans.
MM: So when you plan to take
out Dalans, how do you identify they are real military informers and a danger to society?
Ranger: I don’t know about the
other places. In my area, everyone knows each other so it is a
little easier for us to investigate.
When somebody reports a potential Dalan to us, we check their
background, their crimes and
their personal motives discreetly.
When we are certain this one is
a military informer and an obstacle in the resistance movement,
we first try to warn them through
friends or families before the ultimate action takes place. Also,
more often than not, we were

“ If we must pun-

ish someone, he or
she must be guilty
of an actual crime,
being related to
a guilty person is
not a crime.”
given the names of people who
were supposedly helping the regime and when we checked their
background, they were merely
members of the Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP)
and not doing anything against
the movement. Just because
USDP is a proxy party of the military, we don’t try to harm its
members who are also civilians
getting on with their own lives.
I am not fond of killing, and neither are my fellow rangers. You
might have seen the video taken by a military soldier bragging
about how much he loves killing
in the recent news. We are not
like them. We hate to kill people.
We always make sure when an
action has to be taken against a
person, it’s not based on hatred.
It’s a sacrifice in the best interests of the cause.
MM: Recently, an incident took
place in North Dagon, Yangon
where a man and a woman
were shot dead under suspicions of being Dalans. The man
was identified as such, but the
woman’s family denied these
accusations which led to much
criticism toward those who carried out the mission without a
proper investigation. What do
you make of it?
Ranger: I don’t really know the
background story and it took
place in a neighborhood that is
not familiar to me so I cannot
make a comment on this specif-

ic occasion. But I have heard of
similar stories. In one of those, a
mother was allegedly murdered
for simply having a policeman as
a son. I personally condemn such
cases. We cannot choose to be
somebody’s children or parents.
If we must punish someone, he
or she must be guilty of an actual crime, being related to a guilty
person is not a crime.
MM: Some people share the
pictures of the family members of the junta’s soldiers who
have been guilty of torture and
killings of the PDF members.
Some for, some against such
campaigns. Your thoughts?
Yes, I do notice that people share
pictures of the military forces’
family members online as a way
to vent out their anger on the
junta’s atrocities. However, we
do not take action against family members just like that. We
will conduct an investigation on
”so-called Dalans” as a team and
make collective decisions. Being
a family member of our enemy
has never been on top of our criteria in setting out targets.
MM: Did you also experience a
case where a non-guilty person
was targeted in your region?
Ranger: One case took place,
but thankfully not related to the
people’s forces. There are militias and Pyu Saw Htee members armed by the regime in my
region. One day, Pyu Saw Htee
members shot and killed an organizer/recruiter of the USDP
because the USDP member was
trying to prevent gambling activities in his village that the armed
thug group was promoting. In my
opinion, the USDP man was simply trying to do something good
for his community by banning
gambling, and even if he was a
member of the USDP, he did not
deserve to die. But relief is that it
was the Pyu Saw Htee group that

7

ended his life and not one of us.
MM: Do you also share the fear
that this “Dalan clearance”
might get out of control?
Ranger: Yes, it has always been
my concern. So many thoughts
and discussions were held
around that topic with NUG as
well before we started arming
the regional forces. I am not here
to defend NUG but such concern
is also one of the reasons that
NUG has not been able to distribute the weapons widely. Even at
this stage, we have already prepared plans to disarm and demobilize the guerilla forces when
the people’s government is reinstalled. As I mentioned earlier, I
personally am not fond of killing
and am still not sure what repercussions might surface in the future in terms of all these so I am
really looking forward to the near
future when I can be back in the
community, saving lives instead
of doing vice versa now.

We write weekly to
document the coup, to
share our experience,
and to contemplate.
The daily entries can be
read here:
https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/
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Women charging the resistance

forward against all odds
The world has already witnessed
the extraordinary courage of
Myanmar women as they continue to play a pivotal role in the
political life of the country where
women have been forefront of
the protests, and participating
in various forms of resistance
movements. Yet, they continue
to pay a high price for their fight
for freedom. They are subjected to violations of human rights
from torture, detention, arbitrary arrest, and rape to forcible
relocations by the regime. The
women continue to be victims of
horrendous violence committed
by an extremely patriarchal state
institution, the military. In times
of conflict and crisis, women and
children are undoubtedly most

vulnerable.
News of this month, once again,
reminds Myanmar people of the
harsh reality anti-coup political
activists face in Myanmar. This
month unfolded stories of, and
added cries of women facing violence and violations of human
rights by the junta. In the second week of June, local media
reported that women inmates in
the notorious Insein prison were
denied water after the protest.
Apparently, a protest was staged
inside the prison by women due
to a fellow prisoner’s miscarriage,
which was resulted from guard
negligence. As punishment for
staging the protest, access to
water was denied for two weeks,
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and the women inmates had no
choice but to drink water from
the toilet. Another news in regards to women political prisoners that equally broke the hearts
of millions of Myanmar people is
the transfer of the former State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
to prison in the capital, Naypyidaw, with little access to clean
water. Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP) estimates that
more than 2,000 women are still
behind bars and more than 200
women have been killed since
the February coup last year. As
the number of displaced people
reaches one million, more and
more women are denied access
to maternal and sexual health
services with a lack of access to

medical treatment and menstrual products.
Many political and human rights
defenders are also calling for the
international community to pay
attention to the victims of torture as the annual celebration to
support victims of torture falls
this month, and to help end the
junta’s use of torture with impunity. In a joint statement released
on International Day in Support
of Victims of Torture on June 26,
Myanmar rights groups including
AAPP stated that the number of
victims tortured to death by the
regime now reaches almost 100
civilians which include women.
Among the numbers, all walks
of life have become victims of
Myanmar military’s systematic
torture to suppress the anti-coup
resistance movement. They include members of National
League for Democracy (NLD),

peaceful protesters, student activists, resistance fighters, striking civil servants, politicians, and
even bystanders.
Additionally, to join the recognition of the day, Myanmar filmmakers produced 10 short films
where they shared stories of political prisoners being tortured,
and activists whose lives were
taken by the junta. In particular,
a short-animated film named
‘The Red’ vividly portrays the hell
a young woman went through
inside the junta’s interrogation
center. The use of the colors—
blood red and pitch black with an
intense background soundtrack
and emotional narration of a
young woman let the viewers
imagine the unimaginable. This
young woman emotionally narrates her horrific experiences
of inhumane torture and sexual harassment at the hands of

monstrous soldiers and police. A
short-animated film shares some
graphic scenes. She was blindfolded, questioned at gunpoint,
and then beaten by the soldiers
from different directions. Her leg
was broken. Her already broken
leg was repeatedly kicked, her
long nails were pulled off, and
her breasts were groped. And
rape threats were made and the
exchange of release with sexual
favor was demanded by the soldiers. Yet, she said she will never
give up and fight until the country’s freedom is achieved. She
was determined to continue with
her fight for freedom from the
day she stepped out of the hell.
Sharing her painful story is already the first act of bravery she
showed to us, and it will continue
to inspire all the women freedom
fighters of the world.
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The Last Known Execution:

Salai Tin Maung Oo,
the Symbol of Courage of Defiance
For decades, the military regime
in Myanmar has dangled death
penalty over every and any anti-regime individuals and opposition members as a tool to instill
fear. The last known execution
took place 46 years ago on June
26, 1976. The execution was
against a 25-year-old student
leader, Salai Tin Maung Oo—the
only student activist recorded to
have been executed under the
junta rule.
Salai Tin Maung Oo was an ethnic
Chin zoological student who rose
to recognition in 1974 when students protested during General
Ne Win regime for its refusal to
honor the passing of the former
United Nations Secretary-general U Thant with a state funeral,
which was later known as the U
Thant revolution incident.
As a university student at Rangoon University, Salai Tin Maung
Oo participated in student movements and labor strikes against
military rule between 1969 and
1974. He was arrested for the first
time in 1972 for his student activism but was released on January
3, 1974. After the U Thant revolution incident, Salai Tin Maung Oo
fled to the Thai border and led
an underground student movement.
He was arrested for the second
and final time on March 22, 1976
after his return to Yangon to lead
anti-regime protests to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Thakin Kodaw
Hmaing, one of the greatest Burmese poets, writers and nationalist leaders of the early 20th cen-

tury. The news of his arrest was
learned by his family members
via state radio’s announcement
at 8pm who last heard from him
since his disappearance after the
U Thant revolution incident in
December 1974.
Salai Tin Maung Oo was reportedly arrested by General Ne Winled Military Intelligence at a gun’s
point. Following his arrest, his
entire family—his father, a former
military officer, his mother, two
brothers and a sister—except his
younger siblings, all aged under
10, were also arrested. They were
all detained at the Insein Prison
in Yangon. On April 3, Salai Tin
Maung Oo was given the death
penalty by Ne Win regime.
Three months after the arrest,
Salai Tin Maung Oo’s brothers,
Mya Tin and Hla Shwe and his father reunited for the first time on
June 25 when the prison authorities transferred them to Taungoo
Prison in Bago Region. The family
also learned that the mother and
the sister were also transferred
to Thayawady Prison in Bago Region on the same day.
June 26, 1976 has become a historic day in Myanmar history,
especially among many student
activities and freedom fighters,
as the day the military junta executed an innocent student activist for standing up and fighting
for freedom. He did not commit
any crime, but he was hanged for
opposing the Ne Win regime.
Salai Tin Maung Oo became the
face of the anti-regime movement for fighting against the mil-
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itary rule until his last breath left
his body.
His last known words against
the authorities when they asked
him if he would like to appeal
his death sentence and to sign
a promise to stop anti-regime
activities were: “You can kill my
body, but you will never be able
to kill my spirit, beliefs and what I
stand for. I will never kneel down
under your military boots.”
One time, during a memorial of
Salai Tin Maung Oo, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, while she was an opposition leader, remarked, “What
happened to Salai Tin Maung Oo
must not be allowed to happen
to anybody else in Myanmar.”
Is history going to repeat again,
46 years after the military regime’s formal execution of the
student leader who opposed the
iron rule?

The Only Recorded Execution?

Apart from Salai Tin Maung Oo, no other student activist had ever been formally executed before or after this incident, not even during the entire 187-year period of British
reign in Myanmar between 1842 and 2011 according to an excerpt from Tin Maung Oo:
A Forgotten Hero of Asia by Ko Aung Htoo, published in 2011.
A lawyer named Kyi Myint was quoted by Myanmar Now on April 16, 2021 that many
oppositions were also given the death penalty during the Than Shwe regime, but no
one was executed. Since the February 1 2021’s military coup, a total of 123 people in
Myanmar have been sentenced with death penalty and life sentences in connection
with the anti-coup movement as of May 31, according to ISP-Myanmar.
On June 3, 2022, the military regime led by Min Aung Hlaing announced that it intends
to execute four individuals sentenced to death by military tribunals. Two were former
National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker Phyo Zeyar Thaw and 88 Generation
leader Ko Jimmy, and the other two were convicted of killing an alleged military informant.
The spokesperson, General Zaw Min Tun did not disclose when the executions would
be carried out but that their appeals were rejected and their executions will go ahead
in accordance with prison procedures.
A report by RFA Burmese on June 3 also reported that a 24-year-old Aik Sai Main was
sentenced to death by hanging by the Tachileik District Court in eastern Shan State.
An ethnic Wa from Tachileik, Aik Sai Main was arrested along another one on suspicion
of bombing a pro-military rally on February 1, 2022. He was reportedly hanged during
May under Anti-Terrorism Law and Section 368(1) of the Criminal Procedure Code. This
was not a high-profile case so the execution was carried out under the radar.
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Highlights of the Armed Resistance
in June
Local PDF defending
hundreds of troops
with handmade guns
in Kanpetlet Tsp, Chin
State

es in Kanpetlet Township, Chin

the resistance forces with their

State. Due to the extreme differ-

handmade Tumee guns managed

ence in manpower and weapons,

to take out at least 15 men of the

VAKOK Station located 20miles

junta while they also lost 3 of their

northeast of Kanpetlet Town,

own. About 2,000 civilians from

Since June 9, hundreds of the jun-

belonging to the people’s forces

nine villages are on the run due to

ta’s troops have started an offen-

was seized by the regime sol-

the clash.

sive toward the resistance forc-

diers following two battles. Still,

Twenty-two junta soldiers killed in Karenni
(Kayah) State

re-

second week of June. On the day

gime forces and the local resis-

of June 12 alone, Dawnyingu battle

tance forces have resulted in

in Hpruso Township reportedly saw

Karenni Nationality Defense Force

the deaths of at least 22 soldiers

more than 10 deaths.

(KNDF) released a statement that

from the junta’s side during the

Wawlay police station
occupied by KNDO,
PDFs under detention
released in Myawaddy
Tsp, Karen State

encounters

between

the

Organization (KNDO) mounted

inside the station were freed. The

an assault on Wawlay Police Sta-

detained PDFs are from the Bur-

tion in Myawaddy Township, Kar-

mese Young Network (BYN) and

en State, and successfully seized

BYN wrote a heartfelt thanks letter

it on the same day. Nine PDF

to KNDO after the release of its sol-

In the early morning, around 4am

members and one policeman

diers.

on June 13, Karen National Defense

on CDM who had been detained

PDF
ambushed
by
SAC’s troops, 12 killed
in Pwint Phyu Tsp, Magway Region

ship, Magway Region. As they re-

25 guns were also seized. Three of

ceived the information prior, the

those who were arrested are also

regime’s forces were waiting for

said to be killed three days later.

the truck and launched a rocket

One Magway-based PDF member

One of the most tragic news of the

toward it before gunning down

said that such an attack took place

month took place on the morning

on people on board. Nine mem-

due to the lack of coordination

of June 22 when an ambush on

bers were killed on the spot and

among local PDFs on the road be-

the truck carrying PDF members

five were abducted with wounds

fore traveling.

and weapons was carried out near

while about fifteen others es-

Mezali Bridge, Pwintphyu Town-

caped into nearby forests. About

SAC’s airstrikes fell
on Thailand’s territory during 5-day battle
at Ou-Kari-Hta Station,
Karen State

Ou-Kari-Hta Station of the junta

intensified near the station. Both

in Karen State on June 30. KNU

sides have suffered casualties and

and co mounted the attack on

the junta’s forces have allegedly

June 26 and managed to occupy

lost dozens of their men. Cluster

it briefly on the third day of the

air bombs were reportedly used by

Clashes between KNU- led resis-

attack. However, due to the ex-

SAC, some of which fell on Thai-

tance forces and regime forces

cessive use of airstrikes from the

land’s territory and caused tension

have continued for the fifth day at

junta, clashes have resumed to

between the two countries.
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