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Min Aung Hlaing has killed over 
2,000 people since the coup in 
February 2021. Some of them 
were gunned down during violent 
crackdowns, some were tortured 
to death, some were burned alive, 
and some were killed by unpro-
voked shootings, airstrikes, etc. 
Yet, how he murdered the last vic-
tims of his reign has shown his in-
tent, cunningness, and naivety. He 
could have killed the pro-democra-
cy activists Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo 
Zayar Thaw, who were two of the 
most prominent profiles that had 
remained in the country in this re-
sistance, in any way he wanted and 
somehow, Min Aung Hlaing opt-
ed to hang the heroes against the 
people’s will, even against his very 
few international friends, that will 
ultimately define his own downfall 
sooner rather than later.  

Let’s evaluate how these 
cold-blooded murders might im-
pact the resistance. The people of 
Myanmar are heartbroken but furi-
ous and driven more than ever by 
the executions. On the same day, 
the compound of MRTV, the propa-
ganda state media, was targeted, in 
the following day, the man respon-
sible for the youths who jumped 
to their deaths during a raid in last 
year’s August in downtown Yan-
gon’s 44th Street was gunned down 
and hospitalized, Yangon’s City Hall, 
one of the most manned properties 
in the country witnessed an ex-
plosion in its own backyard. These 
are just the surface of the iceberg 
that resembled our revolution. An 
operation named Zayar Thaw was 
conducted in Magway Region and 
killed many Pyu Saw Htee members 
who were sponsored and armed by 
the military itself. As a result, the 
curfew that has long been forgot-
ten in Yangon has been declared 
and activated once again. Random 
checks and inspections against the 
youths have been carried out more 
frequently than usual. 

This is not to say that those who 
braved their hearts and accom-
plished the above-mentioned 
missions have safely escaped, 
not even close. Many of those 
have been found, arrested, and 
tortured, and some of them did 
not make it. Such heroic acts 
are only proving a point that Min 
Aung Hlaing may not want to 
admit now but his effort to de-
molish the revolutionary spirit 
has backfired and instilled fear 
among his own troops for their 
lives. Ask yourself who might be 
more scared to go out after dark 
these days; the State Adminis-
tration Council (SAC)’s lapdogs or 
the resistance rangers? The latter 
seems to be more fearless than 
ever. 

How about on the international 
front? The United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) released a 
rare consensus on the post-coup 
crisis in Myanmar on July 27, 
condemning the executions and 
calling for the release of State 
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi. The 
statement was endorsed by Rus-
sia and China, Min Aung Hlaing’s 
only friends in diplomacy. Obvi-
ously, such condemnation of the 
international community will not 
deter Min Aung Hlaing from fur-
ther atrocities nor will such words 
turn into meaningful action any-
time soon. However, it is import-
ant for us Myanmar citizens to be 
proven once again why armed 
resistance is the only and ulti-
mate means to overthrow Min 
Aung Hlaing and his followers. 
In the same week, the National 
Unity Government (NUG)’s For-
eign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung 
requested weapons under the 
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) 
commitment. If the internation-
al community means even the 
slightest of the statements they 
have issued, they should be em-
barrassed enough to act now.  

And what happened to the five-
point consensus of ASEAN? The 
week before the executions, Mr 
Prak Sokhonn, the ASEAN special 
envoy made the headlines as he 
revealed to be promised a meet-
ing with Aung San Suu Kyi on the 
coming trip by SAC, and he hoped 
to use her non-violence as the path 
to peace in Myanmar. Well, in the 
following week, Min Aung Hlaing 
flipped his middle finger toward the 
whole ASEAN and its five-point con-
sensus by executing the four detain-
ees despite warnings from “extreme 
peace-lovers” including his com-
rade Hun Sen, the prime minister of 
Cambodia. Let’s not forget here that 
during the envoy’s second and last 
visit to Myanmar, Min Aung Hlaing 
showed openness to dialogues with 
opposition parties and demanded 
three prerequisites that the opposi-
tion forces must not abolish and re-
place the current government (SAC) 
led by the regime and the 2008 
Constitution must be the founda-
tion for further peace dialogues. It is 
a shameless proposal coming from 
a man who in the first place threw 
the constitution down the toilet and 
committed the coup, his demands 
were deservingly ridiculed and re-
jected by the NUG. This is no false 
hope that Min Aung Hlaing’s regime 
is failing on every front.

Nonetheless, the highlight of July 
must be about Ko Jimmy and Ko Za-
yar Thaw who sacrificed their lives 
until the last breath for the free-
dom of Myanmar. We are deeply 
disheartened and in mourning not 
only for the fallen heroes but for 
their friends and families. There is 
nothing we could do to undo this or 
make their lives less miserable ex-
cept to pledge our loyalty toward 
the resistance and carry on in their 
footsteps. May the martyrs’ ultimate 
sacrifices never be in vain. We must 
win this revolution. 
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Two civilians from Palatwa Town of Chin State 
have been detained by the regime for more than 
a month, claiming that the detainees were asso-
ciated with the Arakan Army (AA).

CNN reported that Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, who arrived in Myanmar to attend the 
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign Minis-
ters’ Meeting, called on the Myanmar junta to 
have dialogue with the opposition forces.
The regime’s fighter jets dropped bombs on one 
of the stations of Arakan Army (AA) in the ter-
ritory of Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) 
Bridge 5 in Karen State, killing six soldiers from 
AA. 
New Zealand announced that it would boycott 
the counter-terror meeting which was set to be 
held on July 20-21, hosted jointly by Russia and 
Myanmar.

Student Armed Force, People Independence Or-
ganization, People Liberation Force, and Peo-
ple Revolution Force (West) issued a statement 
remembering General Ne Win’s crackdown on 
Yangon University students and explosion of Stu-
dents’ Union building in the university compound.
U Aung San Lin, a reporter of Democratic Voice of 
Burma (DVB) was sentenced to six years in jail by 
the military tribunal.

2022 July
Timeline July 1, 2022

July 4, 2022

July 7, 2022

July 2, 2022

July 5, 2022

July 6, 2022

July 8, 2022

July 10, 2022

Regime forces launched airstrikes on Chat Village 
in Mindat Township, Chin State, for two times in 
close rage, killing two civilians and injuring many.

The NLD issued a statement which said that the 
party would not reopen its offices and resume 
the party activities despite requests from some 
party members. While several leaders are under 
detention and the entire country continues to 
defy the military regime, the statement says that 
it would be an insult to them if the party restarts 
the operations. 
The Indian nationals, who were visiting Tamu 
Town, Sagaing Region in Myanmar,  were re-
portedly killed by junta-backed vigilante groups. 
Junta’s spokesperson blamed the death on local 
PDFs.
The junta called tenders for six hydro plant proj-
ects in Kachin State, Eastern Shan State, Kayah 
(Karenni) State, and Mandalay Region. 

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sakhoon told media 
that junta Min Aung Hlaing revealed three pre-
conditions for political dialogue, which include 
the 2008 Constitution as a foundation for peace 
dialogue and no abolishment of State Adminis-
tration Council, during his second visit to Myan-
mar.

In Yesagyo Township of Magway Region, a mem-
ber of the People’s Defense Force (PDF) was ab-
ducted by the regime soldiers. The PDF member, 
carrying explosives for his force, blew himself up 
while in detention, killing 15 junta soldiers.
The National Unity Government (NUG)’s Foreign 
Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung rejected that the 
regime’s preconditions are impractical, and the 
parallel government will not consider.

During his visit to Thailand, US Foreign Secre-
tary Antony Blinken met with Myanmar demo-
cratic activists in exile and reiterates US support 
towards Myanmar’s democracy movement and 
vows to pressure the junta further. 
Junta Min Aung Hlaing began his trip to Rus-
sia, where he signed an MoU with the Russian 
atomic energy agency concerning “cooperation 
in training and skills development in the field of 
nuclear energy and shaping positive public opin-
ion on nuclear energy in Myanmar”.

The NLD issued a statement which rejects the 
junta’s upcoming election, claiming it is yet an-
other attempt for the regime to fool the public 
and international community. 
Final examinations for basic education students 
were held in Yinmabin District of Sagaing Re-
gion under the supervision of the NUG, where 
about 600 students took the exam, and 55 volun-
teer-teachers including 18 CDM teachers taught 
the students.

July 9, 2022
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July 15, 2022

July 12, 2022

July 16, 2022

The Military-controlled Central Bank ordered 
local banks to convert all foreign currency hold-
ings, inclusive of business and individual ac-
counts, into Myanmar Kyat with the rate lower 
than the market rate.

Saw Nedah Mya, former commander of Kar-
en National Defense Organization (KNDO), an-
nounced that a new Karen armed group, Kawt-
hoolei Army, has been founded. 
Myanmar Now reported that the junta admin-
istration ordered that no aid organization is al-
lowed to travel beyond the Kyee Kan Pyin Border 
Guard Commanding Office in Maungdaw Town-
ship, Rakhine State.

July 11, 2022

July 13, 2022

July 17, 2022

July 18, 2022

Deemawso-PDF and members of Student Union 
brought textbooks and notebooks from the 
school in a conflict area to 12 schools that are 
providing education to displaced children around 
Deemawso, Karenni state.

Over 100 homes from Tha Pyay Aye village in 
Sagaing Region’s Yinmarbin Township were 
torched after being attacked by junta forces’ air 
strike.

Junta-administered Central Bank announced that 
all Myanmar nationals and businesses to withhold 
payables to foreign nationals and businesses until 
a new order authorizing repayment is approved.
Junta-media announced that U Kaung Thaik Soe, 
founder of Kaung For You, an alternative educa-
tion platform and two other teachers who joined 
Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) were de-
tained in southern Shan State. 

Two young detainees in Insein Prison formally re-
quested to pay homage on Martyrs Day on July 
19. Their request was responded with a brutal 
beat-up.

Fighting broke out between regime forces and 
the Arakan Army (AA) after weeks of tension 
build-up near Maungdaw Township. 

July 19, 2022

July 21, 2022

Protests of various forms took place to com-
memorate the Martyrs’ Day when the leaders 
of the independence movement of Burma were 
assassinated in 1947. Small scale protests and 
anti-coup campaigns were observed from the 
north to south.

TotalEnergies announced a complete pullout 
from Myanmar which was effective on July 20, 
2022 citing that the company can no longer pro-
vide positive contributions in Myanmar.
The World Bank estimated in its Myanmar Eco-
nomic Monitor, that Myanmar’s economy will 
witness 3% growth despite the 18% contraction 
last year. The report further elaborated that live-
lihoods will continue to be severely strained, and 
about 40% of the population is living below the 
national poverty line in 2022.

July 20, 2022
The Karen National Union (KNU), parent organiza-
tion of KNDO, denounced the formation of Kaw-
thoolei Army, and disassociated itself from the 
newly formed armed group and Saw Nedah Mya.
According to Reuters’ exclusive report, Qa-
tar-based telecom company Ooredoo plans to 
pull out its business from Myanmar. Talks have 
been initiated with prospect buyers to sell the 
company.
Myanmar Now reported that 30 more teachers 
were traced and detained following the arrest of 
Kaung For You school founder.
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July 22, 2022

July 29, 2022

July 30, 2022

Resistance leaders Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Ze-
yar Thaw received a family visit for the first time 
since their arrest in 2021. They met with their 
families via videoconferencing, not in person, 
from different buildings inside the Insein Prison 
compound. 
Myanmar Now reported that the detained lead-
er Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been suffering ex-
treme weather and temperature in Naypyidaw 
prison, and getting visibly thinner than before 
within one month of solitary confinement.
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled to 
proceed with the court case of Myanmar’s geno-
cide against the Rohingya community. After the 
preliminary hearings started in December 2019, 
Myanmar will now face years-long legal battle.
Human Rights Watch (HRW)’s official Teppei Ka-
sai tweeted that the Japan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs invited the junta to former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s state funeral which is scheduled to 
be held on September 27, 2022, “paving the way 
for the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing to possibly 
visit Japan”.
Junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar 
(CBM) instructed local banks to convert all the 
remaining US dollar balances in banks owned 
by businesses, organizations and individuals to 
Myanmar kyats by 6pm of July 22. 
A minor explosion occurred in the car parking of 
PTTEP’s Yangon office.  The Thailand-based pe-
troleum exploration and production company 
has been heavily criticized for coordinating with 
the junta in many investments; it has recently 
purchased all the shares of TotalEnergies which 
pulled out its operation.

Military supporters rallied at downtown Yan-
gon in support of the execution of democracy 
activists, former military man and USDP parlia-
mentarian Bullet Hla Swe gave a speech which 
attempted to justify the execution of Ko Jimmy 

Malaysian FM Saifuddin Abdullah said that the 
regime’s execution of democracy activists is a 
“crime against humanity”.
Myanmar diaspora groups in Australia, Japan 
and South Korea rallied and protested against 
the regime’s execution of democracy activists. 
The planned rally in New Delhi, India was can-
celed due to Indian authorities’ last minute revo-
cation of permission. 
A Japanese filmmaker was detained by the re-
gime during the crackdown of a guerrilla protest 
in South Dagon Township. 

July 25, 2022

July 27, 2022

July 28, 2022

July 31, 2022

Junta media announced that it had executed re-
sistance leaders Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw 
and two other civilians Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko 
Aung Thura Zaw who received death sentences in 
early 2022. The execution was said to have been 
carried out on July 23, and the families did not re-
ceive dead bodies nor a chance to hold funerals. 
Detainees in Insein Prison protested inside to 
show dismay at the execution of resistance lead-
ers. The prison wardens and a military official re-
sponded to the protest with brutal beat-up and 
solitary confinement. 
An internal document from the junta’s depart-
ment of IT and the special investigation depart-
ment revealed that nearly 200 companies will be 
screened for their association to the revolution, 
Myanmar Now report.

A group of pro-military thugs gathered and threw 
stones at the residences of Ko Jimmy and Zayar 
Thaw, who were executed by the military on July 
23. The thug group shouted and threatened that 
they would kill the entire family. 
A five-year-old child was killed during the mili-
tary’s artillery shelling in a village in Pauk Town-
ship, Magway Region.

NUG’s president Duwa Lashi La broadcast an 
emergency speech, condemning the execu-
tion of democratic activists and announcing the 
accelerated military operations. He addressed 
the international community that the execution 
proved that the military junta continued to insult 
the intervening attempts made by ASEAN, UN 
and others, and as long as the military is in power, 
the country will never be at peace. He requested 
the international community to support Myan-
mar people’s armed struggle more effectively by 
providing weapons. 

Myanmar held widespread public swearing-in 
ceremonies at 10:37am across the country to 
strengthen the anti-regime resistance. Rallies 
were observed in smaller towns and guerrilla pro-
tests were seen in bigger cities. Some townships 
in Yangon brought back the resistance rhythm of 
pots and pans, car honks at 10:37am and youths 
swearing in on Yangon Bus Services.
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Ko Jimmy, author, and song-
writer, 88 Gen leader 

Since its early days, the military 
coup has shown who our real 
friends are and who fake, taking 
masks off people who we once 
think from our side. As the coup 
unfolded in 2021, we witnessed 
some student leaders from the 
8888 Uprising switched sides 
and aided the military, but a few 
remained supporting the new 
generation of freedom fighters 
with any way they could, and Ko 
Jimmy was one of them. 

Born in 1969, Ko Jimmy was 
merely a 20-year-old student at 
Rangoon Arts and Sciences Uni-
versity (Now Yangon University) 
studying Physics. When the na-
tionwide uprising was staged, Ko 
Jimmy took part as a leader of 
students’ union, organizing and 
mobilizing anti-regime protests. 
Rose to fame, he was known as 
one of the key political organiz-
ers of the 88 Generation. 

Threatened by brave and educat-
ed younglings, regimes, then or 
now, would always find reasons 
to lock up political dissidents. 
Ko Jimmy, among many others, 
was put into jail for the first time 
in 1989, and served his time for 
16 years, finally being freed in 
2005. When the Saffron Revolu-
tion took place, Ko Jimmy, once 

again, took part and led the pro-
tests, which costed him a second 
jailtime from 2007 to 2012. 

As an ordinary young man, he 
dreamed of having a family and 
pursued it upon the release from 
first time of imprisonment. He 
got married to fellow political 
activist Ma Nilar Thein and had a 
daughter. Once, Ko Jimmy said in 
an interview that he only want-
ed to become either an econo-
mist or an artist. With passion for 
writing, his first literary project 
was a translation of Andrew Mat-
thew’s “Making Friends”. While 
serving prison-term for the sec-
ond time, he penned the origi-
nal work “the Moon in Inle Lake” 
and published in 2012 upon his 
release. He also translated Dan 
Brown’s Angels and Demons and 
the Da Vinci Code. In addition 
to this, he was also a columnist 
for Radio Free Asia (RFA)’s Bur-
mese Service for four years. His 
writing was not limited to novels 
and translations. He was also a 
musician who played keyboard 
and Burmese xylophone as well 
as a songwriter who had writ-
ten songs as many as they could 
be produced in two studio al-
bums. Yet, it seemed Ko Jimmy 
continued to be tangled up in 
Myanmar’s anti-regime struggles 
throughout his life.

Myanmar was on its so-called 
democratization process when 
he was released from prison for 
the second time until the military 
staged a coup on the morning 
of February 1, 2021. Once again, 
Ko Jimmy, shouldering the duty 
of a citizen and a senior political 
leader, defied the new regime. 
Knowing that the 88 Generation 
leaders were supporting both 

spiritually and practically, the 
new regime issued arrest war-
rant on Ko Jimmy, another fellow 
88 Gen Ko Min Ko Naing and a 
few others, as early as February 
13, 2021 “for stirring up tranquility 
in the society”. In October 2021, 
the military regime announced 
from its propaganda machine 
that it had arrested Ko Jimmy 
with weapons, accusing that he 
had led and coordinated guerril-
la attacks with underground an-
ti-regime forces. In January 2022, 
he received death sentence from 
the junta-court, but Myanmar 
had not executed death penalty 
for decades, so many, including 
his family, assumed the court de-
cision as a long-term jailtime.

Martyrs Never Die

Zayar Thaw, pioneer hip hop 
artist, youth leader and parlia-
mentarian 

If you grew up in late 1990s and 
early 2000s in Myanmar, your 
first introduction to hip hop mu-
sic would be the “Acid”, four-rap-
per band bringing this new type 
of music called “rapping” which 
sounded so much like speaking 
fast in a quarrel. Going by the 
stage name Nitric Acid, Zayar 
Thaw had always been politically 
cautious. As a seven-year-old, he 
witnessed the military regime’s 
crackdown of protesters during 
the 8888 Uprising from the bal-
cony seat of his parents’ apart-
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ment on Bo Aung Kyaw Street in 
downtown Yangon. Once again 
in 1996, students ‘protests were 
staged again, and Zayar Thaw 
wanted to participate in the 
movement in his own way. At an 
impromptu speech competition 
at school, the 15-year-old high 
school student gave a speech 
about the role of military which 
was to protect its citizens, not to 
attack them. Surely, the author-
ities got attention, and strictly 
warned him not to give certain 
speeches in the future.

As he grew from boyhood to a 
young man, Zayar Thaw con-
cealed his political conscious-
ness, and lived as a normal 
20-something until the Saffron 
Revolution in 2007. He saw the 88 
Generation leaders, a wider pub-
lic inclusive of Buddhist monks, 
protesting the sudden price hike 
of fuels and diesels in the coun-
try. Always been politically con-
scious, he took part in the rev-
olution by co-founding youth 
organization called the “Genera-
tion Wave” and led underground 
movements such as circulating 
anti-regime films and writings, 
conducting widespread bumper 
sticker campaign where stickers 
with text which read “Change 
New Government” and pasted 
them on cars. Tale as old as time 
for Myanmar’s youth activists, he 
was detained and jailed by the 
military in 2008 for five years. 

In 2011, Zayar Thaw received 
the pardon from President U 
Thein Sein, a military-gener-

al-turned-civilian, and released 
from Kaw Thaung Prison. Less 
than one year upon his release, 
he represented the Nation-
al League for Democracy (NLD) 
and contested in 2012 Parlia-
mentary By-Election under the 
quasi-democratic 2008 Consti-
tution. Zayar Thaw secured the 
seat in lower house, representing 
Pobba Thiri Township in Naypy-
idaw. Once again in 2015 General 
Election, he continued to secure 
a seat in the lower house, repre-
senting Zabbu Thiri Township in 
Naypyidaw. During his time as 
a parliamentarian and an NLD 
member, he worked tirelessly for 
his constituents, and closely with 
the NLD leader Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi.

Turning 40 in 2021, Zayar Thaw 
became a part of an older gen-
eration when Min Aung Hlaing-
led military staged a coup defat 
in February 1. In the early days 
of the coup, he supported the 
anti-coup movement, and gave 
speeches, shouting anti-regime 
chants in front of the sea of peo-
ple in downtown Yangon. Most 
prominent politicians, including 
himself, dispersed when the re-
gime started violent crackdown, 
working secretly with under-
ground guerrilla forces. Zayar 
Thaw’s name hit the headlines 
on November 18, 2021 when the 
regime-controlled newspaper 
announced that it had arrested 
him in Yangon. Again, in February 
2022, junta-media reported that 
the military court sentenced him 
with death penalty. 

“Ko Jimmy, Zayar 
Thaw, Ko Hla Myo 
Aung, and Ko Aung 
Thura Zaw are not the 
only ones who received 
death penalty.”

Ko Hla Myo Aung & Ko Aung 
Thura Zaw 

When one’s country is stolen, one 
must act to take it back to the 
hands of the people, taking part 
in every possible way. It’s not an 
option, but rather a duty, revolt-
ing against the thefts who stole 
the future of a nation. Ko Hla Myo 
Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw 
took the duty as responsible cit-
izens, taking part in their roles in 
the anti-regime movement. No-
body would know about these 
two ordinary men until the re-
gime arrested them, accused 
them of committing homicide, 
and announced their death sen-
tences together with the two re-
sistance leaders. 

Planned Murder inside the In-
sein Prison

Ko Jimmy, Zayar Thaw, Ko Hla 
Myo Aung, and Ko Aung Thura 
Zaw are not the only ones who 
received death penalty. Accord-
ing to Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners (AAPP), a total 
of 118 people has been sentenced 
to death by junta court this year. 
In June 2022, the military spokes-
person said in a press conference 
that the regime would not be 
bluffing but implement the ex-
ecution of death sentences. A 
few days later, rumor spread on 
Myanmar social media that the 
two resistance leaders, togeth-
er with Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko 
Aung Thura Zaw would be exe-
cuted at 4am the next day. Ne-
tizens showed concerned, inter-

Ko Hla Myo Aung Ko Aung Thura Zaw
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national community condemned 
and urged the military regime 
to not proceed with the execu-
tion. The next day, no news was 
released from the Insein prison, 
and the news of the Four were 
buried among other resistance 
news.

A month later on Friday July 22, 
news about the Four resurfaced 
again. It sounded like good news 
since they were allowed to meet 
with their families. Inside the In-
sein Prison compound, the fami-
lies greeted their loved ones via 
video call for 20 minutes. All of 
them thought they would meet 
again. The detainees asked their 
families to send toiletries, books, 
dictionaries, personal items, etc., 
and the family were willing to 

deliver requested items the next 
working day. Nobody, neither de-
tainees nor their families, knew it 
would be their last encounter. 

The weekend passed, and the 
family prepared to deliver items 
that their loved one requested 
on Monday. In state-run news-
papers of that day, the regime 
reported that the Four had been 
executed over the weekend, with 
no details were further released, 
and no dead body returned to 
the families. The prison wardens 
refused to provide the exact time 
and date of the execution. 

Throughout the people’s fight 
against the fascist military, Ko 
Jimmy never betrayed truth, the 
people, and justice. Similarly, Za-

yar Thaw took the steering wheel 
when he was needed. In one of 
the interviews, he said, “I want to 
say that I support the Generation 
Z. We are always behind you, to-
gether with you. If necessary, we 
will stand in front of you to pro-
tect”. Sticking to his own words, 
Zayar Thaw gave his life for the 
revolution and for the people. 
The sacrifice that Ko Hla Myo 
Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw 
made will also never go in vain. 

We are saddened by the loss, an-
gered by the regime’s barbaric 
murder in detention, but we are 
grateful for the lives they sac-
rificed for us, and proud to call 
them our leaders and comrades. 
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Witness

There’s something about the sky here.
Spectator by day,
Lantern by night. 
It holds the stories that can’t be told
of love and sacrifice that built our bones.

Our sky is full of heroes,
Mothers,
Brothers,
Friends,
Neighbours.

The sky is our witness and it knows;
Etched in the walls that they bombed
Absorbed in the lives they stole
Unified in the voices they fear
Is the resilience they can never deter.

New lives arrive,
unaware that revolution dwells in their core.
It’s just something we can’t ignore.
We are fighters, 
embraced with strength from those before. 

If every hero we lost are stars that have taken flight,
Will the sky begin to grow too heavy at night?

- Pearl -
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Travel Advisory for Myanmar: 
Do Not Travel

On July 21, the US government 
issued a travel warning for sev-
en countries, including Myan-
mar for several security reasons. 
Myanmar has been issued “Level 
4: Do Not Travel” by the U.S gov-
ernment along with a few other 
“powerful” countries in the world. 

The United States of America
The U.S Department of State 
has four levels of Travel Advi-
sory: Level 1 - Exercise normal 
precautions, Level 2 - Exercise 
increased caution, Level 3 - Re-
consider travel, and Level 4 - Do 
not travel. All three severe travel 
warning levels could be applied 
to Myanmar. The website stated, 
“Exercise increased caution due 
to wrongful detentions and areas 
with landmines and unexploded 

ordnance”, “Reconsider travel to 
Burma due to COVID-19-related 
restrictions and limited and/or 
inadequate healthcare resourc-
es”, and the recent change in 
travel advisory said, “Do not trav-
el to Burma due to civil unrest 
and armed conflict.”

The US State Department said 
it is issuing more detailed travel 
warnings against some countries 
which had arbitrarily detained 
US citizens in a move to pave the 
way for sanctions. It was report-
ed on July 22 by AFP that one 
US citizen has been wrongfully 
detained in Myanmar according 
to a US embassy spokesperson. 
As a result of this, Myanmar has 
been included in the group of na-
tions that will bear a “D” mark for 

detention risk, along with Hong 
Kong, Iran, North Korea, Russia 
and Venezuela.

The United Kingdom
The Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office (FCDO)’s 
website detailed a long list of 
risks concerning travels to Myan-
mar such as unpredictable secu-
rity situation, violence occurring 
across the country and arbitrary 
detainment as well as the de-
teriorating banking sector and 
health risks with COVID-19 and 
Zika virus. However, the UK gov-
ernment did not issue “Do Not 
Travel” status to Myanmar. The 
FCDO advised against all but 
essential travel to Myanmar, ex-
cept for the Yangon Region. For 
Yangon Region, the website just 
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advised the travelers to “remain 
vigilant, exercise caution and 
seek local advice”.

Canada
Even prior to the US govern-
ment’s latest travel advisory an-
nouncement on Myanmar, the 
government of Canada has is-
sued “Avoid all travel” to Myan-
mar, as last updated on July 14, 
2022. Canada has also four risk 
levels for travelers: Take normal 
security precautions, Exercise 
a high degree of caution, Avoid 
non-essential travel, and Avoid 
all travel. The highest risk level 
basically stated people should 
not be traveling to the country, 
territory or region listed as the 
travelers’ personal safety and 
security are at great risk, and if 
travelers are in such country, the 
government of Canada said peo-
ple should think about leaving as 
soon as possible. 

Australia
Similarly with Canada, the Aus-
tralian government has also is-
sued “Do not Travel” to Myanmar 
due to ongoing civil unrest and 

armed conflict, which was last 
updated on June 21, 2021. The 
Australian government’s travel 
advisory levels are the same as 
the US government: Level 1 - Ex-
ercise normal safety precautions, 
Level 2 - Exercise a high degree 
of caution, Level 3 - Reconsider 
your need to travel and Level 4 - 
Do not travel.

New Zealand
The government of New Zea-
land has issued “Do not travel” 
warning against Myanmar due to 
ongoing civil unrest and armed 
conflict, as last reviewed by June 
9, 2022 and the issue still stands 
at July 31, 2022. The government 
also disclosed on its travel warn-
ing website that the government 
of New Zealand has temporarily 
suspended full consular services 
in the country and withdrawn all 
of its staff from its embassy in 
Myanmar since the military coup 
in February 2021. 

ASEAN
Among ASEAN countries, Singa-
pore and Philippines are the only 
two countries with official state-

ments declaring Myanmar as un-
safe to travel or to avoid non-es-
sential travels. According to a 
CNN report on July 27, the Phil-
ippines’ Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) is maintaining its 
Alert Level 4 that restricts travel, 
which was issued since May 2021 
due to the escalating political 
crisis in Myanmar. For Singapore, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs did 
not outrightly say not to travel to 
Myanmar, but that the govern-
ment “strongly advised to defer 
all travel to Myanmar during the 
uncertain security situation in 
Myanmar”. 

Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Indo-
nesia, Brunei and Vietnam did 
not have any official website 
advising “do not travel” warning 
for Myanmar, but to refer to the 
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism 
Myanmar website for informa-
tion, and that the travel to Myan-
mar is allowed with restrictions. 
For Malaysia, there was only a 
travel advisory to Rakhine State, 
Myanmar which was issued back 
in April 29, 2019 to avoid non-es-
sential travel to the state. 

[Other powerful countries’ travel advisory warnings against Myanmar were not offi-
cially published online.]

We write weekly to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/


12

The month July has continuous-
ly proven to be a month that is 
full of sacrifice for freedom, truth 
and justice in modern history of 
Myanmar. It is July that marks 
the sorrow of millions of Myan-
mar people as General Aung San 
and leaders were assassinated 
on July 19 in 1947. It is July that 
marks the sacrifice of the Yangon 
University students against the 
military rule on July 7 in 1962.

Sixty years ago on July 7, the mil-
itary regime led by General Ne 
Win who staged a military coup 
in March 1962 ordered a brutal 
crackdown of student protesters 
in Yangon. Violent suppression of 
the student movement that time 
led more than 100 students dead, 
with many injured although the 
exact number is unknown to this 
day. The July 7 crackdown also 
led Ne Win’s government to dy-
namite the historic student union 
building the next day. Former-
ly known as Rangoon University 
Students’ Union (RUSU) building, 
established in 1929, is a symbol 
of the students’ bravery against 
any form of oppression from the 
British colonial rule to the mili-
tary rule. The military knew very 
well that the building itself was a 
reminder of the sacrifice of free-
dom-loving students for its cen-
tral role in fighting for indepen-
dence from colonial British rule. 
From that day on, successive 
military regimes imposed re-
strictions on forming of students’  
unions, and participation in poli-
tics. Only after Myanmar’s move 
to quasi-civilian rule in 2011 led 
by former military general Thein 
Sein, these restrictions were lift-
ed with many former student 

activists pardoned from the long 
prison terms. Despite the Thein 
Sein government pretending as 
a democratic government car-
rying out reforms, when former 
student activists together with 
new generation student activists 
tried to organize a 50th anniver-
sary of the bloody 7 July event in 
2012, more than 20 activists were 
detained briefly. One of the new 
generation student activists was 
a 25-year-old Sithu Maung who 
won a seat representing Pabedan 
township, Yangon, as a member 
of National League for Democ-
racy (NLD) in the 2020 General 
Election. The military, no matter 
how they disguise themselves 
in different uniforms, hates the 
students fighting for freedom, 
justice and truth.

Undoubtedly, the July 7 student 
movement is one of the most 
important political events led by 
the students. It was the first time 
the Yangon University students 
staged a protest against the ty-
rant General Ne Win and his mil-
itary government three months 
after the military coup in Myan-
mar’s history. But, their cries for 
freedom and justice faced the 
gunshots. In honor of the stu-
dents who sacrificed their lives, 
Myanmar pro-democracy activ-
ists this month commemorat-
ed the event of 7th July to keep 
alive the history of the students 
who were killed at the hands of 
the military violence. This year, 
protests in commemoration 
of the 60th anniversary of the 
crackdown were observed amid 
tight security in Sarlingyi, Yin-
marbin, Tamu, Kani, Kalay, Ayad-
aw townships in Sagaing Region, 

Dawei and Launglon townships 
in Taninthayi Region, Taungoo 
Township in Bago Region, Hpa-
kant Township in Kachin State, 
Thanbyuzayat Township in Mon 
State; as well as some parts of 
big cities Yangon and Mandalay. 
In the big cities, these protests 
are often led by the members of 
Students’ Unions. The same pro-
tests were observed last year to 
commemorate the 59th anniver-
sary of 7 July amid violent crack-
downs. The event that took place 
60 years ago on July 7 is ac-
knowledged as an important his-
tory of the student movements 
in Myanmar, and continues to 
inspire later student movements 
in the country. It is in their spirits, 
the citizens of this country con-
tinue to fight for the hopeful fu-
ture.

In Honor of the 7 July, Myanmar Continues to 
Fight Against Oppression
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SAC airstrikes killed 
members of AA in Kar-
en State
On the afternoon of July 4, fighter 

jets of SAC dropped bombs on one 

of the stations of Arakan Army (AA) 

in the territory of Karen Nation-

al Liberation Army (KNLA) Bridge 

KNU distanced itself 
from formation of new 
Karen armed group, 
Kawthoolei Army
On July 16, Saw Nedah Mya, the 

former commander of the Kar-

en National Defense Organization 

(KNDO), signed and formed a new 

Karen armed group “Kawthoolei 

Army”, citing the reason as the re-

quirement of Karen’s resistance. 

5 in Karen State. The attack that 

killed at least six soldiers of AA 

came as a surprise as there was 

no ongoing clash between two 

counterparts in this area or be-

tween any armed forces near 

the station. According to AA’s 

spokesperson, the offensive was 

Saw Nedah Mya told Karen In-

formation Center (KIC) that this 

formation did not mean he was 

neither opposing the parent or-

ganization Karen National Union 

(KNU) nor the Karen public. On 

July 20, KNU denounced the for-

mation of a new armed group, 

and disassociated itself from the 

Kawthoolei Army. In KNU’s state-

ment, Saw Nedah Mya was sus-

deliberate and AA would respond 

as it finds necessary. Multiple loss-

es were caused by the airstrike 

including a hospital, a clinic and a 

garment factory in addition to the 

soldiers’ lives. 

pended from his position as the 

commander of KNDO last year as 

an investigation was in progress 

for the extrajudicial killing commit-

ted by KNDO under his command, 

and eventually dismissed from the 

position permanently in January 

2020 due to his failure to cooper-

ate in the investigation process as 

a leader. 

Highlights of the Armed Resistance 
in July

Five-day of airstrikes 
reported in Yaw Area, 
Gantgaw Tsp, Magway 
Reigon
Civilians and PDFs from Yaw Area, 

Gantgaw Township of Magway 

Region have called for attention 

as the junta’s forces have been 

conducting airstrikes on their vil-

lages since martyr’s day on July 

19, and yet there was no media 

coverage. Townships from Mag-

way such as Gantgaw, Htilin, 

Kyauthtu, Kyaw, Saw have been 

cut off from internet access for 

nine months now and people from 

those areas have been attacked 

by the excessive forces of the jun-

ta both on the ground and on air 

without much help from outside 

their region.

PDF in Sagaing given 
federalism class
Only July 29, the leaders of gue-

rilla protests from Mandalay and 

Monywa townships traveled to 

Sagaing Region and provided 

knowledge-sharing sessions to 

resistance forces in Chaung-U 

Township. The session gave in-

sights on the chains of command 

and the code of conduct issued 

by the National Unity Govern-

ment (NUG), agreements from the 

Geneva Convention, and human 

rights. The organizer Ma Aye Myint 

Aung Aung said the rangers active-

ly participated in the activities and 

discussions.

Skirmish recorded on 
daily basis in Myawad-
dy tsp, Karen State
Since early July, encounters be-

tween the junta’s forces and the 

Cobra Column under the com-

mand of the Karen National Union 

(KNU) have been recorded ev-

ery day near Thone Htet Kway, 

Myawaddy-Wawlay Road in 

Southern Myawaddy Township 

Karen State, according to Co-

bra’s spokesperson. Heavy ar-

tillery shelling was witnessed 

from both sides, he added. The 

skirmish on July 28 resulted in one 

death from Cobra Column and two 

wounded from the SAC. The battle 

on the next day (July 29) killed one 

captain from the junta and injured 

two.



15


