Recap
Back on February 1, 2022, Min Aung
Hlaing committed a bloodless coup
and seized all the essential administrative departments, effectively
taking over the country in less than
24 hours. The people we thought
were in “power” were in fact helpless. His supporters were made
proud. Most of the population was
outraged but at the same time, we
were given a reality check on how
significant of a role the military still
has in Myanmar’s fate. We were
disappointed at how easily the regime could wipe out all the dreams
and hopes of a whole nation in just
one morning. Eighteen months later, Min Aung Hlaing sits on his China-made throne and scratches his
head as he starts to lose control of a
steering wheel that was never his. It
may have worked out for him in last
year as he pointed a gun at people
and put them behind bars, but now
he realizes that he can’t draw a gun
on the country’s economy and demand it works. Sooner rather than
later, he will learn it the hard way
that if war doesn’t chop his head
off, the failed economy will.
It has not been even a month
since the regime’s controlled Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) announced the new exchange rate of
2,100 MMK per USD. As of writing
this, the market rate dances around
4,000 MMK per dollar. The price of
fuel and gold has been talk of the
town once again, followed by the
costs of groceries. As if people’s
lives were not hard enough previously, Min Aung Hlaing’s mismanagement worsened in August and
choked us even more. The businesses have considered halting
operations, and some have already
planned to do so. People making average income have flown to
Thailand to open bank accounts
to convert to Thai baht and save
hard-earned cash in the ways they
can think of. If there is someone in
a family who earns in foreign cur-

rency, he or she deserves to be
worshipped like Greek gods.
Myanmar Kyats is on its course
to be worthless. Again, such occurrences are no strangers to us.
We have had cash crunches, and
price hikes of fuel and gold previously. But this time, it feels so
real that complete destruction is
near us.
On the other hand, the regime’s
strategies to demolish the resistance movements have been
stronger, and sadly more effective. Urban guerilla rangers are
more frequently compromised
and tortured to death, students
are restricted to take alternative
education programs other than
the military-controlled schools,
and people are limited to saying
anything against the regime on
social media. A few folks were
arrested in August for writing
comments on the social media
posts of either pro-resistance
media or social influencers. The
youths that participated in the
iconic 8888 resistance movement in Yangon were abducted
and tortured. It’s just a few pictures of youths holding umbrellas with 8888 signs, but to the regime, it’s the biggest crime that
a person could commit in this
country. However, the youths’
efforts did not go in vain, their
pictures made the headlines
across the globe and will remain
an important part of the resistance. Moreover, the regime has
taken an extra step in oppressing the Sagaing Region where
the armed resistance is the most
strong. People with the National Registration Cards (NRC) from
Sagaing Region (5/) have been
denied employment or accommodation when they travel due
to the alleged relations with the
People’s Defense Forces (PDF).
Hundreds of factory workers in
Yangon alone were said to have
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been released due to their connection with the home region.
On the international front, Germany
has announced that it will intervene
in the court proceedings against the
Myanmar military before the ICJ on
the genocide of Rohingyas. The UK
has imposed fresh rounds of sanctions, targeting the businesses of
Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae
Sone who has recently won multiple
large-scale projects from his daddy. Malaysian Minister for Foreign
Affairs Saifuddin Abdullah has once
again voiced his support towards
the people of Myanmar and urged
the ASEAN to interact with the National Unity of Government (NUG)
but to no avail so far. Many countries who have either condemned
the coup or pledged solidarity with
the people of Myanmar have done
very little compared with the junta’s small number of friends on the
international front. At least Russia is
bold enough to sell the weapons to
the regime.
Last but not least, it is fair to say
that the superior mentality of the
resistance rangers against Min Aung
Hlaing’s army has remained intact.
Despite hundreds of urban guerilla
soldiers that were abducted and tortured in August, despite the losses
of lives due to the junta’s airstrikes,
the resistance forces have defeated
the regime’s military on the ground
on various occasions. Casualties of
the State Administration Council
(SAC)’s soldiers still largely outnumber that of the people’s side. However, the loss of the junta is still minimal compared with its established
institution while the people’s resistance forces have been losing key
members left and right. Unless we
can think of a way to hurt the inner
circle of the regime, the armed resistance may take a different direction a few months from now. Unless
a failed economy could intervene in
the meantime.

2022
August 1, 2022
The military council announced the extension of
the state of emergency for another six months.

August
Timeline

August 3, 2022
The regime provided weapons to pro-military
supporters with a “handover ceremony”in Aung
Myay Tharzan Township, Mandalay.
Clashes between junta troops and Kachin Independence Army in N’Wan Kawng displaced
about 100 people to take refuge in Sadone Baptist Church, and people were in need of food and
medical supplies.
UNOCHA said that the junta’s restrictions on
transportation of essential goods such as food
and medical supplies hindered provision of humanitarian assistance to refugees and IDPs in
Chin State, Sagaing Region, Karenni (Kayah)
State, Magway Region, and Bago Region.

August 4, 2022
A local research group in Tanintharyi Region,
Southern Monitor reported on August 4 that at
least 214 civilians had been killed, 89 injured and
at least 17,415 people had to flee their homes in
the 18 months since the February 2021 military
coup. In addition, the report said 93 homes in the
region were destroyed in arson attacks over the
same period.
Dr. Htar Htar Lin, director of Covid-19 vaccination
program under the NLD government, was in a
police car accident, fracturing her shoulder.
August 5, 2022
The junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) issued a notification with immediate effect that allowed businesses to exchange only
65% from 100% previously, and announced its
new mandatory exchange rate of 2,100 MMK per
dollar, which used to be 1,850 MMK.
The regime announced that it had opened a legal
case against Thin Zaw Wint Kyaw and Nang Mwe
San, two of the most popular Myanmar models
for allegedly damaging the country’s culture by
distributing sexually exploitive pictures on Onlyfans Website.
In early hours, more than 5000 youth fought for
the level four test forms of the Japanese language proficiency (JLPT N4) examination scheduled in December. The Myanmar Association of
Japan Alumni (MAJA) canceled the selling of
test forms upon seeing the crowd, the military
showed up and arrested at least 10 youths.

August 6, 2022
U Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary of the
Ministry of Defense, the National Unity Government (NUG), said that rewards will be provided
to junta soldiers who defect with anti-aircraft
weapons.
Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan
said to the reporters following the ASEAN foreign
ministers’ meeting that there is real danger that
the coup in Myanmar has been leading toward a
civil war, with no positivity seen from the junta to
implement the five-point consensus.
August 7, 2022
Workers who are from Sagaing and Magway region, as shown in the National Registration Card
(NRC), have been fired from their jobs in the
factories in Yangon. In total, it is estimated that
around hundreds have been fired due to their
conflict hotbed origins.
Myanmar ambassador to China U Myo Thant Pe
passed away in Kunming due to heart failure.

August 8, 2022
Commemoration protests were observed in the
spirit of the historical 8.8.88 demonstration that
saw thousands of protesters shot dead by the
former military. Protesters these days in Myanmar, including Burmese people around the world
have been staging protests in the spirit of 8.8.88
and calling for an end to dictatorship and military
violence.
Clashes between the Shanni Nationalities Army
and the joint alliance of PDFs and Kachin Independence Army have been escalating in Kachin
State’s Hpakant Township. Over 3,000 residents
had been displaced to six villages about 25 miles
away from home since August 8.

August 9, 2022
In Japan, Revolution Tokyo Myanmar and Five
Star FC Japan led a fundraising football match at
Yokohama Aoba Sky field inviting more than 48
men teams and four women teams.
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August 10, 2022
UNOCHA reported that 162 civilians had been
killed by landmines and explosive remnants of
war between January and May of 2022.

August 11, 2022
Kun Francisco, the president of Kayan Literature
and Culture Committee was shot twice and killed
by two unknown gunmen on his way home in Pekon, the border town and Shan and Kayah states.
Twelve international organizations including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Save
the Children, World Vision International among
others addressed the coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing as prime minister of the Government of
Myanmar, calling him for an expansion of the
right to education for children.
Justice for Myanmar, in its latest report, disclosed
that a total of 116 companies act as arm brokers
for the Myanmar military, most of the companies
in the list operated outside Myanmar, and a third
of them are subsidiaries or associated to companies based in Singapore.
RFA Burmese reported that more than 12,000 civilians from nearly two dozen villages fled their
homes, and at least 29 civilians and resistance
fighters were killed in junta raids between August
1-8 in Tabayin, Myinmu and Monywa townships,
Sagaing Region.
The regime used both aerial and infantry attacks
at civilians from Yin Paung Taing Village in the
southern part of Sagaing Region, destroying the
entire village and killing at least 18 people, including a 10-year-old girl.

August 12, 2022
Myanmar Now reported that MP Watanabe from
Japan arrived in Naypyidaw and had a meeting
with the military council. Nikkei Asia Review reported that the purpose of the Japanese parliamentarian was to discuss the release of the detained Japanese filmmaker.
Myanmar migrant workers from Samut Sakhorn,
Thailand held a football match with groups from
four different factories and raised funds for the
PDF. The football match was led by the Thailand
Myanmar Royal Dragon Army Defense Local Support Group TDSG (MRDA)
August 13, 2022
A total of 386 local and international NGOs and
CSOs condemned the statement which addressed the junta “prime minister” for it can be
connoted as legitimation of his power siege, demanded formal apology towards the public of
Myanmar, and requested to engage with the civilian-elected National Unity Government (NUG).
In the liberated area in Kachin State, youth
groups, student unions and civil societies together with the Ministry of Women, Youths and
Children Affairs (MOWYA) held an International
Youth Day event with video conference.
Myanmar citizens in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) also organized a football match and raised
more than 3,100,000 MMK.
Arakan Army (AA) and regime forces encountered in three separate areas in Rakhine State:
in the north and south of Maungdaw Township,
and near Rathedaung Township.

August 14, 2022
Myanmar citizens held a football match in Bangphi, Bangkok, to raise funds in order to support
People Defense Forces (PDF) inside the country.
Workers Union from Myanmar Paung Chein factory which produced Adidas shoes demanded a
raise on basic salary: from MMK 4800 to MMK
8000.
According to a statement released by the Karen
National Union, recent military operations in Mon
State and Bago Region have displaced a total of
154,866 civilians from Mon State’s Thaton District
and Bago Region’s Nyaunglebin Township.
The combined forces of Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and PDF mounted an assault on the
regime’s outpost manned by Infantry Unit 366
in Pinlebu Town, killing more than 30 soldiers of
the regime.

August 15, 2022
The junta-court sentenced the detained leader
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi with four more corruption
charges with six years jail time in addition to the
existing 11 years of imprisonment.
According to an AP news report, the transaction
for sales of oil and gas to China was unable to
proceed due to the EU sanction.
Ko Kyaw Khant, the leader of Ywarngan Urban
Guerilla (YUG) and Ko Myat Min, the leader of
Taunggyi PDF were abducted by the junta’s forces at a camp for Internally Displaced Persons
(IDP) inside a monastery in Taunggyi, Shan State.
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August 16, 2022
UN Special Envoy to Myanmar Dr Noeleen Heyzer made her first visit to Myanmar, and held
meetings with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, and
junta-appointed foreign minister Wunna Maung
Lwin the next day. Her request to meet detained
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was denied.

August 17, 2022
During the press conference by the military,
spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said that Myanmar
and Russia planned to open consulate offices in
each other’s country.
The Bank of China refused to handle payments
in euros to Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise for its
concerns of violating the EU sanctions.

August 18, 2022
In the post-trip statement, Dr Heyzer said that
this trip was to express the UN’s concern and to
de-escalate the violence inside the country. She
also said that her visit and dialogue with the military did not legitimize the regime.
The junta’s forces have been reportedly conducting an offensive in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State via multiple routes. At first, airstrikes
were conducted near Phayargone, the south of
Myawaddy Town at the night of August 18, followed by a ground operation including heavy artillery on the next day from morning to night.

August 20, 2022
The military regime forced to retire two renown
ministers, and the leadership of the Central Bank
of Myanmar (CBM), and reshuffled the cabinet
with little changes.
In Kachin’s Hpakant township, people took to
the streets to protest in remembrance of the
one-year-anniversary of the internet shutdown in
Hpakant township, imposed by the junta.
A new 50-bed hospital for the people was founded in Falam, Chin State by the Chin National Organization (CNO).
News of Yangon Revolution Facebook page announced that the military detained youths from
Insein Township who staged 8888 Umbrella protests on August 8. They are now being held at an
interrogation center.

August 21, 2022
Khit Thit Media reported that the military
planned to construct housing for Air Force personnel and airmen who no longer dared to live
outside the military bases, and all the permits for
the Air Force housing project are granted to Sky
One Company, owned by Min Aung Hlaing’s son
Aung Pyae Sone.

August 22, 2022
At a meeting in Naypyidaw, Min Aung Hlaing suggested that if ethnic armed organizations (EAO)
that have signed the Nationalwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) join the Myanmar military or its
Border Guard Force (BGF), they will not be asked
to surrender their weapons.
The regime-controlled Supreme Court gave a
verdict to auction off the detained leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s home, No. 54 University Avenue Road. The eldest son of Aung San family U
Aung San Oo called to auction off the lakeside
residence and share the proceeds, while the
younger sister wanted to turn it into a museum.

August 24, 2022
Vicky Bowman, former British ambassador, and
her husband Artist Htein Lin were arrested by
the regime on the night. They are now remanded
and will be charged for breaching of immigration
law.
OCHA Myanmar issued a statement that the ongoing fighting between the regime forces and
Arakan Army (AA) have restricted the transport
of medicines and food rations as security tightened in Chin State’s Paletwa Township and Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township.
The military-controlled tribunal inside Oh-bo
Prison in Mandalay sentenced the former photojournalist Ko Zaw Zaw to three years imprisonment.
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August 25, 2022
Local and international communities remember
the Rohingya Genocide Remember Day. This
year, Rohingya leaders and activists held an online seminar to remember the tragic event of
mass killing where Malaysia’s foreign minister,
and US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet were among the speakers.
The Federal Foreign Office of Germany released
a statement remembering the ethnic cleansing
carried out by the Myanmar military, and announced that Germany will now intervene in the
court proceedings before the ICJ.
The UK government announced a new round of
sanctions to remember the fifth anniversary of
the military’s “ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya”. Three new military-linked companies
hit the list.

August 27, 2022
Political prisoners in Insein Prison leaked a request letter to family members and donors not to
send military-related products for them.
The junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) declared that exchanging foreign currencies with market rate, and selling-buying foreign
currencies including US dollars illegal. If civilians/
businesses are found selling/purchasing foreign
currencies, they will be charged with Foreign
Currency Management Law.
August 29, 2022
Myanmar Now reported that pro-military thug
group Pyu Saw Htee has been recruiting and operating in outskirt and underdeveloped parts of
Yangon, in order to defeat urban guerrilla resistance forces.

August 30, 2022
Myanmar Now’s report said that due to the multiple warfront all over the country, the military no
longer allows retirement from the military, even
those who are infected with infectious disease.
Although the regime declared it illegal for selling/exchanging foreign currencies at market
rate, local airlines which are somehow connected with the military such as MAI and Air KBZ
used an exchange rate which is slightly lower
than market rate for its ticket sales.
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The Significant 8888
Most of us grew up listening to
stories from the 8888 Uprising
which took down General Ne Win
and his Burmese Way to Socialism. Several personal accounts
we learn from our parents and
grandparents revolve around
how, on August 8 of 1988, the
major uprising inclusive of people from different classes, occupations and industry, marched
on the streets to protest against
the military government, where
hundreds of protesters were
shot in the Riot Police’s brutal crackdown. In our collective
memories, the four-digit 8888
can be interpreted as the symbol
of resistance and resilience.
Here’s a little crash course on
what happened in 1988 in Myanmar. While most of us associate
only the month August with the
nationwide uprising, tensions
had built up several months prior
to the breaking point. On March
12, 1988, students from Rangoon
Institute of Technology (RIT) and
local youths had a brawl at a tea
shop, and those two students
unjustly faced Insein Riot Police’s
arrest and legal charges since
one of their counterparts was related to the local administrator
under the regime. The next day,
students marched for the release of the detained students,
but they faced more police brutality, resulting in the death of a
student, Maung Phone Maw who
was shot and killed. This further
triggered more student demonstrations in Yangon, where “almost 300 students were reportedly killed by the riot police”.
While the students were leading
demonstrations, the anti-military
sentiment grew in the society
as the people suffered from the

economic mismanagement and
corruption of General Ne Win’s
rule. More and more anti-regime
protests were observed in major cities such as Bago, Pyay and
Mawlamyine in June 1988. These
anti-government protests led to
the resignation of General Ne
Win on July 23, 1988. In his resignation speech, Ne Win took “his
indirect responsibility” for the
military’s violent crackdown on
students and civilian protesters
in March and June. The infamous
line of Ne Win, “I want to warn
the people across the country
that when the army opens fire,
it aims at you, not at the sky. So
bear that in mind next time when
you consider causing a riot” was
said in the same speech. Promised for a multiparty system, Ne
Win appointed Sein Lwin, who
was known as “Butcher of Rangoon” for his leadership in killing
and dynamiting Students’ Union
building in Rangoon University in
1962, as the new president. The
new presidential appointment
angered the students and the
public, who were already ignited
with rage under Ne Win’s military rule. A general strike was
planned on August 8, 1988 and
named “The Four Eights” movement to revolt against the newly-appointed Sein Lwin’s rule.
The photographs from the 8888
Uprising showed us that Myanmar people were fed up with
the military rule which crippled
the country in every possible
way. From artists to students,
civil servants to factory workers, people took to the street
in defiance against the military
rule. And the military generals
resolved the political crisis with
the only language they knew
which was “violence”. Several
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sources estimated that casualties amounted from hundreds to
10,000 while BBC News reported
at least 3,000 people were killed
in the Uprising. As the country remained unrest, a group of
putschists formed the “State Law
and Order Restoration Council”
on September 18, led by General Saw Maung with 19 officers of
general, brigadier, and colonel
ranks, seized control of the state.
A new military leadership with
more rigid oppression began,
and the rest was history.
In post-2011 Myanmar, former
political
prisoners,
students’
union leaders and freedom-loving public commemorated the
people who sacrificed their lives
in this ugly chapter of our country’s struggle for democracy. This
year, amidst the deadly danger
of the Min Aung Hlaing-led military regime, protesters across
the country came out in remembrance of the 8888 Uprising;
some in mass rallies while others
in guerrilla style. Among them,
the four youths walked around
Yangon with four black umbrellas on which the number 8s
were painted. The 8888 umbrella-youths took photographs at
significant places of Yangon such
as the Sule area, and posted on
social media to remind all Myanmar people across the country
and across the globe that we are
still in the same fight as 34 years
ago. One of the photos even
resembled the Beatles’ Abbey
Road album cover where they
walked on the zebra crossing.
Inspired by the umbrella youths,
Myanmar diaspora groups followed the trendy protest as later
in the week, the 8888 umbrellas
were observed in New York, Paris, Sydney, Prague, Tokyo, Seoul

and Taiwan.
While their symbolic umbrellas traveled across the world,
the News of Yangon Revolution
Facebook page announced on
August 20 that the regime detained the 8888 umbrella youths,
and sent them to an interroga-

tion center. On August 25, the
regime-controlled social media
accounts released a photo of the
two youths with the umbrellas,
in which they were heavily tortured. There is no surprise that
the youths of Myanmar from different generations have continued to sacrifice their lives in the

name of democracy, freedom
and betterment of the country.
Just like we remember the 8888
Uprising collectively, we will tell
the stories from the 2021 Revolution to our younglings, and they
will remember our stories, and
pass on.
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“In a multiverse, damn my luck to be
standing right here.”
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The Cost of the Coup
With depreciated
income, every costs
including food,
transportation, medicines,
child accessories and
utilities have also risen.
Quality of food, standard of
living and health care
have been
compromised.

A family's income in MMK
which was equivalent of
1,000 USD before the coup
has been reduced down to
merely 430 USD due to the
ever-increasing inflation.

Minimum wage
remains at 4,800
MMK per day

Income in USD = received by 2,100
MMK official rate set by the regime
Expense in USD = pay by market
rate (approx. >3,000 MMK)

Figures shown in MMK

1 USD
1,300

1 VISS OF ONION
1,000
3,500

>3,000

1 LITRE OF GASOLINE

1 VISS OF COOKING OIL

600 - 750

5,000
2,700

10,000

1 TICAL OF GOLD

1 BAG OF RICE (49 KG)

1.3 MIL

60,000
100,000

>3 MIL

Before coup

Current price
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Lives Impacted
Deliveryman
Paing, a 21-year-old, is a Foodpanda rider in Yangon,
who is from a family of eight. He started the food carrier job a year and a half ago. He used to make 15,000
MMK per day back then, today he makes about 7,000
MMK due to the reduced fees from Foodpanda. As he
has siblings with respective jobs, the family still can
put food on the table. The biggest cut he has to make
is the internet bills since data packages cost double today. He used to spend 1,000 MMK every two days but
he is now trying to get by three to four days with the
same amount now. However, it’s been difficult as his
job requires constant internet and Foodpanda doesn’t
compensate the riders for the internet and communication costs although the core part of the job relies on
both.

Flower Vendor
Thandar, in her early 50s, wakes up at 4 in the morning to buy flowers from Thirimingalar Market and resell them in her local market. She sits and sells them
in the tiny shop all morning until the market is closed.
And then she puts the remaining flowers in a basket,
carries them on her head, and walks around Yangon
for more customers the whole day. Although it is a
tiring job, the reward was once worthwhile. Before
the coup, there were days when she made about
100,000 MMK and her net profit was about 30,000
MMK. Today, with the same effort, the most she
could sell is about 35,000 MMK. Misery comes in a
company, her two daughters on minimum wages
have lost their jobs since the early days of the coup
and she is the only one with the income in a family
of six today. With every cost going rocket high, what
hit her the most has been the grocery price. Feeding
two old parents, young children, and a sick husband
is not an easy job for a woman like her in this climate
but she is not giving up without a fight.
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Lives Impacted
Trishaw Driver
Trishaw driver Win, 45, carries people on his trishaw
to their destination and delivers food and groceries
door to door for a living in Yangon. He makes about
20,000 to 30,000 MMK per day. It’s more or less
what Win used to make before the coup. But what
he can buy today with that amount is a lot less. He
was able to enjoy himself and save up for his family of four in the past. Today, a cup of tea costs 800
MMK, it was 500 MMK a year ago. Fried rice with an
egg is 1,500 MMK today, used to be 1,000 MMK. So,
although Win still has the same income as two years
ago, life has gotten rougher. He managed to have
two cans of beer occasionally after work as the only
entertainment in his life. Today, Win relies on cheap
Myanmar-made hard liquor instead.

Security Guard
Zaw, 53, is a security guard of a condominium in
Yangon who earns 130,000 MMK per month. Before the coup, he was saving 100,000 MMK per
month to repair his house and look after his unwell son. After kyat depreciation, he could barely
support his family on that income alone. Being a
breadwinner, he must find a side hustle to support
his family. Due to his humble and helpful nature,
he usually gets tipped by the residents which has
come in handy in this hardship but never enough.
He used to spend 1,000 MMK for breakfast before
but since the price has gone up to 1,500 MMK, he
now skips his breakfast and has lunch at 11 am.
He used to take his son to a government hospital
where the service was free but the medicines usually cost about 50,000 MMK. No longer being able
to afford it, Zaw now gets his son Burmese traditional medicines as treatment.
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Hearing out the Elected:
Interview with an NLD’s representative
revolution.

The National League for Democracy has been a long-time threat
to the military since its formation
in 1988. The tremendous support that NLD received from the
public had irritated the military
during the democratization period, and the result of the 2020
General Election, where the NLD
won a landslide for the second
time, had changed the fate of
the entire country by pushing
Min Aung Hlaing to stage a coup.
More than 18 months after the
coup, the revolution transformed
into an armed resistance with
the parallel government National
Unity Government (NUG) at the
leadership position, supported
by local resistance leaders and
fighters, striking civil servants,
and diasporic fundraisers. This
month, we talked to U Bo Bo Oo,
an NLD MP-elect who is not new
to parliamentary politics as he
was elected as a lawmaker for
Sanchaung Township of Yangon
in the 2015 General Election. He
was about to assume a public
office at Yangon Regional Parliament when the coup was staged.
After the coup, he is now serving
as a member of the Committee
Representing Yangon Hluttaw
(CRYH). We had a chat with him
to find out what and how the
NLD has been contributing to the

MM: Today, we as the general
public, non-experts, see that
NUG is taking charge in the
anti-regime revolution, what
do you think is the NLD’s main
contribution to the cause?
BBO: NLD is a political party that
has won landslide elections in the
past, including the 2020 election.
The party focused on national reconciliation – attempted to
include all party representation,
as well as the military representatives. From the amendment of
the 2008 Constitution, the party
had planned ahead for a new administration but the coup happened as everybody knew. All our
leaders were detained, CRPH was
formed, and the political landscape completely changed. Now
that we are in wartime, defending ourselves from the military
regime. We have to look ahead at
the flag to see who’s leading us,
and the NUG holds the flag right
now, taking the lead. No group,
even NLD, should try to take the
leadership that NUG has now,
but rather support them.
MM: What’s the relationship
between the NLD and the NUG
now?
BBO: After winning the 2020
Election, the NLD was prepared
in various aspects to commence a new parliament – such
as warmly welcoming all other
political parties. But it all went
down the drain when the coup
was staged. As things unfolded,
as we know, CRPH was formed,
then the NUG was formed. Since
the NLD won by landslide, of
course, the number of NLD representatives is large in the NUG.
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Throughout this journey, the NLD
as a political party has supported
and cooperated with the NUG’s
political moves.
MM: In addition to supporting
the NUG, what kind of tasks
does the party have?
BBO: The NLD accepts that the
NUG’s declaration of defensive
war is a just war. Since the NLD is
a political party, there is no policy
for its members to take up arms.
But we do not interfere with the
NUG’s declaration of war which
was derived from the requirements of the current political
climate. The NLD members and
the NUG cabinet members have
good relations. As a political party, we value democracy, and we
continue to work for the public.
MM: We were under the impression that the SAC set out
to demolish the NLD party in
the early days of the coup, yet
it seems Min Aung Hlaing is
backtracking on that mission,
maybe attempting to include
the party in his scam election,
what do you think changed his
mind?
BBO: It’s because the State Administration Council (SAC) is
afraid of China. China, both as a
nation and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), requested the
SAC not to abolish the NLD. The
support came not because the
parties shared core values, but
because the CCP knew that if the
NLD was abolished in Myanmar,
more complications would arise.
China knows very well that the
NLD received tremendous support from the public. The military always underestimated the
support we get from the pub-

lic: from the 2012 election to the
very recent 2020 election. What
I’m trying to say is that the NLD
is a people’s party because NLD
members are willing to do anything for the people. And CCP
understands that. That’s why it
stands with the NLD to prevent
Myanmar from getting worse.
MM: So what’s the NLD and China’s relationship?
BBO: In the past, China didn’t
really care about the NLD, they
only cared about the USDP. But,
the time when DASSK won a parliamentary seat in 2012 and President Xi’s rise to power in 2013
coincide. We could say that they
became contemporary leaders.
Later China understands the role
of NLD, and the support NLD
gets from the people. It’s only
been about a decade since China
started engaging with us.
MM: Are you aware of any official requests from the ASEAN
Special Envoy to meet with the
NLD representative? If you cannot speak on behalf of the party, please make a comment as
an observer.
BBO: In deciding which side to
engage with, diplomatic missions and UN agencies look at
who get control of the capital.
Whoever gets control of administrative systems is favored in this
way. In addition to having control
of Naypyidaw, the military pressured these international missions not to engage with CRPH
and NUG. Apparently, these diplomatic missions and UN agen-

cies had to follow these rules. It
seems whatever statement they
issue, they end up following the
restrictions that SAC issues. But
one interesting thing is that the
SAC has not imposed strict directives on engagement with the
NLD so far though. In this case,
what confuses these foreign
missions is that some members
of the NLD are also members of
CRPH or NUG. So I think they try
to find and engage with someone who is neutral, who is an
NLD member but also does not
irritate the SAC much. You may
have heard rumors about some
NLD members planning to meet
this ASEAN envoy, but in the
end, nobody dared to represent
the NLD. Without the blessing of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, nobody
can meet anyone on behalf of
the NLD.
MM: If somebody from the party should meet the envoy tomorrow, whom do you think
should represent the NLD flag,
and what should be his or her
message?
BBO: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has
the blessing from the party to
lead the dialogues. I think there
is no point in protesting the
ASEAN envoy or their five-point
consensus. We must rather prepare what we want when the
time comes for dialogues. Min
Aung Hlaing had already laid out
three preconditions he wanted.
We must tell the world what we
want, and how we want. It is the
duty of politicians to express the
people’s will in those dialogues.

“What I’m trying to say is that political problems should be resolved in political ways.
One side can’t eradicate the other entirely.
There will be a time to resolve the problems
with dialogues.”
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What I’m trying to say is that
political problems should be resolved in political ways. One side
can’t eradicate the other entirely. There will be a time to resolve
the problems with dialogues. Different people will have different
opinions to uproot the military
rule but we all have the same
goal, to end the military dictatorship in Myanmar. We must look
far ahead, we can’t be shortsighted.
MM: Are you trying to say that
DASSK is the only person to
have such dialogues? We can’t
make sense of DASSK leading
dialogues considering the current situation where she’s kept
and not allowed to meet with
any envoy who’s come and visited. Isn’t it a deadlock unless
somebody represents the NLD
on her behalf?
BBO: We’ve asked multiple times
for the release of all political prisoners. We’ve demanded to acknowledge the 2020 Election results, and implement them. This
does not mean that we are trying
to bring the 2008 Constitution
back. But we must be clear about
what we want – but also we must
think of the most plausible way
to end the vicious cycle of military coups.
MM: On July 5, the NLD issued
a statement that claimed that
there were attempts by some
party members to reopen NLD
offices. Could you provide further/more precise information
on this claim?
BBO: There are only less than
five members who attempted,
that much i’ll say. And you know
there are certain forces that want
Myanmar’s turmoil to be over
soon, so persuasion and influences of these forces can also be
sensed over this handful of people. But I’d say it’s not a success.
We experienced back in 2010

when some members parted
ways with us, but it’s only a small
faction of the party that it did not
even matter.
MM: If the SAC succeeds in
holding an election in 2023, do
you foresee some of the members might jump ship and proceed to join it, under the flag
of the NLD regardless of the
objection from both the public
and the hierarchy?
BBO: It’s a very difficult move
to completely go against the
public’s will. Politicians will not
survive without the backing of
the people. Even if certain people leave the NLD, and enter the
election, I don’t think it’s gonna
be a success.
MM: As an elected representative of the people through an

election, what’s the best one
can do in this revolution besides supporting the armed resistance?
BBO:
Parliamentarians
have
three major tasks: law-making,
checking and balancing the government, and representing the
people. In this current political
climate, it’s very difficult to conduct checks and balances with
the government. So that’s out
of the picture. In terms of lawmaking, we amended certain
laws and regulations to support
the defensive war. This is what
we did as lawmakers. Personally, I’ve held town hall meetings
with my constituents, I was also
engaged with my constituents in
Dala to provide water for them.
We also helped with supporting
CDM workers from our respective constituencies. I can prom-

ise you that most of the NLD MPelects, although not picking up
arms, are working for the people,
and we are working 24/7 for our
people.
MM: Anything that you would
like to add?
BBO: As long as Min Aung Hlaing
is in control, Myanmar’s politics
will never be good. He shouldn’t
have any power in Myanmar’s
politics. As for the future of the
military, the institution must
serve the public, and shouldn’t
be above the public or any elected government. I want to suggest all political leaders prepare
for the most plausible ways to
end this turmoil. The last thing I
want to say is that the people will
win eventually.

We write weekly to
document the coup, to
share our experience,
and to contemplate.
The daily entries can be
read here:
https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/
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Mandalay
The roads in Mandalay are paved with blood.
Maroon and gold, the hue of betel nut
and banana leaf still taints the city.
Oh, royalty ain’t what it used to be.
My father’s father used to be a prince.
Took a canoe out on darkling waters
to meet his lady love on red dirt shores.
To keep awake, he bit on betel nut.
But moonless he forgot her silhouette,
and wandered home. I don’t think he returned.
Don’t think he waited for the sun to rise,
to see her sleeping figure on the shore.
I think this happens closer to my time.
Think the everyday of lovers’ messes
are likely still, although our country burns.
Amid gunshots, I think about the girl.
Long sleeves and patterned skirts, her sandaled feet
waiting by the white pagoda. Her love
still watching for a moon that will not rise.
Tonight I see her running out her house.
Soldiers strap her father’s hands behind him.
But here tonight they will not find the girl.
She will wrap herself in banana leaves.
Her moonlit heart will taste of jaggery.
The only kind of mercy that we know:
although they stain the rivers ruby red,
they will not find her here in Mandalay.
- MMPT -
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Myanmar’s Resistance Continues to Survive through

Hard-earned Funds Around the Globe
The Myanmar revolution is a
costly revolution as it needs continuous funding. And it has been
indeed an ongoing struggle to
fund this revolution. The latest
global fundraising campaign in
Myanmar is called “Project Upstream’’ which lasts just 10 days
from August 26 to September 4.
This campaign, currently trending among Myanmar social media users, is based on a wooden
relief carving handcrafted by U
Htein Lin (Kim Aris), the younger
son of the detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
Global fundraisers from almost
two dozen countries have joined
to invite Burmese people both
abroad and inside the country to
buy a 100-USD-ticket where the
winner could get U Htein Lin’s
handcrafted woodwork. In August alone, more than four different global campaigns for various causes have been launched.
These include campaigns to
support People’s Defense Forces (PDF) in the strongholds of
resistance; for victims of arson

“Inside the country,
it has become extremely difficult to
receive donations
with the current
rate of skyrocketed cost of living,
price of commodities, inflation, and
depreciation of the
kyats..”

attacks and for the displaced
persons in the conflict-ridden areas. It is reported that the “Project Upstream” received over half
a million US dollars within five
days, already having sold 8000
tickets. Although the majority of
the global fundraising campaigns
have been successful, fundraising have proven to be more and
more difficult with each passing
time.
Fundraising and crowdfunding
among Myanmar nationals to
support Myanmar’s revolution
have been an ongoing activity
for more than a year as no substantive international support is
received. As a result, Myanmar
people have resorted to financial support from the Burmese
diaspora abroad and people inside the country. In fact, since
September last year with the
announcement of the launch of
the defensive war against the
military, a variety of creative
fundraising and crowdfunding
campaigns have emerged. The
first-ever global campaign for
an armed revolution was a raffle
ticket campaign led by the Ministry of Defense of the National
Unity Government (NUG) for a
USD 5 million-dollar challenge.
Within two weeks, the outpouring support of the people had
surpassed the targeted 5 million
US dollars. Many had even called
for a 10-million-dollar challenge
or extension of the campaign
since some of them could not
get the tickets in time. From that
day on, many large-scale global
campaigns, crowdfunding, raffle ticket-selling, lotteries, and
other forms of creative packages
and selling of luxury items have
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become the norm to fund the
costly revolution.
However, today the reality of
Myanmar’s fundraising scene is
different from what it was during
the first few months when an
outpouring of support was received. Inside the country, it has
become extremely difficult to receive donations with the current
rate of skyrocketed cost of living,
price of commodities, inflation,
and depreciation of the kyats.
Adding fuel to the fire, people
who donate through digital payments are increasingly at risk for
their support of anti-coup resistance. For example, the Central
Bank of Myanmar ordered a secret law on August 15, 2022, that
all agents need to record private
information of people and take
secret photographs of those who
use digital financial services such
as Wave and Kpay. Earlier in June,
the bank also tried to illegalize
the use of mobile payment services without prior official permission. Many mobile payment
accounts of those who have
been supporting the revolution
have been suspended. A regular
supporter from Yangon now has
to take extreme caution to transfer their hard-earned money to
channel their contribution to the

revolution from avoiding fraud to
managing risks from the military.
She now uses the account holder
who lives abroad to donate instead of donating directly to the
PDF or those underground.
An individual fundraiser from
Japan with a Facebook page
named ‘Together with Satomi’
said, “With the revolution dragging on for more than a year, donor-fatigue has become a reality
today as we are seeing that people no longer could contribute
like before. Yet, the number of
groups that are requesting funds
from the fundraiser has grown
larger.” Another struggle she
mentioned is the safety of fundraisers inside the country. Mobile
banking accounts of fundraisers
are linked to their home addresses. She talked about one incident
of a Myanmar-based fundraiser where some pro-military in-

formants pretend to be donors
asking for the mobile banking
account of the person. Within a
few hours, the account was suspended, and soldiers had gone
to the account holder’s address.
As the soldiers could not find the
account holder who is constantly on the move, they had taken
the sibling. In order to cut off the
revenue aiding the revolution,
the mobile banking accounts of
fundraisers have continued to be
targeted as the pro-military supporters pretend to donate and
ask for the bank accounts. Fundraisers abroad also face a similar
situation, though non-life threatening, where they were surveillance by the local authority on
their frequent transactions of
large amounts of money in their
personal bank accounts.
Myanmar people continue to
find solutions to fund a cost-

ly revolution. With the security
concern and difficulties in getting funds, pro-democracy supporters came up with an alternative idea to gather funds. On 18
June 2021, a digital strike to fund
the revolution was launched by
a group of tech-savvy pro-democracy supporters based in
Singapore. This project is called
“Click to Donate’’, and the idea is
for pro-democracy supporters to
consume a variety of digital content on various platforms such
as mobile applications, website
links, Facebook pages, and YouTube channels. Instead of donating their pennies, the pro-democracy supporters, also known
as “Clickers”, can now contribute
their time to click the links to
consume the content and watch
the advertisements which will
generate income for the revolution.

References
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/gold-and-dollar-prices-soar-inmyanmar-07192022062928.html
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/central-bank-warns-public-against-illegal-mobile-paymobile-wallet-and-payment-services
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People's Resistance War
194

skirmishes have been recorded in August
between the regime's army and resistance
forces, that is nearly 20% less than that of
July as clashes continue to decrease for
three months in a row. However, the
casualties on both sides were recorded
higher in this month.
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Highlights of the Armed Resistance
in July
Ten PDF soldiers and
eight civilians were
killed during SAC’s airstrike in Myinmu Tsp,
Sagaing Region

yin Village, Myinmu Township of

machineguns and many grenades

Sagaing Region via both sky and

were also seized. During the skir-

on-ground. The attack resulted

mish, the regime forces reportedly

in the death of at least ten resis-

held about 100 civilians including

tance soldiers and eight civilians

students and teachers as hostages

On August 1, the junta’s forces con-

according to Myinmu Civil Revo-

before they set at least 15 houses

ducted an offensive on Latpank-

lution Force. At least eight auto

on fire.

Hpakant Township, Kachin State

manpower, the regime’s soldiers

in early August. Following the

and their allies began terrorizing

incident, the regime soldiers co-

the civilians from Salzin Village.

Combined forces of the Kachin

ordinated with Shanni Nationali-

They set the village on fire and

Independence

and

ties Army (SNA) to push back KIA

open fire on everyone who runs

the people’s defense forces (PDF)

and PDF from those outposts on

out for safety. At least nine villag-

managed to occupy three outposts

August 10. When the resistance

ers were killed 400 households

of the junta near Salzin Village in

forces retreated due to inferior

were burned down.

near Phayargone, the south of

tion of Karen National Union (KNU)

Myawaddy Town on the night of

and PDF. About six of the junta’s

August 18, followed by a ground

soldiers were killed and two were

On the night of August 18, the jun-

operation including heavy artil-

captured alive while multiple piec-

ta’s forces reportedly conducted an

lery on the next day from morning

es of weaponry were also seized.

offensive in Myawaddy Township,

to night. Clashes took place on

Three from the people’s side were

Karen State via multiple routes.

at least four war fronts between

also wounded in the clashes.

At first, airstrikes were carried out

the regime’s forces and the coali-

SAC and SNA terrorized
villages in Hpakant Tsp,
Kachin State
Army

(KIA)

Clashes intensified in
Myawaddy Tsp, Karen
State

PDF in Mandalay apologized for wrongful attack on civilians

Sithu Ko Ko and his wife Ma Hnin

Turned out Tiger Force Mandalay

Wai Hlaing were shot and killed

was fed with false identification

by the rangers whilst traveling on

and as a result, two innocent peo-

Tiger Force Mandalay, an urban

a motorbike at the corner of the

ple were killed. Not only did the

guerilla force based in Mandalay,

30th and 57th streets. The vic-

force apologize, but it also claimed

apologized and claimed respon-

tims were targeted as they were

to be ready to take the fitting pun-

sibility for the deaths of two civil-

mistaken for the policeman Soe

ishment for the crime when the

ians. The incident took place on

Ko Ko from Central Intelligence

right time comes.

August 23, when hotel staffs Ko

Department (CID) and his wife.

AA attacked the regime’s strategic valley
in Maungdaw, Rakhine
Region

Township, north of Maungdaw

edly took 12 Minkamaung villagers

Township, Rakhine State. The

as human shields on their march.

encounter lasted about an hour,

On the next day August 27, the re-

causing about 200 people near

gime’s forces countered with air-

On the afternoon of August 26, the

the battle zone to flee to safety.

strikes from two military choppers

Arakan Army (AA) conducted an

About 50 of the junta’s troops

in the battle area, according to lo-

ambush on the regime’s strategic

arrived as reinforcement in the

cal witnesses.

outpost located in Kamaungseik

evening and the convoy report-
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The Ones We Lost
2259
102

people have died at the hands of the junta since the coup in February 2021.
people were reportedly killed by Min Aung Hlaing's soldiers in August 2022.

REGION BREAKDOWN
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As usual, Sagaing Region has the
highest casualties at the hands of the
regime's forces. A total of 13 civilians
including a 12-year-old were killed in
Yin Paung Taing Village, YInmabin
Township by the junta's airstrikes on
August 11. In the same township, five
more people from Kapai and Thee
Kone villages were killed during a raid
during August 18 to August 20.
Another massacre took place in Kachin
State on August 9. The regime's forces
conducted airstrikes on Sezin Village,
Hpakant Township, killing 15 villagers
including two young boys under 16.
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Detainees
12193

1427

people have remained
under detention.

112

125
people have been given
death penalty, 42 of them
were given the sentence
in absentia.

Follow us on

have been serving
sentences.

people were arrested in
August including the former
British Ambassador Vicky
Bowman and her husband
Artist Htain Lin who have
been charged for violating
immigration acts. See the
breakdown of regions on the
table on the right.

@mohingamatters
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