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September broke our hearts with the 
tragedy at Letyetkone. A peaceful 
Friday was turned into a massacre 
when the regime’s soldiers launched 
aerial attacks at a monastery in Lety-
etkone Village, a north-central part 
of Sagaing Region where the resis-
tance is strong. The airstrike lasted 
for an hour, nonstop, and killed at 
least six children who were studying 
in a monastic school. A student as 
young as seven-year-old was killed, 
and 15 others have been missing ac-
cording to media reports. A defected 
soldier said in the media that there 
was no way the regime soldiers did 
not see children running around, but 
let’s be honest, we know they are 
heartless, ruthless, banal half-hu-
mans with no conscience who dare 
to do anything. The UN’s investiga-
tive wing Independent Investigative 
Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) an-
nounced that it has been assessing 
the evidence of the incident which 
can amount to war crimes or crimes 
against humanity. While the country 
mourned the loss of innocent lives, 
UNICEF and Save the Children an-
gered the public by failing to call out 
the military as the perpetrator of this 
massacre in their condemning state-
ments. The people of Myanmar have 
been let down by the international 
community, and this marks one of 
the countless times which reminds 
the people that we are on our own. 

Last September, the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) decided 
to extend U Kyaw Moe Tun’s repre-
sentation at the UN for another year, 
which meant that later this year the 
UN’s Credential Committee is due to 
decide on the seat of Myanmar’s rep-
resentative: to remain U Kyaw Moe 
Tun who sides with the National Uni-
ty Government (NUG) or to accept 
the military’s new personnel. Lead-
ing up to the UNGA which began on 
September 13, the people of Myan-
mar across the globe- from small vil-
lages in Myanmar to diaspora com-
munities in foreign countries- rallied 
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to show their support for U Kyaw 
Moe Tun. These overwhelming 
expressions of Myanmar people 
could not have gone unnoticed, 
and we sincerely hope that the 
Credential Committee makes a 
substantial contribution towards 
our fight against the military jun-
ta because we have had more 
than enough condemnation 
statements.

While the people have little to no 
faith in the international commu-
nity, the brotherhood between 
Min Aung Hlaing’s administra-
tion and Putin’s Russia has never 
been stronger. During his latest 
trip to Russia in September, the 
coup leader finally got to shake 
hands with Vladimir Putin at the 
Eastern Economic Forum, where 
he called the latter “not just the 
leader of Russia but a leader 
of the world”. We do not know 
what kind of agreements Min 
Aung Hlaing made during his vis-
it, but after the trip, the military’s 
spokesperson started saying in a 
press conference that Myanmar 
will start using Russian Ruble and 
Russian-made Mir card payment 
system. It is not a surprise to see 
one dictator supporting anoth-
er, but let’s not forget that it was 
with two Russian-made Mi-35 
helicopters that the regime sol-
diers carried out the massacre 
in Letyetkone, and killed several 
young children. 

Authorizing its full power, the re-
gime continued to find ways to 
keep the civilian leaders in jail. 
Earlier this month, a junta-con-
trolled court delivered a verdict 
that State Counselor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi and President U Win 
Myint “unfairly influenced” the 
election commission, and com-
mitted electoral fraud during the 
2020 General Election. The court 
decision added three more years 
of imprisonment for their exist-

ing jail time. At the end of this month, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi received three 
more years of jail time for “breaching 
the Official Secrets Act”, along with 
her Australian economic advisor Sean 
Turnell. At this point of time, we kind 
of lose count of the total jail time that 
the Lady has received so far. 

While the armed resistance remains 
its momentum elsewhere, the mili-
tary engagement between the Ara-
kan Army (AA) and the regime which 
resumed in August only got more in-
tense. Due to the military’s continu-
ing reinforcement of its troops in the 
state, the AA released an emergency 
statement on September 14 to warn 
the civilians of potential major battles. 
Locals also witnessed the military’s 
cunning but not surprising attempt 
to stir up hatred and religious conflict 
in Rakhine State. This month, flyers 
that contained hate speech against 
the AA, and religious incitements to-
wards Buddhist and Muslim commu-
nities were spotted in Rathedaung, 
Mrauk-U, and Minbya townships 
where the military suffered severe 
defeats. Despite all these, an interest-
ing meeting took place in Wa self-ad-
ministered region. In mid-September, 
the United Wa State Army (UWSA) 
received other representatives of the 
Federal Political Negotiation Consul-
tative Committee (FPNCC) which are 
majorly non-NCA signatories. The 
attendees included Mai La’s Nation-
al Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), 
Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP/
SSA), Kokang’s  Myanmar National 
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), 
and Rakhine’s AA. We do not know 
what to make sense of it but only time 
will tell.

Another month has passed, and our 
revolution against the military regime 
continues. While our hearts break for 
the younglings in Letyetkone, in retro-
spect, we have no choice but to con-
tinue fighting this battle in which we 
see no end in sight for the time being.
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The United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs released a report, stating 
that thousands of local residents have fled due 
to recent fighting between the junta forces and 
Arakan Army in Rakhine State and Chin State’s 
Paletwa Township.

The regime announced that 14 PDF members 
from Pyapon and 5 from Maubin townships of 
Ayeyarwaddy Region have been arrested. How-
ever, resistance fighters corrected that only six 
of those were actual members and the rest were 
civilians.

Nikkei Asia reported that Paris-based global 
money-laundering watchdog Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) will decide to blacklist Myan-
mar in October.
Junta soldiers, transported by helicopters, raided 
villages of Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region, 
where about 100 civilians were initially detained. 
On the next day, they released everyone except 
five people, including a 15-year-old female, for 
capturing photos of soldiers on her phone.

The NUG’s Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung 
met with Dr. Tobias Lindner, a member of the 
German parliament. Dr. Lindner tweeted and 
vowed to support the NUG and Myanmar.
Youth protesters in Yangon marched to the 
streets with a banner that says “Accept NUG & 
Our Ambassador, Reject Dictator”, calling for the 
public to join the campaign for Myanmar repre-
sentative in the UN.
Five youths had escaped from tight prison secu-
rity and joined local defense fighters in Pakokku, 
Magway region.

2022 September 
Timeline September 1, 2022

September 3, 2022

September 7, 2022

September 10, 2022

September 2, 2022

September 5, 2022

September 4, 2022

September 6, 2022

September 8, 2022

September 11, 2022

A junta-controlled court in Naypyidaw Deten-
tion Center came to a verdict that State Coun-
selor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win 
Myint were guilty of committing electoral fraud 
in the 2020 election and imprisoned three years 
of jail time by accusing them of violating Section 
130a of the Penal Code by unfairly influencing the 
election commission. 
The NUG declared No. 54-56 University Avenue 
Road, the Aung San family residence, as a nation-
al heritage which now prohibits the site from be-
ing sold, remodeled, renovated, or demolished. 
Junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) 
announced that $200 million will be sold to fuel 
importers, which was an attempt to minimize the 
depreciation of Myanmar Kyats value.

The regime’s soldiers raided and robbed the free 
hospital established by Yaw Sayadaw in Gantgaw 
Township, Magway Region. 

In his latest Twitter rant, Chief of Arakan Army 
(AA) General Twan Mrat Naing wrote “The 
Mrauk-U operation was ordered by commanders 
of Division 55, who are cowards only daring to 
attack unarmed Mrauk-U civilians”.
Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing began his eight-
day trip to Russia.

The NUG’s Minister for Planning, Finance, and In-
vestment U Tin Tun Naing told Bloomberg that 
the civilian-elected government has requested 
the US government to release the one billion 
dollars reserved money that was frozen in the 
US Federal bank to establish a central bank with 
digital currency.

Qatar-based Ooredoo Company announced that 
it has agreed to sell its business entity in Myan-
mar to Singapore-based Nine Communications 
Pte. Ltd. in a deal of USD 576 million. 
Wai Moe Naing, a youth activist from Monywa 
who was much loved by the public, received ad-
ditional charges under Section 122 of the Penal 
Code, high treason, and it could be accompanied 
by a death sentence.

In Tokyo, Japan, Myanmar pro-democracy sup-
porters took to the streets to show support for U 
Kyaw Moe Tun, who would face the decision to 
remain or revoke representation at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly this month.
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September 17, 2022

September 18, 2022

September 19, 2022

September 20, 2022

September 14, 2022

September 16, 2022

Political prisoners leaked an appeal letter for the 
UN to recognize U Kyaw Moe Tun as Myanmar’s 
official representative at the UN.

Hlaingtharyar high school students’ union, Bur-
ma Youth Revolutionary Force(BYRF), Yangon’s 
Rebels Strike Committee (YRSC), Pazundaung 
and Botahtaung Strike Committee (PBYSC) orga-
nized a protest by singing a People Protest song 
and holding a banner that says “The harder the 
oppression, the higher we rise.”

The military regime began freezing multiple KBZ 
Pay and Wave Money mobile wallet accounts. 
Some civilians who had over 10 million MMK in 
their accounts got their accounts shut down.

The regime’s spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun 
spoke during the press conference in Naypyitaw 
that CBM discussed to make payments in Rus-
sian Ruble and Myanmar Kyats, and implement-
ing such a payment system as soon as possible 
with a Russian-made Mir card system.

The regime conducted airstrikes on Lat Yat Kone 
Village in Depayin Township, Sagaing Region, 
killing six young students and injuring more stu-
dents. 
The Kokang News reported that officials from 
the United Wa State Army (UWSA) had received 
other representatives of the Federal Political 
Negotiation Consultative Committee (FPNCC) 
which included Mai La’s National Democratic 
Alliance Army (NDAA), Shan State Progressive 
Party (SSPP/SSA), Kokang’s  Myanmar National 
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and Rakh-
ine’s Arakan Army (AA).
The junta’s CBM announced that it would cross-
check the data from mobile wallets with personal 
information provided by the Department of Im-
migration and Populations and the Department 
of Post and Telecommunications. Those mobile 
wallets with false information will be shut down.
Junta has reportedly ordered the United Na-
tions (UN) and international NGOs operating in 
six townships of Rakhine State to suspend their 
operations according to an internal memo sent 
to an aid agency in Rakhine State.
BBC announced that its freelance reporter Htet 
Htet Khine, who was arrested in August 2021, 
was sentenced to 3-year jail time with hard labor 
for allegedly working as an editor for a NUG-run 
radio station. 

September 13, 2022

September 15, 2022

Daw Than Than Swe, the junta-appointed gov-
ernor of the CBM said that the CBM and respec-
tive union ministry departments will continue to 
support stabilizing the gold and Kyat market in 
Myanmar. 
The Arakan Army (AA) released an emergency 
statement that there could soon be major battles 
in various parts of the Rakhine State due to the 
military’s reinforcements of troops, weaponry, 
and other equipment including navy ships, tanks, 
and choppers.

The Karen National Union (KNU) reported that 
there are nearly 20,000 refugees in Bago Re-
gion’s Nyaunglebin District, Mone Township due 
to fighting between the KNU forces and junta 
troops after the coup.

Ireland-based fashion company Primark an-
nounced that it would pull out its job orders from 
Myanmar due to the deteriorating human rights 
situation in Myanmar.
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September 21, 2022

September 28, 2022

The military proxy party USDP set to hold a three-
day convention which would shift the leadership. 
The regime held a coordination meeting in Pob-
ba Thiri Township, Naypyidaw on September 21 
to discuss the voter list and polling stations for 
the upcoming election. 
Thai authorities arrested the coup leader Min 
Aung Hlaing’s armed broker Tun Min Latt and 
three other Thai nationals in Bangkok and seized 
$5 million. Four of them are charged with money 
laundering and drug cases. 
KNLA had mounted an offensive on the junta’s 
Kyat Station along with Dawna Column- the co-
ordination force and managed to take control of 
the station. 

Wai Yan Phyoe Moe, a prominent student leader 
who was arrested last year, received two addi-
tional years of imprisonment for an incitement 
charge.
The military restricted access to the Myanmar 
Companies Online (MyCO), which is a data-
base of foreign and local companies registered 
in Myanmar widely used by media, monitoring 
groups, and individuals following investments.

September 24, 2022

September 25, 2022

September 29, 2022

The regime imposed a curfew in Sittwe Township 
of Rakhine State, which prohibited civilians from 
going out between 10pm to 5am, and all shops, 
restaurants, and vendors cannot operate during 
these hours.

In Kyoto, Japan, around 30 Burmese diaspora 
and Japanese activists joined together to stage 
a standing demonstration against Abe’s funeral 
invitation to the military representative, the Bur-
mese Ambassador to Japan.
The NUG’s Human Rights Minister U Aung Myo 
Min urged the international community, includ-
ing the UN, to find new solutions to approach the 
Myanmar crisis.

State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her 
economic advisor Sean Turnell both received 
three-year imprisonment for breaking the colo-
nial-era Official Secrets Act.
In Rathedaung, Mrauk-U, and Minbya townships 
of Rakhine State where the military suffered se-
vere defeats, locals found flyers that contained 
hate speech against the AA, and sensitive incite-
ments which could lead to religious conflict be-
tween Buddhist and Muslim communities.
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“Please kill me, mother… I cannot 
bear the pain anymore..” cried 
the 7-year-old Phone Tayza who 
was one of the six child victims 
in the junta’s school massacre 
which occurred on September 
16. The aerial attack happened 
soon after the lunch break at a 
primary monastic school in Le-
tyetkone Village, Depayin Town-
ship, Sagaing Region. On social 
media the next day, images of 
a textbook with the massacred 
Phone Tayza’s name, and a small 
bag from bombarded school 
were widely shared among be-
reaved citizens. Three days lat-
er, UNICEF made an official 
announcement offering con-
dolences and condemning the 
attack without naming the per-
petrator, which further angered 
the Myanmar public. A similar 
announcement was made by 
Save the Children-Myanmar. On 
Sunday, Pope Francis urged the 
world not to forget the sufferings 
of the people of Myanmar. This 
week, he said, “I heard the cries 
of grief at the death of the chil-
dren in a bombed school.” 

For the small victims of the Le-
tyetkone village, it was just an-
other day of learning before 
they experienced a living hell 
in a short time. Students were 
happily playing on the monas-
tery ground after a lunch break, 
and the teachers were about to 
start the lessons. Around 12:50 
pm, one of the teachers shout-
ed, ‘Beware of the sky! From the 
sky” he ran as he warned other 
teachers to guard and take care 
of the children. However, it was 
too late. Within a few minutes, 
the military started firing heavy 
artillery from the sky. In a split 
second, the school compound 
was filled with smoke and rain-
ing bullets and rockets. Children 
started crying for help, and some 

had already been shot dead on 
the spot. Teachers rushed to 
push students into hiding under 
the big tables in the classroom 
but the constant firing from the 
military helicopters kept on in-
juring children and teachers here 
and there. Complete chaos. 

Later, a surviving teacher, told 
the media of the moment de-
scribing it “as if the apocalypse 
has taken place.” Teachers could 
not help but told the students to 
pray and to say Buddhist man-
tras to overcome the devastat-
ing situation. The attack kept on 
going for as long as an hour. Af-
ter the airstrike, several soldiers 
came down from the helicop-
ters, but the constant firing from 
their guns did not stop. This led 
to more killings, killing at least 
11 children and six adults. Two 
children were killed when the 
soldiers came down from the 
helicopters, encroached, and 
attacked the school. The school 
roof was ripped off, and some 
pieces of flesh and bones were 
scattered. Blood stains were on 
the floor. Some lay dead in the 
pool of blood. The military de-
fended the massacre by saying 
that their offensive attack was 
on the members of the People 
Defense Forces (PDF) who were 
in hiding. But the villagers said 
there was not a single PDF mem-
ber who was present. The moth-
er of Phone Tayza rushed to the 
classroom to her son who lost a 
limb and was hit in the lower part 
of his body. The boy begged his 
mom to end his life as he could 
no longer bear the pain. The child 
soon died in his mother’s arms.

But the horror did not end there. 
After the torture of the nearby 
monks and villagers, the soldiers 
took about 20 injured students 
and teachers with them to an-

other town named Ye-U. The 
families of the victims could not 
claim the dead bodies of their 
loved ones as the soldiers put 
them all in a bag and took it with 
them. One schoolgirl was Suyati 
Hlaing whose parents are migrant 
workers in Thailand. The parents 
learned of the death of their 
daughter from the grandparents. 
On the way to Ye-U, the military 
shot some villagers dead. Some 
injured students whom the mil-
itary has taken might have died 
but there has been no informa-
tion on their whereabouts and 
conditions. Since the February 
coup last year, at least 382 chil-
dren have been killed, and more 
than 1,400 have been arrested 
with 142 cases of torture accord-
ing to a report given by the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situa-
tion of human rights in Myanmar 
at a UN Human Rights Council 
meeting in June. 

As long as the world turns a blind 
eye to the junta’s violence against 
innocent children, the junta will 
continue to act with impuni-
ty. To Myanmar’s bereaved citi-
zens, it would be to have these 
nightmares repeated. It is to wit-
ness the children being slain by 
heartless junta forces. And to see 
more Phone Tayza, and to hear 
more horror tales of Letyetkone 
in the country as long as the jun-
ta is in power.

A Horror Story at Letyetkone; 
the Junta’s Massacre of School Children
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We leave the cradle of our mother’s arms at some point.
We get taller, bolder, angrier, and foolish enough to think
that one day we could live without our mother’s
embrace.

So I knew I had to let you go someday. A September was sure to come
where the world catches up to you and you it, where my arms are not
strong enough to shield you from its wrath and not long enough to hang
onto you as you dive head first into the chaos of what it is to be alive.

And another September will come where I leave you here, trusting that
the shadow of my embrace on your skin will be strength enough to help
you navigate through the delusion of safety and innocence that I know
awaits.

But I didn’t foresee that September would come this
soon. Neglecting the promises of time that we were
supposed to spend in conversation, in silence, in fights
in laughter, and in stillness.
I knew I had to let you go.
But I never prepared to lose you.

7 years with you is simply not enough for the love I was
prepared to pour into you. Time slipped through the
cracks of my battered heart and before I knew it, they
cannot give you back, they cannot take this back, no
trail, no jury can bring justice to the fragments of my
spirit that now drift idly in the ether searching for a
speckle of your soul to grasp.

7 years old
6 gone
15 missing
On September 16.

- Pearl 

September
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It’s no secret the international organizations such as the
UNICEF and Save the Children have made certain
agreements with the junta so that they could continue
providing humanitarian aid in Myanmar. Although it is
seen by the public as a bow-down towards Min Aung
Hlaing, these organizations continue working on the
notion that they still help somehow somewhere, hence
their association with the regime is justified.
 
So, we asked people’s opinions this month if they think
the contribution of the international organizations
outweighs the damage caused by their
acknowledgment of the regime and how they are
expected to help more effectively to end the junta’s
violence in Myanmar.

I don’t think it’s worth it for the UN to
dance to the regime’s tune. The aid they
are providing is often witnessed in less
conflicted areas such as Shan State, and
not in Sagaing or Magway regions where
more help is needed. Plus, since they are
collaborating with the regime, a certain
amount of aid is also guaranteed to be
exploited by the regime’s soldiers. For
instance, UNICEF’s free textbooks are on
the market for sale. The least we can
expect from those organizations is to
condemn the SAC explicitly by name for
the crimes it committed. 

-Z, 30, post-grad student

No, the UN organizations do not effectively help
the public to justify their legitimization of the
junta. They are on the verge of falling under the
complete control of the regime. They must find a
way to pressure the military to stop their crimes,
other than releasing more statements. Or just
speak out against them properly, come on. 

-DD,27, displaced by the coup 

It’s nonsense that these organizations decided
to work within the SAC’s rules. It would be more
effective to help from outside the country like
other organizations. If UNICEF and Save the
Children accept the SAC’s control, they must be
considered the same as SAC. Just get out and
find ways to help from there.

-N, 50, private teacher 

 We are also some of those affected by
the coup. We have never received help
from the UN. Not even psychological
support. At times, I wonder if the UN is
conspiring with the regime to haunt us. In
order for those organizations to be
effective, they must collaborate with the
departments under the NUG. For
example, build bomb shelters in
conflicted areas. Provide food and
medicine through the NUG and ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs). If they
support through the SAC, the aid always
ends up in the wrong hands. 

-M, 37, CEO

I understand that these organizations help in a way
under such difficult circumstances. To be more
effective, I believe they should collaborate with and
support the NUG. It’s the way forward.

-K, 30, displaced by the coup 

In this day and age when everyone is
fighting for their freedom, I don’t think
whatever aid these organizations provide
by legitimizing the junta will be willingly
accepted by the public. If they must
compromise, they better focus on
advocating to mark certain locations such
as schools as no-fly-zone.

-A, 22, CDM student 
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“As I walked onto the pavement 
to address the thousands of pro-
testors in Myaynigone, Yangon 
in early February 2021, I caught a 
glimpse of Maesot”, said a Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) from the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) who has now taken sanc-
tuary outside of Myanmar. 

The town in question, Maesot 
belongs to Thailand, and it is the 
closest town to Myanmar, shar-
ing a border with Karen State via 
Myawaddy. Two towns are sepa-
rated by a river that is called Moei 
on the Thailand side and Thaung-
yin on the Myanmar side. If one 
visits both places, one will notice 
many similarities in the locations. 
Many people speak both Thai 
and Myanmar there. Both cur-
rencies can be exchanged and 

used to an extent. Directions and 
signboards are written in both 
languages. Food is common. 
However, the sad truth remains 
that Myanmar people feel much 
safer on the Thai side of the river, 
especially if they are connected 
to the resistance, one way or an-
other.

Resettlement Forced by the 
Coup

Since the coup in February 2021, 
tens of thousands of people have 
fled to Maesot seeking a sense of 
security in their lives. At first, the 
MPs and the members of the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) 
who had managed to escape 
the abduction crossed the river 
to continue their political activi-
ties. Soon, they are followed by 

the people who joined the Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM). 
Later on, people from all walks 
of life were forced to leave their 
families behind and cross the 
border illegally as the junta con-
tinued preying on everyone who 
showed defiance to their reign. 
People who supported the re-
sistance on social media, people 
who donated money to the resis-
tance, people from Urban Gue-
rilla (UG) forces, and members 
of the People’s Defense Forc-
es (PDF) have since joined the 
like-minded folks on the other 
side of the river. 

Ordinary Lives Shattered

It’s not always those who were 
directly involved in the resistance 
that was forced to flee. Case in 

Maesot, Haven Once Again 
for Myanmar’s Struggle
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point: a young family of three, 
made up of a doctor, a nurse, and 
their 2-year-old boy faced a dras-
tic life change on January 30. As 
the silent strike was scheduled on 
February 1, the anniversary of the 
coup, the regime’s forces rolled 
around the country, forcing ev-
ery business not to close shop on 
that day. The doctor’s clinic was 
also visited. Being a former class 
clown with pure hatred for tyran-
ny, he wrote gibberish when his 
signature was asked on a letter 
that guaranteed the opening of 
his clinic on the day of the silent 
strike. As a result, the clinic was 
raided by the regime’s forces 
within a few hours and thankfully 
the family escaped narrowly, and 
eventually crossed Moei River on 
foot. They are now leading an un-
certain life in Maesot, where they 
volunteer at the humanitarian 
camps and wait for the UNHCR’s 
phone call for resettlement else-
where. 

The story of the father of two chil-
dren is a more common one. He 
worked as an engineer for near-
ly a decade overseas and came 
back to Myanmar in 2015 to fi-
nally settle down with his family, 
leaving a very lucrative job with 
much hope for contributing to-
ward development in the coun-
try. When the coup took place, 

his main responsibility became 
donating to the resistance move-
ment for himself and on behalf 
of friends. He let fundraisers use 
his bank accounts and mobile 
wallets. In August 2021, his Kpay 
mobile wallet was frozen by the 
bank, citing instructions from the 
military. In the following month, 
his KBZ and AYA bank accounts 
were also closed in a similar 
fashion. However, it was not un-
til March 2022 that the regime’s 
forces stormed into his house. 
Luckily, he left home early that 
morning to visit a monastery and 
he has not been able to go home 
since then. He is now isolating 
himself in a single flat in Mae-
sot where he spends most of his 
days reminiscing the memories 
of living with the family together. 
He said he no longer afforded to 
donate to the cause, it’s time he 
focused on his survival first. 

No Stranger to Myanmar’s 
Armed Struggle

It’s not just since the 2021 coup 
that Maesot has been the haven 
for pro-resistance people from 
Myanmar. Back in 1988, thou-
sands of people also fled there to 
escape from then-junta’s cruel-
ty. Those people included many 
members of the NUG and the 
NLD today, including the one 
who was quoted in the intro-
duction. At that time, he initially 
took up arms under Brigade 7 of 
the Karen National Union (KNU) 
and occasionally crossed the riv-
er for shopping and brief relax-
ation. When he said about seeing 
Maesot from afar on his first day 
out protesting in Yangon back in 
February 2021, he did not mean 
that he would decide to leave 
the country and seek a quiet and 
peaceful life in Thailand, it is rath-
er that he foresaw the resistance 
would come to this, people hav-
ing to take up arms, and having 
to seek temporary shelters in this 

“Since the coup 
in February 2021, 
tens of thousands 
of people have 
fled to Maesot 
seeking a sense 
of security in their 
lives.”

We write weekly to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

weekly-updates/

border town. And it has indeed 
come true.

How Safe is Safe?

So, are people really safe in Mae-
sot? The biggest fear amongst 
the people is deportation. Since 
they have entered the land ille-
gally, nobody has proper travel 
documents. Worst case scenar-
io, one can be snatched by Thai 
police any time of the day and 
deported back to Myanmar for 
lacking identification. That is 
where the ASEAN way of doing 
business comes to the rescue. 
Myanmar people in Maesot have 
a piece of paper with a fading 
signature as identification and 
it is called a “police card”. It can 
be purchased at 500 Baht (ap-
prox. 13 USD) and must be re-
newed monthly. If one has this 
card, the police will let him or her 
go without much harassment. 
Who produces this card? Police-
men, of course. However, there 
are cases the police cards are 
found to be fake, in such cases, 
the person with the forged doc-
ument is taken to the police sta-

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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tion where they must choose be-
tween potential deportation or a 
hefty bribe. The latter is always 
picked because Thai police may 
be greedy but never as cunning 
as Myanmar’s. 

Such rip-offs happen on various 
scales. In one scenario, a Myan-
mar family with a young child 
decided to move to a new place 
and they asked for a refund of 
the deposit from the landlord, 
according to the lease contract. 
The landlord refused to return 
the money, saying that the TV 
in the room was cracked by the 
3-year-old child of the tenant. 
That TV has never been turned 
on once since day one. Howev-
er, the family could not go any-
where for help, except to leave 
their hard-earned cash. When 
their own authorities turn on 
them, they cannot go over others 
for legal help.   

Funnily enough, it is safe to say 
there is still a layer of protection 
for the “important people” in pol-

itics. A myth said that the NUG’s 
minister for defense U Yee Mon 
once got famously arrested for 
an outing to get alcohol at an 
odd hour. It would have been a 
disaster if the defense minister 
of NUG was deported and hand-
ed over to the regime for his own 
breach of security in the quest 
for thirst.  

UNHCR’s Role

The greatest hope of most Myan-
mar people living in Maesot ille-
gally today lies with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). As of July 
2022, about 100,000 applica-
tions have been submitted to 
UNHCR for resettlement in third 
countries. Many applicants have 
chosen Western countries as the 
ideal destination for their future 
lives. However, according to the 
primary sources, they have been 
told by the UNHCR that the re-
settlement program has been 
put to a halt and they can only 
help with a small contribution for 

the temporary stay in Maesot. 
There are also other organiza-
tions that help out the needy in 
Maesot, but they are mainly fo-
cusing on aiding people for brief 
stability while living there. 
In the third week of September, 
Myanmar model Han Lay, who 
had publicly voiced her defiance 
to the regime on the internation-
al stage was briefly detained at 
the Bangkok airport because her 
passport was canceled by the 
military. Amid fears of depor-
tation, the UNHCR came to the 
rescue in time and as of writing 
this, Han Lay has arrived safe-
ly in Canada. At the same time, 
tens of thousands of ordinary 
Myanmar people in similar situ-
ations await their own fate that 
may or may not come. As much 
as Maesot has been a somewhat 
decent host community giving 
the much-needed security, it will 
always remain as a temporary 
haven for most. People want to 
either go home or fly away. And 
yet, they don’t have their destiny 
in their own hands. 

“You are not 
white enough”

“You are not 
brown enough”
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A Glance at the End of Dictatorship
The End of Dictatorship (EoD) is 
one of many fundraising cam-
paigns organized by the civil-
ian-elected National Unity Gov-
ernment (NUG) to sustain the 
ongoing defiance against the 
military regime. The EoD is ad-
ministered by the NUG’s Ministry 
of Planning, Finance, and Invest-
ment (MOPFI), and was estab-
lished on May 5, 2022, to com-
memorate the first anniversary of 
the People Defense Force (PDF). 

Among many fundraising cam-
paigns such as Nway Oo Lottery, 
raffle tickets, government bond 
sales, etc, the EoD puts proper-
ties and assets illegally confis-
cated by the military generals 
and their affiliates on sale with 
the aim of restoring the illegal 
wealth and redistributing it to 
the civilians. On its website, the 
EoD program has three pillars of 
objective: 1) to end every dicta-
torship which includes regime, 
organization, and individuals, 2) 
to confiscate, seize, and restore 
all civilian-owned properties/as-
sets of the military junta, and 3) 
to cooperate and support all the 
movements against dictatorship 
around the world. The EoD team 
has appointed agents in 19 coun-
tries, with one global platform for 
sales. 

The EoD project kicked off with 
the auction sale of the coup lead-
er Min Aung Hlaing’s residence 
on Inya Road on May 5, 2022, the 
first anniversary of the PDF. The 
project was named “14 Inya”, and 
people who are familiar with Yan-
gon know how posh the location 
is and how expensive properties 
are in the area: only the rich and 
military generals can afford this 
postcode. To redistribute the il-
legal wealth to the civilians, the 
EoD auctioned off the land plot 

with small shares, and by Au-
gust 3, a total of 12437 buyers 
purchased all the shares, and the 
property was sold out. 

Inspired by the success of the 
first project, the EoD team in-
troduced the second project on 
August 5, 2022, the “Inya View @ 
6.5 Mile”. Once again, land plots 
in the posh area which are priced 
at USD 12 million on the current 
market are on sale at USD 7 mil-
lion, making them affordable for 
ordinary people. The sale for Inya 
View is still in progress. 

Branding the EoD as an “invest-
ment” rather than donations, 
the NUG’s MOPFI has lined up 
more projects under the cam-
paign. In late August 2022, the 
Spring Yangon Investment was 
introduced with three different 
housing projects. The Spring Villa 
is located in the Mindama neigh-
borhood of Mayangone Town-
ship with 25 land plots up for sale 
while the Spring Glory 1 and 2 are 
on Thanthumar Road with a total 
of 650 plots. By September 2, all 
the land plots from Spring Glo-
ry 1 and 2 were sold out, and by 
September 3, 40% of Spring Villa 
was sold out. This means that the 
investment concept has become 
an attractive way for Myanmar 
people across the globe to sup-
port the ongoing revolution. 

Due to the tremendous interest 
and success of the EoD projects, 
the sales have now expanded 
to Mandalay Region. Under the 
Spring Mandalay Investment, 
the EoD team has arranged three 
housing projects, and the sales 
begin on October 1. The Spring 
Rose project is located in Mahar 
Aung Myay Township with 60 
land plots, the Spring Oasis is in 
Aung Myay Thar Zan Township 

with 320 plots, and the Spring 
Aurora project will be in Pathein 
Gyi Township with 500 residen-
tial plots. All of the land plots are 
currently confiscated by the mil-
itary and will be returned to the 
EoD buyers after the revolution. 

From mutual aid support, and 
donations at the beginning of the 
coup to raffle tickets and lottery 
tickets, the fundraising methods 
have elevated within 18 months 
of the illegal coup. Questions 
are raised frequently on how the 
NUG will sustain the cost of revo-
lution such as supporting striking 
civil servants from the Civil Dis-
obedience Movement (CDM), the 
PDF fighters, and the provision 
of weapons, etc. The NUG, with 
support from industry experts, 
has continuously introduced 
fresher approaches such as the 
EoD campaign to raise funds. 
Evidently, there remain multiple 
concerns and challenges which 
require room for improvement, 
and the most important question 
is how much longer the people 
of Myanmar can financially con-
tribute to these campaigns. Nev-
ertheless, the revolutionary spirit 
and the grudge that Myanmar 
people hold against the military 
will push the boundaries, and the 
people might eventually surprise 
the world, achieve unthinkable, 
unimaginable success and see 
the end of dictatorship. 
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Coup leader admitted 
massive casualties in 
his camp
Min Aung Hlaing’s internal speech 
for the soldiers was leaked this 

Clash broke out in 
Moebye, the border 
of Shan and Karenni 
(Kayah) states
A battle broke out between the 
regime’s forces and the Karen-
ni Nationality Defense Force 
(KNDF) in Moebye Town on Sep-
tember 8. It lasted over ten hours 

month. In the speech, he admit-
ted that the military has been 
suffering casualties due to weak 
tactics. He reasoned that the in-
correct distributions of troops, 
fabricated reports to the high-

on the first day and continued on 
the next day. The town is locat-
ed in Shan State and connects 
with Karenni (Kayah) State on 
the border. The two-day battle 
saw the junta open fire from he-
licopters in addition to the use of 
heavy artilleries. A child was re-
portedly killed by artillery fired 
by the SAC’s soldiers and the 

er-ups, and the failure to use mil-
itary education in practice. The 
speech was given on June 20, 
2022, at the quarterly meeting of 
all military units.

KNDF picked up the body when 
the clash slowed down. About 
30 soldiers were estimated to 
be killed and no casualties have 
been reported from the KNDF 
yet. It is the regime’s Pyay-based 
Battalion 66 from Bago Region 
that has been active in the area.  

Highlights of the Armed Resistance 
in September

AA warned of immi-
nent major warfare in 
Rakhine State
The Arakan Army (AA) released 
an emergency statement on 
September 14 that there could 
soon be major battles in various 
parts of the Rakhine State. It said 

that the regime forces have been 
reinforcing personnel, weaponry, 
and military equipment including 
navy ships, tanks, and choppers 
in their stations in Rakhine State 
hence they are speculated to be 
preparing for massive war fronts. 
The AA also warned transporta-
tion businesses to inform the re-

gional administrative offices be-
fore they travel from one place to 
another as the regime forces may 
stop and harass them on the way. 
For the time being, battles have 
resumed in Rakhine’s Maungdaw 
and Chin’s Paletwa townships.

KNLA took control 
of SAC’s station in 
Kawkareik tsp, Karen 
State
The Karen National Union (KNU) 
released news on September 21 
that its military wing Karen Na-
tional Liberation Army (KNLA) 

had mounted an offensive on 
the junta’s Kyait Station on Sep-
tember 20 along with Dawna 
Column- the coordination force. 
The attack began at 2:02 pm and 
lasted 17 minutes before they 
managed to take control of the 
station. Seven soldiers of the 
junta’s were killed and two were 

found alive with wounds. Many 
weapons were also captured. The 
KNU added that it had surround-
ed Kyait Station and cut off food 
rations since August 8 and even-
tually managed to seize it on Sep-
tember 21.

Retired major at-
tacked and killed in 
Hlaing tsp, Yangon
On September 24, a retired ma-
jor/former ambassador U Ohm 
Thwin who had served the mil-
itary junta was shot and killed in 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. The 
man and his son-in-law, also a 
military captain, were attacked 

in front of their house by Inya 
Urban Force-IUF, and both men 
died on the spot. The 72-year-old 
U Ohm Thwin was respected by 
many high-ranking junta officers, 
including the vice command-
er in chief Soe Win. Reportedly, 
the man had advised his junior 
military chiefs to take control of 
the country by going around the 
2008 constitution. And he cele-

brated on social media and in real 
life when the coup took place, 
and often advocated the brutal 
crackdown on peaceful demon-
strations of the youths despite 
his previous diplomatic positions. 
Moreover, he publicly defamed 
the state counselor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi by calling her deroga-
tory names for her efforts in inter-
national relations.
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