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Another month of bloodshed. An-
other month of witnessing the 
value of lives taking another low 
in Myanmar. Friends and families 
are being taken out, one by one, in 
one form or another at the hands 
of the military junta. 

In terms of sad news, October 
saw different headlines week in, 
and week out. A shoot-out took 
place near the foot of Kyaikhteeyo 
Hill in Mon State. The members 
of People’s Defense Forces (PDF) 
attacked the regime soldiers on 
security duty who then respond-
ed by opening fire randomly into 
the neighborhood, killing three 
women and injuring many. Even 
worse news followed when an-
other indiscriminate shooting by 
the soldiers following an explo-
sion inside the Insein Prison killed 
five civilians including the mothers 
and a child of political detainees. 
The State Administration Council 
(SAC)’s horrendous hatred toward 
those who do not obey its order is 
reflected in the crimes its soldiers 
commit all over the country. In one 
particular case in Pauk Township 
of Magway Region, the regime’s 
forces not only tortured and killed 
a teacher that had been teaching in 
one of the schools opened by the 
National Unity Government (NUG), 
they decapitated him and hanged 
his head at the entrance gate in 
front of the school he was teach-
ing. And last but not the least, the 
bombing of Anang Pa. On a peace-
ful night in Kachin State, the fight-
er jets dropped bombs and killed 
at least 60 human beings whose 
only crime could have been trying 
to find a little break, a few laughs, 
and a couple of drinks.

Just when the people of Myan-
mar desperately hoped for an in-
tervention from the international 
community, the news hit that the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
added Myanmar to the blacklist 

Recap
for possessing high risks of mon-
ey laundering and illicit financial 
flows. Typically, it created chaos 
in the local market, causing gro-
cery prices to rocket high and 
Myanmar currency to an all-time 
low. It lasted only a few days and 
prices soon went to being regular 
high but the use of international 
payment solutions in Myanmar 
has not gotten any easier. We 
have wished for international in-
tervention, but when one arrives, 
it hurts the people first and al-
lows the regime to remain intact. 

So, in these hopeless times, how 
did the people respond? Urban 
guerilla forces carried out a few 
explosions here and there. Mis-
sions across the country on tak-
ing out Dalans/military inform-
ers remain in place. Dozens of 
military supporters who refuse 
to quit coordinating with the re-
gime face the ultimate destiny 
every week. The members of the 
civilian-elected National Unity 
Government (NUG) continued 
their diplomatic tasks around the 
globe while they kept calling for 
the international community to 
act. Now onto the general pub-
lic for they have done the most 
impressive part of the resistance 
this month. Fundraising cam-
paigns run by the NUG that sell 
land plots in Yangon and Man-
dalay were highly popular due to 
the overwhelming support from 
the public. The End of Dictator-
ship (EOD), an entity under the 
NUG that oversees those cam-
paigns, announced that 76% of 
all landplots have been sold out 
within days for a total of USD 39 
Million. In addition, a film called 
“The Road Less Traveled” made 
by an exiled movie director Ko 
Pauk as part of a fundraising 
campaign has been repeatedly 
screened in various parts of the 
world for huge public demand. 
People’s determination to end 

this military’s dominance in the 
country is unmatched. 

On the war fronts, a major bat-
tle broke out in the form of a city 
siege when the joint resistance 
forces led by the Karen National 
Union (KNU) charged at the junta’s 
army in Kawkareik Town, Karen 
State. The situation was tense for 
a few days and expectations were 
high. But the reality is it’s still pre-
mature to get ahold of territories 
and control them without much 
harassment from the SAC. At least 
not until concrete plans are made 
on how to stop the airstrikes. The 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
has openly stated it would shift 
politically and militarily in re-
sponse to the attack on Anang Pa. 
It’s tragic how that decision has 
been reached, but certainly not an 
unpopular one with Myanmar na-
tionals. More clashes initiated by 
the Arakan Army (AA) in the west 
end were witnessed while the re-
sistance forces from the various 
parts of the country also continued 
fights with SAC’s forces although 
there was one common call from 
all of them, which is weapons, 
weapons, weapons.  

Recently, we have seen more fre-
quent suicides in the country. In 
September and October alone, 
three people killed themselves, 
two in Yangon and one in Rakh-
ine. Two from Yangon jumped 
from the same bridge a few weeks 
apart. Although they may have not 
been killed directly by the bullets 
of the soldiers, we believe they 
died as the result of hardships un-
der the military dictatorship. With 
the resistance running in the back-
ground, it is even more important 
for all of us to show love and care 
to each other especially if we want 
to survive and outlive the dictator. 
It is going to get a lot darker be-
fore there is a light at the end of 
the tunnel. 
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The End of Dictatorship project announced that 
it has received pre-orders for more than 300 
land plots for the Spring Mandalay Investment 
project. 

Myanmar Now reported that a leaked document 
from Mandalay’s Obo Prison claimed that a po-
litical prisoner died on September 17 due to the 
prison staff’s failure to provide medical treat-
ment and poor living conditions inside the pris-
on.

Malaysia deported 150 Myanmar nationals, in-
cluding six navy officers who attempted to take 
refuge with UNHCR.
The US Treasury listed Dynasty International, 
owned by two Myanmar arms dealers, in its sanc-
tion blacklist for “supporting the oppressive mili-
tary junta”. The US sanction targeted the owners 
Aung Moe Myint and brother Hlaing Moe Myint, 
and the company’s director Myo Thitsa, for “sup-
plying weapons, armaments, missiles and aircraft 
to the regime”. 
Three fighter jets of the military regime bombed 
Makatta Village, Kyarinseikkyi Township, Karen 
State which is 10 miles away from the Thai bor-
der. The attack came around 2 am and hit a mon-
astery. 

During the festival of light celebration, young 
protesters from Yangon Revolution Force’s Soft 
Strike Community went up to the iconic Shweda-
gon pagoda to hold a banner that says “Viva la 
revolution for justice” amid the tight security 
with a mere belief that the public who come to 
pay homage to the pagoda is on their side.

2022 October 
Timeline October 1, 2022

October 3, 2022

October 6, 2022

October 9, 2022

October 2, 2022

October 4, 2022

October 5, 2022

October 7, 2022

October 10, 2022

The NUG appointed Dr Ngin Tan Maung, a Chin 
parliamentarian representing Mindat Town, as 
the deputy minister for the Ministry of Humani-
tarian Affairs, and Disaster Management.

The military proxy USDP party began its two-day 
convention which shifted the party’s leadership. 
The convention elected the coup leader’s close 
aide Khin Yi as its chairman. 
The Phnom Penh Post reported that the Myan-
mar junta will not be invited to the upcoming 
40th and 41st ASEAN Summit which will be held 
on November 10-13, and only non-political repre-
sentatives from Myanmar will be allowed.

The military regime opened a case against U Kh-
ine Myat Kyaw, the editor of Sittwe-based news 
Narinjara, with Article 66 of Telecommunications 
Law, and Penal Code Section 505A for a news 
story from Mrauk-U Township.
Switzerland-based investment company Trafig-
ura announced that its PUMA Energy planned 
to sell its shares to a local company and leave 
Myanmar. According to the statement, the board 
decided to leave Myanmar in early 2022, and it 
has now agreed to sell its shares from Puma En-
ergy Asia Sum (PEAS) and National Energy Puma 
Aviation Services (NEPAS) to a local business.

The NUG announced that the government esti-
mated one year of wartime to uproot Min Aung 
Hlaing’s regime, and it has been strategizing six 
different war fronts with the help of alliance 
forces.
About 120 political prisoners in Mandalay’s Obo 
Prison were transferred to prisoners in smaller 
towns to disperse the anti-regime force.

A Chinese-backed power plant was opened in 
Kyauk Phyu Special Economic Zone in Rakhine 
State where Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar 
Chen Hen and junta-appointed deputy minister 
for electric power Daw Aung Zeya were in atten-
dance. 
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October 14, 2022

October 17, 2022

October 20, 2022

October 22, 2022

October 13, 2022

October 19, 2022

October 21, 2022

Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA)’s Gener-
al Ta Phone Kyaw said that the civilian-elected 
National Unity government needs to strengthen 
its tactic to form meaningful alliances with some 
ethnic armed groups.
The military regime announced that it would sue 
BBC Burmese and the Irrawaddy for their reports 
on the shootout at Kyikehteeyo Pagoda on Oc-
tober 12, to which the regime claimed “wrongful 
reports”. 
The People’s Defense Forces (PDF) reportedly at-
tacked the regime’s Mingalardone Airforce, Yan-
gon with electric free-flight rockets. 

Junta-appointed Union Election Commission 
(UEC) chair Thein Soe and member Aung Moe 
Myint attended the summit organized by the As-
sociation of World Election Bodies in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

Wai Moe Naing, a prominent protest leader from 
Monywa, received four more years of jail time 
under the Natural Disaster Law, and Penal Code 
Section 505A for incitement, which added up to 
a total of 14 years.

A short film taken with iPhone 11 about a defec-
tive soldier “The Road Not Taken” was screened 
in New York six shows in one day. The film was 
directed by Ko Pauk, and is based on a true story.

A bomb blast at the visitor centre of Insein Pris-
on was followed by the indiscriminate shooting 
of the regime soldiers, killing five civilians and 
three prison staff, and injuring several. The de-
ceased included the mother of famous activist 
James @ Lin Htet Naing who was arrested in 
June this year.
The military council organized a jewelry fair for 
six days with limited participation from both 
sellers and buyers. 

Seoul University’s department of Southeast 
Asia organized a conference on Myanmar titled, 
“Spring Revolution and Myanmar’s Long Road 
Toward National Unity” to discuss Myanmar’s 
current situation and future. 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) added Myan-
mar to its blacklist which contains countries with 
high risks of money laundering and illicit finan-
cial flows.

October 11, 2022

October 15, 2022

The special court inside Naypyidaw Prison sen-
tenced U Aung Naing Oo, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
security officer, to 10 years of jail time for breach-
ing the Official Secrets Act.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said that the Myan-
mar military used Japan-funded passenger ships 
to transport military soldiers and reinforcement 
in September 2022.
London-based clothing company Mark & Spen-
cer announced that it will terminate its sourcing 
in Myanmar factories, and will leave the country 
responsibly by March 2023.
Japanese car company Toyota started manufac-
turing Hilux trucks in its factory in Thilawa SEZ, 19 
months after its initial plan to operate in Myan-
mar.

On the 7th anniversary of the Nationwide Cease-
fire Agreement (NCA), the coup leader Min Aung 
Hlaing gave a speech and said that the NCA will 
continue to be upheld for the peace process.
New Mon State Party signed an agreement with 
the military council to continue the peace dia-
logues despite the condemnation of Mon youths 
and Mon organizations.
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October 23, 2022

October 28, 2022

October 29, 2022

Around 9 pm, the military launched an airstrike 
at a music concert held in commemoration of 
the Kachin Independence Organization’s 62nd 
year of formation at the KIA Battalion 9 area in 
Hpakant Township, Kachin State. The aerial at-
tack killed at least 62 civilians including local ce-
lebrities and youths. 
A military chopper and soldiers opened fire at 
Sinkontine Village in Katha Township of Sagaing 
Region, killing a 12-year-old girl and injuring an-
other child. 
96 Myanmar nationals who entered Thailand il-
legally were arrested by Thai authorities in Kan-
chanaburi and Ratchaburi provinces.

Seventeen dead bodies, including the body of an 
underage boy, were found in Phalan Pin Village 
of Pale Township, Sagaing Region after the re-
gime’s raid on October 25.

The Karen National Union (KNU)’s spokesperson 
Padoh Saw Taw Nee released a video message 
and said that the peace process is destroyed 
since the day the military staged the coup.

October 25, 2022

October 27, 2022

October 31, 2022

In his speech for the commemoration of the for-
mation of KIO, Chairman General N’Ban La said 
that the Kachin armed group will accelerate its 
military offensives and approach with a new 
strategy due to the military’s indiscriminate at-
tacks on civilians.

ASEAN foreign ministers gathered in Jakarta, 
Indonesia to discuss the implementation of the 
five-point consensus, where a non-political rep-
resentative from Myanmar was invited to the 
special meeting. 
The regime released a press statement regard-
ing the ASEAN special meeting, which threat-
ened the ASEAN that putting additional pressure 
by setting a timeframe for the implementation 
of the five-point consensus would only “create 
more negative implications than positive ones”. 

Five CDM healthcare workers including a surgeon 
from Mandalay were detained for providing med-
ical supplies to the PDFs in Sagaing Region.
The regime announced that it had arrested 10 
members of the Inya Urban Force(IUF) which car-
ried out the assassination of retired general Ohn 
Thwin and his son-in-law last month.
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According to General Gun Maw, 
Anang Pa is a small rest stop for 
travellers, filled with food stalls 
and vendors. The small village is 
located close to the outposts of 
the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA), and those of the military 
council, just three kilometres 
away from Hpakant Township. It 
means that Anang Pa locals are 
no strangers to the conflict and 
the Myanmar military’s terroristic 
acts.

On the night of October 23, a 
music concert was held in com-
memoration of the 62nd anni-
versary of the Kachin Indepen-
dence Organization (KIO), the 
ethnic armed group well-loved 
and largely supported by the lo-
cals. Villagers gathered to listen 
to music performances of local 
Kachin celebrities, where they 
tried to find a moment to enjoy 
life in an uncertain time. To or-
ganize the music concert peace-
fully, some Kachin businessmen 
reportedly bribed a large sum of 
money to the local military com-
mander for “an unofficial approv-
al”. Knowing that the military 
authorities had taken the bribe 
money, the locals, including offi-
cials from the KIA, let their guard 
down and enjoyed the night. 
Then, the world crumbled with 
an aerial bomb that fell right on 
the stage. 

Multiple news outlets report-
ed that the Myanmar military 
launched an airstrike at the con-
cert around 9 pm, committing 
yet another mass killing of ci-
vilians. Following three bombs 
dropped from the fighter jets, an 
indiscriminate shooting of ma-
chine gun fire was carried out 
by jet fighters into the crowd, 
killing more party-goers. To this 
day, the number of fatalities var-

ies, but at least 62 deaths have 
been confirmed by the KIO. The 
Irrawaddy News’ report on Octo-
ber 28 disclosed that the death 
toll included some senior offi-
cials from the KIA’s Brigade 9 and 
members of the People’s De-
fense Force (PDF).

More than 100 people have been 
injured, and are in need of urgent 
medical attention. Living up to its 
reputation, the Myanmar military 
tries multiple attempts to halt 
the rescue and relief efforts for 
injured victims. Myanmar Now 
media talked to rescue work-
ers in the area and reported that 
the military threatened to “issue 
criminal charges against those 
attempting to access Anang Pa”, 
preventing victims from having 
medical care. The military check-
points were also thoroughly 
checked for any passenger who 
travelled from Anang Pa. Since 
personally traveling to Anang Pa 
compromises the rescue work-
ers’ safety, volunteers attempt-
ed to deliver medical supplies to 
the victims, to which the regime 
responded by blocking the sup-
plies and preventing any vehi-
cles from passing through their 
checkpoints. A volunteer told 
Myanmar Now that the regime’s 
attempts of blocking medical aid 
would only result in an increasing 
death toll. 

The news on Sunday night 
shocked both Myanmar na-
tionals and those who still care 
about Myanmar, but not a sur-
prise. Throughout the week, sev-
eral embassies and international 
organizations expressed their 
concerns and condemnations 
towards the regime’s targeted 
attack on civilians through press 
statements. The ASEAN held yet 
another special meeting to re-

solve the situation in Myanmar, 
yet, it has taken, both us and 
them, nowhere. 

The next day after the attack, 
General N’Ban La, the Kachin re-
sistance leader who chairs the 
Kachin Independence Organiza-
tion (KIO), said in his speech that 
the KIO/KIA would initiate a shift 
politically and militarily with new 
strategies to uproot the coup 
leader Min Aung Hlaing’s regime 
which has been killing innocent 
lives with no remorse. In his re-
cent Facebook post, General Gun 
Maw also said that the aerial at-
tack at Anang Pa only proved 
that the regime saw innocent ci-
vilians as its enemies, leading to 
more and more tragedies in the 
state. 

To achieve his presidential dream, 
the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing 
has held “peace dialogues” with 
some ethnic groups to attract 
ethnic votes and has plotted a 
new leadership in the military 
proxy political party to gain sup-
port. Yet, the regime’s ongoing 
slaughters of civilians- ethnics or 
Bamars alike- would only wors-
en the public sentiment towards 
him. With no end of instability 
in sight, the wildfire of civil war 
burns brighter, harsher, and only 
grows higher. 

The Night the Sky Crumbled over Anang Pa
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October 2022, just like any other 
month since military coup, was a 
horrible month for the people of 
Myanmar, with bombing, shoot-
ing, burning and looting across 
the country continued unabated 
by junta’s forces. On a less tangi-
ble, yet equally devastating front 
of the economy, things turned a 
darker twist yet this month, for 
FATF (Financial Action Task Force) 
the global watchdog for money 
laundering and financial terror-
ism designated Myanmar as a 
high-risk country, better known 
informally as “the blacklist”. In 
doing so, Myanmar which was a 
regular black-listed country un-
der the previous military dicta-
tor General Than Shwe, returned 
to reap the “benefits” of military 
rule once again. Contemporarily, 
we become the only 3rd country 
to be on active blacklist, along 
with North Korea and Iran.  

Observers almost unanimously 
agree that while getting black-
listed will pose as a challenge to 
the rule of the junta, the over-
whelming damage would go to 
the people. Having said that, the 

blacklist is a matter of when than 
if for anyone with less than per-
fect optimism on the junta’s be-
havior. Myanmar, getting delist-
ed the previous blacklist after the 
democratic government came to 
power in 2016, soon got put into 
grey list in 2020, after the mon-
ey laundering efforts with ties 
to powerful groups (often the 
military themselves) proved too 
much of then quasi-democratic 
government to handle. Nonethe-
less, then democratically elect-
ed government showed genuine 
faith to step up efforts and devel-
oped an action plan to address 
or alleviate problems. However, 
with the coup of February 2021, 
the people who were trying to 
solve the issue got thrown into 
jail, and the people who caused 
the problems came to put critical 
institutions such as the Central 
Bank of Myanmar (CBM) and the 
Ministry of Planning and Finance 
(MOPF) under their fold. 

Since day one of the coup, the 
junta Min Aung Hlaing and his 
lackeys have demonstrated that 
they have no desire nor capabil-
ity to govern, whether towards 
the people or the economy. Re-
garding the people, extreme pu-
nitive measures against peace-
ful demonstrations gave way to 
armed resistance. On the econ-
omy, the market had responded 
in similar fashion to Min Aung 
Hlaing and his advisors’ nonsen-
sical directives. The country’s 
GDP dropped 18% in 2021 alone, 
and Myanmar Kyat (MMK) has 
dropped from MMK 1300 to US$ 
1 in January 2021 to over MMK 
3000 now. Worse than decline in 
currency value is the episodes of 
sudden and sharp drops in cur-
rency value every now and then. 
The point about junta could not 

govern the people nor the econ-
omy could not be clearer. How-
ever, it is the people, especially 
the poorest, who suffer most. 
And the number of poor peo-
ple has increased exponentially 
since the coup. The United Na-
tions estimates that, at the end 
of 2021, poverty levels returned 
to those of the year 2005 with 
roughly 40% of the population 
living below poverty line. Mil-
lions are facing food-insecurity, 
and studies are reporting people 
finding it less affordable to pur-
chase essentials such as food or 
medicine. The drop in MMK has 
compounding implications for 
the entire economy, with Myan-
mar being heavily reliant on im-
ports for essentials such as fuel 
and medicine. Major investments 
that came to the country during 
the demoralization have left one 
after another, some citing hu-
man rights violations stemming 
from the coup, others due to the 
erratic economic environment.

Getting blacklisted by FATF 
comes in light of this. Blacklist 
status, while not amounting to 
sanctions to do business with 
Myanmar, would nonetheless 
add up extra monitoring costs 
for our international trading part-
ners. Arguably, as far as achiev-
ing a stable economy is con-

Myanmar Economy Takes 
Another Blow Yet

“Blacklist status, 
while not amount-
ing to sanctions to 
do business with 
Myanmar, would 
nonetheless add 
up extra monitor-
ing costs for our 
international trad-
ing partners.”



8

cerned, the underlying problems 
are worse in Myanmar compared 
to Iran or North Korea. While the 
two countries have their own ty-
rants and are doing badly both 
in human rights and economic 
fronts, they are not in the midst 
of a civil war, and experts can 
still forecast the performance 
of these economies in next few 
years. For Myanmar, the conflict 
and other risks are too big that 
the World Bank has altogether 
stopped estimating economic 
prospects after one year. 

If the junta and his lackeys could 
not stop FATF from designating 
the country under blacklist, get-
ting out of the blacklist would 
be nothing more than a fleeting 
dream, as long as the junta is still 
playing king. For instance, the key 
recommendations on the note 
announcing blacklist suggested 
Myanmar to 1. improve efforts 
in tackling money laundering, 2. 
supervising hundi operations, 3. 
investigating and prosecuting 
money launderers, 4. to demon-
strate international cooperations 
for transnational money launder-
ing, among others. Just a quick 
glance of these suggestions 
shows how the junta would be 
unwilling or unable to implement 
these, and how difficult not hurt-
ing ordinary citizens is. The FATF 
President, Mr. Raja Kumar admi-

rably said that the increased due 
diligence must not negatively 
impact humanitarian assistance, 
nor remittances. Then again, no 
humanitarian assistance is sub-
stitute for smoothly running 
market.

When it comes to transnation-
al money transfers, remittanc-
es from the overseas Myanmar 
community, under the demo-
cratic government were increas-
ingly turning into legal channels, 
with improving ties between 
regional and domestic banks. 
People generally prefer to go 
through legitimate banks since 
the risks are lower than hun-
di operators. However, with the 
coup the banks become less 
reliable than hundi operators, 
with withdrawal restrictions and 
the bank exchange rates set at 
roughly two-third of the market 
rate. While the large-scale mon-
ey-laundering of powerful peo-
ple caused problems in the past, 
ordinary people who are just 
trying to protect their earnings 
would get into trouble now. For 
prosecuting large-scale money 
launderers, that won’t happen 
unless we could put the generals 
behind bars and put this charge 
in addition to others. Moreover, 
for international cooperation, 
that’s not where the junta is keen 
as well. 

Since the coup, the criminal ha-
vens, run by the transnational 
criminal organizations and pro-
tected by both the junta’s of-
ficials and allied militias were 
spawning across the country. 
None more notorious than Shwe 
Kokko, along Myanmar-Thailand 
border, run by a Chinese orga-
nized crime syndicate, and pro-
tected by a local armed militia 
allied with the junta. Reports of 
human trafficking towards the 
casino city in the middle of the 
jungle where victims were forced 
to commit financial crimes has 
become too frequent since the 
coup. Would the protectors of 
these criminal havens be willing 
to kick out their lucrative tenants 
just because FATF blacklist the 
country? 

All these points out that it would 
not be surprising if this blacklist 
status were to be there as long as 
the junta stays, and if the more 
and more people of Myanmar 
were pushed further into pover-
ty in years to come. Then again, 
this is just the reality faced by the 
people of Myanmar. Military dic-
tatorship remains the roots of all 
evils, including this one. For us to 
have better days, we just have to 
uproot the military dictatorship 
first.

We write weekly to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/

weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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Cases Description Alleged Violations
Highest
Sentence

Verdicts

1 Incitement Penal Code 505A 2 years 2 years

2 & 3
Having found a walkie-talkie
in her home

-Telecommunication Law
Article 67

-Import/Export Law Article 8

1 year

3 years

2 years

4 & 5
Breaching Covid regulations
during the election
campaign period in 2020

Natural Disaster Prevention
Law Article 25

3 years for
each

4 years

6
Exposing the state’s official
secrets

Official Secrets Act Article 3(1)
(C)

14 years 3 years

7
Receiving bribes from
Yangon Chief Minister U
Phyo Min Thein

Anti-Corruption Law Article 55 15 years 5 years

8, 9 & 10
Building lands for Daw Khin
Kyi Foundation 

Anti-Corruption Law Article 55
15 years
each 

3 years

11
Lease for Daw Khin Kyi
Foundation in Yangon

Anti-Corruption Law Article 55 15 years 3 years

12, 13, 14,
15 & 16

Purchasing helicopters for
disaster management
purposes

Anti-Corruption Law Article 55 15 years on-going

17 & 18
Receiving bribes from
business tycoon Maung
Waik

Anti-Corruption Law Article 55
15 years
each

3 years

19
Influencing the Union
Election Commission and
causing election fraud

Penal Code 130-A 3 years 3 years

Total Imprisonment 28 years

L e g a l  B a t t l e s
A U N G  S A N  S U U  K Y I ' s   

It has been 20 months since the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing
seized power from the civilian-elected leaders and ruled the
country. It means that widely-beloved State Counselor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi has been locked up for about the same
period, and has been facing ridiculous legal charges such as
possessing walkie-talkies in her house or receiving gold bars as
bribes. Honestly, we lose track of all the legal cases she had/has
faced, and the jail time she received at junta courts. So here is a
list to keep track of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s court cases, but let
us all be reminded that these are allegations made by the
military regime, and verdicts are delivered at junta-controlled
courtrooms through judges who answer to Min Aung Hlaing. 

So
u

rc
e:

 M
ya

n
m

ar
 N

ow
 

9



10

Oppressions inside jail cells 
separate families further away

According to the Assistance As-
sociation for Political Prison-
ers (AAPP), an advocacy group 
based in the Thai-Myanmar bor-
der Mae-Sot, defines “a political 
prisoner is anyone arrested, de-
tained, or imprisoned because of 
their perceived, or known active 
role, or in association with activ-
ities promoting freedom, justice, 
equality, human rights, includ-
ing ethnic rights, in association 
with the pro-democracy move-
ment”. In Myanmar, the February 
coup last year has not only seen 
a surge in the number of political 
prisoners but a rise in continual 
violation of basic human rights. 
The AAPP says the number of 
political prisoners arrested by 
the junta as of October 31 2022 
is 16016 where 3188 have been 
released, and 2404 were killed. 
Among those arrested, 12806 
are still detained and some have 
been sentenced. 

Violation of basic human rights 
and dignity is a tactic employed 
by successive military regimes to 
oppress the revolutionary spirit 
of the political prisoners. As ac-
cess to adequate food, hygiene, 
and medical treatment is horrific 
inside the prison, family mem-
bers outside the prison have to 
take the burden to send parcels 
to care for their detained loved 
ones. These include the daugh-
ters of Mya Wunn Yan, chief ed-
itor of the Shan State-based 
Thanlwin Thwaychin news agen-
cy. Her home was stormed by 35 
soldiers and police with 20 cars 
in July last year and was imme-
diately arrested. She later was 
sentenced to two years in pris-
on under Article 505(a) of the 
Myanmar Penal Code on Decem-
ber 30. Although her daughters 

have been able to send parcels 
to the prison, their appeal to 
have her released upon “amnes-
ty” failed. The younger daughter, 
Noe, said the political prisoners 
do not have adequate access to 
medicine and medical treatment 
when they fall sick. The right to 
medical treatment is especial-
ly denied to political prisoners. 
Therefore, Noe made sure essen-
tial medicine was packed for her 
mother in these parcels, and she 
knew that they were shared with 
other inmates.

Sending parcels to loved ones 
inside the prison never seems to 
be enough, and the security to 
screen these parcels is very tight. 
Their parcels and even private 
letters were examined closely 
by the prison guards. “Since they 
open our letters to our mother, 
we cannot write anything relat-
ed to political situations outside. 
When the Covid third wave was 
killing people and making people 
sick at home, we couldn’t tell the 
mother as we were not allowed 
to mention the Covid situation 
at all. We could only write how 
much we miss her and some triv-
ial notes of the same sort. Send-
ing parcels is also very expensive, 
especially when the family lives 
far away from the prison where 
their loved ones are being de-
tained. Usually, the prison busi-
ness also makes it unaffordable. 
Noe said, “The prison guards 
also do not allow us to send cer-
tain food, and force us to buy 
from the prison market which is 
certainly more expensive than 
buying outside. We could bare-
ly afford to send parcels, and it’s 
been a struggle for us”.

Another person who is sending 

parcels to comrades inside the 
prison is an activist and secretary 
of the youth political organiza-
tion Generation Wave, Ma Ei Ei 
Moe. Besides struggling to send 
care packages, she also talked 
about how political prisoners are 
also denied their right to a fair tri-
al. In some cases, they were not 
properly informed of the laws 
they were being charged with, 
and the trials were often can-
celed or postponed. The Penal 
Code 505(a), is a newly inserted 
section shortly after the coup in 
March 2021 which punishes and 
criminalizes anyone who “causes 
fear”, “spreads false news”, [or] 
agitates directly or indirectly a 
criminal offense against a gov-
ernment employee, any officer, 
soldier, sailor or airman, in the 
Army, Navy or Air Force to muti-
ny or otherwise disregard or fail in 
his duty. Ma Ei Ei Moe said those 
arrested on March 3, 2021, at the 
Tamwe protest site had never 
heard of this section of the Penal 
Code before, and it was clear that 
the new section was intentional-
ly inserted by the junta to target 
the protesters and activists at the 
time. “I have only learned about 
this new section, 505(a), when 
the judge told me. I have been in-
volved in political activism since 
the 2007 Saffron Revolution, and 
have familiarized myself with the 
existing laws. But it was a new 
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one,” she said. When asked why 
she started sending parcels to 
comrades inside the prison, she 
talked about her experience of 
how she survived eight months 
inside with the parcels received 
from supporters outside as her 
immediate family was not in Yan-
gon. This is the reason she start-
ed sending parcels to the polit-
ical prisoners immediately after 
her release although she, herself, 
has been hiding from one safe 
house after another ever since.

On October 19, a bomb blast 
occurred from one of the sus-
pected parcels at the high-se-

curity Insein Prison in Yangon. 
The incident killed five civilians, 
who came to deliver parcels and 
three prison staff. This attack 
was later claimed by the under-
ground group named “Special 
Task Agency of Burma (STA)” al-
though many believed it was the 
military’s doing since the mem-
bers of STA have been detained 
and their social media pages 
have been compromised. None-
theless, the attack itself was con-
demned by many rights groups, 
civil societies, and pro-democra-
cy groups including the National 
Unity Government (NUG). Ma Ei 
Ei Moe is one of them. She said 

this type of mission would ex-
acerbate an already horrendous 
situation and violation of human 
rights that the political prisoners 
have been facing. As expected, 
the junta immediately banned 
parcel delivery to the prisoners. 
Consequently, just like Noe and 
her sister, thousands of family 
members have not been able to 
send parcels for their loved ones 
any longer. Just like that, the 
only channel that had brought 
much-needed warmth and ener-
gy to those behind the bars has 
been cut off. 
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Silent Murders of the Regime
The official data says that a total 
of 2404 people have been killed 
by the military regime since the 
coup. The association also says 
that the actual numbers are like-
ly much higher. We agree with 
that. Hundreds of deaths have 
not been recorded as murders 
by the military simply because in 
many cases, there was no bullet 
involved. However, many of our 
citizens have been killed by Min 
Aung Hlaing’s reign in an indirect 
way also. In this month alone, we 
have witnessed tragedies that 
were caused by the consequenc-
es of the military’s takeover. Let’s 
look back at some of those inci-
dents.

Theingi @ Anaw aged 25

Ma Theingi, nicknamed Anaw, 
worked as a nurse until she de-
cided to join the Civic Disobedi-
ence Movement (CDM) when the 
military coup took place on Feb-
ruary 1. Enduring various hard-
ships as a CDM staff, Ma Theingi 
and her husband decided to go 
to Thailand via an illegal border 
route to create a better life for 
their only child. As they crossed 
the border on October 7, they 
were spotted by Thai police. 
When the authorities tried to ar-
rest them, both of them jumped 
into Moei (Thaungyin) River in a 
desperate attempt to make it to 
safety. Her husband managed 
to swim across the river but Ma 
Theingi tragically drowned to her 
death due to exhaustion. 

Ko Ye Zaw aged 25

Ko Ye Zaw was a delivery man 
for a courier service in Yangon. 
On the evening of October 12, Ko 
Ye Zaw was robbed by a group 
of armed men in Hlaingtharyar 
Township. Not only did they take 
everything in his possession, but 
they also stabbed him to death. 
With a cut to the heart, Ko Ye 
Zaw died on the spot. Since the 
coup has taken place, thugs and 
gangs have reemerged all over 
the country and prey on civil-
ians while the police and soldiers 
support them in the background, 
and Hlaingtharyar is one of the 
most notorious areas for such 
crimes. However, it was not even 
late in the night and he lived in 
the same township so little did 
Ko Ye Zaw know he would face 
such a fate.

Daw Kyee Myint aged 55

Daw Kyee Myint, the mother of 
prominent political activist Ko 
Lin Htet Naing was killed during 
the explosion inside Insein Pris-
on as she was waiting in line to 
drop off necessary things for her 
detained son on October 19. The 
bomb inside a parcel exploded 
and the regime soldiers respond-
ed by carrying out an indiscrim-

inate shooting which resulted in 
the deaths of five civilians includ-
ing Daw Kyee Myint.  Although 
the junta made it look like it was 
the doing of the resistance forc-
es, it cannot be verified. Many 
speculated it could have been 
the regime that was behind the 
whole incident citing the level of 
security imposed in such a facil-
ity. As if losing a son to impris-
onment isn’t hard enough, Daw 
Kyee Myint lost her own life in 
the most tragic way. 

Ashin Ariyawuntharviwuntha @ 
Myawaddyi Min Gyi aged 70

Ashin Ariyawuntharviwuntha, 
better known as Myawaddy Min 
Gyi Sayadaw died in Maesot 
Hospital, Thailand on October 
27. Sayadaw was from Manda-
lay Region and was prominent 
for his role in the defiance of the 
military throughout the years. He 
was sued and charged for criti-
cizing the military back in 2019, 
and was arrested as soon as the 
coup took place. He spent six 
months behind the bars, and was 
released in August 2022. He had 
since then spent his time practic-
ing Buddhism in the Thai-Myan-
mar border area, and passed 
away from sudden heart failure 
this month. Sayadaw was known 
for his good health, but it had de-
teriorated since he was arrested.
In one form or another, those 
mentioned above have partici-
pated in the resistance. The lives 
that could have been prosperous 
if it weren’t for Min Aung Hlaing…
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Location: Kyaikdo Police Station,
Kyarinseikkyi tsp,

Karen State
Description: Resistance forces

mounted an assault on the station,
2 policemen were killed and

multiple weapons were seized 
Actors: KNLA & PDF  vs SAC

soldiers
Date: October 28

SAC'S SOLDIERS PDF'S MEMBERS
Ja

n
Feb

M
ar

Apr
M

ay
Ju

n Ju
l

Aug
Sep

Oct

400 

300 

200 

100 

0 

People's Resistance War
181 skirmishes have been recorded in October. The map below describes the number of battles

and strategic clashes in each region.

Location: Ngathayauk police
station, Nyaung-U Tsp, 
Mandalay Region
Description: PDF's Ambush on 
the station saw the deaths of 
10 policemen including an officer 
Actors: PDF vs SAC soldiers
Date: October 29

Location: Kawkareik, Karen State
Description: Resistance forces

charged at the junta's army and
took control of the parts of the

town. SAC responded with
airstrikes and shelled artillery on

the town, displacing thousands of
civilians. At least 2 civilians were

killed and more than 10 were
injured

Actors: KNLA & PDF vs SAC
soldiers

Date: October 21

Location: Ta’ang (Palaung) area,
Shan-north

Description: Resistance forces
conducted an offensive against the

regime's soldiers and both sides
suffered casualties 

Actors: KIA & PDF vs SAC soldiers
Date: October 04

Location: Insein Prison, Yangon
Description: An explosion took
place in the parcel-receiving
area inside Insein Prison and
indiscriminate shooting by the
junta’s soldiers killed 5 civilians
died in addition to 3 prison staff 
Actors: Unknown vs SAC
soldiers
Date: October 19

Location: PDF training school,
Wetlet tsp, Sagaing Region

Description: SAC conducted
airstrike and ground

operation, killing 3 rangers
and 3 civilians 

Actors: PDF vs SAC soldiers
Date: October 8

Location: Aung San Myo Satt PDF
Station, Yinpaungtine Village,
Yinmabin tsp, Sagaing Region
Description: Regime soldiers
conducted airstrikes and ground
mission, killing 10 people; 
9 rangers and 1 civilian
Actors: PDF vs SAC soldiers
Date: October 19

Location: Kanpetlet Tsp, 
Chin State
Description: Fights resumed
between SAC and CDF for 
the first time in a month. 
SAC troops were ambushed 
by CDF when attempting to 
move to another position
Actors: CDF vs SAC soldiers
Date: October 20
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