


2

Crises after crises have taken place 
in the world where businesses 
tend to operate as usual. Yangon 
is one of those places, but its res-
idents aren’t. Youth Association 
of Thingangyun (YAT) uploaded 
a video on January 26 in which 
they asked random citizens on the 
street what they wanted to say to 
the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing 
with the third year of the military 
coup approaching. The answers 
ranged from “He lacks the skills to 
rule the country”, “Give the power 
back to elected leaders”, to “I just 
want to ram into him to death with 
my taxi” and “I want him to die with 
the worst possible way”. Civilians in 
major cities have few choices but 
to live as normally as possible, yet 
the hardship and instability that 
stemmed from the coup have tat-
tooed resentment towards the mil-
itary in their hearts. Leading up to 
February 1, youth protesters were 
seen in crowded places, reminding 
the people of the regime’s control 
and gearing up for the Nationwide 
Silent Strike.

Elsewhere in the country, insta-
bility continues as the clashes be-
tween the armed resistance fight-
ers and the regime forces surged. 
Whenever the People Defence 
Forces (PDF) made any trivial of-
fence with limited firepower, the 
military responded with heavy re-
taliation, carrying out aerial attacks 
and arson attacks, killing and dis-
placing civilians from their homes. 
Two years of life under the regime, 
17.6 out of 56 million Myanmar peo-
ple are in need of humanitarian 
assistance according to the latest 
report published by the UNOCHA. 

Despite explosions and shootouts 
taking place here and there, all 
Min Aung Hlaing has been talking 
about since the calendar flipped to 
2023 is the new election. The only 
way to legitimise his power grab 
for the past two years is to follow 
through with the 2008 Consti-

Recap
tution, under which the state of 
emergency has now expired and 
a new election must be planned 
or scheduled. In his speech for 
Myanmar’s Independence Day 
this month, he vowed to hold a 
“free and fair election” with the 
new Proportional Representation 
system by colluding with other 
self-serving political parties. But 
to the public, that was merely an 
exit strategy for his military coun-
cil, as well as to extend his rule 
under a different facade. The re-
gime-appointed Union Election 
Council has been re-registering 
a new voter list while the mili-
tary-backed USDP has begun its 
election campaigns. In the last 
week of January, the regime also 
published a new political party 
registration law which has been 
designed to either abolish the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) or split up the party from 
within (case in point: a couple of 
NLD members had visited DASSK 
in prison and asked for her per-
mission to reopen party offices in 
late 2022). On the same note of 
legitimising its rule and painting 
a bad image of the pro-democra-
cy resistance groups, the regime 
has been organizing “peace dia-
logues’’ with ethnic armed groups 
in early January and pressuring 
them to denounce the Nation-
al Unity Government (NUG), the 
Committee Representing Pyid-
aungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), and the 
PDFs. The junta’s chief may be 
shamelessly saying things like 
“truly democratic”, or “genuine 
and discipline-flourishing multi-
party democratic system” to fool 
the world, but his actions prove to 
be otherwise. 

On the international front, the US 
approved the BURMA Act which 
allowed its government to sanc-
tion the regime more effectively 
and support the pro-democra-
cy forces with non-lethal aid. The 
NUG’s ministers and represen-

tatives have been mobilizing in 
Western countries to gain recog-
nition and support. In late Decem-
ber 2022, the UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution, the first on 
Myanmar in 74 years, calling on the 
military to end violence and release 
all political prisoners. However, clos-
er to home, neighbouring countries 
still show signs that are in favour 
of those in power, i.e. Min Aung 
Hlaing’s army. In mid-January, the 
coup leader himself welcomed the 
Thai military’s chief of staff and his 
delegates in Rakhine State. While 
ASEAN continues to hold onto the 
five-point consensus as a resolu-
tion for Myanmar’s situation, the 
NUG’s Daw Zin Mar Aung said in 
an exclusive interview with us that 
more efforts can be seen from the 
10-member bloc under Indonesia’s 
chairmanship in the coming year. 

In his state of the union address in 
early January, the NUG’s president 
Duwa Lashi La said that important 
turns of events would take place in 
2023. He encouraged the citizens 
to remain resilient as the military 
“is waiting for the time when peo-
ple and the revolutionary forces 
are exhausted”. It was true indeed. 
Stepping into the third year under 
military rule, economic hardships, 
instability and insecurity have taken 
a toll on our people more and more 
noticeably. For our freedom, equal-
ity and future, we must eradicate 
the uniform-wearing green mon-
sters from the administrative sys-
tem as soon as possible. But both 
NUG and PDF can’t do it on their 
own. The country needs all the help 
it can get, i.e. from those inside the 
country, diaspora groups, and inter-
national friends. By counting every 
little win, we march toward the light 
at the end of the tunnel. As the slo-
gan of this year’s campaign goes, 
“One Voice and One Round”, which 
we have honoured with our cover 
art for this month, we are going to 
knock out the junta in this round.
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Dagon University Students’ Association reported 
that seven students received death sentences 
under the alleged shooting of retired Lieutenant 
Colonel Saw Moe Win. 
MNDAA and the regime’s forces engaged in a 
battle near Nant Phar Mountain in the Chin Shwe 
Haw Region of the China-Myanmar border, and 
the skirmish resulted in the casualties of 10 re-
gime soldiers, including 2 high-ranked officers.

Dr Sean Turnell, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s econ-
omist advisor who was released by the regime 
in November, attended a fundraising event for 
Myanmar’s Chin Region in Sydney.

ASEAN Special Envoy/Cambodia Foreign Minister 
Prak Sokhonn announced the cancellation of his 
trip to Myanmar after the military announced the 
death penalty to seven students from Dagon Uni-
versity.

The US House of Representatives approved the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) which 
included the BURMA Act with new amendments, 
allowing the US government to impose sanctions 
on the military regime and provide the pro-de-
mocracy opposition and resistance groups with 
non-lethal aid. 

The UN’s Credential Committee rejected the mili-
tary’s request and kept U Kyaw Moe Tun as Myan-
mar’s ambassador to the UN. The decision was 
made unanimously among all nine members of 
the committee.

The Union Solidarity and Development Party, the 
military’s proxy party, began its election cam-
paigns.

2022 December 
Timeline December 1, 2022

December 3, 2022

December 6, 2022

December 8, 2022

December 12, 2022

December 14, 2022

December 2, 2022

December 4, 2022

December 5, 2022

December 7, 2022

December 9, 2022

December 13, 2022

UNHCR Chief Volker Türk expressed shock that 
more than 130 people have been on death row 
by secretive court-martials in Myanmar since the 
coup. The press statement was announced after 
the news of seven university students.

Myanmar Passport Issuing Board announced that 
it will stop online booking for issuing passports on 
a temporary basis.

Dr Hkalam Samson, former leader of the Kachin 
Baptist Convention (KBC), was detained at Myit-
kyina Airport in Kachin State. 

Justice for Myanmar (JFM) called out the Switzer-
land government for inviting the junta to the Ef-
fective Development Cooperation Summit which 
was to be held from December 12 to 14 in Geneva. 
According to the data released by the military, 
the debts and expenses for the Department of 
Defense and Home Affairs have increased. Al-
though the local and foreign debts are over $28 
billion, it is still planning to use over $2 billion for 
its military defence.

U Aung Myo Min, the NUG’s Minister for Human 
Rights, delivered a speech at the European Union 
parliament. 

Junta court sentenced the deputy governor of 
the Central Bank U Bo Bo Nge 20 years of impris-
onment with two anti-corruption charges. One 
of the charges is related to the bank transaction 
of Open Society Myanmar, a charity of American 
philanthropist George Soros. 
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December 22, 2022

December 24, 2022

December 28, 2022

December 30, 2022

December 18, 2022

December 23, 2022

December 25, 2022

December 29, 2022

The United Nations Security Council adopted a 
resolution on Myanmar, calling on the military to 
end violence and to release all political prisoners 
including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. This resolution 
marked the first resolution on Myanmar in 74 
years, and 12 out of 15 members of the council, 
except for China, Russia and India, agreed to the 
motion. 

On the first anniversary of the death of over 40 ci-
vilians, including young children, girls, and wom-
en, in Hpruso in Karenni State, a commemoration 
was held by laying flowers and lighting candles 
at the site where the incident took place.

A prominent lawyer Daw Ywet Nu Aung was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison with hard labour by 
the junta’s tribunal inside Obo Prison, Mandalay.

The junta-controlled special court delivered the 
news that the detained leaders Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint received sev-
en years of imprisonment for the remaining five 
charges against them. 

The regime-appointed chief minister of Rakh-
ine State Dr Aung Kyaw Min said in a state-level 
meeting that IDP camps will be closed since the 
state is now in peace.

The NUG’s prime minister Mahn Win Khaing 
Than attended the Cobra Column’s military train-
ing graduation ceremony which took place in the 
Karen National Union (KNU)’s Brigade 6 territory. 
The prime minister also transferred 50 firearms 
and 1 million Myanmar Kyat to the Cobra Column.

Deng Xijun, the new Chinese special envoy to 
Myanmar, held a meeting with Myanmar’s eth-
nic armed organizations including Wa State’s 
UWSA, the Kachin Independence Army, the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), the 
Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), the Arakan 
Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, 
and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance 
Army (MNDAA).

December 16, 2022

December 20, 2022

In Yangon, a bomb explosion took place on a fer-
ry from Pansodan to Dala in the evening where 
about 10 civilians were injured. Many assumed 
that it was caused by either the junta’s forces or 
Pyu Saw Htee members.

The NUG’s Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung 
met with EU General Secretary Mr Stefano Sanni-
no in Brussels, Belgium, and they discussed how 
the EU can successfully sanction the junta and 
their family members.

The International Finance Cooperation (IFC) an-
nounced that it will withdraw its investments in 
Yoma Bank after Justice for Myanmar’s expose of 
its investment in Yoma Bank which is cooperating 
with the junta.
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In his new year speech, the president of the NUG 
Duwa Lashi La said that 2023 is an important year 
for the people’s revolution as he believes that sig-
nificant turns of the event will take place.

Celebrating Myanmar’s Independence Day from 
the British Empire, the military council released 
7012 prisoners, and about 200 were political pris-
oners according to Irrawaddy News.

KNU Mudraw Newspaper reported that the jun-
ta’s forces dropped a bomb on gold mines in KNU 
areas, and at least 6 civilians have been killed. 

Myanmar junta bombed the Chin National Front 
(CNF) headquarters at the India-Myanmar border, 
killing at least 5 comrades from CNF. During the 
assault, one bomb was dropped inside the Indian 
border.

Thai media reported that over 20 Myanmar work-
ers, including seven children, were detained in 
Thailand’s Chiang Rai Province for illegally cross-
ing the border. 

The KNU spokesperson Pado Saw Taw Nee told 
RFA Burmese that the central committee of the 
ethnic group decided not to support the 2023 
election organized by the military regime.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing welcomed General 
Chalermpol Srisawat, the Thai military’s chief of 
staff, and his delegate at Ngapali beach in Rakh-
ine State. 

2023 January 
Timeline January 1, 2023

January 4, 2023

January 9, 2023

January 11, 2023

January 13, 2023

January 15, 2023

January 19, 2023

January 2, 2023

January 5, 2023

January 6, 2023

January 10, 2023

January 12, 2023

January 14, 2023

January 17, 2023

U Kaung Khant Kyaw, a 25-year-old primary 
school teacher who participated in CDM, was giv-
en a death sentence by a junta-controlled court. 

Ko Wai Yan Phyo, a political prisoner inside the 
Pathein Prison, was shot and killed by prison war-
dens and soldiers during a crackdown on an al-
leged “prison riot”.

The US-based Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
listed Myanmar’s Phyo Zeya Thaw as one of the 
ten world figures who died in 2022.

At the 82nd cabinet meeting, the NUG’s presi-
dent Duwa Lashi La said that the civilian-elected 
government has received support from the eth-
nic armed organizations (EAOs), and vowed not 
to become a government-on-air.

The Thai-Myanmar Border Bridge No.1, connect-
ing Myawaddy town in Karen State and Mae Sot 
in Thailand’s Tak Province reopened for the first 
time in three years. 

U Pe Than, a former parliamentarian represent-
ing Myebon Township of Rakhine State, said that 
the 2023 election is an exit strategy for the mili-
tary regime from its political predicaments, and 
said the regime needs AA’s endorsement for the 
implementation of elections in Rakhine State.

A clash broke out between the Arakan Rohing-
ya Salvation Army (ARSA) and Rohingya Solidari-
ty Organization (RSO) near the Zero Point at the 
Myanmar-Bangladesh border on January 17 and 
18. 
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January 24, 2023

January 26, 2023

January 31, 2023

January 21, 2023

January 25, 2023

January 27, 2023

January 29, 2023

President U Win Myint, who has been detained at 
a secret location in Naypyidaw with his five oth-
er family members, was transferred to Taungoo 
Prison. While security has been tightened in his 
new location, the location of his family members 
has been unable to be traced.

The United Nations Office on Drug and Crimes 
(UNODC) issued a report which stated that opi-
um poppy was harvested on more than 99,090 
acres in Myanmar in the year 2022, which was a 
33% increase compared with the year before.

The US Department of Treasury imposed sanc-
tions on six individuals including one current 
military council’s cabinet member, former and 
current military officials, notorious former USDP 
lawmaker Bullet Hla Swe, and Rachel Tay Za, the 
adult daughter of notorious crony Tay Za. Three 
government entities under sanction include the 
regime-assembled Union Election Commission, 
No. 1 and 2 Mining Enterprises.
The UK’s latest round of sanctions targeted the 
businesses which supply aviation fuel to the mil-
itary, including two companies under the Asia 
Sun Group, and two individuals, Zaw Min Tun and 
Win Kyaw Kyaw Aung who are current and for-
mer directors/shareholders of the trading group.

Justice for Myanmar (JFM) issued a new report 
which disclosed that 22 foreign governments, 26 
intergovernmental organizations (including 14 
UN entities), 8 foreign financial institutions, and 8 
other international organizations have been sup-
porting the illegal military council.
In UNOCHA’s Humanitarian Response Plan for 
Myanmar 2023, it was highlighted that out of 
Myanmar’s 56 million population, 17.6 million 
need humanitarian assistance.

The military-controlled newspapers published 
the new political party registration law. The new 
law stated that any existing political party which 
fails to register in 60 days (i.e. by the end of March 
2023) will be abolished, and all the party proper-
ties including buildings and headquarters will be 
confiscated and nationalized. 

The National League for Democracy’s Human 
Rights Documentary Team (NLD-HRDT) an-
nounced that 84 party members have been 
killed by the junta including two members of 
parliament.

January 20, 2023

January 22, 2023

The NUG Ministry of Planning, Finance and In-
vestment started selling Spring Valour Condo-
miniums that are planned to be constructed on 
the land currently controlled by the military in 
Yangon. All apartments were sold out within 18 
hours for a total worth of USD 10.35 Million. 
Three Northern Alliance members said that at-
tendees of the regime-organized “peace dia-
logues” were pressured by the military to de-
nounce the pro-democracy forces as “terrorist 
groups”, to which they refused.

The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) 
released a policy on the Civil Disobedience Move-
ment (CDM) which aimed to recognize the sacri-
fices that CDM staff have made and to penalize 
the non-CDMers.

Major Than Htut, who oversaw the notorious in-
terrogation operations in Yangon, was lured into 
a trap and killed by PDF members. Than Htut 
and his team disguised as resistance rangers and 
planned to meet fellow comrades to buy weap-
ons, which was a usual tactic that had resulted in 
the loss of many PDF members before.
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Starting from its formation in 
April 2021, two and a half months 
after the coup, the National Uni-
ty Government (NUG) has taken 
the role of the civilian-led, legit-
imate government of millions 
of Myanmar people. Approach-
ing the third year of its leader-
ship, the NUG has received both 
praises and criticisms over its 
efforts in uniting ethnic groups, 
advocating on the international 
stage, providing support for the 
CDM, armed resistance and dis-
placed people. We have always 
wanted to hear from the side of 
the NUG ministers on how they 
cope with the people’s expec-
tation and their honest opin-
ions about where the resistance 
is heading. As luck would have 
it, we managed to get ahold of 
the NUG’s foreign minister this 
month. In this interview, Daw Zin 
Mar Aung talks about the NUG’s 
accomplishments in the interna-
tional front, how individuals can 
support Myanmar, and a glimpse 
into the near future. 

MM: It has been two years since 
the military coup was staged, 
and the formation of NUG turns 
two years in April. What are you 
most proud of in terms of NUG’s 
accomplishments in foreign af-
fairs? 
ZMA: In terms of NUG’s accom-
plishments in foreign affairs, de-
spite the limited human resourc-
es and difficulty of being able to 
travel, there is a certain degree 
of satisfaction such as being able 
to appoint some representatives 
for example in Europe and Asia 
regions,  communicating direct-
ly in countries where we could 
not appoint representatives, our 
representatives having contrib-
uted effectively to support the 

NUG’s Ministory of Planning, Fi-
nance and Investment (MOPFI) 
fundraising efforts and in politics 
especially with the ASEAN not 
allowing the SAC to represent 
Myanmar in Summits, Ambassa-
dor Kyaw Moe Tun’s continued 
representation in the UN and 
UN Resolution regarding Myan-
mar reached among UN Security 
Council members. 

MM: Where is the NUG in terms 
of being recognized by the inter-
national community? The ASE-
AN is still holding onto the five-
point consensus. Do you think 
Indonesia chairing the ASEAN 
this year would have a positive 
impact on recognizing the NUG 
from our neighbors?
ZMA: Regarding international 
recognition, it depends on the 
kind of recognition. In terms 
of diplomatic relations and en-
gagement, we have progressed 
where there is an understanding 
and acceptance that they [for-
eign governments] must engage 
with the NUG when it comes to 
Myanmar issues. Regarding the 
ASEAN where Indonesia will hold 
the chairmanship, the new lead-
ership strengthens the situation 
where they need to make more 
efforts and engage. 

MM: We understand China has 
been playing both sides in this 
resistance. What is the biggest 
help we can expect from the Bei-
jing government this year? 
ZMA: As for China, it should be 
seen as taking a unique posi-
tion in the last resolution (UNSC 
– 2669) at the UN Security Coun-
cil. It is crucial to understand and 
sympathize the suffering of the 
neighbors, Myanmar people and 
Myanmar’s political situation. We 

hope that China will also be able 
to accept that the people’s pow-
er needs to be returned to the 
hands of the people.

MM: Since most of our readers 
are from abroad, we are often 
asked how our supporters (indi-
viduals) from foreign countries 
can help Myanmar. How can 
they help us in your opinion?
ZMA: As individuals, I think there 
are two ways they can help our 
revolution and the people of 
Myanmar. Firstly, they can help 
by writing and calling on their 
governments and parliaments 
in respective (democratic) coun-
tries, organizing and mobilizing 
public rallies, getting local news 
media to cover Myanmar, and 
talk about the situations inside 
Myanmar. Secondly, I would re-
quest them to contribute to the 
revolutionary fundraising, to help 
in fundraising activities, or to car-
ry out social punishment against 
officials from Myanmar embas-
sies who are loyal to the military 
junta.

MM: The public, both inside and 
outside of Myanmar has shown 
support for the NUG throughout, 
but at the same time, the expec-
tation they put on the NUG is ex-
tremely high. What do you want 
to say, as an NUG minister, to the 
citizens who struggle to remain 

Navigating Myanmar’s Place on the World Stage: 
Catching Up with the NUG’s Foreign Minister
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resilient in this situation? 
ZMA: The fact that the public 
has high expectations shows the 
possibility of success of this revo-
lution. Our people have endured 
resiliently in a very difficult and 
harsh situation for two years and 
they have proved their resilience. 

Thanks to these people who are 
full of bravery and courage, the 
NUG has been able to carry on 
the revolutionary mission until 
now. Therefore, it is essential for 
the people never to underes-
timate their role and strength. 
The capital sacrificed in this rev-

olution is the proof of how much 
freedom, justice and democracy 
are worth. I would like to encour-
age the public to look forward to 
the new nation we will be build-
ing together – like a jewel of im-
measurable worth, for all of us 
and stay strong!
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People’s Voices: Boycott the 2023 Election!
On Myanmar’s 75th Indepen-
dence Day which fell on January 
4, 2023, Min Aung Hlaing, com-
mander-in-chief of the murder-
ous Myanmar military regime, 
vowed to hold a “free and fair 
election” in line with the 2008 
Constitution this year. He then 
again promised that he will hand 
over the state duties to the win-
ning party in accordance with 
the democratic standards. This 
sounds too familiar to us when he 
said the exact same thing just af-
ter he casted his ballot in the 2020 
General Election in Naypyidaw. 
For the 2023 Election, he urged 
people and the international 
community to support his gran-
diose election plan and to back 
the truly democratic “the gen-
uine and discipline-flourishing 
multiparty democratic system”, 
while criticizing the previous 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD)’s first-past-the-post rep-
resentation system. Though a 
few observers speculate that this 
might be the junta’s “exit strate-
gy”, many have claimed that the 
junta has no intention to leave 
politics nor to achieve peace. In 
any case, the election held by the 
State Administration Council will 
be the most violent in history as 
the junta keeps on butchering 
the civilians on a day-to-day ba-
sis. 

Flashback to pre-coup Myanmar, 
the 2020 General Election de-
livered another decisive win for 
Aung San Suu Kyi-led NLD par-
ty as the ruling party for anoth-
er five years, but the military al-
leged a huge electoral fraud. The 
NLD won 920 of the 1,117 seats 
while the military-backed oppo-
sition party, the Union Solidarity 
and Development Party (USDP) 
and other political parties suf-
fered major defeat. This led to the 
USDP claiming electoral fraud 

including vote-buying and called 
for the fresh election in coordi-
nation with the military. Several 
independent election observers 
at that time including the Asian 
Network for Free Elections said 
the outcome of the votes was “by 
and large, representative of the 
will of the people of Myanmar.” 
However, the Min Aung Hlaing-
led military staged a coup two 
months after the election, justi-
fying its February 2021 coup by 
alleging massive voter fraud, but 
provided no evidence while col-
luding with self-serving political 
parties that suffered major de-
feat. 

Many pro-democracy civilians 
are aware of Min Aung Hlaing’s 
obsession with presidency, and 
the upcoming sham election was 
only to fulfill this lifelong dream 
of becoming a ruler. People are 
determined not to give in by boy-
cotting the election entirely. But 
this story was different two years 
ago. In November 2020, a 31-year-
old engineer, Kyaw, a longtime 
resident in Japan took a leave 
from his work and traveled to To-
kyo from Nagano to cast his bal-
lot. Kyaw’s situation was similar 
to many Burmese people living 
abroad at that time to make such 
an effort to cast their ballots. In 
fact, some 6,000 Burmese people 
living in Japan had turned out to 
cast their early votes. For many 
people, it was their first time vot-
ing under civilian rule. It was also 
Kyaw’s first time having voted at 
the election in 2020 since he did 
not choose to vote at the 2015 
election organized under Thein 
Sein’s government. He voted be-
cause it is the duty of the citizen, 
but now, he said he refuses the le-
gitimacy of the upcoming sham 
election under military rule. 

A CDM university student, Su, 

who had previously attended the 
Yangon University, echoes the 
same sentiment as she has no 
faith in the junta’s sham election 
that is far from free and fair. How-
ever, in 2020, she exercised her 
right to vote by casting her first 
ballot in her life as she believed 
that even a single vote could 
change the future of the coun-
try. When All Burma Federations 
of Student Unions (ABFSU) was 
campaigning for the “No-Vote 
Campaign” at that time, she felt 
it was unnecessary and wasteful 
of people’s right to vote because 
people can simply choose a can-
didate they most likely agree 
with in an election. However, she 
said she can sympathize with the 
campaign more now since she 
doesn’t feel like voting in an elec-
tion that she doesn’t believe in, 
and that by itself, is a stance and 
a right, said 24-year-old Su. 

Amidst the pandemic, Myanmar 
people, who had lived through 
the successive military regimes, 
had made their choices in the 
2020 Election. It was Min Aung 
Hlaing who disrespected the will 
of millions of Myanmar people, 
and now attempted to legitimize 
his lust for power with a new 
election which is simply a sham. 
Whatever the reason behind 
people’s votes in 2020, it is cer-
tain, this time, that the public is 
determined to reject any sign of 
legitimacy that the junta is push-
ing to realize it, that is, by boycot-
ting its election.
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February 1, 2023, marks two years 
that Myanmar people have been 
enduring life under the military 
regime. As the country enters the 
third year of the military coup, 
reporting on the coup has also 
become increasingly challenging 
for local reporters, and Myanmar 
is no longer in the headlines of 
major international news outlets. 

“There is still international atten-
tion on Myanmar, but compared 
to the early days of the coup, 
Myanmar-related news is no lon-
ger grabbing the international 
media’s headlines,” said Naw Bet-
ty Han, a journalist working for 
a local English-language news 
media outlet. She added, “I think 
people are becoming so normal-
ized and desensitized with the 
Myanmar situation. When the 
coup happened in 2021, there 
were new developments hap-
pening almost every day in Myan-
mar. Mass protests against the 
coup. Violent crackdowns on the 
anti-coup protesters. Young peo-
ple took up arms to resist the jun-
ta rule. Widespread clashes hap-
pened across the country. These 
were all new developments, but 
now these have sadly become a 
part of our daily lives.”

“In terms of Myanmar news not 
grabbing the international me-
dia headlines, my question is 
how much ‘desk space’ are they 
allowing for Myanmar news,” a 
Chiang Mai-based local reporter 
[requests anonymity] raised the 
question.

Amongst all international media 
outlets, Mohinga Matters mon-
itored the coverage of Myanmar 
developments by five major news 
outlets—Reuters, BBC Interna-

tional, The Guardian, Aljazeera, 
and Associated Press between 
2021 and 2022. As a Frontier 
Myanmar journalist said, there 
is still international attention on 
Myanmar. 

For Reuters, most of the Myan-
mar news in 2022 was mostly cov-
erage of international sanctions, 
diplomatic affairs, and scandals 
surrounding military families 
and their businesses. There was 
a few here and there coverage of 
the situations from the ground, 
such as arson attacks by the jun-
ta troops in some villages, but the 
reporting was mostly more polit-
ical-focused. 

Compared to Reuters, BBC In-
ternational significantly has less 
coverage of Myanmar. Within 
2022, there were only three to 
four news stories per month, and 
the coverage was sporadic and 
political-focused, focusing only 
on the biggest news of the en-
tire month. However, there were 
a few feature stories highlighting 
the plight of the people. On Jan-
uary 28, 2022, BBC featured an 
interview with the Catholic nun 
from Kachin State who became 
one of the prominent figures of 
the revolution when the image of 
the nun kneeling in front of the 
soldiers during a crackdown in 
the early days to plead with junta 
soldiers not to harm the protes-
tors. 

The Guardian, on the other hand, 
did long-form coverage, featur-
ing in-depth articles, interviews 
with the people on the front-
line, and on increasing airstrikes 
across the country. Out of all of 
the international media that we 
monitored; Guardian is the only 

news outlet that published an 
article on December 29 detailing 
the junta’s involvement in the 
deaths of more than 160 children 
in 2022. 

For Aljazeera, the coverage was 
very well-rounded. They covered 
everything from politics, and 
international developments to 
other aspects of the coup, such 
as publishing long-form investi-
gations on doxing, landmine vic-
tims, and Rohingya plights. Out 
of the five international media 
outlets, Aljazeera had the most 
coverage on Myanmar and they 
ensured coverage of the crack-
down on journalists, ethnic con-
flicts after the coup, UN develop-
ments, and women’s struggles in 
2022.

Associated Press coverage of 
Myanmar in 2022 has been disap-
pointing. During the first year of 
the coup, the AP team did investi-
gations into underground clinics, 
tortures and atrocities occurring 
in the detention centers, and the 
mass arrest of young boys by the 
junta forces. In 2022, AP covered 
exclusively international develop-
ments and how the international 
community is responding to the 
atrocities happening in the coun-
try.

Reporting on the Coup: 
Two Years In
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Challenges of the Local Report-
ers

During 2022, violence across 
the country continues to over-
whelm communities within the 
country, with junta soldiers and 
forces launching offensive and 
defensive attacks against armed 
resistance forces, ethnic armed 
groups as well as civilians. With 
multiplying fighting, there are 
more incidents to report on, and 
the question of which incidents, 
which casualties, and which hu-
manitarian crisis should be high-
lighted and singled out becomes 
a dilemma that most reporters 
and news outlets have to deal 
with on a daily basis as there is 
the violence happening every 
day, everywhere. 

“After the coup, our reporting 
work becomes harder year after 
year,” said a local reporter based 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, who re-
quested anonymity. “There are 
thousands of Myanmar journal-
ists, but only a handful of the 
journalists can operate on the 
ground to get the news out, and 
it is a lot of pressure on them,” he 
added. Within two years, about 
130 journalists have been arrested 
and jailed, and 72 are still being 
held in detention, according to 
the latest figures from Reporters 
Without Borders. The crackdown 
on journalists saw four Myanmar 
journalists killed since February 1, 
2021. 

“I left the country at the end of 
2021, and it is infinitely harder for 

us journalists to talk to our sourc-
es and follow the news,” Naw 
Betty Han said. “Before leaving, it 
was much easier to reach out to 
sources in Kachin State and Man-
dalay Region even though I was 
based in Yangon. Everything was 
just a phone call away, and any 
developments happening across 
the country, I am on top of them,” 
she added. 

Despite the crackdown, there are 
a few reporters who continued 
to report on the developments 
happening in the country while 
trying their best to stay off the 
junta’s radar. 

A 30-year-old local reporter with 
a decade of experience working 
as a journalist said, “I think all of 
the local news outlets continue 
to report as much as possible on 
almost all incidents happening in 
Myanmar right now.” The journal-
ist requested anonymity in fear of 
retribution as he is still operating 
inside the country. 

According to him, ongoing vio-
lence in 2022 saw more civilian 
casualties and the rate of civilians 
being collateral damages in the 
fighting between the junta forces 
and the opposition rose. So natu-
rally, he said that most reporters 
went back to focusing on how 
many civilians are being killed, 
injured, and affected by these 
nationwide fights rather than 
who won and lost in the fighting 
or how many junta soldiers and 
PDF members are being killed. 

“For example, the news about a 
village being raided by junta sol-
diers -- we would put the head-
line on how many residents had 
to flee and abandon their homes 
and how their lives are heavily af-
fected,” he said. If he is reporting 
on a raid with causality, he said, 
“Let’s say there are six People’s 
Defense Force [PDF] members 
and one child who were killed 
during the incident, I would put 
the death of a child or civilians as 
the headline rather than the six 
PDF members whose lives were 
also taken during the incident.”

When asked about whether it’s 
harder to highlight or single out 
a story in this violence-filled time, 
he disagreed that civilian casu-
alties, especially when it comes 
to children, are being underre-
ported. “Whether we are talking 
about local news outlets or the 
Myanmar section of the interna-
tional outlets, I don’t agree that 
news [about instability and vio-
lence toward the women, chil-
dren, and the elders] are less cov-
ered,” he said.

Stakeholders’ Role in Shining 
Spotlight on Myanmar Crisis
As discovered above, only two out 
of five news outlets that Mohin-
ga Matters monitored covered 
news on vulnerable populations. 
This issue was also highlighted in 
an article written by a freelance 
journalist, Mratt Kyaw Thu on No-
vember 25, 2022.

Mratt gave an example of inci-
dents that happened in Novem-
ber in which the death of two 
young children went underre-
ported by the media outlets. On 
November 16, a 6-year-old child 
from Rakhine State’s Maungdaw 
Township was killed by heavy ar-
tillery and in another incident 
on November 24, a 7-year-old 
boy who was tending cattle was 
killed when Mong Hla village in 

“There is still international attention on 
Myanmar, but compared to the early days 
of the coup, Myanmar-related news is no 
longer grabbing the international media’s 
headlines”
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Maungdaw was torched and at-
tacked by a junta’s air strike. 

Mratt wrote that both incidents 
were reported by the local news 
but there was no coverage as 
headline news in an international 
media outlet. He compared these 
two incidents to the international 
coverage of two Syrian children 
who were collateral damages of 
the conflicts in 2015 and 2016. 

He said, “It is no longer an unusu-
al event for people in Myanmar 
since people are dying every day. 
But the issue of children dying 
in the most violent way is some-
thing that should be covered by 
the international press.” 
His solution for this is that the me-

dia outreach team under the Na-
tional Unity Government, which 
is responsible for media outreach 
and lobbying, should pay close 
attention. “They can’t just rely on 
the media outlets and say this is 
news, so it’s the job of the media 
to report on these. They need to 
be at the forefront of these cov-
erages and spread public aware-
ness to ensure that a spotlight 
is shone on this internationally,” 
said Mratt. 

International media outlets failed 
to continue putting a spotlight 
on the struggles of women and 
children, which ramped up even 
more now. But on the other 
hand, the whole country is burn-
ing right now, so we have news 

about villages burning down, 
junta soldiers or PDF members 
being killed, as well as the cover-
age of kids dying as a result of the 
conflicts and violence committed 
by the junta soldiers. 

Sometimes, the coverage didn’t 
get widespread recognition due 
to every possible atrocity occur-
ring in Myanmar right now. But 
this shouldn’t be normalized. The 
world shouldn’t forget that peo-
ple across Myanmar, especially 
women, and children, continued 
to live in fear under the military 
regime, and this revolution is not 
a lost cause. People have yet to 
give up, and the world shouldn’t 
give up on Myanmar.
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CDM: A Great Pillar of the 
Spring Revolution

On February 1st of 2021 when 
Myanmar witnessed a coup 
d’état by the junta chief Min Aung 
Hlaing, everyone was stunned, 
including parliamentarians who 
had gathered in Naypyidaw to 
commence their new parliament 
session, and members of the 
leading political party National 
League of Democracy (NLD). The 
public kept their eyes and ears 
open for any sign of protest or 
resistance against the new coup, 
yet nothing happened on the first 
day. On February 2, healthcare 
workers from Mandalay 300 Bed 
Hospital, led by assistant doctors, 
denounced the military coup and 
refused to work under the new 
army administration. The sound 
of banging pots and pans roared 
at 8 pm in the streets of Myanmar 

every night to get rid of the evils 
in green uniforms. Despite know-
ing all too well about the violence 
that the military could afford, 
the public showed their defi-
ance against the coup from their 
houses every night. On February 
4, around 20 people gathered in 
front of the Mandalay Medical 
University and staged a protest 
against the military, and ignited 
nationwide protests and the Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM). 
In retrospect, it is fair to make a 
point that Myanmar’s anti-mili-
tary regime movement was born 
from those healthcare workers 
who rejected the military admin-
istration, and here we are, two 
years after the coup. 

One must ask how to define 

CDM and who the CDMers (the 
commonly used abbreviation) 
are. Surely, the Civil Disobedience 
Movement is a broad movement 
where millions of citizens reject-
ed military rule in any non-violent 
way. The movement was initially 
derived from civil and public ser-
vants who refused to work under 
the newly installed military gov-
ernment and its departments, 
but later expanded to the citizens 
who refused to comply with the 
regime’s administration in any 
capacity such as refusing to pay 
the electricity bill. Civil and public 
servants include doctors, nurses, 
basic education and higher edu-
cation teachers, municipal clerks, 
bank employees, railway workers, 
police forces, soldiers and many 
more. Students of all ages in ba-
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sic education and university lev-
els boycotted the military’s edu-
cation system by refusing to go 
to school. In the early days of the 
coup, the CDM movement was 
extremely strong that the mili-
tary’s administrative mechanism 
was unable to function. Joining 
the CDM means refusing the 
monthly paychecks, risking liveli-
hoods, and giving up the future 
that one had worked all their lives 
for. This is the first of many sac-
rifices people made as CDMers. 
Determined to hold the power by 
any possible means, the putsch-
ists carried out various tactics to 
bring the civil and public servants 
back to work such as pressing le-
gal charges, evicting them from 
government housing, and arrest-
ing them arbitrarily. To avoid the 
regime’s assaults, CDMers fled 
from their homes, parted their 
loved ones, and in some cases, 
lost their lives like Ma Theingi @ 
Anaw who passed away while 
trying to flee from the soldiers. 
Unfortunately, as the revolution 
drags to two years, the lives and 
futures are getting cloudier so 
some CDMers parted their ways, 
and gave in.

For those who continued to defy 
the military regime despite the 
hardship and danger it comes 
with, the civilian-led National 
Unity Government (NUG) has 
acknowledged and appreciated 
their sacrifices while multiple 
fundraisers, whether affiliated 
with the NUG or not, work their 
hardest to support the CDMers 
throughout. On January 20 this 
year, the National Unity Consul-
tative Council (NUCC), the advi-
sory wing consisting of political 
parties, NGOs, CSOs, strike com-
mittees and special observers, 
published the CDM policy for 
public consultation. The 14-page 
document was prepared with 
the aim to acknowledge and 
recognize the sacrifices that the 

CDMers made in this revolution, 
to provide compensation, as well 
as to apply appropriate punish-
ments to those who failed to join 
the CDM, commonly known as 
Non-CDMers. 

For the CDMers, the policy is de-
signed to record the events that 
unfolded during the revolution 
and recognize the sacrifices that 
they made. Among different 
ways of acknowledging the CDM, 
the policy has proposed drop-
ping all the legal charges that the 
CDMers have been facing, bring-
ing justice for human rights viola-
tions against the striking civil and 
public servants, allowing public 
or individual hearings for the hu-
man rights violations, reinstating 
the CDMers to their original po-
sitions at work or giving promo-
tions, re-providing housing and 
other perks, and providing edu-
cation, healthcare and social sup-
ports for the CDMers and their 
families as a part of the compen-
sation program. Other recogni-
tions such as including the CDM 
in the textbook syllabus in the 
future, writing a chapter for CD-
Mers in the new constitution, and 
assigning an official gazetted 
holiday for the CDM movement 
were proposed in the policy. 

On the other hand, the CDM 
policy dedicated a chapter for 
non-CDMers and how to take ac-
tion against them. Regulations 
include identifying non-CDM civ-
il/public servants, investigating 
their activities inclusive of cor-
ruption cases during the coup 
period, and consequently taking 
action against them. Penalties 
on non-CDMers range from pre-
venting any promotions for three 
years, terminating non-CDM civil/
public servants who hold depu-
ty director and higher from their 
positions and blacklisting them, 
and prohibiting them from over-
seas travel. Military servants who 

were transferred to administra-
tive departments by the military 
council will be considered as 
non-CDMers as well. Any promo-
tion given by the military council 
during the period of the illegal 
coup will be discarded. The same 
goes for any local examination 
held by the military regime as 
well. However, if non-CDMers 
were able to provide any proof of 
their support towards the pro-de-
mocracy forces in any way and 
would like to resume their jobs as 
civil/public servants, reconsider-
ations will be made case by case. 

There is no doubt that many peo-
ple acknowledge and respect the 
role CDMers play in this revolu-
tion. However, some raised their 
concerns over the policy against 
non-CDM students. The NUCC’s 
policy clearly stated that all exam-
inations held under the military 
administration will be abolished 
with no excuse. Human rights 
activist Moe Thway argued that 
not all students have the luxury 

“I don’t have the 
heart to blame 
these parents be-
cause different par-
ents have different 
levels of knowledge, 
understanding, and 
resources that they 
can afford. Some 
parents simply 
don’t know what 
to do for their kids’ 
education so they 
send their children 
to school, not be-
cause they support 
the military”

https://mohingamatters.com/2022/11/09/silent-murders-of-the-regime/
https://mohingamatters.com/2022/11/09/silent-murders-of-the-regime/
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to boycott public education and 
join alternative online education 
programs provided by the NUG’s 
Ministry of Education since many 
families can be short of resourc-
es such as computers and access 
to the internet. He wrote on his 
Facebook, “Every child has the 
right to education, and it is not 
the job of the revolutionary gov-
ernment to take action against 
non-CDM students”.  

A CDM teacher who remains in 
hiding for her safety also echoed 
Moe Thway’s view on access to 
the internet and alternative edu-
cation for some students. While 
Daw Htoo Sann (alias for her 
safety) appreciated parents who 
chose not to send their children 
to school in the academic year of 
2021-2022, she could not blame 
those who send their children to 
school in the next academic year. 
She said, “I don’t have the heart 
to blame these parents because 
different parents have different 
levels of knowledge, understand-
ing, and resources that they can 
afford. Some parents simply don’t 
know what to do for their kids’ 
education so they send their 
children to school, not because 
they support the military”. As an 
alternative for these parents and 
students, she suggested that the 
NUG’s education system should 
be promoted more widely, and ar-
ranged to be more accessible for 
students from every background. 

However, for students from high-
er education such as university or 
college students, Daw Htoo Sann 
thought that it would be unfair 
to see non-CDM students con-
tinuing their lives as they were 
such as going to school and hav-
ing fun while other young people 
gave up their lives or their futures 
in this revolution. 

It’s not unusual to see public dis-
course taking place in our social 
media, voicing different opin-
ions on each matter. Activist Moe 
Thway reminded that as the rev-
olution is at a critical time, it is 
important for the leadership to 
not push those who cannot join 
the revolution for various reasons 
to the military’s side such as po-
licing through regulations and 
legislation. On the other hand, 
Daw Htoo Sann, like several oth-
er netizens who commented 
on the NUCC’s policy document 
on Facebook, still feels bitter to-
wards non-CDMers who caused 
trouble for their CDM colleagues 
who chose to side with the peo-
ple, not with the power holders.

In 1849, American philosopher 
Henry David Thoreau wrote an 
essay titled “Civil Disobedience” 
in which he lengthily discussed 
the State’s control and penalties 
over civil disobedience instances. 
In his essay, Thoreau emphasized 
that an individual’s conscience 
should be prioritized rather than 

state-controlled penalties in the 
case of civil disobedience. Think-
ing through Thoreau’s logic, 
how would one’s conscience be 
formed when one saw thousands 
of innocent people, including 
children, have been killed under 
Min Aung Hlaing’s regime?

In the last week of January, a new 
express train service from Yan-
gon-Bagan was announced by 
the military authorities, as if the 
country was peaceful and pros-
perous under its control. Don’t 
we remember the railway work-
ers who were evicted from their 
homes because they refused to 
go to work? Packed their lives 
in cardboard boxes and gunny 
sacks, we saw the pride on their 
faces as they carried their be-
loved pets in their arms. It’s only 
been two years. Have we forgot-
ten about them? At the end of 
the day, people make their own 
choices and right so, the freedom 
for everyone to make such choic-
es must be protected at all costs. 
That being said, certain decisions 
do come with repercussions at 
least in moral terms. Even if an 
elected government does not 
charge non-CDMers with treason 
one day, one must live with the 
thoughts for the rest of their lives 
questioning where they once 
stood when the truth mattered 
the most.

We write weekly todocument the 

coup, to share our experience, and 

to contemplate.

The daily entries can be read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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The Future of Buddhism 
beyond the Revolution

Religions play a major role in 
Myanmar’s history, especial-
ly Buddhism. Buddhist monks 
have been involved with political 
movements since the colonial 
eras. The most notable event led 
by the Sanga (monks) in recent 
years took place in 2007, when 
they led the Saffron Revolution. 
Many monks died, were arrested 
and tortured fighting for democ-
racy in Myanmar. It remains the 
same in the Spring Revolution as 
we come across the news about 
monks leading rallies and sup-
porting the resistance in many 
ways. However, some prominent 
monks who were once wor-
shipped and respected by the 
major population in the country 
have chosen to either neglect 
the military’s atrocities or plainly 
side with its leaders. Youths have 
questioned and called out those 
monks, vowing the victory at the 
end of the revolution will get rid 
of the military dictators and  the 
stereotypical faiths including 
those religious monks. Curious 
on what the religious side thinks 
about it, we spoke to Ven Za-
wana, a former prisoner of con-
science who now resides in New 
York, fighting yet another battle 
for the people of Myanmar. 

MM: Please tell us about your 
involvement in the resistance 
movements under the previ-
ous regimes. 
Ven: I have become involved with 
the political movement since 
1988. I led some rallies in my area. 
After the military committed the 
coup, I had to hide somewhere 
for a few months to escape an 
arrest. I came back to Yangon in 
July 1989, becoming an abbot in a 
monastery in Shwepyithar Town-
ship. Since I was the head of the 
monastery, I had more freedom 
in helping the politicians who 
found a safe haven in my facility 

where they hung out there fre-
quently. In 1990, the prominent 
monks in Yangon were arrested 
by the military for leading politi-
cal movements. I was in the back 
seat of the activism at that time 
hence I did not face detention. 
One day in 1993, military soldiers 
came to my monastery, asking 
questions about the students 
who had spent a few nights in 
the guest room. They found and 
seized documents, and tapes that 
contained political content in the 
room the young men had stayed 
in. I was also taken into custody. 
I confessed that those students 
had spent time frequently in 
my monastery, and I had treated 
them like regular guests. Hence 
I was charged with multiple vio-
lations of laws that were put on 
those students. In November 
1993, I was sentenced to lifetime 
imprisonment and nine years on 
top of that. I spent ten months 
in Insein Prison, later I was trans-
ferred to Tharrawaddy Prison 
(Bago Region) where I did five 
more years, before being trans-
ferred again to serve ten more 
years in Taungoo Prison (Bago 
Region). I got released from the 
Taungoo facility on18 September, 
2009 after being locked in for 16 
years and a month. Even after the 
release, I did not have the liberty 
to move freely since intelligence 
officers were following me and 
harassing people I communicat-
ed with. I had wished inside the 
jail that I could visit areas around 
the Bago Region after my re-
lease but I realized my time was 
running out with military people 
tailing me all day. I left for Mae-
sot, the border of Thai-Myanmar 
before eventually heading to the 
US. I was granted asylum status 
and have been living in New York 
for ten years now.    

MM: What are your current con-

tributions to the Spring Revolu-
tion?
Ven: Even before the Spring Rev-
olution, I took notice of the mili-
tary’s attempts to stir religious 
disputes by causing chaos in 
Rakhine State in 2012 (The 2012 
Rakhine State riots were a series 
of conflicts primarily between 
ethnic Rakhine Buddhists and 
Rohingya Muslims in northern 
Rakhine State, Myanmar, though 
by October Muslims of all ethnic-
ities had begun to be targeted.) 
followed by the establishment of 
Ma Ba Tha - Association for the 
Protection of Race and Religion 
before 2015. I published books 
and shared articles online that 
highlighted the extreme beliefs 
and acts of Ma Ba Tha. When the 
coup took place in 2021, I orga-
nized the online Sanga (Monk) 
Network with the intention to 
remind people about Dham-
ma (morality) and Ahdhamma 
(immorality). The page now has 
10,000 followers on Facebook, 
and like-minded monks from 
all over the world join in to give 
sermons to people and support 
the resistance on a regular ba-
sis. In addition, I toured the USA 
with my followers in 2021, visiting 
20 cities in 11 states lobbying for 
the Burma Act, organizing rallies 
in support of the National Unity 
Government (NUG), and collect-
ing and handing over donations 
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to the NUG officials. To this day, I 
am quite active in this resistance, 
from calling for the United States 
government to transfer USD 1 Bil-
lion to the NUG, to pooling funds 
for people in Civil Disobedience 
Movement (CDM) and the Peo-
ple’s Defense Forces (PDF).   

MM: Many; especially youths, 
have criticized prominent 
monks such as Sitagu Sayadaw 
for turning a blind eye to the 
atrocities of the coup leaders 
and not having the best inter-
ests of the public at heart. And 
hence they have called for the 
end of such exploitation of re-
ligion or religious-dominant 
culture along with the dictator-
ship, please let us know your 
thoughts on it.
Ven: Look, one of the core values 
of Buddhism is the peace and 
prosperity of the entire society. If 
you practice Buddhism, which is 
the symbol of love, and you turn 
a blind eye to the injustice, that 
means you are doing the exact 
opposite of what you preach. 
When that happens, whatever 
sermons you give on the topics 
of peace, love or caringness, they 
are just plain words coming out 
of your lips, you don’t convince 
people anymore. Youths see 
through that. In my private opin-
ion, I believe the perception of 
youths on a religion has changed 
in a positive way compared with 
the past decades. New educa-
tion system during a brief period 
has contributed to that effect. 
During the previous regimes, our 
education system was basically a 
brain-washing scheme. Younger 
generations have dared to ques-
tion the status quo, no longer 
taking the old road that used to 
lead people to believe whatever 
the monks preached.     

MM: Are you satisfied with the 
extent of the Buddhist monks’ 
participation/contributions in 
this resistance?

Ven: Not at all. As I was saying 
earlier, the education system for 
the people changed in a positive 
way recently but monastic edu-
cation has remained the same. 
I know a monk who has done 
very well in academics but he still 
believes the lie that the country 
will be converted into an Islamic 
state if the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), which is led 
by the detained leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi, continues to govern it. 
His students, young and bright 
novices, are fed the same con-
cept. This fake news has been 
systemically injected by the mil-
itary into the whole country for 
decades, many monks remain 
believing it. Hence, they consider 
pro-resistance people as traitors 
of religion and race. It is down to 
the monastic education system, 
which is not empowering monks 
to think freely. To this day, Sang-
ha Maha Nayaka (the governing 
body of Buddhist monks) does 
not believe it is appropriate to 
teach English to monks, arguing 
that if monks can speak English, 
they will leave the country. How 
pathetic! 

MM: We have also observed that 
many monks are actively partic-
ipating in the movement, back-
ing operations of the PDF mem-
bers in some cases, while we are 
grateful for such support, do you 
think it’s against the religious 
practices?
Ven: For myself, I don’t believe 
I have committed crimes that 
will put my own monasticism 
into question. Yes, I am support-
ing PDF but the most I can do 
is provide USD 20 for each rang-
er in a limited quantity, which is 
barely sufficient to get food and 
warmth for them. I am not buy-
ing weapons or urging them to 
kill so I have a clear conscience 
on that and I will keep doing the 
same. As for others, I simply see it 
like this: whoever is making an ef-
fort to end the military’s dictator-

ship is a hero to me, whether it’s 
a person or a monk. The country 
will not be peaceful and prosper-
ous as long as these generals are 
at the helm. The sooner they are 
gone, the earlier Myanmar bene-
fits. Hence, every single one who 
works toward toppling the coup 
leaders is doing a righteous deed. 
No judgment there whatsoever. 

MM: Buddhism has a significant 
impact on the country. What 
kind of role do you wish for Bud-
dhism to have in modern Myan-
mar (beyond the Spring Revolu-
tion)?
Ven: Every religion will contin-
ue to have a significant place in 
Myanmar. The Spring Revolution 
has highlighted the good and 
the evil vividly, not just among 
people, but also among religious 
leaders. Post-revolution, faith 
will be restored based on actu-
al events and beliefs, instead of 
brainwashing conspiracies and 
make-believe stories. That day 
will be beautiful when it eventu-
ally comes. 

We write weekly to

document the coup, to

share our experience,

and to contemplate.

The daily entries can be

read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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