


February 1st has become a painful
reminder for every Myanmar national
since Min Aung Hlaing stole our lives
and future. With that, the planned
Silent Strike took place successfully
and symbolically. Yangon, which
seems to be complying with the
regime’s normalization agenda, once
again showed its rejection of the
military with its empty streets. As the
empty streets all over the country
threatened the regime’s authority
hanging by a thread, its lackeys
arrested people who showed support
for the Silent Strike even on social
media.

Two years after the failed coup, the
military, headed by the incompetent
Min Aung Hlaing, extended the State
of Emergency under the 2008
Constitution by staging the National
Defense and Security Council (NDSC)
meeting with its puppets which
included former vice president Myint
Swe. Min Aung Hlaing did a
presentation on how 198 out of 330
townships in the country were out of
the military’s control, and with such
“instability”, he concluded that an
election could not be held, and thus,
requested an extension for the state of
emergency. While the junta chief
bemoaned that the so-called
“terrorists” (i.e. resistance fighters)
caused instability across the country,
the enactment of the rights to bear
arms law by his military council this
month was only meant to fuel more
violence. The military-administered
Ministry of Home Affairs received more
than hundreds of applications for
licenses and permits to bear different
kinds of small guns, rifles, pistols, and
submachine guns within one week of
the announcement. The regime also
reshuffled its cabinet and council
members; notably, it removed two
former democratic politicians turned
military aides. It then imposed martial
law in 37 townships and intensified
attacks in these areas. 

Speaking of the new moves, the
regime-administered Union Election 

February Recap
Commission introduces the new
electronic voting system which
digitizes the voters’ list, household
registration list and personal
information. While this e-system raises
security concerns for people who plan
to boycott the election, observers also
question the reliability of the new
system if the technical aspects are
adapted from the military’s technology
which can be already rigged. Despite
the public’s boycott of the 2023
election, 13 political parties have
registered to participate in the sham
election so far. 

On the war front, the resistance forces
in the Homalin Township of Sagaing
Region reportedly shot down a military
chopper for the first time ever. The
news motivated Myanmar people to
continue their contribution towards
fundraising campaigns for the PDFs.
As usual, the resistance forces continue
to gain strongholds in Chin, Karenni
(Kayah), Karen states, Magway, and
Sagaing regions. This comes with a
price since the regime used excessive
forces and tactics to retaliate, for
instance, torching entire villages in
Sagaing Region, destroying schools
with airstrikes in Karen State, and
blocking aid items in Karenni State. 

On the international front, the civilian-
elected National Unity Government
(NUG) opened its representative office
in Washington D.C. where a US under-
secretary was in attendance. The
NUG’s foreign minister Daw Zin Mar
Aung traveled to the UK and the US to
attract more international recognition
and aid. Soon after, the Chinese Special
Envoy to Myanmar Deng Xijun
reportedly visited Mong La, the China-
Myanmar border area, and held
separate meetings with ethnic armed
groups based in the area. Analysts
pointed out that Deng’s visit took place
after the NUG’s new office opening in
D.C., and suggested the growing
tension between China and US over
our tiny nation.  

In response to the second anniversary 

of the coup, the UK, US, and EU all
imposed new rounds of sanctions
which include more military generals,
military-owned enterprises, and
private businesses affiliated with the
regime.
While we appreciate the Western
sanctions, their effectiveness is
questionable as Myanmar Now’s latest
exposé revealed that the military now
uses newly-registered afflicted
companies to channel its funds.
Despite the activists’ outcry and
international sanctions, the military
finds loopholes to continue earning
foreign currencies. 

Following its old sly tactic, the regime
continues to polarize the pro-
democracy forces. In late February,
former President U Htin Kyaw was
seen receiving honorary awards from
the military on behalf of his late father,
and father-in-law. In the same week,
Yangon’s Chief Minister U Phyo Min
Thein was fined MMK 100,000 for
“influencing and abusing the electoral
power” while President U Win Myint
and State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, who were both charged with
the same law, received prison terms.
The netizens shared their thoughts
and discussed at length on these
events. Yet, even Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi knows that the young generation
of revolutionists is not easy to be fooled.
She encouraged NLD members and
leaders to “collaborate constructively”
with young revolutionists in the anti-
regime resistance movement through
an ousted parliamentarian she met at
one of the court hearings. And she’s
right. From non-violent protests to
armed resistance, it cannot be denied
that young people have taken a lead in
this revolution. The strength, resilience,
bravery, and creativity of the new blood
will bring our nation to a new dawn.
Now we march into March.
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2023 February
TimelineFebruary 1, 2023

February 2, 2023
The regime imposed Martial Law in 37 townships
across eight states and regions.

The planned Silent Strike was held across the country
where streets remained empty all day as residents
stayed indoors.
The regime extended the state of emergency period. 

February 3, 2023
Chevron announced that it will sell shares from
Mottama gulf petroleum to Canada-based MTI Energy. February 4, 2023

NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung met with
supporters from the UK at Westminster University, and
about 250 supporters joined the event. 

February 6, 2023
The regime’s peace committee sent a letter to the
Karen National Union (KNU) to control and discipline
armed groups under its supervision. 

February 8, 2023
A coalition of resistance forces led by the Chin National
Front (CNF) mounted an offensive on the regime’s
police station in Thantlang Town, Chin State, gaining
95% control over Thantlang Town. 
Factories that manufacture weapons known as
KaPaSa and run by the junta’s Directorate of Defence
Industries (DDI) located in the Magway Region were
targeted by local resistance forces at midnight.

February 9, 2023
On the second anniversary of the Monywa People’s
Strike, the Three Brotherhood Alliance, which consisted
of the Arakan Army (AA), Kokang’s Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), and Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA), sent a message
recognizing and appreciating the Monywa public for
showing their defiance in non-violent ways. February 10, 2023

President Biden’s declaration of national emergency
over the Myanmar military coup has been extended
one more year.

February 11, 2023
Four out of 91 existing political parties have registered to
enter the 2023 Election, namely, the Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP), Federal Democratic
Party, Union Democracy Party and Myanmar Public
Democratic Party.

February 13, 2023
The NUG opened its office in Washington D.C., United
States. The opening ceremony was attended by the
NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung, Myanmar
Ambassador to the UN U Kyaw Moe Tun, and Ms Uzra
Zeya, the Under Secretary of the US.

February 14, 2023
Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at
a parliament session that there has been no sale of
defence equipment to Myanmar in response to SAC-
M’s report which said that Singapore has been an
intermediary state to transport raw materials for the
Myanmar military to produce weapons. 

February 15, 2023
Former chairman of Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC)
Dr Hkalan Sansoon was additionally charged with the
terrorism act 52(a) by State Administration Council. 

February 16, 2023
The Ministry of Home Affairs in Naypyidaw received
hundreds of applications for arms within days after the
enactment of the law following the regime’s rights to
bear arms law enactment. 
US Embassy in Yangon announced that it will further
provide a new USD 50 million in funding for Myanmar
due to the increase in displacements, armed conflicts,
and food crises.

February 17, 2023
The UN’s World Food Program announced that
starting March 1, it will cut back its assistance for all
Rohingya living in the camps in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh for the first time in six years. 

February 18, 2023
The NUG’s Minister for Planning, Finance & Investment
U Tin Tun Naing spoke to Myanmar Now that policies
have been drafted to reimburse salaries for CDM staff in
the future and to protect informers from the military. 

February 20, 2023
EU announced its sixth round of sanctions on Myanmar
military generals and businessmen who assist in the
regime’s arms trades. 
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February 21, 2023
Chinese special envoy Deng Xijun visited the Mong La
area and met with leaders of the Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO) according to Irrawaddy’s report. The
envoy also met separately with delegates of the United
Wa State Army (UWSA), the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA), the National Democratic Alliance Army
(NDAA), the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), the
Arakan Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA).

February 22, 2023
The military council imposed Martial Law in Shwebo,
Wetlet, and Ayadaw townships in Sagaing Region
where the resistance forces have a stronghold. Since
the announcement, the military has intensified attacks
in these townships.

February 23, 2023
A total of 68 Karen societies across the globe issued an
open letter to the General Secretary of the Karen
National Union (KNU) and demanded to change the
members of the central executive committee for failing
to take action against one CEC member who was
involved in China-backed new city project where
underground businesses thrive. 

February 24, 2023
The Myanmar Passport Issuing Office announced that
passport applications could be made through a new
online booking system starting from February 24 and
there were reportedly over 8,500 applicants on the first
day. Hence, the office suspended the booking for a day
to fix its system.

February 25, 2023
Mizzima News reported that Dr Noeleen Heyzer, the
UN special envoy on Myanmar, met with OIC to discuss
Rohingya issues at its headquarters and proposed to
further improve the livelihood situation and provide
accessibility for education for Rohingya refugees in the
long-term approach. 

February 26, 2023

The regime-assembled Union Election Commission
announced that 13 political parties have registered to
enter the 2023 election. 
KNU held its convention online after having postponed
it for nearly two years. Representatives from Brigade 5
(Papun District), where Deputy C-in-C General Baw
Gyaw He is based,  were absent.
AA said that the regime's plan for the repatriation of
Rohingyas from the Bangladesh side could be
politically motivated especially when the country is not
stable. 

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing travelled to Sittwe and
Kyaukphyu in Rakhine State and held meetings with
Western Commander, soldiers and the Rakhine
business community. 

February 27, 2023

February 28, 2023
88 Generation student leader U Ko Ko Gyi said that
Myanmar’s democratization process backtracked
because of the wrong decisions made by then political
leaders. He also announced that his political party
“People’s Party”, which received criticisms from the
public for failing to join the people’s movement, will
remain as a political party under the regime. 
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The current situation in Myanmar
shows nothing but the failure of Min
Aung Hlaing’s military regime in every
aspect although he hates to admit and
accept it. With its incompetent
leadership in the past two years, the
military regime made several new
steps and initiatives in February. In this
issue, Mohinga Matters talked to Dr
Khin Zaw Win of Tampadipa Institute
to make sense of the military’s fresh
gambits which included the extension
of the state of emergency, reshuffling
of its cabinet and council, and the new
rights to bear arms law.

MM:  On February 1st, the military
council extended the state of
emergency. The 2008 Constitution
only allows for 2 years of a state of
emergency. What does this extension
mean?
DKZW: Min Aung Hlaing wants to
show that he heads a legitimate
government and adheres scrupulously
to the constitution. The emergency
article says ‘normally’ two six-month
extensions can be made, but the
National Defense and Security Council
(NDSC) can permit more. The
attorney-general reportedly said the
extension is constitutional. By resorting
to emergency rule yet again, the junta
hopes to justify the atrocities
committed against all so-called
“terrorists”. At the end of the
emergency period, an election has to
be held but there are ways of getting
around that too.

MM:  At the National Defense and
Security Council meeting, junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing presented that 198
out of 330 townships in the country
are not under the control, and thus, he
reasoned that he needed another six
months of emergency state. What
can we understand about this
number he presented?
DKZW: I see it as a semi-public
admission of loss of control. If one sees
that as a rationale for extending the
emergency rule, it’s a situation that can
go on forever. The Communist
insurrection in Malaya in the 1950s was  

Decoding Min Aung Hlaing’s New Strategies: 

termed an “emergency” rather than a
civil war, partly because the business
sector wanted it so. It is an incongruity
and a farce to declare martial law in
townships you don’t control. Again, it
could justify brutal counter-insurgency
operations. Beyond that, the
townships are scattered across the
country, with 2-3 major concentrations.
The junta ‘reconquering’ those
townships is totally out of the question
now. That’s one reason I was surprised
at MAH’s admission. Perhaps he was
calling for external assistance.

MM:  In the same week, the military
council also reshuffled its council
members and cabinet members. The
case of Pu Gin Kam Lian’s
appointment became the talk of the
town, and he is now removed. U Khin
Maung Swe and U Thein Nyunt, who
were once pro-democracy supporters,
were also removed from the council.
How can we make sense of these
rearrangements?
DKZW: Those civilian council
members are only stage props, and
are included to add a ‘respectable’
veneer. All military juntas in the past
have followed this practice, and there’s
no lack of scabrous individuals waiting
to sign up. There is another advisory
council and members have been
removed from that too. As far as I
know, those people have done
nothing in the past two years, and the
SAC must have been giving vent to its
(general) disappointment.

MM: And in terms of military
personnel, do you recognize any other
notable replacements and how will it
affect the resistance?
DKZW: No, I don’t. You have to realize
that the Myanmar military is built
around uniformity and ‘standing out’ is
not acceptable. This extends to
capabilities too, and what you find are
the same tactics and same prowess.
This has been the case for nearly half a
century and affects the current
fighting. A ‘modern professional’
armed forces losing ground in a brush
war. I don’t expect any advancement, 

neither in the military nor political
capacity.

MM:  The military council enacted a
law for civilians to bear arms this
month. The military has been
providing arms and training to the
Pyu Saw Htee group, but now, the law
extends to the public. What does the
enactment of this law mean to the
public, as well as, the resistance
movement?
DKZW: This is a way of the junta
admitting that it cannot assure
security for its adherents. There could
be a brisk trade in guns and hence
proliferation. There is no shortage of
arms dealers on the borders. But now
there’s going to be legal trade in bulk.
The increase in numbers could even
see prices dropping. Who’s to say
some of these guns won’t end up in
resistance hands? It’s a very risky step
for a regime. It had to bow to the small
arms trade because of its weakness.
Does it think it will be strong enough
again to be able to curtail it at some
point? The circumstances point to a
downward spiral.
 
MM: In the past month, we have seen
that Thai authorities get cozy with the
regime, i.e. chief of Thailand’s Defense
Forces, Chalermphon Srisawasdi was
received by the junta chief himself at a
resort in war-torn Rakhine State in
January. What does this mean for the
resistance movement, those who
remain in liberated areas on the Thai-
Myanmar border, and those who take
refuge on the Thai side of the border?
DKZW: With aid and supplies coming
into the resistance through Thailand,
it’s likely that the junta would have
asked the Thai side to clamp down on
the resistance and dissidents. But what
we are seeing is a very old playbook for
both countries, harking back to the
1950s. I would say that the Thai
elements – civil, military, and business
sectors – have always managed to play
the game better and to benefit
handsomely. This time the stakes are
bigger and more extensive. Even if
they wanted to, a sweeping ‘clean-up’ 

An Interview with a Political Analyst
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is simply not feasible.

MM:  Would you like to add more in
addition to our questions?
DKZW: There is a segment of
international academia working on
the ‘post-political’ – I think it’s fairly new.
Myanmar could be on the cusp of it.
Coming to the here and now, the civil
war and humanitarian aid are largely 

funded out of public pockets.
International aid figures are nowhere
in the picture at all. It’s the steely
resolve of ordinary people that keeps it  
going. The result mid-term is the
lamentation of the junta chief. People
and communities across the country
can ask themselves what they did and
contributed in the past two years. The
future shape and structure of  Myanm-

ar shall conform along those lines.
There is simply no other way. What
people at one remove can do is to help
in midwif-ing this process and make it
less traumatic and painful. We are in
the sad final act of an epic that has run
for 70 years. My feeling is that a better,
fairer, and more durable configuration
shall emerge.
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 Mohinga Matters Seeks Funding

So, the military's reign in Myanmar has
entered into a third year.  As we had
not been brave enough to arm
ourselves and fight back the regime in
a combat, we have put our hearts and
souls into  reporting news, telling
stories and digging up investigations
of the junta's crimes so that the
international community can stay
informed. Since February 2021,  we
have published 365 daily reports, 54
weekly updates, and  24 monthly ma-

gazines including this issue. This
journey would not have been possible
without contribution from our writers,
designers, data analysts, poets and
cartoonists. We have also been blessed
with support from our readers, some of
whom have even gone extra mile to
help raise funds for us. In the early days,
we took great pride in denying such
help and directing them towards
more-needed areas.  This  year, we plan
to run more comprehensive and  data-

driven reports,  redesign our website
and explore various storytelling
formats including a podcast program.
Hence, we are looking for fundings in
accomplishing those goals. If you are
willing to help us fight the dictatorship
and the regime's propaganda, please
reach out to us. 

-mohingamatters@gmail.com

Photo taken in May 2021 when a friend of Mohinga Matters displayed our daily freedom memoirs in an art gallery in Austria.



 Watermelons or Friends Inside The Regime
In May 2022, a draft opinion of the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn a historic
law that legalized abortion was leaked.
The whole episode caused the US
justice system public embarrassment
for the content itself and the fashion of
how classified information was leaked.
An investigation was launched into the
100-staff team. Although it failed to
uncover the culprit, a point was made
that whoever had leaked the
information is considered a bad actor
by the justice system regardless of the
intention of the leak and the
appreciation that the public showed
towards knowing the information in
advance. Such actions must not be
repeated. 

Whistleblowers or spies or good
Samaritans; whatever you call them. In
Myanmar, we consider them heroes.

Watermelon is a nickname for people
in the military or government staff  un-

der the control of the military who
secretly support the resistance
movement. Watermelon: the green
on the outside represents the color of
the military uniform, and the red on
the inside represents the color of the
National League for Democracy (NLD)
or the revolution depending on whom
you ask. Hence, friends of the
resistance in the force or the
government offices are called
watermelons for their discreet aid
toward the people’s fight. Generally,
watermelons can be categorized into
three types: a) those who plan to
defect and join the Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM); b) those who
remain in the force and leak important
information to the public through the
media; and c) those who would carry
out missions such as explosions, plots
inside the military or the government
office. The article will focus on the
second type. 
Since the early days of February 2021,  t-

hose friends under the roof of the
military have helped the anti-coup
movements in various ways. Many
people have escaped from the junta’s
arrests thanks to the information
leaked from them. In October 2022,
Khit Thit Media released a list of people
whom the regime had intended to
abduct for contributing funds to the
resistance. Their bank accounts and
detailed addresses were also written
beside their names in a classified
document/order. Because Khit Thit
Media was able to collect the
information in time and shared it on its
social media page, many of those who
weren’t aware of their warrant status
had the opportunity to prepare for
their escape. A friend of Myat was one
of those names on the paper who was
on a visit overseas when the list was
made public. Thanks to the leak, she
was able to extend her stay and plan
her future. It was still difficult for a
woman to settle on foreign soil withou-
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t any forethought but if it weren’t for
the leak, she would have gone back to
the country where she would most
likely be detained at the airport. Many
cases like this had taken place both
before and after this particular incident.
It shows how significant a piece of
information is from the inside. 

On the significance of such news,
Paing, an experienced journalist said,
“In this climate, news or information
from watermelons is paramount.
Journalists can no longer cover news
on the ground as most of us have had
to flee the country and report from the
neighboring countries.” He added that
if it weren’t for those friends aka
watermelons, there would be no way
of knowing how the military is
distributing aviation fuel, the location of
weapon-production factories, the
corruption of military officers, etc. 

In November 2002, another important
piece of inside news was shared by
Khit Thit Media that showed the
military’s plans for aerial attacks on the
command center of the Chin National
Front (CNF). The airstrikes did not
come until January 2023, but
awareness was made. At the very least,
it was encouraging to know there
were still a few good people in the
force. 

In terms of the motive behind those
leaks, Paing thinks intelligence from
the government offices may be the
retaliative efforts by the loyal servants
of those departments toward newly
promoted military officials. The military
tends to assign its officers to the high
ranks in the civil government offices
when they are no longer fit to serve in
the force, and it has always upset the
long-serving staff although they would
never be allowed to complain. Hence,
it is logical to think that they may have
a valid motive to act as whistleblowers;
in addition to the obvious moral duty,
one must feel in this circumstance. 

When it comes to the leaks from the
military itself, they are even more
fascinating. The military, the oldest
institution in the history of Myanmar, is
best known for being a close-knit
community, distorting reality with pro-

paganda both in and outside its
camps. Never once in our lives, had we
thought it was possible to get a peep
at the inner circle of how things
worked. Now with military targets and
arrest lists being circulated in social
media, how do we make sense of it?
It’s a known fact that no matter how
close-knit it is, Min Aung Hlaing’s
military is an institution built on
bullying juniors, backstabbing equals,
and kissing up to seniors. When one
cannot survive in that cycle, one is out
of the corporate ladder and destined
to retire miserable and poor. Such a
vicious pattern gets worse post the
coup, we witnessed many divisions in
the junta’s administration; where Min
Aung Hlaing keeps removing,
installing, and removing again
collaborators he thinks he could trust.
The same goes down in the lower
ranks as well. When the soldiers can no
longer trust each other and are wary of
a colleague stabbing them in the back,
they start to grow a mentality that is “If
I go down, you all go down with me”.
This is what Paing thinks is a motive for
those in the force in leaking
intelligence; and of course, in addition
to the obvious moral duty, one must
feel in this circumstance.

But how many are there and how
high are their positions? It may be
impossible to know, and it’s very likely
we will never find out regardless of the
outcome of the resistance, according
to Sayar Than Myint Aung, the founder
of May May Yin Khwin, an association
helping the police and soldiers on
CDM. He said that although his
association had been helping the CDM
staff for a long time, it was still
challenging to maintain relationships
with those in the high ranks. A colonel
approached him at some point last
year for defection, but they did not
carry on the conversation due to the
lack of trust from the colonel’s side, he 

must have thought the stakes were
too high if something went wrong.
Somebody like him could have been
continuing with the everyday tasks
and feeding information to the media. 

Sayar Than Myint Aung quoted a
general, “We rather catch one
watermelon than 100 soldiers”,
signifying how much those leaks are
hurting the force. And how many of
those watermelons have lost their lives
in the interrogation without being
made public? Again, we may never
find out. Given that most PDF rangers
and some of the civilian detainees face
extreme torture in the regime’s most
notorious interrogation centers and do
not make it alive, without question the
watermelons will face an even worse
fate if they are ever compromised.  

Of course, under the control of the
military, nobody is safe. Let alone PDF
rangers, CDM staff, and civilians, the
coup leader would not even think
twice about preying on his own troops
if his grip on power is at risk. There was
a police chief named Than Hlaing, who
was demoted for failing to control
Sagaing Region and now nobody
knows what happened to him.
Likewise, after a military intelligence
officer was assassinated by the
resistance forces earlier this month,
staff from his own office were taken by
the regime’s interrogation facility and
no news has been heard of them
since. It is indisputable that many
friends or watermelons have also been
sacrificed discreetly behind the scenes. 

“The National Unity Government
(NUG) must find out how many have
fallen after being disposed of as an
informer to the resistance. And it must
seek justice for them, and hail them as
martyrs one day". Paing concluded. 

Today, the junta’s crackdown on the fr-
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eedom of expression grows, its
abductions increase and so is the fight
back from the people. As the
resistance is set to scale up, the regime
is bound to tighten up its own fence
and impose the maximum discipline
(read: torture) on those who leak
information to the other side. Newer
technology has been installed to
monitor its own people. However,
people are still hopeful and positive
that those leaks will continue to come
in, and there will always be a person
with a good heart even in the worst
institution in the whole world. In fact,
many including the NUG officials
believe that the resistance may take a
better turn if just a few brave men
from the military decide to take
matters into their own hands,  carry
out another coup and return the pow-

er to the people before bringing the
army back to the barracks where it
belongs. It may sound idealistic, but it is
still one of the most viable and
bloodless resolutions one could think
of at this point. And people have called
out for such courage since the
beginning of the Spring Revolution. 

Going back to the story at the
beginning, even the likes of the U.S.
Supreme Court with the best legal
system and technology could not
prevent a leak. 
"People - we're the weakest link," said
Lanterman, chief technology officer at
the firm Computer Forensic Services.
"They could invest millions of dollars in
the federal judiciary's cybersecurity, but
all it takes is one person with a motive
to leak." 

The situations may not be more
different, but we consider it an
encouraging thought that one person
with a motive could overcome the
most cunning threats and latest
technologies especially if it contributed
to the betterment of society. Not many
will but a few good men or
watermelons might. Hope is a
beautiful thing, after all. 
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60-Day-Battle in Thantlang Town, Chin State
29 DECEMBER 2022 TO 26 FEBRUARY 2023

TILIM OPERATION

TIMELINE
December 29: Chin National Army (CNA) and Chin
Defense Force (CDF) - Thantlang kickstarted the Tilim
Operation.
January 1: The rangers raided and burned down five
houses inside the police compound. 
January 2: Two more houses were destroyed in the
same location.
January 29: The rangers managed to damage the
regime's reinforcement MI 17 helicopter.
February 1: Six men of the regime made up of police
and soldiers who were guarding CB Bank in Thantlang
Town were captured alive by the resistance forces, and
eight guns were seized. 
February 8 & 9: About 50 troops assigned across the
town were attacked by the resistance forces, and over
40 guns were seized. 
February 26: The rangers shot down pieces of the
regime's  MI 17 helicopter again.  

Hornbill is one of the significant symbols of Chin
State. Known for its loyalty and ever-lasting love,
Chin nationals take pride in the coexistence of
the great birds in their State. Many believe
hornbills have a natural love for their mates so
great that one dies of heartbreak if its
counterpart perishes first. Once hailed as one of
the most peaceful regions of the country, Chin
State has faced tragic events since the
beginning of the coup. Among Chin's beautiful
places, Thantlang Town has met with the
greatest consequences of the armed struggle.
The town was burned down several times by the
regime's soldiers, resulting in 95% of the
population leaving their homes. Thantlang
certainly deserved better and some of its
inhabitants never gave up on it, fighting back for
the land and hills they have cherished all their
lives, with lasting love in resemblance to the
Hornbills never leaving their mates in misery.
Today, the majority of Thantlang Town is back
under the control of the resistance forces. And
the beautiful town preps for the return of its
glory and dwellers. 

CASUALTIES
SAC's Army

Resistance Forces

CDF - Thantlang

CNF

CHIN STATE

95 Aerial attacks were launched
from the regime's soldiers

CHIN'S HORNBILLS

Source: Mizzima News



“I paid 600,000 Myanmar kyats (USD
214~286) in total to renew my
passport,” said a 27-year-old Yangon
resident who went through several
fraudulent processes to renew her
passport in November 2022.

Andy* never expected that it would
cost a six-figure amount to renew her
passport or would take a 3-month long
period. The 27-year-old Yangon
resident got her passport in 2018 which
cost her less than 35,000 Myanmar
kyats (USD 13~17) in total and took only
10 days to collect her passport. Andy
was one of the many people Mohinga
Matters had spoken to who shared
similar experiences after the Myanmar
Passport Issuance Board changed its
system exactly a year before. 

Roller Coaster Ride of Junta’s Passport
Renewal Process
In March 2022, Myanmar Passport
Issuance Board announced that the
system will be changed to allow
applicants to enter the office only after
obtaining an appointment through
the online booking system starting on
March 21. It was reportedly an attempt
to curb extremely long queues in front
of the passport offices and also to stop
the agents from charging an
unreasonable amount from the
applicants to reserve places in the
queue. However, many warned that
online passport issuance could lead to
more fraud occurring, and some
believed that this is an attempt to
control many Myanmar people from
getting passports and leaving the
country. 

Back in September, Khit Thit Media
reported that junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing issued two directives during the
confidential Security, Stability, and Rule
of Law Committee Meeting 5/2022 on
August 18, ordering to restrict throngs
of youths departing the country. The
directive ordered a stricter mandate
surrounding the departure process
and for the young workers departing
to sign a contract, which includes how
much percentage of their earnings ab- 

Passport Issuance Process: 

oad to be sent back to the country. It
was never confirmed if the workers
departing the country were asked to
sign it, but the stricter mandate
surrounding the departure process for
sure meant controlling the issuance of
the passports.

A year later, the passport renewal
process is still in shambles. On
December 5, Myanmar Passport
Issuance Board announced that the
online booking system would be
temporarily suspended, and on
January 2, all passport offices across
Myanmar, Yangon, and 17 others were
announced to be closed for the
unforeseeable future. This disrupted
many people’s chances to find jobs,
pursue higher education, relocate to
safer places, and seek medical help
abroad. 
In true junta fashion, some passports
were still being issued and granted
even after the announcement.
According to an article by Mizzima
News on January 15, some migrant
workers under an arrangement with
the Myanmar Overseas Employment
Agencies, pilgrims to the site of
Buddha’s enlightenment at Bodh
Gaya in India, and people seeking
medical trips were allowed to apply for
passports/renewal. People, who were
in a rush to depart for jobs, decided to
sign up for a pilgrim package that
costs from USD 800 to 1,250. There
were also reports of submitting
requests to the Ministry of Home
Affairs to expedite the passport
issuance process.

Andy’s 600,000-MMK-Worth Passport
In less than five years, the passport
renewal process in Myanmar
deteriorated in the most extreme way.
To be precise, less than two years after
the military staged a coup in Myanmar,
the cost of the passport application
process skyrocketed 12 times the
original costs, and the duration
became directly proportional to the
amount of money you could offer to
the so-called agents who help with
passport application processes.  

“When I started my passport renewal
process in October 2022, I was told I
would need to pay a Fastrack fee of
70,000 Myanmar kyats (USD 25~33) to
the agent to receive a QR code for a
queue if I want my passport back
before December,” Andy told Mohinga
Matters. She added, “But I was told that
I could go on my own to the Passport
Office and continued on with the
process.”
In reality, it was further from the truth.
The agent returned the money back
to Andy and told her to find another
agent. The next agent Andy found told
her that they offer Fastrack special
home service in which the agent will
do everything for the applicant
including coming to take an ID photo
at home.

“This time, I was told I would need to
pay 400,000 Myanmar kyats (USD
143~190) upfront. So, I did because it
was a referral from a trusted contact,”
said Andy. But sometime in
November, Andy was informed that
the “system and service” were on hold
because some of the staff from the
passport office were being arrested
due to numerous under-the-table
deals.

“I never got my money back in full
from the second agent because they
claimed the process had already
begun, and they only transferred back
half,” said Andy. She was in a hurry to
visit her family exiled in Thailand, so in a
third attempt, she got in contact with a
police from the passport office in Bago,
a town next to Yangon, via her friend.
And she was asked to show up at the
passport office in Bago at 5 am in the
morning.
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for other types of passport holders
continued. Some who are studying
abroad with “PV type” were told the
passports could only be renewed if the
students can show proof that they will
continue studying long-term in the
country of residence after finishing
their originally enrolled programs.
Some students ended up enrolling in
language schools with their hard-
earned money to get proof of passport
renewal. Some students were denied
passport renewals and told to go back
to Myanmar with embassy-issued
temporary travel documents and do
renewals back in Myanmar. 

In Thailand, the reports of authorities
cracking down on Myanmar living
with no documents were widespread
in 2022 with many Myanmar spilling
over the border to take refuge. And yet,
the Myanmar consulate and embassy
in Thailand continued to disregard the
Myanmar people’s requests for
passport renewal. Throughout 2022,
some “PV” passport holders were
turned away from renewing their
passports with the embassy citing
reasons passport printing machines
being broken while “PJ” passports for
“workers” were in process. Some
passport holders had to live in limbo for
months with no document because
the consulate issued an appointment
date three months away and took
away the old passport. 

Better System in 2023?
Passport horror stories are countless
and with different variations of  plotlin-

“Honestly, apart from having to travel
to Bago early in the morning, the
entire process was smooth. I got my
passport back in 10 days just like how
the process was before the Passport
Office changed its system in March
2022. But I had to pay 450,000
Myanmar kyats (USD 161~214) for the
entire process,” said Andy. 

“It’s incredibly messed up that
everything is going backward in
Myanmar,” Andy added. 

Living in Limbo
For some citizens living abroad, the
passport renewal process has also
been a nightmarish experience after
the coup. 

Esther*, a researcher who had to wait
five months to get back her passport
said, “It’s frustrating how they
[Myanmar embassies abroad] made
their own citizens’ lives much harder to
survive in foreign countries instead of
protecting us.” Esther has lived in two
foreign countries and experienced
first-hand herself and heard many
passport renewal horror stories of the
Myanmar diaspora. She explained that
normally, the Myanmar embassies
take the most two weeks to process
passport renewal. 

After the coup, Myanmar living abroad
had to wait five to six months to get
their passports back. Some who hold
“PV” passports for “visitors”, were told
the passport printing machines were
out of ink, but  the passport  issuance 

es, but one thing that remained
constant, based on people who spoke
with Mohinga Matters, is that junta,
junta-controlled administration and
embassies continued to make lives
harder for Myanmar people
everywhere. 

Recently, Myanmar Passport Issuance
Board announced a new online
booking system to be available for
people starting from February 24. The
announcement said the system will
only be used for Yangon Passport
Issuing Office, and operations at the
other 17 offices across the country will
remain the same. Passport
applications are said to be easier
because there will be no time limit on
online bookings made through the
www.passport.gov.mm  website and
applicants are required to pay 35,000
Myanmar kyats (USD 13~17) at the
same time. 

Just the next day, the Passport office
announced that the online booking
was suspended again to fix its system
on February 25. According to news
reports, there were over 8,500
applicants on the first day, and it
jammed up the system. The website
resumed operating on March 1, but
one can't predict anything ahead
under the control of the military after
all.

*the use of pseudonyms for safety
reasons
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We write weekly to document the
coup, to share our experience, and
to contemplate.

The daily entries can be read here:
https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/



People's Resistance War
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The Regime's Crimes in February
PEOPLE WERE

VERIFIED AS KILLED
BY THE REGIME

Massacre in Kawlin, Sagaing
On February 17, the junta's soldiers from
Infantry Battalion 363 and Pyu Saw Htee
members abducted 17 individuals from Ka Thit
Kone, Hle Pwe and Kya Khat Aik villages in
Kawlin Township, Sagaing Region and used
them as human shields on their march. They
reportedly killed and burned all of them on the
following days. The victims are as follows:

Nurse Raped and Killed in Okpho,
Bago 
On January 29, a nurse named Ma May Zun Moe
in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
who had been contributing to the resistance by
her profession in a liberated area, was arrested
on her way back to Bago Region. Two rangers
were accompanying her but they were shot and
killed by the regime’s soldiers while Ma May
Zun Moe was captured alive. She was kept
under detention until February 16, when the
soldiers took her back to the scene where they
had found her and asked her to show the
location of the PDF station. As she refused, the
soldiers blindfolded and raped her before
opening fire on her head three times and
killing her. Ma May Zun Moe had been an active
member of the resistance since the early days
of the coup, she and her husband Ko Aung Zin
had participated in the protests together. Her
husband was arrested in 2021 and he has been
serving in Thayarwaddy Prison with Sedition
Act 505 for three years.  

Airstrike on School in Myaing,
Magway
On February 25, the regime's soldiers
conducted an airstrike on a school in
Makyikan Village, Myaing Township,
Magway Region. No active battle was
reported in the area and it was reported
to be an unprovoked attack on the
innocent civilians. The airstrike went on
for 15 minutes as it damaged the
classroom and a few houses nearby.
Children managed to seek a safety zone
hence there was no casualty although a
livestock was killed by the aerial attack.   

Kawlin

Myaing

Okpho

Sources: 
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) 
People's Spring

1. Kyaw Tint
2. Aung Zaw Oo
3. Aung Thet Naing
4. Yan Aung
5. Tar Tee
6. Tun Htay
7. Chae Bo
8. Phoe Mae
9. Myo Htet Oo
10.Myo Htet Naing
11. Nang Ko Oo
12. Maung Khaing
13. Zin Ko Min
14. Win Zaw
15. Aung Myo
16. Soe Tint
17. Soe Myint


